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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interviewee is 68 years old; chief of Beaver Ranch Reserve. 
         - Unsuccessful attempts to have Beaver Ranch and Tall Cree 
         Reserves expanded. 
          
         I'm a researcher for TARR.  My name is Richard Lightning.  I'm 
         going to interview the chief of this reserve. 
          
         Richard:  You were mentioning earlier that your father was also 
         a chief at one time.  Did he ever mention to you anything about 
         the treaties and how they were made? 
          
         John:  He didn't tell me much, but he mentioned this one thing, 
         that is the livelihood of bush people.  He said, "At the first 
         signing of the treaty, we were making a living in the bush 
         trapping.  We were informed that we won't have to stay in the 
         bush. Portions of land had been put aside for you. You can 
         still go and do your trapping."  He was there as a young man at 
         the time. Now today everything is different.  At the time of 
         treaty, there was much dishonesty.  From what is happening now 
         and what they were promised at the signing of the treaty, we don't 
         see any of the promises which were made to the Indians. 
          
         Richard:  Were you also born in this part of the country? 
          
         John:  Yes, I was born at Fort Vermilion. 



          
         Richard:  What is your present age? 
          
         JOhn:  I am 68 years old.  I'm not young anymore. 
          
         Richard: Were you brought up in this same area? 
          
         John:  Yes, it is on this reserve that I grew up.  It was my dad 
         who took this reserve.  But right from the beginning, they 
         never received the proper allotment of this reserve.  They 
         received much less.  That is what I mentioned to you earlier.  
         They were supposed to get more land, a larger portion.  I did 
         see the letter myself when I became chief. 
          
         Richard:  How many years ago is it that you requested more 
         land?   
          
         John:  When I first applied, it was a few years ago, maybe 
         about 10 years. 
          
         Richard:  Was the Indian agent aware of your request? 
          
         John:  Yes, he knew, because we met with him. 
          
         Richard:  What was his reaction?  What did he say? 
          
          
         John:  Everything was written down.  They told us it would not 
         take long to have it approved.  
          
         Richard:  And you haven't heard anything on it? 
          
         John:  It is almost one year since we heard anything about it. 
         Since then I've talked about it twice now, that we should get 
         more land on the reserve.  But nothing has happened yet. 
          
         Richard:  You have three reserves.  Did you request more 
         reserve land on all of them? 
          
         John:  Yes, this is what the people had in mind.  When I first 
         requested it, I was only considering this reserve here because 
         there is some nice land around here.  The people were willing, 
         but now they have changed their minds and want the other 
         reserves extended.  Our reserves across the river (Tallcree) 
         are not good at all.  That is for farming and agriculture.There 
         is only one area which is open.  There was a lake there long 
         ago, but it is dried out.  It might be useful for livestock but 
         it is not good for anything else. 
          
         Richard:  Do the Indians fish on the reserve there? 
          
         John:  No, they don't.  They used to fish long ago, but not 
         any more.  They tried fishing during this past winter but 
         couldn't get anything. 
          
         Richard:  When the treaty was signed, there were many promises 
         made by the government.  And you said that many changes have 



         taken place, what are they? 
          
         John:  Yes, that is true.  My father told me of the different 
         things the Indians were to receive, such things as horses, 
         implements and cattle.  We never even saw half of those things 
         we were supposed to get in order to make a living. No cattle or 
         horses to speak of.  A few people got some, but they paid 
         $10.00 for one animal.  This is what happened up here. 
          
         Richard:  What was your father's name? 
          
         John:  His name was Louie Courtoirelle.  He travelled to some 
         meetings.  But we don't have many conventions here. 
          
         Richard:  Do the Indians receive proper attention at the Fort 
         Vermilion hospital?   
          
         John: I couldn't say for sure.  They were having trouble one 
         year ago with the administrator.  He wasn't treating the 
          
         Indians like the rest of the people.  This included the Metis 
         as well. There was a hearing on him last year.  He is stubborn. 
         He is still there. I haven't heard anything about him recently.  
         Maybe he is running his administration properly now.  But I'm 
         not sure on that. 
          
         Richard:  When the treaty was first signed by the Indians, did 
         they fully understand what they were doing?  Did they realize 
         they were giving up their land?  Do you know anything about 
         this?   
          
         John:  No, I know nothing or never heard anything about that. 
          
         Richard:  Where did the treaty take place? 
          
         John:  It was at Fort Vermilion.  My father mentioned this 
         too.  It wasn't right away that the Indians agreed to sign. It 
         took some time.  They were here for a long time, at least one 
         week.  They wanted to be sure.  Finally the Indians agreed to 
         it.   
          
         Richard:  Were there any missionaries there too? 
          
         John:  Yes, I think they were there too. 
          
         Richard:  In the south the people have said that it was the 
         missionary people who encouraged them. Did you ever hear if 
         that is what happened here? 
          
         John:  I don't know. I couldn't say.  It was never mentioned. 
          
         Richard:  Would you know if the Indians who trap and fish are 
         experiencing any trouble? 
          
         John:  No, at least not with fishing. But we did lose a 
         trapline.  It was taken from us.  It was north from here.  We 
         had already claimed it, but they took it away from us and gave 



         it to a Metis. That was a few years ago. 
          
         Richard:  Why did you lose the trapline? 
          
         John:  I couldn't say.  I don't know.  First thing I knew, it 
         was his, and we never looked into it to try and get it back.  
         There was another one across the river (Tallcree).  They lost 
         quite a large trapline.  It as a good trapline.  They tried once 
         to get it back.  Someone from the department told them they 
         could get it back, but they never did.  Even today, they haven't 
         got it back. 
          
          
         Richard:  How many years ago was that? 
          
         John:  That would be about 4 years ago. 
          
         Ricahrd;  Was the trapline located outside the reserve? 
          
         John: Yes, it was.  It was located south of the reserve. 
          
         Richard:  Is it Metis or white people using the trapline now? 
          
         John:  I think they are Metis. The people were really mad when 
         they lost that trapline. I met with them in an effort to get it 
         back, but to no avail. 
          
         Richard:  The other one you mentioned before, how long is it 
         since you lost it? 
          
         John:  That would be about 5 years ago.  That one was our 
         trapline before we lost it.  But that is some of the land we 
         are requesting. Our trapline went through there originally. 
          
         Richard:  Do the Indians take ducks in the summer, and if they 
         do, has there been any legislation or anything to prevent them 
         from taking ducks? 
          
         John:  Not really, but we were told we should have permits to 
         hunt ducks outside the reserve. But I'm not certain.  I see the 
         fish warden often but he doesn't say anything to me about it. 
          
         Richard:  Is there anything else you would like to relate to 
         me?   
          
         John:  Yes, there is one more thing.  This land we were 
         supposed to get, I would be happy if something could be done 
         so that we would get it.  Perhaps the I.A.A. can help us.  They 
         weren't involved when we were trying to get the land.  It was 
         already officially done because we saw the documents.  The 
         only thing that was left was for us to receive it.  But we 
         haven't up until now.  The place where I'm at, the land is not 
         bad.  But when you are looking at the whole reserve here, it is 
         not very good.  It is only about two miles south of here that our 
         reserve is fairly good, but one mile south of here there is 

e          plenty of rock.  We have one slough here.  In all we only hav
         4 quarters that can be used for farming. 



          
         Richard;  You say that you wanted to extend the reserve?  Is 
         there some good land around here? 
          
          
         John:  Yes, there is some very good land west from here. There 

 

hn:  Several different things.  Some try working, but around 

chard:  What is your understanding from the treaty about minerals? 

t say.  Maybe our people up here were not aware 

exploration on your reserves? 

hn:  Not on the reserve.  They had asked about it, but they 

chard:  Do you know if there is any mineral or oil potential 

hn:  I don't know.  I heard there might be some oil at the 

e 

ce on your reserves where you could 

 could.  Our reserve would be good for that, but 

 

 

         is plenty of land there. It is all prairie.  The reason why we 
         want to get more land is that we have tried farming.  I have 
         encouraged the young people.  But we don't get any help from 
         the government and it makes it difficult. It is hard to make a
         living now.  The trapping wasn't much good, but in the last two 
         years, it wasn't bad. 
          
         Richard;  What is the main source of livelihood here? 
          
         Jo
         here it is scarce.  There must be work outside, but there is no 
         money available to go there.  Last year we applied for work 
         here, but very little came. 
          
         Ri
          
         John:  Nothing underground was surrendered, just the surface.  
         All the old people said that it was only the surface. 
          
         Richard:  Were the elders of long ago aware of any minerals 
         underground?   
          

n:  I couldn'         Jo
         of anything like that. 
          

chard;  Is there any          Ri
          
         Jo
         never started any drilling. 
          
         Ri
         on any of your reserves? 
          
         Jo
         Tallcree reserve. But I'm not certain.  We heard there was a 
         discovery made just outside our reserve.  The reason why we ar
         poor is that our capital funds are so low.  We don't even have 
         $20,000.  We have to watch how we use it.  For that reason it 
         looks like we are stuck. 
          

chard:  Is there no pla         Ri
         raise cattle? 
          

hn:  Yes, we         Jo
         it is so small. I had cattle years ago, but then there were no 
         roads.  I had them for a ong time, about 70 head.  I bought 

ng         them myself.  My children were getting sick.  I started selli
         them.  There is no market for them around here, just at Peace 
          

ver.  We paid $20.00 a head for delivery and the prices were         Ri
         low. Finally I sold them all and left the reserve. I got a job 



         in Peace River for about 10 years. 
          
         Richard:  Did you ever pay for your medicine for yourself or 

hn:  No, I haven't yet.  But I will say something, we do 
 

chard:  Is that just recently? 

hn:  It is recent.  We never used to receive them. I told the 

chard:  Thank you for your information. 
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         your children? 
          
         Jo
         receive medical bills all the time. Maybe it is not only us,
         but all our band members. 
          
         Ri
          
         Jo
         I.A.A. about them.  I was told not to accept them, but just to 
         return them. 
          
         Ri
          
         (E
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