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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Signing of Treaty 8; promises made. 
         - Requests for reserve at Fort Chipewyan for hunting and 
         trapping; frustration at failure to make progress on this.  
          
         Richard:  My name is Richard Lightning.  I work for the Treaty 
         Research Program, Indian Association of Alberta.  I'm 
         interviewing this man at Fort Chipewyan.  What is your name? 
          
         John:  I'm John Kaskamin. 
          
         Richard:  What is your present age? 
          
         John:  I was 70 years old last October. 
          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 
          
         John:  Right here in Fort Chipewyan.  That is what is written 
         on my baptismal paper.  Maybe I was born in the bush. 
          
         Richard:  Were you raised here during your childhood days? 
          
         John:  Yes, I've been here all the time.  Sometimes in Fort 
         McMurray when I was working, but I never left this area. 
          
         Richard:  Had there been Crees and Chipewyan here all the time? 
          
         John:  Yes, we have lived together here all the time.  We get 
         along good with them.  That was even when I was growing up. 
          



         Richard:  Have they always been on friendly terms? 
          
         John:  It appears like that.  I've never been bad friends with 
         a Chipewyan.  I'm now speaking as an individual. 
          
         Richard:  Do you have any knowledge or have heard stories from 
         the elders about the treaties when they signed.  Do you recall 
         anything about them? 
          
         John:  Yes, I have some information.  If you want to hear it, I 
         will relate it to you.  I'm not certain what year it was but an 
         Indian agent used to come here from the outside.  That is when 
         it was time for treaty payments, when he brought the money.  
         Anyway, during his visit, there was a man here who started a 
         store business.  He was the interpreter.  He spoke Cree.  The 
         agent was talking but I couldn't understand anything.  Because 
         I was brought up mainly in the bush, I never went to school.  
         We had a chief at the time.  His Cree name was Wee a gase.  I 
         don't know his English name, but he was from the Martin family.  
         The interpreter told the old chief, "There will be some buffalo 
         brought up here. They are going to occupy the park.  The old 
         park went north of the Peace River, so if you want a reserve, 
         you better take it this summer where you desire it to be.  They 
          
          
         will not occupy it as part of the park once you've made a 
         selection."  Now the agent spoke in English.  The old man's son 
         was interpreting.  He just died a month and a half ago.  His 
         name was Fred Fraser.  The interpreter said, "My son, Fred, will 
         go with you to select a reserve and you will put a stake 
         there.  From there you will go in the other direction in 
         selecting your reserve.  My son will mark all of this on 
         paper.  It will be the same as being surveyed."  That is what 
         the agent said through the interpreter.  So the chief agreed to 
         that and the following summer they started moving the buffalo 
         up north. 
          
              Later on I asked the chief what happened to the land that 
         was to be staked out for a reserve.  In the old days, we never 
         did stay here at Fort Chipewyan.  It was only at treaty time 
         that we came here.  We would stay for about 2 weeks and go back 
         into the bush.  So I never knew what was happening here.  He 
         then told me about it.  He said he did not agree with it after 
         all. Because he said, "If we took the land, we would be 
         confined to the reserve.  We would not be able to move about.  
         That is the reason I didn't agree with it. The buffalo are 
         already there and are now occupying the land."  He was the 
         second chief after the signing of the treaty who the agent 
         tried to make that deal with.  That is one of the reasons why 
         progress is so slow today in trying to get a reserve. 
          
         Richard:  When was the park actually fenced in, and was there 
         buffalo in the park before they moved them from the south. 
          
         John:  The time he was asked about the land, it was not yet the 
         buffalo park.  There were some buffalo before, around Birch 
         Mountain but I don't know if they still exist.  I don't think 



         so.  They were called wood buffalo.  They must have disappeared 
         when the park was formed.  Herds of buffalo used to roam all 
         over the place. 
          
          Richard:  Have you ever heard stories from the elders 
         regarding treaties or the promises which were made? 
          
         John:  Yes, like at the signing of the treaty, my grandfather 
         was made a councillor.  He was already getting old when he was 
         chosen to be a councillor. When he still had a clear memory, 
         already many promises were broken.  This is what my grandfather 
         had told me. He said, "Where the band office is located, just a 
         short distance from there is where the treaty was first made."  
         He was there also, as he was chosen to be a councillor.  That is 
         where the promises were made. The commissioner told the Indians 
         that he was sent as a representative for the Queen. He also 
         told the Indians that he brought money to them, too often they 
         were suffering and living in poverty.  The commissioner also 
          
          
         said that the Queen didn't want it to be that way. With the 
         money and other things you are receiving now, this will last 
         until that sun walks and that river flows and the grass grows.  
         That is what the commissioner told the Indians.  I think it was 
         2 or 3 years after that the Indians were forbidden to kill 
         buffalo.  Before the signing of the treaty people could hunt.  
         They would hunt buffalo at any time.  They also hunted ducks 
         all summer long for use as sustenance.  I have seen that 
         myself.  Many things were forbidden already even when my 
         grandfather was still alive.  This is what my grandfather told 
         me.  And about the treaties, is it really the Queen's word that 
         was delivered to the Indians?  My grandfather didn't think so 
         because the promises were too good.  If the Queen really made 
         such good promises, why were they broken in such a short time?  
         This is what my grandfather also told us. 
          
         Richard:  What was your grandfather's name? 
          
         John:  His name was Antoine Toccarroo. 
          
         Richard;  Where do the Indians do business with the Indian agent? 
          
         John:  Things didn't go too well here too. When the agent came 
         on treaty day to pay the Indians, they would submit a request 
         for something.  The clerk would mark everything down and the 
         agent would promise these requests.  Also sitting close by was 
         a policeman in his red scarlet and his gun.  When I was young I 
         used to get frightened.  I thought if the chief or councillor 
         said the wrong thing, they were going to get shot.  After the 
         treaty was over and the agent left, for all we know maybe he 
         threw away the requests which we made.  Then there was an agent 
         here, the people were still making requests.  My grandfather 
         was already dead but here was another chief.  His name was 
         Pierre Whitehead.  The next chief was John Cowey.  He was the 
         one who asked that Peace Point be turned over to the Indians 
         for a reserve. Every summer during treaty, that discussion came 
         up.  The Indians wanted that land. Everything would be written 



         down, but that information never reached its destination.  
         Someone else had taken the letter.  The request never reached 
         the proper office.  I wasn't the only one that heard about 
         this.  Many other people heard the same thing. 
          
         Richard; What was the agent's name? 
          
         John: He is dead now.  His name was Jack Stewart.  He was a 
         fine man. But when the Indians requested reserve land, the 
         correspondence never reached Ottawa. 
          
          
          
         Richard:  Did anyone look into the matter when it was 
         discovered what happened? 
          
         John:  No, they never checked.  Two or three people know about 
         it.  The letter was found here later. 
          
         Richard:  Who found the letter? 
          
         John:  I won't tell you that.  I won't name the person. 
          
         Richard:  It would be of great help to us if you could give us 
         names of people. 
          
         John:  The next time you come here I'll have a name for you. 
          
         Richard:  Thank you for talking to me. 
          
         (End of Interview) 
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