
As a student of the Saskatchewan Collaborative Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, 

I consider myself extremely fortunate to be granted access to the vast resources available via the 

Dr. John Archer Library. The Dr. John Archer library is so much more than an electronic 

collection of information that can be accessed remotely; it is also a welcoming 

environment that is filled with knowledgeable and understanding experts that are always willing 

and ready to assist students like me. 

In the first semester of my program, I had the opportunity to attend a library information 

session conducted by Mary Chipanshi, Nursing Liaison Librarian. I was blown away by Mary’s 

knowledge and expertise on the library databases and how to effectively utilize them. Through 

the information session, Mary touched on several searching tips, including the use of keywords, 

subject terms, limiters, and Boolean operators. Mary also addressed phrase searching, truncation, 

and subject headings, which can all be used to produce a more efficient search. Using these 

techniques, I was able to develop a search strategy that was specific, relevant, and manageable 

for my CNUR 201 research project last semester.  

The research project I was tasked with in CNUR 201 required me to critically reflect 

upon a topic of interest, analyze pre-existing literature, and consider its relevance to the nursing 

profession. Through the entirety of my project, I had the opportunity to apply the skills I had 

been taught at the library information session to search for and appraise an abundance of 

pertinent peer-reviewed articles on harm reduction as it relates to substance use and addictions. 

Without access to the Dr. John Archer Library resources, I am certain that my research would 

have taken much longer to complete, and I would have struggled to locate articles that were 

relevant or recent.  



Although much of my research for my CNUR 201 project was accomplished through the 

Quick Find Database, this semester I find myself navigating other areas of the online library 

resources such as the CINAHL, PubMed, and Cochrane Library Databases and becoming more 

confident and comfortable in doing so. I have even utilized the general reference resource which 

provided me with easily accessible assistance via the online chat function. Thanks to the Dr. 

John Archer Library, and the many experts they employ, I feel very confident in and excited for 

my next research endeavor and know that I will be supported, even virtually, through it all.  

 

 


