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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Boundaries of Wabasca Reserve. 
         - Treaty #8 promises. 
          
         Inter:  What is your name? 
          
         Solomon:  Solomon Beaver. 
          
         Inter:  How old are you? 
          
         Solomon:  75.  This coming New Year's, I will be 76. 
          
         Inter:  I'm going to ask you now, when the first treaty was 
         made, what was your understanding regarding land and the 
         boundaries run to the shores?  What is the understanding that 
         you have received from the elders.  Maybe you could tell us 
         something about it. 
          
         Solomon:  Just like as I see it and how the old people have 
         told me in the past, the promises that they've made as long as 
         the sun walks and the rivers flow these promises will be kept.  
         These were the promises that the commissionaries have made to 
         the people.  My father has told me as he heard it and seen it 
         at the time of the first treaty and also the scrip 
         proceedings.  At that time I wasn't there but this is what my 
         grandfathers have told me and my father has told me of.  The 
         promises that were based upon the sun and the rivers.  As long 



         as these two are in motion, the Crees will stand and the 
         commissionaries shook hands with chiefs agreeing to the 
         treaties. There is no one that can break these treaties as long 
         as the sun walks and the rivers flow.  But today now things have 
         changed.  Now they're just breaking our treaties.  As the 
         promises that were made at that time, a treaty Indian wasn't 
         supposed to pay for anything that he was promised at that time.  
         I would only hope that the white man would keep his promises 
         that he had made to the Indian people.  The Indian people have 
         a mind and a great capacity of remembering.  The Indians at 
         that time were very glad of the promises that were made to them 
         that the treaties will stand forever. 
          
         Inter:  And the reserve that you were given, do you feel at 
         this time that you might have been short-changed in terms of 
         the size of the reserve. 
          
         Solomon:  It's now about 40 or 60 years ago, that they surveyed 
         the land for a reserve.  And its just been recently that 
         they've built a road, but for some reason some of the Indian 
         and Metis people have refused to let the road go through the 
         reserve.  The one portion of the reserve is a nice piece of 
         land and has good, natural resources.  Although it's only about 
         12 miles in length.  The reserve from here, the chief included 
         some water; there is fresh and very good whitefish. The reserve 
          
          
         runs into 2 lakes and the large portion of the one lake is in 
         the reserve. This portion of the reserve here is small, it's 
         only about 6 miles long.  It has not very much land with the 
         population explosion of the reserve.  I've always been admired 
         that one portion of the reserve where Indian people could make 
         a good livelihood.  It's rich in fish, haymeadow and livestock.  
         Out there, there is all together four lakes.  Two out of the 4 
         lakes out there, 2 have a lot of muskrats and the other has a 
         lot of whitefish where a person could make a good living from 
         then.  And the one lake that's closed is (          ) lake. 
          
         Inter:  As I mentioned before, and I'm going to ask you again, 
         the reserve boundaries that run into the lake did they take in 
         part of the lake or was it to the shores or did your 
         forefathers include the waters when they signed the treaty? 
          
         Solomon:  Just like on the south end where we were before.  Now 
         that we're here haven't been here too long.  I really don't 
         know as to how they've made the treaties, if they've included 
         the water or if they didn't.  Just like here, there is six 
         corners that I've seen when they were surveying at one time.  
         But recently they've had a lawyer at one time and he mentioned 
         that we lost a portion of the reserve here at the bridge. 
          
         Inter:  As I mentioned prior about our rights in the areas of 
         duck hunting, hunting or fishing, what is your understanding in 
         these areas?  Or did our forefathers sell these animals when 
         they made treaties with the white man. 
          
         Solomon:  I really don't and couldn't understand that part that 



         the Indians should't pay for any of these things.  It was the 
         saying of the old people. 
          
         Inter:  Could we hunt and kill big game any place any time?  We 
         could go duck hunting, fishing at any time any place? 
          
         Solomon:  Yes, this is true, this is what I hear from the old 
         people.  This was the understanding of the old treaties.  It 
         would be nice if, these promises were followed.  Like this 
         river here, I wonder why they've closed it.  It's been closed 
         for about 15 years now, where the reserve crosses the river.  
         And they've also restricted us from net fishing off the river, 
         whereas at one time, just at this side of the bridge, we used 
         to live and excercise our treaties by fishing day in and day 
         out.  Now I wonder why they put a stop to all this. 
          
         Inter:  And further to the promises regarding shells, nets and 
         canvas, what was your understanding regarding these? 
          
         Solomon:  In the past I've seen all these at one time were 
         distributed to us.  There was so much that I've seen of this 
          
          
         large amounts, and large distribution to the reserves.  I've 
         seen nets, rope, other sorts of stuff including flour, bacon, 
         tea and tobacco.  Since the council came to being, all these 
         rations came to a stop.  (In the tape he was talking about 
         personal matters regarding his running in the council.)  
          
         Inter:  Regarding education in the treaties what was and is 
         your understanding to educate the upcoming generations? 
          
         Solomon:  To what I heard and to my understanding in the 
         treaties of education, the promise they've made is to educate 
         properly the Indian people to get to know the book and read the 
         book, and to further their education in busines providing they 
         have the ability to learn.  From what I've seen in the past, 
         take like the mission, the priests and nuns.  Really they 
         haven't accomplished anything in the area of education.  The 
         only thing that I've seen is the children were going into 
         music, singing and drums, which isn't education.  But when 
         visitors would arrive, (white man) then the school would get 
         down into serious business at these occasions.  And now when 
         they send the kids out from our community for higher schooling, 
         I don't agree with it, although it's none of my business but I 
         have a lot of grandchildren.  I take for an illustration two of 
         my grandchildren went to get educated in the city.  One came 
         back alone, the other came back with a child in her hands!  
         That is one of the reasons I don't agree with that type of 
         education.  They should be educated and the educational 
         facilites be available here. 
          
         Inter:  At the signing of the first treaty, what was your 
         understanding regarding monies to be paid out to the following:  
         chief, council, and individuals? 
          
         Solomon:  The chief as I heard it receives $25.00, and 



         councillors $15.00, and individuals $5.00 per head.  And I 
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         still see that is being met in terms of the promises. 
          

ter:  The chief and the council men, did they receiv         In
         uniforms from the government? 
          
         So
          
         In
         understanding at the time of the signing of the treat
          
         So
         but I don't understand English I only understand Cree.  So I 
          
          
         fa
         talks I don't understand his language.  I'm only pertaining to 
         myself.  But as I understand, mineral rights in the reserve 
         belong to us. 
          
         In
         (Indian Treaty change) is there any mention of assistance to 
         people in changing his livelihood?  Should he change his style 
         of livelihood. 
          
         Solomon:  Yes, this is true if a person wants to get assistance 
         if he was born into farming.  But the chief and council had 
         never mentioned this to the people.  The individual person by
         the looks of things would have to enquire about it himself 
         because the chief and council are not to enthused in this ar
         I tried to go into farming at one time myself but I couldn't 
         make it out, because I didn't receive any assistance from the 
         government so I make my livelihood through trapping.   
          

ter:  The other big question is hospitalization and m         In
         What is your understanding regarding medicare area? 
          

lomon:  My understanding to that is that the treat         So
         people are not to pay for hospitalization or any medicine.  At
         present our medical services facilities are inadequate 
         especially the facilities are so small. 
          
          
          
           
         not relevant to the treaties.  Then Mr. Capot thanked Mr. 
         Beaver for the interview. 
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