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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Mr. Grandjambe, 80 years old when interviewed, was formerly a 
         trapper.  Describes his understanding of the treaty promises. 
          
              My name is Richard Lightning.  I'm a field researcher for 
         TARR.  I'm talking with an elder here at John D'Or Prairie. 
          
         Richard:  First of all, I'll ask this elder his name.  What is 
         your name? 
          
         Michael:  Michael Grandjambe. 
          
         Richard:  How old are you? 
          
         Michael:  I'm 80 years old. 
          
         Richard:  Where were you born? 
          
         Michael:  Yes, I was born somewhere in this area. 
          
         Richard:  Do you know of any stories or heard stories from 
         elders which are related to the treaties, when they were signed 
         and how they came about? 
          
         Michael:  They were told they would receive everything. It 
         would never be taken away from them.  I heard that myself 
         because I was at the first treaty.  The understanding was the 
         Indians could hunt any time for sustenance.  This also meant 



         fishing.  There was never any mention of having a permit to 
         trap or to hunt.  Today everything has changed. 
          
         Richard:  At what place was the first treaty signed? 
          
         Michael:  Yes, it was at Little Red River.  That is where the 
         treaty was made.  They arrived here after making treaties 
         elsewhere.   
          
         Richard:  Do you recall the agent's name? 
          
         Michael:  No, I don't. 
          
         Richard:  Did he have an interpreter? 
          
         Michael:  Yes, he did. 
          
         Richard;  Are there any Metis people living here on the 
         reserve?   
          
         Michael:  There are only two staying here on the reserve. 
          
         Richard:  How did the Indian people understand the conditions 
         of the treaties when they were presented to them by the 
         government?  Did they really understand them? 
          
          
         Michael:  They felt they were getting a good deal as the 
         promises in the treaty looked very good.  It is true that the 
         Indians were being treated good, but that was only for a while.   
          
         Richard:  Do you know if they surrendered the minerals 
         underground, or was it only the surface for agricultural purposes? 
          
         Michael:  You mean farming? 
          
         Richard:  Some elders inform us that the underground was never 
         surrendered.  If minerals and oil were to be discovered,... 
          
         Michael:  No, they were not included. 
          
         Richard:  Did they ever get implements to do farming with, do 
         you know if this happened? 
          
         Michael:  They were promised implements, but they never received 
         them. They did not have anything to use for farming. 
          
         Richard:  What is your feeling towards the nurse who is in this 
         community?   
          
         Michael:  I think she looks after the people. 
          
         Richard:  What was the name of the first chief for the reserve here? 
          
         Michael:  I remember him because I was there. His name was Sewapagaham. 
          
         Richard:  Is there enough reserve land here in proportion to 



         the number of treaty Indians who live here? 
          
         Michael:  I don't think so.  We have many young people and more 
         are being born.  I think the reserve is too small. 
          
         Richard:  There are Indians who live at Fox Lake, how did they 
         get there? 
          
         Michael:  Those people belong to this same band.  That was the 
         original reserve. This became a reserve later on. 
          
         Richard:  Was it always under this chief here? 
          
         Michael:  Yes, he represents both reserves. This was also true 
         with the former chief, Andrew Sewapegaham's dad. 
          
         Richard;  Did you do any trapping yourself when you were younger? 
          
          
          
         Michael:  Yes, I trapped for a long time, until I wasn't able 
         to do it anymore. 
          
         Richard:  Were you ever bothered or troubled with non-Indian 
         trappers?   
          
         Michael:  No, they were never a problem.  When my trapping days 
         were over, that is when I came here.  It has been a long time now. 
          
         Richard:  What do the people here make a living with? 
          
         Michael:  Many depend on hunting and trapping and fishing.  The 
         fishing has not been restricted here yet. 
          
         Richard:  Thank you for the interview. 
          
         (End of Interview) 
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