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It has been an extraordinary year of student and faculty successes 
in Arts. We are tremendously proud of the accomplishments of 
our students and colleagues in the areas of scholarship, research, 
and public service. They enrich the life of this Faculty, they bring 
credit to this University, and they contribute to the wellbeing 
of the communities that surround and support us. The Faculty 
of Arts has committed itself to making these accomplishments 
better known to our various stakeholders. The redesigned Arts & 
Minds you now hold in your hands is one manifestation of that, 
as are our new efforts to reach out directly to groups of potential 
students in various areas of the province. On behalf of this Faculty, 
I welcome you to the pages of this magazine, where you will find 
news of a very wide range of activities. We are proud of what we 
do, and we welcome your comments not only on our student and 
faculty successes but on areas in which you, our readers, feel we can 
improve. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 306.585.4895 or 
thomas.chase@uregina.ca with your input.

Sincerely,
Thomas Chase
Dean of Arts
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The Alumni Association Awards for Excellence reflect the three primary roles of the University: teaching, research and 
public service. We are pleased to recognize that three of the 2008 award winners are Arts faculty members. HArrY 
(Polo) DiAz, JoHn ConwAY and SuSAn JoHnSton will be presented their awards at the Spring Convocation, 
June 4-6. 

Alumni Association Award for Excellence in Research
The Alumni Association Award for Excellence in Research seeks to recognize faculty members who have 
distinguished themselves through significant contributions to research and scholarship during their 
tenure at the University of Regina. The 2008 co-recipient of this award is Dr Polo DiAz (Sociology 
and Social Studies; Executive Director, Canadian Plains Research Center). 

Polo Diaz is one of the University’s pre-eminent researchers, and is widely respected by his students, 
his colleagues and experts in his field. His research in the fields of sustainable development, resource 
security, agriculture, the environment, and climate change and its impacts consistently demonstrates a 
deep concern for the welfare of people and their communities, especially those most vulnerable to the 
changing environmental and social conditions of today’s globalized world. He has held nearly 40 major 

grants from agencies such as the Inter-American Institute for Global Change, SSHRC (Strategic Knowledge Cluster and 
MCRI Program), CIDA and Environment Saskatchewan.  He plays a leading role in over 20 research projects, including a 
collaborative project between the U of R and the Universidad de La Serena in Chile concerning water conservation and 
management, that has yielded positive outcomes for people in that region. Since coming to U of R in the mid-1980s, 
Diaz has co-authored or co-edited five books, published nearly 30 refereed book chapters and articles, authored 13 major 
reports, and has given nearly 70 conference and seminar papers.  He has shared his expertise through the supervision of 
many students at the PhD, master’s and honours levels.  Remarkably, he has done all of this while contributing actively 
to the life of the University through demanding administrative roles such as the Executive Directorship of the Canadian 
Plains Research Center and Head of the Department of Sociology and Social Studies. Polo is unquestionably one of the  
U of R’s truly distinguished researchers of national and international reputation, as well as a generous institutional citizen.  

1.   How long have you been working in the Faculty of Arts?
LK:  Twelve years.

2.   Give us your job description in a nutshell.
LK:  I provide office support to Anthropology faculty/students 
  and Religious Studies faculty/students as well as to the
  many sessional lecturers within the two departments.

3.   What is the best part of your work day?
LK:  It’s never boring and I get to meet and be around all kinds 
  of interesting people.  

4.   What is the best part of your non-work day?
LK: The best part of my non-work day is spending time in 
 my hometown, Moose Jaw, at Wakamow Heights, our bed 
  and breakfast, and spending time with family and friends. 
  I also enjoy being with Jenny, my seven year old basset 
  hound, a stray who has been with me since she walked into  
 the Anthropology/Religious Studies office one day in 2002. 
  I kept her, though I’m still looking for her original owner!

5.  What is something surprising about you that people may  
 not know?
LK: That I have two sons, a 31 year old and a 29 year old, a 
  daughter-in-law and a 3 month old granddaughter. That 
  before coming to the university, I worked at a bank for 22 
  years and in the hospitality industry for 3 years. That I have 
  hosted University of Regina ESL students from many 
  countries for five years now. And people may not know 
  that for the last two years my time off from the university 
  has been spent living and inn-keeping in our 100 year old 
  bed-and-breakfast, where my husband and I host guests 
  from all over the world, hold wedding ceremonies and 
  cook and serve breakfast to our guests!   

6.   What drives you crazy?
LK:  Commuting to the University from Moose Jaw when there 
 is a snowstorm!

Alumni Awards
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Alumni Award for Excellence in Public Service
The Alumni Award for Excellence in Public Service recognizes academic staff members who, by virtue of their 
professional expertise, have distinguished themselves through significant contribution in public, community 
and professional service during their tenure at the University of Regina. The 2008 recipient of this award is  
Dr JoHn ConwAY (Sociology and Social Studies). 

John Conway is one of the University of Regina’s most visible and respected contributors to the Saskatchewan 
community. Since he joined the Faculty in 1971, John has set the bar for the seamless integration of scholarly 
work and community service. As a sociologist, John is a distinguished scholar whose books are so highly 

regarded that they become classics in their field, reprinted in edition after edition and used in sociology courses across 
the country. In his books and many refereed articles, John always approaches issues with a view to the promotion of 
social justice, the consideration of multiple points of view, and the articulation of those voices that are often unheard in 
our society. 
    
John is perhaps best known, though, for his regular columns in popular publications such as prairie dog magazine, 
Briarpatch and Planet S and his frequent op ed pieces in the Globe and Mail. In his journalistic writing, John speaks on out 
on issues relevant to policy makers and citizens of our community: poverty, Medicare, public education, civil liberties, 
political corruption, the war on terror, and many others. As a civic leader, Conway has distinguished himself through his 
long service as a trustee of the Regina Public School Board, to which he has just been elected to his sixth consecutive 
three-year term. His particular passion is for Regina’s underprivileged children. Among the many victories that he has 
won during his years as trustee is the implementation of a program to assist children who were coming to school hungry. 
As a member of the Urban Public School Boards Caucus, he was instrumental in bringing about a Supreme Court of 
Canada decision in 2000 to protect the rights and viability of public school boards in Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

Conway also donates his time and services to many labour groups through his work on various arbitrations and 
grievances. He exemplifies the courage required to take controversial stands, to change people’s lives for the better, and 
to bridge the divide between scholarship and community.  He epitomizes the University’s motto, “As One Who Serves.”

Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching
The Alumni Association Award for Excellence in Teaching seeks to recognize teaching excellence, to encourage 
the pursuit of such excellence and to promote informed discussion of teaching and its improvement at the 
University of Regina. The 2008 recipient of this award is Dr SuSAn JoHnSton (English). 

Susan Johnston is a teacher of exceptional commitment and energy. She devotes an impressive amount of 
energy to students at all levels, both within and beyond the classroom. Her students and her peers comment 
repeatedly on her dynamism, her sense of humour, and her rigorous intellectual standards. Susan challenges 
her students to broaden their range of inquiry, to debate issues openly and respectfully with her and with one 
another, and to make the enterprise of learning their own. Outside of the classroom, Johnston gives freely 
of her time, helping students with assignments, yet she also sees the role of a universal teacher as one that 
extends to caring for students in their personal and professional development. She is one of her department’s 

leading advocates and practitioners of student counseling, and has aided many students in their graduate study and 
career choices. 

Susan has exhibited a willingness to take on any teaching assignment in service of her department. She is especially 
dedicated to the sometimes unglamorous work of teaching first-year English. She sees clearly the importance of 
that program for majors and non-majors alike, and treats introductory courses as crucial to the teaching mission 
of the Faculty and the University. This passion for first-year teaching led her to a central role in the creation of the 
very successful CASTLE program, which matches secondary English teachers with ENGL 100 instructors in order to 
facilitate dialogue between these two sets of educators. She also volunteered to be the first English professor to 
teach a course in a local high school, strengthening our ties with the secondary sector. Within her department, she 
volunteered to take on the newly created role of Recruitment Coordinator, and has made recruitment planning and 
events permanent features of Department of English activities. 

As part of her commitment to taking university teaching out into the community, Susan has devoted a great deal of 
time and energy to organizing a conference, “Harry Potter and the Meeting of the Queen City Muggles,” to be held in 
May.  This conference will bring together scholars, librarians, educators, students and members of the general public 
to share their love of the popular children’s fiction series. 

Susan is not only an exceptional classroom teacher; she also recognizes the extensive parameters of her role outside 
the classroom and beyond the University community. Recognition of her many positive effects on our students and 
our teaching environment is richly deserved.
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Arts Student Stacey Lolacher Tackles Poverty  One Page at a Time
StACeY lolACHer, president of the Political Science Students’ Association at the University of Regina, is in her final semester of a degree in Political Science with a focus on Canadian and international politics.  Together with her business partner Greg Hluska (a University of Regina graduate in marketing), Lolacher has decided to tackle the challenge of homelessness on Regina’s city streets.  

Their idea is The Regina Streets Magazine, a non-profit initiative headed by Lolacher and  Hluska. Modelled after the newsletters distributed and sold by the homeless in some of Canada’s other major cities, the paper’s mandate is simple, as Lolacher explains: “We really only have three goals. First, we want to increase circulation to the point that we can give people who would otherwise be panhandling the chance to gain some financial security through its distribution – at least during the summer months.  Second, we want to educate people about poverty, its causes, its effects, and possible solutions.  Lastly, we want to build a repository not only of news, but also of scholarly analysis of poverty and related issues.” To accomplish these goals, Lolacher notes that a lot of help will be needed. She says, “We are going to need some amazing contributors:  passionate, intelligent people with an interest in poverty and a desire to help wipe it out.”
 
Contributions can take many forms – from original articles or permission to reprint previously published works, to moral support, advertising dollars, and advice.  “We have absolutely no experience in publishing, so the learning curve has been steep. However, people from all walks of life have shown amazing enthusiasm and interest; this positive attitude has given us the drive to keep moving ahead,” continues Lolacher. About what it will take to eradicate poverty in this country, Hluska adds, “We believe that our generation of leaders has to be 100% committed to ending child poverty in Canada in our lifetimes.  This is not a question of race, of constitution, of political power, or of jurisdiction.  This is a question of human rights.” 

If you are interested in helping out, Stacey and Greg can be reached at ReginaStreets@gmail.com.

*  *  *
Department of Psychology Graduate Accepts Tenure-Track Position
A PhD graduate from the Department of Psychology, JAiMe williAMS, has accepted a tenure-track appointment at the University of Saskatchewan. Supervised by tHoMAS HADJiStAvroPouloS, Williams’ work relates to basic and applied investigations of fear of pain among seniors. She has published several peer-reviewed papers and has presented her work at a variety of scholarly conferences. Williams’ doctoral studies were supported by a Canadian Institutes of Health Research Fellowship as well as by a competitive fellowship from the Alzheimer Society of Canada. Her master’s 

Jaime 
Williams

sTaCeY 
lOlaCHeR
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studies at the Health Psychology Laboratory were supported by the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada. She also played a primary role in the development and construction of the website for the University of Regina’s Health Psychology Laboratory. The Faculty of Arts wishes Dr Williams  much continued success in her academic career.

*  *  *
2008 McDougall Gauley Fellowship Recipients
Thanks to the generous donation of McDougall Gauley LLP, the McDougall Gauley Fellowships are awarded annually to two students pursuing a BA in justice studies or police studies, and grants them $10,000 in order to undertake intensive research in the area of justice administration at the community level. The Faculty of Arts congratulates viCtoriA PAtzwAlD and MegAn eDwArDS, the 2008 McDougall Gauley Fellowship recipients.

Victoria is a fourth-year justice studies student and plans to continue her studies in criminology at the post-graduate level. Her research project will focus on Regina’s much maligned North Central neighbourhood and an ongoing city project to install back alley lighting throughout four areas within it. She will assess the impact of this initiative on crime reduction as well as on the perception of crime in 
this area.

Megan is a third-year student 
in the same program, and upon 
graduation plans to further her 
education in the area of either 
public administration or public 
policy. Her research project will 
focus on the ways that Aboriginal 
populations on reserves can be 
better served by the RCMP. She 
argues that, in order to meet 
the needs of reserves, the force 
must develop more Aboriginally 
centred models of justice 
administration.
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TiNa Basi

Geography Student Earns Praise for Innovative ResearchDAve BoSCHMAn (MSc candidate, Geography) received an honourable mention for his research presented in February at the first annual Spatial Knowledge and Information (SKI) Canada Symposium in Fernie, BC.  Dave’s research paper was entitled “Projecting the Spread of an Invasive Species in an Urban Park using Historical Spread Rates and a GIS.” 

*  *  *
Women’s Studies Alum are Putting Their Degrees  to Work!
These women’s studies graduates are proof that an Arts degree can provide the professional skills and life experience that spell personal success.
TInA BASI graduated from the U of R in 1998 with a double major in women’s studies and English. She is currently putting her degree to fascinating use working as a corporate ethnographer. According to Basi, “If I had a dollar for every time someone told me that a women’s studies degree would not get me a job, I’d be rich. Thankfully, I didn’t listen, and after I had finished a BA in women’s studies at the University of Regina (1998), an MA in gender studies (2001) and a PhD in gender studies/sociology (2005) at the University of Leeds, corporate America came calling and I now work as a consultant carrying out varying pieces of corporate and industrial ethnography for Intel Corporation and a number of other smaller firms on local, regional, and global levels.” About how her studies have prepared her for this exciting line of work, she notes, “A PhD in gender studies has given me an expertise in the field of commercial ethnography; more than just telling businesses ‘what women want’, I am involved with informing designers, engineers, strategists, and others about the ways in which patriarchal structures shape most everyday experiences. A feminist focus on interdisciplinary study has taught me how to translate my work across disciplines, a skill that has proven useful in the commercial sector.”

 
SHAnnon williAMS-StAwniCkY completed an Arts degree with a major in women’s studies in 1998.  Just prior to completing her degree, she had the opportunity to participate in an International Women’s Exchange program to Trinidad and Tobago, where she conducted workshops on poverty, HIV/AIDS, domestic violence and substance abuse with the employees at an international oil company.  Upon completion of her women’s studies degree, she moved to Edmonton to work with high risk youth for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton. She then went on to work with the provincial government as a Child Welfare Worker. In 2001, Williams-Stawnicky decided to return to school to complete a law degree at the University of Alberta. 

She now works as a federal crown prosecutor with the Public Prosecution Services of Canada in Edmonton, where she conducts general and youth drug prosecutions, and works with the Drug Treatment Court project.  In 2007, she took a three month leave and traveled to South Africa, where she did volunteer work in a primary school, liaising with educators on resource utilization and development, and conducting workshops on HIV/AIDS with children. According to Williams-Stawnicky, it was her first degree that paved the way for her rewarding career. She notes, “My women’s studies degree provided me with an excellent educational foundation and gave me the opportunity both locally and internationally to become involved in interesting work and volunteer experiences.”

*  *  *  
Arts Students Sweep Co-op Awards!

DaVe 
BOsCHmaN

sHaNNON Williams-
sTaWNiCkY 
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The Faculty of Arts is pleased to report that no fewer than six Arts students received Co-operative Education Awards this year! 

Recognition of outstanding work belongs to the following students:
JennA BeDel (Sociology)
JACklYn DeMerSe (Sociology and Political Science)lAurA MACDonAlD (Religious Studies)
AMBer oroSz (Psychology)
JilliAn PArAgg (Sociology)

A big congratulations belongs to JAnet MoleSki (English), who has been named the 2008 Co-operative Education Student of the Year. Moleski was recognized not only for her academic performance, but also for her community and extra-curricular involvement, as well as an outstanding performance in her work-term position in Arts Student Services. In acknowledgement of her hard work, Moleski has been awarded the annual Mantle-Blachford Scholarship.

*  *  * 
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DARLEnE JuSchkA arrived at the 
University of Regina in 2000 and is 
currently jointly appointed to the 
Departments of Women’s Studies and 
Religious Studies. Her current research 
reflects a diverse scholarly background 
that began with her undergraduate 
studies in classics at the University of 
Waterloo. After that came a master’s 
degree in the area of ritual studies at 

Wilfrid Laurier University. This post-graduate work focused 
on death as a rite of passage and she gained valuable 
field experience doing work at a funeral home in order 
to research her topic. She initially considered continuing 
this line of study when she began a PhD at the University 
of Toronto, but found herself becoming more and more 
engaged with feminist theology and the interactions 
between feminist critics and the Catholic Church. These 
feminist and literary critical perspectives meshed with 
her interest and previous training in ethnography and 
ritual studies and resulted in a multi-disciplinary doctoral 
dissertation, entitled Feminist Encounters with Symbol, 
Myth, and Ritual: Mary Daly, Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, 
and Rosemary Radford Ruether.

Juschka is currently completing a book that captures her 
multi-disciplinary training and ethos. Titled Political Bodies, 
Body Politic: The Semiotics of Gender (Equinox Publishing), 
the book is an analysis of gender that draws on various 
theoretical frameworks, including feminism, queer theory, 
and gender studies. It is uniquely structured so that each 
chapter is an examination of the construction of gender 
in relation to the three categories of symbol, myth, and 
ritual within a particular social and historical context, be it 
demonic possession, or the historical text of the Iliad.   

Juschka retains this broad-based and multi-disciplinary 
approach in her other research endeavours. Currently, 
she is hard at work on various projects, one of which is 
“The Healing Journey: A Longitudinal Study of Women 
who have been Abused by Intimate Partners.” This is a 
tri-provincial, ten-year study of women emerging from 
abusive relationships, funded by a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada Community-
University Research Alliances (SSHRC-CURA) grant, and 
grants from the Prairie Action Foundation. This study is the 
first of its kind in Canada and aims at closely examining 
the experience of intimate partner abuse and the lasting 

repercussions it has for the lives of women. The project 
tracks women as they navigate through their situations 
of domestic violence, drawing not only on interviews 
with those who have experienced violence but also on 
the experience of psychologists, social workers, and the 
expertise of community-based agencies such as Regina 
Transition House and Family Services Regina. Juschka is the 
research site coordinator for Regina, and also sits on the 
communications and qualitative interviews committees. 
Also involved are MArY HAMPton (Psychology, Luther), 
wenDee kuBik (Women’s Studies) and Bonnie 
JefferY (Social Work), all from the University of Regina. 

Another multi-disciplinary project that Juschka is taking 
part in is “Gendering Livelihood Vulnerability and Livelihood 
Adaptation to Climate Change in Ghana.” This research 
project aims to examine climate change and its impact in 
rural Ghana with a view to analysing the ways that these 
impacts are “gendered,” or differently felt by Ghanaian 
women and men. This project features an interdisciplinary 
team that also includes louiS AwAnYo (Geography, 
Luther) and Joe PiwowAr (Geography). 

These are two very different projects, Juschka contends, 
but what they share is the underlying assumption that 
gender matters and is something researchers must pay 
close attention to. For her, gender and the ways it has 
been variously constructed by religion and culture play a 
key role in determining every aspect of lived experience. 
The most worthwhile type of research, in her mind, is 
when community work and scholarship intersect. This is 
a value reflected in her current research projects and the 
community work she regularly takes on.  Among many 
others, she has been involved with community groups such 
as the YWCA, the Stardale Women’s Shelter and the Kitchen 
Table Collective, and she currently sits on the Board of the 
Regina Women’s Community Centre and Assault Line.   

Juschka believes that it is important for scholars to do what 
they can to facilitate the research of community groups, to 
dispel the notion that the university is a privileged space 
somehow separate from the rest of society. She is keenly 
aware that the perception of the ivory tower academy 
still persists, and she hopes to help someday retire that 
image. Activism is an extremely important part of Juschka’s 
personal and professional life, and it is with a great deal of 
skill and innovation that she manages to so successfully 
blend the two. 

Darlene Juschka, Departments of Women’s Studies  
& Religious Studies
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“The thing the sixties did was show us the 
possibilities, and the responsibility that we 
all had. It wasn’t the answer. It just gave us a 
glimpse of the possibility.”
      - John Lennon

History professor JAMeS PitSulA’s new book New World Dawning: The Sixties at Regina 
Campus (Canadian Plains Research Center, 2008) is an examination of the tumultuous 
time that was the 1960s, and an exploration of how the ideals and themes of this defining 
decade took shape at the University of Regina - then the Regina campus of the University 
of Saskatchewan.  In the book, Pitsula attempts to demonstrate how the broader themes 
of the sixties – such as peace, feminism, and the sexual revolution – played out at the local 
level on the Regina campus.

The main historical record that Pitsula uses in this study of Regina Campus and the sixties 
is the extensive archive of the Carillon, to his mind one of the best and most widely read 
student newspapers of that era. Pitsula’s first foray into the rich archival materials of the 
Carillon came through his research for his earlier book about the history of the University 
of Regina (As One Who Serves: The Making of the University of Regina, McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, 2006).  Inspired and extremely impressed by the quality of what he was 
reading, he was motivated to produce a book about the U of R in the 1960s. 

In Pitsula’s own words, his aim was to “reproduce the sixties experience of Regina students, 
and to capture how they interpreted the times they were living in.” He notes, “The Carillon 
enables us to re-enter their world and get a feeling for the emotional penumbra that 
surrounded events.”

According to Pitsula, the Carillon is the ideal vehicle to navigate through the historical record 
of tumult and change that the sixties ushered in, as it was during this time that the paper truly 
came into its own, fundamentally and irreversibly challenging the notion that a University 
newspaper should only write about ‘university’ things, like varsity sports and exam schedules. 
The Carillon rose at a time of transformation, when student editors and authors realized they 
could choose to voice opinions about the things going on in the world, such as the Vietnam 
War. And making their opinions known is just what they did. So relevant, and of such a high 
caliber, was the material published in the Carillon that some of its articles were even picked up 
nationally by the Globe and Mail.

James Pitsula’s New World Dawning: 
celebrating Regina campus, the 1960s, and the 
Carillon’s Voice of a new Generation

1

�

3
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In poring over the archived Carillon articles, Pitsula notes that he could still detect the 
energy, the zest and the sense of urgency that fueled the paper in its vision and pro-
motion of social transformation – a liveliness he strove to capture in his book. In the 
context of Regina campus, it was a particular articulation of social justice that came 
into focus, one that reflected regional concerns, such as the identification of the rights 
and equality of Aboriginal persons, for instance.

Pitsula notes that the research and writing of this book helped him make sense of a 
period in his own life that he lived through yet had not truly resolved in his own mind. 
He came away from the project having made much more sense of what the decade had 
meant to him and how he felt about its historical legacy. For Pitsula, we are all still in a 
very real sense children of the 60s, in that many of the transformative seeds that were 
planted then remain firmly rooted now. According to him, although the 60s aimed for 
revolution on many levels – cultural, social, and political – what we are left with today 
is a type of fusion of what the 60s proposed and the legacy it was reacting against. 
Many of the political aspects of the revolution, such as anti-capitalism, were never to 
really take hold. Many of the social and cultural aspects of the revolution, however, 
have resulted in radical changes. 

Not wanting to convey a sweeping nostalgia or idealized sentimentality for what the 
60s was, Pitsula isn’t uncritical about this time, or about the young generation that 
led the movement. He acknowledges a tendency on the part of the 60s rebels toward 
self-righteousness, and toward easy moral answers. He notes that, in contrast, today’s 
young people seem to have a more staid realization that things are never simple, and 
that solutions are in fact very complicated. Still, Pitsula has a great affection for the 
gutsiness of that rebel generation, so well documented, and indeed embodied in the 
archive of the Carillon. It is in this spirit of homage that Pitsula has decided to donate 
all of the royalties from the sale of New World Dawning to the Carillon, as its editors and 
authors continue to push the boundaries of journalistic independence and artistry.

1  James Pitsula

�  p. 128, student protest march to the Legislative Building, Carillon 16 Sept 1964

3 p. 165, ‘What’s That You Said’ feature on women’s liberation, Carillon 10 Oct 1970

4 p. 179, Carillon 13 Nov 1969

5 p. 258, the starkly modern U of R campus

6 p. 259, the ‘space-aged’ new library at the U of R

7 p. 271, Carillon 25 Oct 1968 

4

5

6
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new eDition
Murray knuttila (Sociology and Social Studies) has 
published the fourth edition of Introducing Sociology: 
A Critical Approach (Oxford University Press, 2008), an 
introductory text on the basic theories and language of 
sociology, and critical overview of the development of 
the discipline. 

university of regina researchers 
Contribute to national Climate 
Change Adaptation report
Two Arts researchers, DAVID SAuchyn (Geography) 
and PoLo DIAz (Sociology and Social Studies), along 
with colleagues elaine Barrow and norm henderson, 
spent two years helping research and write the Canadian 
Prairies section (Chapter 7) of a new Natural Resources 
Canada report entitled From Impacts to Adaptation: 
Canada in a Changing Climate 2007 (http://adaptation.
nrcan.gc.ca/assess/2007/index_e.php).  In their section, 
Sauchyn and the other scientists on the prairie team, 
who reviewed more than 300 studies, concluded that the 
climate of the prairies is warming faster than the global 
average, and that projections of future climate conditions 
include more frequent drought, but also increased 
precipitation. Similarly, the report found that the prairies 
are losing some advantages of long cold winters, such 
as the limiting of pests and diseases. They also report 
that our adaptive capacity, though high, is unevenly 
distributed, with some regions (e.g. rural communities) 
and groups (e.g. First Nations) more vulnerable. The 
report’s findings note that the effects of climate change 
are already apparent in Canada and throughout the world 
and, as a result, in addition to taking action to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, we will need to adapt our 
thinking, decisions and behaviour in order to mitigate the 
many risks associated with climate change. Institutions 
and civil society will have to play a key role in mobilizing 
adaptive capacity.

*  *  *
grAntS
LAuRIE SykES ToTTEnhAM (Psychology) received a 
Canada Foundation for Innovation Leaders Opportunity 
Fund award for her project “Development Proposal for 
the Saliva and Psychology Investigative Team (SPIT) 
Laboratory.”

ThoMAS hADJISTAVRoPouLoS (Psychology) 
received a major Saskatchewan Health Research 

Foundation Team Grant for “Research and Community 
Alliance for Quality of Life in Long Term Care.”  The 
project will develop, implement, and evaluate 
evaluations designed to prevent or slow down functional 
decline in older adults residing in long-term care 
facilities, with the aim of improving quality of life. 

AnnETTE DESMARAIS (Justice Studies) received a Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council Aid to Research 
Workshops and Conferences in Canada award in support of 
“Food Sovereignty: Theory, Praxis and Power,” a two-day 
workshop to be held at U of S in November 2008. 

JuLIA SIEMER AnD JoE PIWoWAR (Geography) 
have signed a contract with the Regina-Qu’Appelle 
Health Region (RQHR) to do GIS mapping over the 
summer in support of the RQHR’s “Understanding the 
Early Years” program.  In addition to the mapping, they 
will be providing advice on the collection and storage 
of community data related to resources, services and 
programs in Regina for families with young children (ages 
0-6 years).

DonGyAn BLAchFoRD (International Languages) 
has received a three-year Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council Standard Research grant for the project 
“Trilingual Education in China:  Cultural Assimilation and 
Economic Necessity Among Minority Peoples.”  

JoE PIWoWAR (Geography) was awarded a National 
Services and Engineering Research Council Discovery 
Grant for his project “Creation of an Environmental 
Normal for the Northern Mixedgrass Prairie.”  

kAThERInE RoBInSon (Psychology, Campion) was 
awarded a Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council Discovery grant for the project “Children’s 
Understanding and Application of the Mathematical 
Concepts of Inversion and Associativity.”  

MARIon JonES (Economics) has been awarded two 
Social Science and Humanities Research Council grants. 
The first is a Standard Research grant for a project 
examining the social exclusion of immigrant women. 
The second was awarded under SSHRC’s Homelessness 
and Diversity Issues in Canada competition, for the 
project “In From the Cold: Working Homeless and Social 
Inclusion in Western Canada.”

national Summer institute (nSi) 
receives renewed funding

Several members from Arts have been awarded a special 
three-year grant from Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council and Statistics Canada, which is not 



intended for research per se, but rather for teaching research 
methods. The grant is part of the Canadian Initiative for Social 
Statistics (CISS), and its purpose is to implement a data training 
school to teach participants how to use advanced quantitative 
analyses on Statistics Canada’s data-sets. A unique feature of 
the NSI is that it will train participants in both statistical and 
geographical information systems (GIS) analyses. The NSI is a 
joint project of the Departments of Geography (BEn cEcIL, JoE 
PIWoWAR, and JuLIA SIEMER), Psychology (Don ShARPE 
AnD RIchARD MAcLEnnAn), and Sociology (RozzET JuRDI). 
Other significant contributors to the NSI will include MARILyn 
AnDREWS (University of Regina Data Librarian) and nIkkI 
ThoMPSon (Mount Royal College, Calgary). It is hoped that 
the NSI will attract approximately 50 participants from across 
Canada each year who are interested in employing Statistics 
Canada’s data-sets in one of the following three thematic research 
areas: 2008 – cRIME & JuSTIcE, 2009 – hEALTh, and 2010 
– BuSInESS & EconoMIcS. The University of Regina was one of 
three successful CISS applicants this year, and is in good company 
with York and McGill Universities.

*  *  * 

AwArDS
Borders: The Great Lakes Basin as Transnational Region, 1650-
1990 (University of Calgary Press and University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2005), co-authored by RAnDy WIDDIS (Department 
of Geography) (along with John J. Bukowczyk, Nora Faires, and 
David R. Smith), has been shortlisted for the Association of 
Borderlands Studies Book Award. The book has already received 
the 2006 Albert B. Corey Prize, awarded biennially by the 
American Historical Association and the Canadian Historical 
Association for “the best book on Canadian-American relations 
or on the history of both countries.”  

Lynn WELLS (English) was recently named one of the  
University of Regina’s “most passionate professors” in the  
Alumni Association’s “Profs with Passion” contest.

On April 10, the annual Long Service awards ceremony 
was held for members of the University of Regina 
community. Several Arts faculty and staff members 
reached milestones of service in 2007.

10 yEARS
Gayleen Bailey, Student Services
Dongyan Blachford, International Languages
Milagros Charriez, Dean’s Office
Claire Polster, Sociology and Social Studies
Stacey Sallenback, Sociology and Social Studies
Don Sharpe, Psychology

15 yEARS
Hafiz Akhand, Economics
Lois Barlow-Wilson, French
Peter Campbell, Philosophy and Classics
Marilyn Friesen, English
JoAnn Jaffe, Sociology and Social Studies
Evan Morris, Sociology and Social Studies
Diane Mullan, Student Services

20 yEARS
Dennis Alfano, Psychology
Sandra Bingaman, English
Joanne Bonneville, French
Thomas Chase, English
Ian Germani, History
Bernard Thraves, Geography

25 yEARS
Phillip Hansen, Philosophy and Classics
Kenneth Probert, English
Nicholas Ruddick, English
David Sauchyn, Geography
Gary Tompkins, Economics

30 yEARS
Alison Hayford,  Sociology and Social Studies
Murray Knuttila, Sociology and Social Studies

35 yEARS
Bette Fiege, English
Linda Paul, Geography

40 yEARS
Annabel Robinson, Philosophy and Classics

Congratulations to each member for this outstanding 
achievement in service, and for a job well done.
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continued on page 13

lONG seRViCe

(Front L-R: Don Sharpe, Rozzet Jurdi and Richard MacLennan; 
Back L-R: Julia Siemer, Ben Cecil and Joe Piwowar)



rozzet JurDi (Department of Sociology 
and Social Studies) was awarded the 2008-09 
Population Reference Bureau Graduate Fellowship 
in Population, Sexual and Reproductive Health 
and Development for her PhD dissertation.  This 
Fellowship, funded by the Ford Foundation, 
provides a research stipend of $5000 and training 
and networking opportunities to stimulate policy-
relevant research which explores aspects of 
population, sexual and reproductive health, and 
development linkages, in the developing world.  

Professor Jurdi also received a University of Western 
Ontario Students’ Council Teaching Award for her 
teaching in 2006-07.  This award is presented to 
professors who receive an accumulated average 
score of 6 or higher out of 7 on the first 14 questions 
asked on student evaluations. Her average was 6.5 
out of 7. 
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IN MEMORIAM
The Faculty regrets the recent deaths of two retired 
colleagues. ALEx kELLy (Economics) graduated 
from the University of Saskatchewan (BA Hons 1964, 
MA 1965) and the University of Western Ontario 
(PhD 1968), and was appointed to the Faculty in July 
1968. During his career at the University he served 
in a wide variety of administrative roles, including 
several terms as acting head of Economics, acting 
associate Dean of Fine Arts (1982), acting Dean of 
Arts (1984-85), assistant to the President (1986-88), 
and Senior University Analyst (1991-95). He retired 
from his position in 2004, and was granted the 
title of Professor Emeritus. He remained a familiar 
face in the hallways of the Ad-Hum and Classroom 
Buildings, teaching on a sessional basis. At the 
service held in his memory, several colleagues and 
friends spoke, including President Jim Tomkins and 
fellow Professor Emeritus Boan.

RIchARD PoPE (Anthropology) was educated at 
Reed College (BA 1953) and the University of Chicago 
(MA 1954). He was appointed to the faculty in 1967 
as a member of the Anthropology committee of the 
Social Sciences division in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, as it was then known. Dick found the Regina 
liberal arts model congenial, with its strong emphasis 
on interdisciplinarity, and wrote about aspects of 
his Regina experience in an essay published in the 
collection Historicizing Canadian Anthropology, 
published two years ago by UBC Press. In his latter 
years, Professor Pope took up residence in Tyvan and 
then later on Gabriola Island, where he passed away.

Dean’s Research Awards
Please congratulate the following colleagues on 
their success in the recent Dean’s Research Awards 
competition:

JoycE GREEn for “Measuring Policy Issues in the 
Saskatchewan 2007 Election”
WEnDEE kuBIk, DARLEnE JuSchkA, MARy 
hAMPTon (with BonnIE JEFFERy and cARRIE 
BouRASSA) for “The Healing Journey:  Interviewing 
the Interviewers”
JocELynE PRAuD for “Gender Parity, French 
Political Elites and Ségolène Royal”
hEAThER PRIcE for “Evaluation of an Investigative 
Interviewer Training Program”
ToBIAS SPERLIch for “Models and Photographs as 
Miniatures in Colonial Samoa”
kRISTI WRIGhT for “Practices of Canadian 
Anesthesiologists”
STuART WILSon for “The Distribution of Children, 
Income and Wealth in Canada”
MITch DIAMAnToPouLoS for “Globalization, 
Innovation and Co-op Development in Quebec”

*  *  * 

APPointMent
MARy hAMPTon  (Psychology, Luther) has been 
appointed the Saskatchewan Academic Coordinator for 
RESOLVE, or Research and Education for Solutions to 
Violence and Abuse. This prairie research network pools 
resources to address family violence and examines 
the social, legal, psychological, health and financial 
problems violence creates for tens of thousands of 
Canadians. In her new role, Hampton will act as a 
liaison between academic researchers and the broader 
community.

Hampton teaches courses on humanistic psychology 
and the psychology of women at Luther College 
at the University of Regina. Her research has long 
focused on issues such as domestic violence; she 
recently co-edited the book Intimate Partner Violence: 
Reflections on Experience, Theory, and Policy as part 
of RESOLVE’s “Hurting and Healing” series. Over the 
years, Hampton’s research has also focused on issues 
such as elders as healers, the sexual health of Aboriginal 
youth in Canada, and the intersections between racism, 
sexism and colonialism.

continued from page 12
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u of r Conference examines the 
Saskatchewan economic Boom
On January 11, the University of Regina was the site of the conference 
“Saskatchewan Economic Boom - Challenges and Opportunities,” 
co-sponsored by the Organization of Saskatchewan Applied Research 
Economists, the Saskatchewan chapter of the Canadian Association 
of Business Economics and the Department of Economics.  The goal 
of the conference was to encourage the exchange of ideas between 
government, university and private sector economists. That goal 
was reached as 60 participants were in attendance,  including 
University faculty, students and alumni, policy analysts from nine 
provincial government ministries, the federal government and 
regional economic development authorities, as well as several private 
sector consultants. There were six presentations during the day-long 
conference.  Presentation topics included current economic trends 
(Doug Elliot, SaskTrends Monitor and Hale Ramsey, Saskatchewan 
Finance), housing market trends and issues (Paul Caton, Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation and Oksana Starchenko, 
Saskatchewan Social Services) and sources of economic opportunity 
(GARy ToMPkInS, Head, Department of Economics and David 
Hanly, Saskatchewan Energy and Resources).  Appropriately, two 
presenters have roles in both the government and the University  
– DAVID hAnLy and hALE RAMSEy are sessional lecturers with the 
Department of Economics and the Centre for Continuing Education. 

Jeremy rayner Discusses how not to 
Plan for a resource Boom
On January 23, the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public 
Policy and the Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy welcomed 
JEREMy RAynER (Head, Political Science) to an installment of its 
Armchair Discussion series. Dr Rayner, who has published widely on 
resource and environmental policy, delivered a timely talk entitled 
‘How NOT to Plan for a Resource Boom: Land, Resources and the 
Lessons from Alberta.’ He questioned how land use planning came 
to be at the centre of conflicting priorities in Alberta, and how 
Saskatchewan might learn from that province’s experience to create 
public policy that will lead to manageable, positive changes here. 
 

Psychology Colloquium explores the 
Clinical Aspects of Death Anxiety
Over the years, there has been considerable research focused on 
death anxiety; however, little attention has been given to the clinical 
aspects of this problem. On January 25, the Department of Psychology 
was pleased to welcome PATRIcIA FuRER (University of Manitoba), 
who delivered a talk entitled “Death Anxiety: A Cognitive Behavioural 
Approach.”  During this discussion, Dr Furer focused on the practical 
approaches to the assessment and treatment of death anxiety for the 
clinician. She argued that while there is very little specific research on 
the treatment of fear of death, research on anxiety disorders in general 
and health anxiety in particular has facilitated the development of a 
useful approach to treating death anxiety.  
 

Climatologist elaine 
wheaton Delivers 2008 
woodrow lloyd lecture
The 2008 Woodrow Lloyd lecture, delivered 
by ELAInE WhEATon, Principal Research 

Scientist at the Saskatchewan Research Council, was held on January 
31 at University of Regina. Co-sponsored by the Faculty of Arts and 
the Canadian Plains Research Center, the event brought out a large 
crowd on a cold and very snowy night. Wheaton is the author of 
over 200 publications in refereed scientific journals, books, technical 
reports, and conference proceedings. Her publications include 
the 1998 award-winning book, But It’s a Dry Cold! Weathering the 
Canadian Prairies. 

In her lecture “Weathering the Warming Climate,” Wheaton noted 
that the impacts of global warming will be most strongly felt in the 
Prairie provinces and in the North. As she discussed these impacts, 
she also pointed out the potential opportunities the warming of 
our planet might offer, so long as we are able to adapt effectively. 
According to Wheaton, the more we learn about global warming, the 
better we can prepare for and mitigate any negative effects on our 
agriculture, water resources, forests and health.

This annual lecture series celebrates the contribution of former 
Premier and education supporter Woodrow Lloyd by bringing to 
the University a nationally or internationally recognized thinker or 
researcher to speak on an issue of direct relevance to Saskatchewan. 
 

Philip Charrier reflects on fukase’s 
ravens
On February 8, PhILIP chARRIER (History) presented a lecture 
entitled “Reading Masahisa Fukase’s `Ravens’ Photographs” as 
part of the Faculty of Fine Arts Lecture Series. The lecture was a 
narrative and visual record of Charrier’s recent research into the art 
and life of the Japanese photographer Masahisa Fukase, and raised 
methodological and theoretical questions about the very nature of 
academic writing.

Dr Charrier’s present research focuses on visual culture, colonialism, 
and issues of national identity in twentieth-century Japan.  He is 
currently working on a book on the history of photography in Japan. 
 

Commemorating the Abolition of the 
trans-Atlantic Slave trade
In commemoration of the bicentennial of the abolition of the Atlantic 
slave trade, the Humanities Research Institute, in cooperation with 
the Department of History and the Saskatchewan African Heritage 
Museum, was pleased on February 8 to present a lecture by Ty 
M. REESE (University of North Dakota) entitled “From Luxuries to 
Dependency: Abolition, Conquest, and the Foundations of Gold Coast 
Imperialism.” Dr Reese examined how the role of middleman played 
by members of the Fante ethnic group in western Africa ultimately 
laid the foundation for its own colonization under England’s Gold 
Coast imperialism.

Reese teaches classes on African, Atlantic, early American and world 
history. His current research involves a monograph project, Sortings 
and Slaves: Trade and Interaction at Cape Coast, 1750-1821, that 
examines the consequences of cross-cultural interaction and trade 
upon the peoples of one Gold Coast enclave. 
 

Minifie lecturer Carol off explores the 
Canadian narrative
On March 12, the School of Journalism was pleased to present the 28th 
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Annual James M. Minifie Lecture “The Canadian Narrative: Time for 
a Rewrite,” given by cARoL oFF, the host of the popular CBC radio 
program “As it Happens” and a former CBC television correspondent. 
She is the author of the best-selling books The Lion, the Fox and the 
Eagle: A Story of Generals and Justice in Yugoslavia and Rwanda, and The 
Ghosts of Medak Pocket: The Story of Canada’s Secret War. Off’s work in 
television and radio has won numerous awards, including a Gemini, two 
gold medals from the New York Festival of Television, and a number of 
awards from the National Radio and Television Association.

The School of Journalism’s annual Minifie Lecture series celebrates 
the life and works of one of Canada’s most notable journalists, 
James M. Minifie. A graduate of Regina College (the foreunner of 
the University of Regina), Minifie throughout his illustrious career 
perilously worked as a foreign correspondent during the Spanish 
Civil War and the Second World War and later formed a long-
time association with CBC radio and television as a Washington 
correspondent.

Autobiographical narrative and 
the Public Private life of Simone de 
Beauvoir
The Departments of Philosophy and Classics, Political Science and 
Women’s Studies presented a lecture on philosopher Simone de 
Beauvoir on March 14, with guest speaker MARGARET oGRoDnIck 
from the University of Manitoba. Dr Ogrodnick’s lecture was entitled 
“Simone de Beauvoir: Philosophy or Autobiography?” and explored 
de Beauvoir’s legacy as a public intellectual/individual through the 
autobiographical construction of her private self. During her lecture, 
Ogrodnick argued that autobiography is much more than voyeurism 
into private life:  it is a vehicle for the exploration of ethics and 
political identity as well as a means to assess the legacy and limits of 
political existentialism.

Margaret Ogrodnick came to the study of Simone de Beauvoir 
through an interest in the autobiographies of philosophers, and 
particularly Jean-Jacques Rousseau.  She is the author of Instinct and 
Intimacy: Political Philosophy and Autobiography in Rousseau.

Harriet tubman theatre Production 
Celebrates an extraordinary life
On Thursday March 20 Leslie McCurdy’s award-winning one-
woman show “The Spirit of Harriet Tubman” was presented at the 
University of Regina. This event was jointly funded by the Faculty of 
Arts along with the Departments of Sociology and Social Studies, 
Justice Studies and Women’s Studies; the Office of the Associate 
Vice-President, Student Affairs; and the Faculties of Fine Arts and 
Education.  McCurdy’s play is the harrowing yet uplifting story of 
Harriet Tubman’s heroic struggle to free herself and dozens of other 
American slaves by leading them to freedom in Canada. McCurdy 
wrote this play about 10 years ago and she has been performing it to 
great acclaim for the past decade.

There was a free morning performance of the play staged for the 
University of Regina community of students, faculty, and staff. 
Another performance was also staged that evening for the public. 
 

Stapleford lecturer lynda Haverstock 
Advises listeners to Count their 
Blessings

On March 20, the Faculty of Arts presented its 
annual Stapleford Lecture with speaker LynDA 
hAVERSTock, former Lieutenant Governor of 
Saskatchewan and President/CEO of Tourism 
Saskatchewan.  In her talk “Citizenship, 
Governance and Duty,” she spoke about the 
rights, freedoms and overall quality of life 
that Canadians enjoy. These are privileges, 
she argued, that are unimaginable to billions 
around the world but that we often take for 
granted. She urged all Canadians to celebrate, 

and most importantly to appreciate, the rich cultural and economic 
opportunities enjoyed in this country, in order to avoid being (as she 
has heard Canada described) “the most blessed country on earth, 
filled with the most ungrateful people.”   

The annual Stapleford Lecture celebrates the academic and political 
contributions of Ernest W. Stapleford and Maude Stapleford to the 
Saskatchewan community. As the formative President of Regina 
College (forerunner to the University of Regina), Ernest Stapleford 
provided leadership during the turbulent times of the First World 
War and the economic downturn of the 1930s. Maude Stapleford 
was a driven community activist who took a particular interest in the 
arts and in the advancement of the rights of women and children. 
Each year, owing to the generosity of the Stapleford endowment, 
the Faculty of Arts brings a guest lecturer to the University to 
deliver a talk in the areas of human justice, the status of women, the 
education and care of young children, the rights of disadvantaged 
groups, or the history and art of Saskatchewan.

religious Studies ideas Series 
examines the religious role of food

As part of its Religious Studies Ideas Series, the 
Department of Religious Studies was pleased to 
welcome MIchEL DESJARDInS, who delivered 
a lecture entitled “Food and Religion” on April 
2. During his talk, Desjardins explored various 
religious traditions, including Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism, and Hinduism and discussed the 
various ways that food has been conceived of and 
brought into the service of religious goals and 
values. Desjardins notes that although we can 

make some very general categorizations about the role of food across 
religions, each tradition views and employs food in a unique way, thus 
defying easy classification. 

Dr Desjardins is Professor of Religion and Culture at Wilfrid Laurier 
University in Waterloo, Ontario. His writing and teaching has focused 
on the Christian origins, Gnosticism, the academic study of religion, 
and the role of food in living religious traditions.
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the Humanities research institute Shines the Spotlight on u of r Authors
The Humanities Research Institute was pleased to present another in its series of “Profiling Scholarship” talks. On March 19, the HRI 
celebrated the release of  the new book Wider than the Sky: The Healing Power of Emily Dickinson, edited by cInDy MAckEnzIE 
(English).  According to MacKenzie, Dickinson was a poet whose frequent references to pain and death in her writings have led many 
to dwell on the ‘morbid’ aspects of her work. Biographers and critics, however, have shown that Dickinson used her writing and her 
own experiences with pain to reach out consolingly to those who suffer.

MacKenzie’s passionate interest in Dickinson has taken her to conferences in the US, Europe, and Japan, and she is a board member 
of the Emily Dickinson International Society.  She is the author of A Concordance to the Letters of Emily Dickinson.
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the Department of geography 
Presents giS research on the great 
lakes
On April 2, the Department of Geography was pleased to present 
speaker k. WAynE FoRSyThE from the Department of Geography 
at Ryerson University.  Dr Forsythe presented a talk entitled “GIS-
based Geospatial Analysis of Sediment Contamination in the Great 
Lakes,” in which he discussed his research on lake-bottom sediment 
core samples collected between 1960 and 2004 and advances 
in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) that enable clearer 
interpretation than previously possible.

 
According to Forsythe’s analysis, results show recent improvements 
in some key contaminant concentrations; however, large areas 
within the lakes still exceed Canadian sediment quality guidelines.

 

Department of french Seminar Series
On April 3, ThoMAS BREDohL and IAn GERMAnI (History) 
spoke  as part of the Department of French seminar series. The 
lecture, delivered in French, was entitled “Capitalizing the Nation: A 
Comparative History of Berlin and Paris.”

winter Session of Philosophy Café is 
an unqualified Success!
The Winter installments of the Department of Philosophy and 
Classics’ Philosophy Café series featured the following discussions:

“Strange Philosophical Occasions,” a discussion led by BéLA 
SzABADoS on January 17

“Ethical Issues in Stem Cell Research” a discussion led by DAVID 
ELLIoTT on February 26.

“Shopping for Metaphysics,” a discussion led by PETER cAMPBELL, 
March 20.

The spotlight was on the Philosophy Café discussion series in a recent 
article by the Regina Leader-Post. The article focused on David Elliott’s 
session, which drew attention to a timely topic – stem cell research 
and the moral rights of embryos. Many came out to Café Orange to 
exchange views on this often-polarizing debate. 

The Department of Philosophy and Classics stages the Philosophy 
Café series throughout the Fall and Winter terms in order to foster 
an open exchange of philosophical ideas, led by a University of 
Regina Philosophy professor. The series will return to the Orange 
Café (2136A Robinson Street) in September. 
 

topical and informative Political 
Science Seminar Series
On February 1, yuchAo zhu (Political Science) delivered a talk 
entitled “Lost in Communication? Political-Legal Issues between 
China and Canada” as part of the Political Science Seminar Series. 
According to Zhu, in recent years Canada’s relations with China have 
deteriorated. While the Conservative government’s policy shift is 
probably one reason for this worsening relationship, he argued that 

recent impasses also underscore some significant differences in values, 
ideas, and political and legal practice between the two countries. 

Dr Zhu’s main research interests include issues surrounding ethnicity 
in China, legal reform and China-Canada relations. 

On March 7, the series featured ShADIA DRuRy (Canada Research 
Chair in Social Justice; Departments of Philosophy and Classics, and 
Political Science) in a talk entitled “Demonizing the Enemy.” The 
discussion contrasted the ancient Greek approach to dealing with 
enemies as noble opponents to the current American tendency to 
demonize one’s enemies. Several fundamental questions were raised, 
including whether it is natural and unavoidable for human beings 
to demonize their enemies, whether it is possible to regard one’s 
enemies with a degree of sympathy, and whether it is possible to 
consider one’s enemies a source of inspiration. 

On March 19 JEnn RuDDy (Political Science) presented “The 
Enemies Within: Feminist Activism in the Saskatchewan NDP.” In this 
talk, she spoke about the ways that feminist activists inside political 
parties play an important role in ensuring that equality issues remain 
on the agenda. She noted that interviews with 12 members of the 
NDP women’s committee revealed that the party culture is hostile 
to internal feminist critiques of party policies and processes. Reddy 
argued that the Saskatchewan NDP ought to be more open to 
internal dissent and more receptive to critiques of power relations if 
it is to adequately address the lived realities of Saskatchewan women.

Ruddy, a sessional lecturer, won a SSHRC scholarship for her MA 
thesis, “From Policy Advisors to the Enemies Within: Feminist 
Activism in the Saskatchewan New Democratic Party, 1982-2006.”

Coffee House Controversies Percolate 
at Chapters

The Coffee House Controversies series at 
Chapters bookstore was in full swing during the 
Winter term, featuring five new speakers with 
five new hot topics.

Lynn LouTzEnhISER (Psychology) kicked 
off the series with her talk “Do Parents Really 
Matter?,” in which she examined the link 
between parental behaviour and children’s 
outcomes and questioned whether parents have 
as much of an impact as we tend to think they 
do.

ToBIAS SPERLIch (Anthropology) gave a 
talk entitled ‘What’s with all the Junk? Cultural 
Property, Museums and Repatriation in the 
South Pacific” in which he examined the thorny 
issues of ownership and control over culturally 
esteemed and precious objects.

PATRIcIA ELLIoTT (Journalism) delivered a 
talk entitled “Burma: Flavour of Week? Media 
Coverage of a 50 Year Struggle in a 15 Second 
World.” She discussed international media 
coverage of the fifty-year long Burmese conflict. 
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GEDIMInAS LAnkAuSkAS (Anthropology) gave a talk entitled 
“‘Comrades, Socialism is Unforgettable!’: Paradoxes of Memory in 
Eastern Europe” in which he examined the paradoxical wishes of 
some Lithuanians to recall the socialist past via a restoration of its 
public symbols.

RozzET JuRDI (Sociology and Social Studies) concluded this 
Winter’s series with a talk entitled “Why are Most Arab Women 
Using the Same Contraceptive Method? Limited Choice or 
Overwhelming Demand?” She discussed the reasons, both cultural 
and political, for surprisingly consistent contraceptive choices 
across various countries in the Arab world.

The Faculty of Arts’ Coffee House Controversies series aims to 
engage the community in lively discussions on controversial and 
timely topics by inviting faculty members to speak in an informal 
setting. This year’s series was a huge success thanks to the liveliness 
of our faculty speakers. The Coffee House series will return to 
Chapters bookstore at the start of the Fall term, with the first talk 
scheduled for September 11th. See you there!

timely History lessons from the 
Department of History Colloquium 
Series
cAThERInE TITE (History, Luther) delivered a talk entitled 
“Remembering Frederick, Prince of Wales:  Revisionist Perspectives 
of an 18th Century Patron.”

 STEPhEn kEnny (History, Campion) delivered a lecture entitled 
“The Cadaver Twitches?:  Modern Quebec and Roman Catholicity.”

RAyMonD BLAkE (History) presented a talk entitled 
“Intergovernmental Relations Trump Social Policy: Trudeau, 
Constitutionalism, and Family Allowances.”

kEn LEyTon-BRoWn (History) delivered a talk entitled “The 
Regina Dales:  Rugby-football in the 1930s.”

A literary Potpourri from the 
Department of english oMAD Series
The Winter 2008 OMAD Program from the Department of English 
featured a diverse selection of speakers, including: 

nILS cLAuSSon (English) spoke on “Hearing the Notes of 
Coleridge’s Eolian Harp over the Roar of Arnold’s Ebbing Tide: 
‘Dover Beach’ as a Coleridgean Conversation Poem.”

ScoTT WILSon (MA Candidate, English) delivered a talk entitled 
“’Pumping Gas and Waiting Tables’:  Post-Consumerism and American 
Masculinity in Crisis in Chuck Palahniuk’s Fight Club.”

RoBIn GAnEV (History) spoke about “Poverty and Charity in 
Popular Ballads, 1700 – 1850.” 

“Anything people do is culture. 

i’m culture, you’re culture. 
there’s as much of it in regina as 

in london, Paris or new York.”
- Gediminas Lankauskas

  Department of Anthropology

According to Lankauskas, culture is not limited to museums and art galleries, 

music halls or libraries, nor is it only to be found in large cosmopolitan cities. 

Rather, a more accurate definition of culture would be broad and flexible 

enough to encompass the whole of human social practice, interaction, and 

meaning-making, wherever it is found. In this sense, everything is culture, 

and everyone is culture, because culture is a constant process of interaction 

between human beings and the world around them.
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