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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Signing of Treaty 8 (at which he was present). 
         - Understanding of promises made. 
         - Establishment of Wood Buffalo Natural Park. 
         - Need for reserve at Fort Chipewyan for trapping and hunting.   
          
              My name is Richard Lightning.  I'm going to interview an 
         elder here at Fort Chipewyan.  The date is February 7, 1974. 
          
         Richard:  First I'll ask what your name is? 
          
         Louis:  Louis Boucher. 
          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
         Louis:  I am nearly 82 years of age.  I'll be 82 on April 14. 
          
         Richard:  Are you Cree or Chipewyan.  How were you raised? 
          
         Louis:  I am Cree and also Chipewyan.  My father was a Boucher 
         and my mother was Cree. 
          
         Richard:  Are you registered as Cree? 
          
         Louis:  Yes. 
          
         Richard:  Do you belong somewhere on a reserve as we call them?  
          
         Louis:  No, nothing.  Before I was given a reserve I left to 



         come and make my home here.  I was married in 1918 and I am 
         still here.  The treaty was made in 1899.  We never knew the 
         price of land nor did our elders.  We didn't have any schools.  
         Then once when I was going around with my dad, but now I was 
         able to think for myself, we heard about money.  The Queen was 
         sending us money.  It was Queen Victoria.  She was going to 
         care for us like we were her children.  This was what the 
         commissioner said when the first treaty payment was made at 
         Fort McMurray.  Some were not going to accept it.  My uncles, 
         they were 5 in the family, my father was the sixth one.  One 
         uncle was in the bush when that business of treaty was taken.  
         My father was encouraging his younger brothers to take the 
         treaty money.  He said the understanding was that there would 
         be no end to the money and I recall vividly that we were paid 
         $15.00 including the children.  The following year they already 
         reduced the amount to $5.00. 
          
              Long ago our land was very nice. There was no drinking.  
         Very seldom did we see a white man.  Nothing was restricted and 
         the Indians made a good living in the bush.  Then when I was a 
         young man I worked on the barges.  The money wasn't that good.  
         It was $1.00 per day.  But everything was cheaper at the time, 
         not like today.  But we were happy about it because we were 
         young. Finally, I left MacKay to come here and get married. 
         That was in 1918.  My older brother was here.  He was already 
         married. I stayed with him before I was married.  Ever since I 
          
         was married I've made my home here in Chipewyan.  We had 12 
         children but we lost many, and I also lost my wife 2 years ago.  
         She died on April 13.  We were married 66 years when she died.  
         Now I am living here alone where this man has arrived to talk 
         to me.  He speaks Cree and I'm very pleased. He was our 
         interpreter here at the meeting for the last 2 days. Tomorrow 
         there will also be a meeting.  I'll be there. 
          
              Within this area, not one person saw the signing of the 
         treaty.  That is the elders who are still here. I'm probably 
         the only one.  The promises the Queen made to us, many of the 
         people have lost.  The commissioner representing the Queen who 
         was here to make the treaty payment picked up a blade of grass 
         and said, "In the future, this will never be taken away from 
         you. Don't have any wrong ideas about it  You will always have 
         it.  As long as the sun walks and the rivers flow.  The way you 
         are making a living in the bush will never be restricted."  
         That was told to us by the Queen from overseas, Queen Victoria.  
         But now the white man is so dishonest.  We have lost many 
         things.  This is the information I've been told about when I've 
         made my visits to the outside. About the reserve allotment, I 
         was in the Camsell Hospital with a councillor from Slave Lake.  
         He said, "Your uncle had 40 square miles of reserve, as it was 
         written down."  He eventually became a chief.  He was selected 
         by my father. His name was Don Boucher.  That was what took 
         place at the treaty.  Everybody shook hands.  It was written 
         that the Queen sent the money and she would care for us as if 
         we were her children.  The message was, "Too many Indians are 
         starving to death in the bush.  I don't want that to happen 
         again.  That is why I'm sending you money."  This was the 



         message brought by the commissioner.  That is when we received 
         $15.00 per head. 
          
              From then on everything went well.  There was no drinking, 
         everybody was making a good living.  People were trapping and 
         making money.  I was young, too.  I also trapped.  Finally, I 
         arrived here at Fort Chipewyan.  It is during this time that 
         things weren't going good for me.  There were councillors but 
         it wasn't like today where they attend meeting away from here 
         on the outside. Usually at treaty time there was a meeting and 
         I too would listen in.  Only the chief and council would talk 
         and we would listen.  They would ask to be given ammunition for 
         hunting, when it would be open for muskrats, when the hunting 
         would end. These are the only things they discussed with the 
         agent. This is what I observed when I sat in the meetings.  He 
         also told us we couldn't kill game of the female species.  Also 
         the ducks, we couldn't kill them during the summer.  They would 
         be in effect here in our area.  We can't kill ducks, only when 
         it is open season when they are flying. 
          
          
          
              This is the information I can give you.  I still have a 
         bit of memory at my old age and still do well for myself. I 
         appreciate very much this man came to see me.  I wish everybody 
         the best of luck from my heart. 
          
         Richard:  I'll ask you another thing about MacKay.  Is that 
         where you were raised? 
          
         Louis:  Yes. 
          
         Richard:  Were there Indians in MacKay all the time? 
          
         Louis:  Yes, they are mixed just like here.  They are Cree and 
         Chipewyan, but mostly Cree. They speak Cree, Chipewyan and 
         English.   
          
         Richard:  When the treaty was first mentioned by the 
         commissioner to the Indians was there any mention as to who the 
         water and lakes belonged to? 
          
         Louis:  No, there was no mention of that, only when he picked 
         up the blade of grass and said, "as long as the sun walks and 
         rivers flow you have nothing to fear."  That is the only word 
         we were given. 
          
         Richard:  When the treaty was signed, the comissioner included 
         in his promises that implements would also be given to the 
         chief and councillors, how was that interpreted? 
          
         Louis:  There was no such promise mentioned then because there 
         was no reserve discussed. It was only later that the reserve 
         was mentioned.  They took it on each side of the river at 
         MacKay.  It wasn't very good land.  People barely made a living.  
         It was only a short distance from there towards the north that 
         they found oil.  It was in the bush which is called Moostoos 



         Lake that my uncle, the chief, took.  There were fish in the lake, 
         I remember that, when I was a young man. 
          
              At MacKay on both sides of the river, it was just a place 
         for dwelling.  There was no reserve, just a place to live. It 
         is the same thing today.  The people only plant a few potatoes.  
         It wasn't for growing purposes. 
          
         Richard:  There is plenty of water around here.  Did the 
         Indians depend on fishing for food purposes? 
          
         Louis:  Yes, long ago it was good for fishing, good for ducks 
         and trapping was good.  I, too, made money when I first came 
         here.  I remember that vividly. 
          
          
         Richard:  Have you noticed many changes up till now? 
          
         Louis:  Yes, there are many changes. For a long time there 
         wasn't any water on our land within the Buffalo Park.  Now when 
         they built a dam there, the water is plentiful.  But the muskrat 
         season is closed too early. 
          
         Richard:  Have you noticed much change in legislation regarding 
         fishing and trapping from the time you were young up until now? 
          
         Louis:  Yes, it has changed a lot. At first there were none, 
         but now they have enforced many regulations.  Whenever some 
         white man comes here, a new regulation is in effect.  It is a 
         big change since I came here at first up to now. 
          
         Richard:  About the hunting of game for food, has there been 
         any changes in this area? 
          
         Louis:  With the hunting, it hasn't been so bad.  In the past 
         when the Buffalo Park was divided into several pieces of land, 
         I was there.  Sal was my boss.  We built a road near Birch 
         Mountain by the Park.  It was okay for us to kill moose.  There 
         were plenty of moose and there are reported to be still some 
         moose left. Now the buffalo are in good condition with plenty 
         to feed on.  They had made their way into Alberta.  That is the 
         area which was not flooded.  I'm told they are very plentiful.  
         That is across the lake from here.  Some men went out to hunt.  
         But we were promised that 200 buffalo would be slaughtered.  
         They have already taken 106 and by the end of February they 

chard:  There are many buffalo in the Park.  Were you people 

uis:  No, it is difficult in the Park.  A person could starve 

irst made or when 

         should have taken them all.  They are divided 3 ways, to the 
         Cree, Metis, and Chipewyan. 
          
         Ri
         ever allowed to hunt them before? 
          
         Lo
         there.  It is difficult for someone to get buffalo meat because 
         there are park officials who guard the Park. 
          

chard:  Do you remember when the Park was f         Ri
         the fence was built around it?  Maybe you could tell me about 



         it.   
          
         Louis:  Yes, I remember.  When I first arrived here, they 

ght, 

oking at, is the area where I spent 34 years. It is upstream 

uis:  We feel it was a dishonest deal which was made with the 

chard:  Do you remember the name of the chief who they made 

uis:  He was named Woy a Kash.  His father was chief first. 

t was the reason 

e reason is that people who lived in the new park 

e 

.  

chard:  Were the Indians hired like the white man to work in 

uis:  Yes, they were hired.  A Metis also worked there and 

y 

chard:  On the traplines which you've been using for a long 

         hadn't brought the buffalo yet.  When the buffalo were brou
         I was already married and had two children.  They were brought 
         from the south in 1922.  But the Wood Buffalo area before when 
         we were trapping there. That place at Peace Point we are now 
          
          
         lo
         on the Peace River and I trapped in the buffalo park.  But it 
         was difficult. We used to bring with us some goldeye which we 
         caught during the fall.  We travelled with pack horses when 
         trapping.  So there is no reason why I shouldn't be familiar 
         with the country. 
          
         Richard:  Why was the Wood Buffalo Park established there? 
          
         Lo
         chiefs. When the Park officials were going to bring the buffalo 
         on to our lands, they had said, "Yes."  That is the reason the 
         Park was made.  If they had refused, there would be no Buffalo 
         Park.   
          
         Ri
         the deal with? 
          
         Lo
         His name was Nik Soo.  Then it was Pierre Whitehead but the 
         buffalo had already been moved further south. 
          

chard:  The park was extended southward, wha         Ri
         for this? 
          

uis:  Th         Lo
         area were not allowed to go into the old park, not even to 
         camp.  Then the chief, the one after Pierre Whitehead, made 
         arrangements so the Indians could move back and forth from th
         old park across to the extended one.  His name was Johnny 
         Cowey.  He was raised in Fort McMurray but he came here too
          
         Ri
         the Buffalo Park, looking after them? 
          
         Lo
         some white men.  They sometimes came with us on our traplines 
         in the area of Horse Lake and Jackfish Creek, it is further 
         than Peace Point.  The trapline was there. There was never an
         problem.   
          
         Ri
         time, are you in any way being overcrowded by the white man? 
          
         Louis:  No, they are not allowed in the Park. The only white 
         people we see are the Park officials. 
          
          



          
         Richard:  Does the provincial boundary affect the Indian people 
         for hunting and trapping?  
          
         Louis:  No, this is no problem.  We can go back and forth as we 
         please.   
          
         Richard:  The nuns and priests have been here for a long time.  
         How did they get along with the Indian? 
          
         Louis:  They helped the Indians a lot.  They cared for the 
         orphans.  That was before I was here. They already had the 
         school here.  They taught the Indian children, Metis and the 

uis:  They belong to the government.  I don't know who else 

chard:  You remember when the treaty was signed long ago, do 

e people in the bush didn't have any 
d 

g and 

 and when 
e 

 

s have indicated 
al 

uis:  The Indians didn't complain.  They received everything 

         children whose parents stayed in the bush.  They helped us to a 
         great extent. 
          
         Richard:  There are many islands on the lake around here.  Was 
         there ever any mention as to who had claim to them? 
          
         Louis:  No, I never heard any story on the islands. They have 
         checked for minerals but that is all. 
          
         Richard:  Who has original claim on them? 
          
         Lo
         the islands would belong to. 
          
         Ri
         you think or have heard other elders talking about it?  Did 
         they do the right thing? 
          

uis:  I don't know.  Th         Lo
         knowledge of business.  They never went to school.  We never ha
         a school at MacKay.  It was only a few Metis who could read.  

          For us there was nothing.  I can't even speak English.  Today's
         youth are different with the education they receive. 
          

chard:  Did the Indians receive proper understandin         Ri
         interpretation of the treaty when it was signed? 
          

uis:  Yes, I think they did, but during my time         Lo
         treaty is paid out, the chiefs would request something but w
         never knew if it left here through the agent.  Some people have
         indicated that our letters were thrown out.  We found that out 
         later.  But I think it is different today. 
          

chard:  Some elders through the interview         Ri
         that some Indian agents were dishonest.  This is in the centr
         part of the province.  How did the agents work with the Indian 
         people here?  
          
          
         Lo
         they asked for.  The thing I notice recently is that the Chief 
         goes out to meetings more often.  But we never hear the results 
         or what is happening. 
          



         Richard:  In the past, family reserves were allotted. Do you 

thing. We don't even have a 
 one 

       now for 42 years. The chiefs requested one and every treaty day 

hen did they first talk about a reserve? 

eserve. 
le 

t.  

y I asked about family reserves is that 
e elder I interviewed before you, told me they had a family 

there weren't reserves.  But one case would be Sal 
rtin.  They had land.  And that is the reason why they don't 

re 
lotted land? 

was before.  I never knew anybody getting a 
serve through the treaty.  Even today it is the same thing.  

ey built homes there for hunting and fishing purposes. Other 
 

was traplines they were referring to? 

had been 
vided.  That is where they were trapping.  That is where we 

 

long as you've been here, did the Cree, Chipewyan 
ways live here together? 

         remember anything about them? 
          

uis:  No, I don't recall any         Lo
         reserve yet.  You probably know that.  They have been after
  
         there is talk about it.  It is very difficult to try and get a 
         reserve.  That still applies today.  There is much talk about 
         it today. 
          
         Richard:  W
          
         Louis:  Forty-two years, and they still are after a r
         The land which would be suitable, there are places for suitab
         agriculture.  But the Park officials have prevented us from 
         obtaining something which is good, such as Peace Point.  It is 
         our land. I don't remember but someone told me they found 
         something and it is the fault of the Park officials who are 
         reluctant to let us have it.  But they should let us have i
         It belongs to us.  An animal is not worth more than a human.  
         Everybody knows that. 
          
         Richard:  The reason wh
         th
         reserve.   
          
         Louis:  No, 
         Ma
         want to give them up.  If one is born and raised in a certain 
         area, they don't want to give it up.  That is understandable.  
         That is how they were allotted below the 27th base line. 
          
         Richard:  Was that before the treaty was made that they we
         al
          
         Louis:  Yes, it 
         re
          
         Richard:  Did those people like Sal Martin already have land? 
          
         Louis:  No, they didn't.  What they had was like a trapline.  
         Th
         than that, I know of no reserves.  It is only now that they may
         get land.   
          
         Richard:  It 
          
         Louis:  Yes, that is what they mean.  The Park area 
         di
         trapped also.  The Park was divided into 3 areas.  When Johnny
         Cowey was alive he was chief of one part.  Our chief was Sal 
         Martin but we trapped anyplace.  We also trapped at Birch 
         Mountain.   
          
         Richard:  As 

d Metis al         an
          



         Louis:  They had no place else to go.  The Metis were born and 

o 

they 

 trouble with the fish wardens? 

-op.  They haven't been paid yet.  Even today they haven't 
t.  

ing to? 

g 
ll. It's not a big operation.  They sell by the pound and if 

 

m the government. 

e 
 net they should use? 

ere, just my son.  They used 4" nets 
 3 .  The warden checks often and if he find 3 " nets, he 

onfiscate a net? 

the wrong size, the 
rden will take the nets. 

ng to the co-op, can they fish on 
eir own? 

 they can, but they are not allowed to sell.  If 
ey have a license, they can sell them.  It costs $15.00 for a 

o 

ere, did the people 

         raised here.  They are still here. There is no agriculture 
         here.  They raised their families mainly by fishing. But now 

          they don't do much fishing.  When they fished, they used dog
         teams and they brought many fish. At Birch River, there used t
         be many Chipewyan people there.  But now they are all dead. 
         When I first arrived here, there were many people.  They 
         brought many furs from that area.  There are only a few 
         Chipewyan left now.  There are some across the lake where 
         were allotted an area for trapping. 
          
         Richard:  Did you ever experience any
          
         Louis:  No, not really. Some Indians were fishing for the 
         Co
         been paid yet.  My son worked there for 2 months but he qui
         He couldn't make enough money to buy food.  They fished all 
         summer and they didn't do very well. For us we don't need large 
         nets, because we fish for our dogs and we eat some. 
          
         Richard:  When you mention money, what are you referr
          
         Louis:  They belong to a fishing Co-op which has not been doin
         we
         there is money left, the men are paid.  There was much talk as 
         many Indians and Metis worked there.  They have not been paid.  
         They have been promised many times, but never saw any money yet.
          
         Richard:  Do they call it a fish co-op? 
          
         Louis:  I think so.  The co-op is not fro
          
         Richard:  When fishing, are the people restricted to the siz
         of
           
         Louis:  I never worked th
         not
         will confiscate them. 
          
         Richard:  Why do they c
          
         Louis:  I don't know but if they do find 
         wa
          
         Richard:  If they don't belo
         th
          
         Louis:  Yes,
         th
         permit.  For their own use, they can fish any place.  They als
         can get fish for their dogs. 
          

ation become effective?          Richard:  When did this legisl
          
         Louis:  I forget, I couldn't tell you. 
          
         Richard:  Before the treaty was signed h



         ever hear stories of how the different treaties were signed, or 
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hat is what 

 

it to the white man. 
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         what they were promised? 
          

 anything.  Long ago they didn't have          Louis:  No, we never heard
         planes to fly people in here.  They travelled mostly on barges. 
         That is where we exchanged information.  It is only recently 
         that we heard of how the Indians were treated. 
          
         Richard;  At the present time, you people are negotiating for 
         reserve.  How do you foresee that for the future
          
         Louis:  I think if we can get a reserve, it will be good.  It 
         will be good for our children and grandchildren.  T
         I think.  But right here in Fort Chipewyan, nobody can make a 
         living.  If we get a reserve, the young people can do something
         for themselves.  In the future, they should be well off.  They 
         won't live like we did. 
          
         Richard;  Did you ever hear stories about minerals or something 
         of value underground? 
          
         Louis:  The elders used to mention that if there was something 
         valuable, we will lose 
          
         Richard:  Do the people in the Territories have any family ties 
         here in Fort Chipewyan? 
          
         Louis:  There may be some, but they have their own land in the 

 treaty area they belong to.          north.  I don't know what
          
         (End of Interview) 
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