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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Frank Halcrow, aged 59, describes:  taking of Treaty 8; 
         establishment of reserves at Lesser Slave Lake; current 
         problems due to small size of these reserves. 
         - Tells story of a moose hunting expedition at time of great 
         food shortage.            
          
         (Tape IH-285) 
          
         Inter:  Frank Halcrow is your name?  From Raymond Reserve?  How 
         old are you?  You are 59 years old?  That's a nice old age.  
         Would you tell us what you heard from our grandfathers about 
         our first treaties?  Tell it to me as if you were telling a 
         story.   
          
         Frank:  Long time ago my grandmother told me about the people 
         when they first arrived here.  They finished getting the people 
         together.  At this time the people who had scrip did not 
         drink. This was mentioned to them firstly. Money was offered to 
         them but they took reservations instead. Some preferred to take 
         money.  These people are now known as Metis because they 
         accepted scrip.  The Metis were paid in full right away.  The 
         Indian was promised land until the sun shall shine.  He was 
         also given the land underneath the surface which would include 
         oil rights.  This would be the same with water where he could 
         fish on top and he could kill anything for himself, he was 
         promised.  From there when the treaties were made, there were 
         many Metis and the treaties having been made, the Metis could 



         no longer accept scrip.  That is why there are many of them on 
         our reserves.  When this came into being, take like for an 
         example, there is a divisional line on our reserve, that is why 
         it is small.  Our grandfather was the first one to bring this 
         about - the splitting up of the Indians; treaties and Metis.  
         The people lived all over. They lived all together.  From then 
         on, my grandfather did not want to hurt anybody's feelings so 
         he chose the smaller reserve for himself and his tribe.  The 
         other party must have been thinking about the future of their 
         children, that is why they chose the larger reserve. 
          
         Inter:  This your grandfather has accepted. Why I'm asking you 
         this, what you are mentioning is what your grandfather 
         accepted.  That will have more authority.  This is why I'm 
         asking you this, what your grandfather and grandmother 
         accepted.  Continue what you were talking about.  Was he on 

ice:  Yes, on his mother's side. 

ank:  What happened was, when they were given land, our 
gs.  

rip of land, is what he chose, not wanting to hurt anyone.  

 

He was chief of Drift Pile Band and all the bands. 

ank:  Yes, he was chief of them all.  Well, this person was 

ut 

 

ter:  Do you remember your grandmother mention mineral rights 

 be 

n to 

         your father's side or your mother's side. 
          
         Al
          
         Fr
         grandfather did not want to hurt his fellow Indian's feelin
         That is why he took the smaller reserve which was just a long 
          
         st
         He should have thought more and included more land which would 
         have included 1,000 acres more.  He had the first chance to do 
         this, but he pitied his fellow Indians.  That is why this 

just         happened.  After that took place, this included the creek, 
         like what was said of Kin-noo-shew (meaning fish), the way my 
         grandmother and grandfather told me.  The person known as 

e          Kin-noo-shew, who was leader of the Creek Band or Drift Pil
         Band.   
          

ter:           In
          
         Fr
         the one who used to mention about the future.  I am not saying 
         that I remember this.  We must think of our children, my 
         grandfather used to say.  They did accept a lot of land, b
         they did not take enough while they had a chance, they should 
         have took lots.  There is nothing a person can do now.  It has 
         already happened.  It was their decision. This is the only 
         thing that was told to us regarding land.  He saw a lot of 
         money given to some people and Indians were given reserves. 
         The Indian didn't have any money, but he had land to make his 
         livelihood.   
          
         In
         and drilling oil outside the reserve?  I wonder if mineral 
         rights were surrendered to the King by our grandfathers. 
          
         Frank:  This is what they used to talk about. The ground 
         surface that we live on in the reserve and outside should
         given to us, should oil be discovered.  This is the way I 
         understood it. Wherever oil is discovered.  This is the way I 
         understood it. Wherever oil is discovered it should be give



         us.  Wasn't this our land at first?  Indians owned it in the 
         first place.  This is what my grandmother and grandfather used 
         to say long ago.  When we first moved into this country, my 
         grandparents would say, buffalo were plentiful on prairies.  
         "When the white man began to arrive," he would say, "that is 
         when the Hudson's Bay also arrived."  They would buy all the fur.  
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at was your understanding through your grandmother 
out our hunting?  Did they give away the moose at the first 

 they did not give up their hunting rights.  There 
 

e I 

ed without any moose.  He didn't 
been very poor long ago, but they 
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         As you know, the old muzzleloaders were very long.  The Indian
         had to pile their beaver pelts beyond the height of the muzzle- 
         loader before the Hudson Bay would give it to them.  This is 
         what my grandmother used to say, how the Indian used to be 
         cheated.  Gunpowder was the same; they only scooped out small 
         quantities when trading.  The same was done with everything 
         else.   
          
         Inter: Wh
         ab
         treaty?   
          
         Frank:  No,
         is no such thing for them to give up their hunting rights.  It
         was the Indian who was given hunting privileges.  The Metis 
         also used to hunt for themselves.  In the meantime all these 
         changes have taken place.  You have to have a license for 
         everything.  Long ago, this wasn't the case.  Long ago, I 
         remember when a person could hunt anything, anywhere becaus
         used to do a lot of hunting. 
          
         Alice:  How many miles he walk

e any moose.  It must have          se
         were still able to survive. They didn't follow the poor way. 
         They knew how to provide food for their children.  Long ago, 

c         what some people used to do, they would go hunting and come ba
         empty.  They almost starved, but it didn't happen.  Then one 
         time my father had gone hunting with the others but come back 
         later, empty.  I don't know if they ate anything.  I don't 
         remember him saying, but I always heard him say he never left 
         my grandmother even though he was a Metis.  Then one day the
         left along with my sister.  Everybody said he was going to 
         cause his mother-in-law hardship.  He will starve his wife and 
         children, everyone said.  They left without saying anything.
         They moved to a place, what is now known as East Prairie.  He 
         used to hunt there before. He used to hunt there with his 
         father-in-law at a place called Wallace Mountain.  I guess they

nd          used to hunt all over in that area.  When they first left a
         made camp on the way, then he told my mother, "I will go hunt.  
         If I don't get back, don't worry.  I won't return until I have 
         killed an animal," he said.  Everybody was very hungry, and 
         back on the reserve they were told they would go and starve.  
         This creek has always been here. Long ago, Metis were allowed
         to live on the reserve, but he did, because he was born just 
         six miles from the reserve.  When he left with his family from 
         here, moccasins made of moose hide were made for him.  Long ag
         when a person went hunting, he put on moccasins.  Two pairs of 
         moccasins were made for him because he had a long way to walk 
         and he would have worn them out.  When he left to go hunting he 
         took a little bit of flour and a little bit of tea.  These were
         all he took, then he left.  Then he thought about what was said 



         to them about starving. 
          
         There was no moose nearby

en he went to a place 
, but he was an expert in the bush.  
where there used to be moose, being an 

.  

lled them both. After he had dressed the moose and took some 
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s were to follow this, they too would be able to 
complish things.  If he goes to the Indian agent to request 

 

ter:  Mr. Frank Halcrow, what did your grandparents tell you 
bout the signing of the treaty, what were some of the promises?  

ake 

given fishing rights and could kill anything they 
as also the agreement from then when they were 

t happened was, 
r grandfather took this treaty here.  Well a lot of people were 

         Wh
         expert bushman he knew where to find them.  Then he noticed 
         where there had been moose.  The moose tracks were very old.  
         He started to hunt for them.  He hunted for a long time and 
         then he saw fresh tracks and also where the animals had been 
         eating.  He too, sat down windward and ate what little he had
         After he had eaten, he went again.  This was the second night 
          
         since he left his family.  Then he came upon two moose and 
         ki
         for his family, for he had been gone for two days.  Being an 
         expert bushman, he knew exactly where to go find his family.  
         On the way out he met them coming.  He called out to them and 
         they came.  He went and met them.  My grandmother was so glad 
         she cried.  She didn't ask if he had killed anything.  The 
         first thing she did was to look at his footwear.  Long ago 
         people believed in the Great Spirit, they thanked him.  They
         didn't necessarily kneel down to pray.  Later on, he went ba
         to the camp where the people had told him he would starve his 
         family.  Instead he was the one to provide them with meat, and 
         hides for moccasins.  He had faith in himself to accomplish 
         this.   
          
         If Indian
         ac
         for things, he has to come out with it, even though he says
         there is nothing, there is nothing.  If the Indian agent 
         doesn't cooperate he should leave and go to Edmonton or 
         elsewhere.   
          
          
          
 
         In
       a  

          
         Frank:  Well, my grandmother asked when the whiteman first 

me, they met with all the people, there was no (   ) at that          ca
         time. They were given a choice to take money (scrip) or to t
         land.  Well some preferred to take money and they were paid 
         right there; that's the Metis people now. Well the Indians 
         decide to take land and make the treaty as long as the sun 
         shines and river flow they will have that treaty and no one 
         will break it. 
          
           ....they were 

nted.  That w         wa
         signing the treaty.  The Metis people weren't given any more 
         promises that's how come they live in towns now. 
          
         Well, we are staying in a small reserve.  Well wha
         ou
         living around this area (Metis, White) when he picked this 
         reserve.  He felt sorry for the people so he took a small reserve, 



         that's what happened.  Not like he took a big reserve and thought 

 
 

t a lot of people 
 

our grandmother ever mention mineral rights, did 
r forefathers give them all the land or so much (depth)? 

s 
yplace not only on the reserve.  Anywhere in this country is 

did your grandparents understand in the treaty did 
ey also give away the wild animals? 

  There is no such 
reement but in the treaty agreements it says that we treaty 

tis people.  It's only now that we have to get a license.  Long 

ything 
 live by in this land:  moose, fish, fish, things to live off 

 they 
re given 

 

 

nd bought out of the reserve, it 
e I was told.  Long ago I was told lot 

         about the future and his children. 
          

d a just chance to take a          He took a long strip of land.  He ha
         1,000 acre land but because he pitied other people he took a 
         small portion, that's why.  From there Kee-noo-shy-oo from 
         Driftpile was mentioned by my grandfather, he was the chief of
         all the reserves of this area. He said (Kee-noo-shy-oo) that we
         shouldn't think of others in the future. Well he took a lot of 
         land but still not enough.  While he had a chance he should 
         have taken a lot but it already happened. 
          
         My grandmother also we were given money, bu
         weren't given any.  If it wasn't for the land what could they
         live off.   
          
         Inter:  Did y
         ou
          
         Frank:  According to my grandmother we should have oil right
         an
         our land. 
          
         Inter: How 
         th
          
         Frank:  Not they didn't give them away.
         ag
          
         Indians could hunt anywhere, anytime.  This also included the 
         Me
         time ago, as I remember I paid $2.00 a license and trapped and 
         fished anywhere in any land.  I remember because I was a 
         trapper; now if you try that you will end up in jail. 
          
         When they took this treaty rights, they were given ever
         to
         never stop them from these rights and to use when.... 
          
         The older people were given food every month as long as

ve clothes to wear.  Fall and spring seasons they we         ha
         blankets, canvas, to make their own tents.  Children were put 
         in government schools they were going to be treated good.  After
         ten months of school they went home for two months holiday.  
         They were supposed to be taught in English school not Catholic, 
         that's how I heard it.  When the kids went home for two months
         they were given clothes. 
          
         In this land I am living a

ems it is in the reserv         se
         36-37 are in the reserve. Somebody named Battle took treaty 
         here in Grouard, it wouldn't be called Freeman Reserve.  

           Somebody named Chalifoux took treaty here and was given land.
         Well I was told where this Grouard school is situated our 
         reserve runs through there. The priest as I was told bought 
         half of the reserve. That's what I don't understand what 
         happened.  I believe where I am living is on the reserve.  I 



         bought this house and land, I have title for it we took outside 

hen they had a residence here 
nd 

in this reserve and want to find out 
at's happening to our reserve.  There is 61 members to our 
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         reserve housing.  We made a deal with Indian Affairs to help 
         me. I pay $1,000 a year for this house; they just helped me 

I          borrow money.  Well if I am really living on the reserve then 
         am spending money for nothing. 
          
         Long ago, the priest were here w
         in Grouard.  They had everything from Indian Affairs, horses a
         pigs everything.  When they left and the Catholic School shut 
         down they sold everything.  Now where did all the money go from 
         all the equipment they had from Indian Affairs for the Indian 
         people they were keeping? 
          
         There is quite a few of us 
         wh
         band and we have a small reserve.  There is not enough land we 
         could live off, that is why we would be happy if you could help
         us in our finding out about this reserve and we really need 
         more land for our children.  We got good land here, there is a 
         lot of timber.  Farming is good, the government should help us.
 
         Section 5 two mile block township 75,76 this block this reserve. 
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