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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Signing of Treaty 8. 
         - Establishment of Wood Buffalo National Park. 
         - Requests for reserve at Garden River. 
         Roger:  How old are you? 
          
         William:  I think I am sixty-nine years old, right?  My name is 
         William Seeseewatum. As far back as I can remember Garden River 
         people have always been there.  And it is also told in stories 
         of people being there before I was born and people still live 
         there today.  There is also a school there. 
          
         Roger: Where were your parents born? 
          
         William:  My father was born in the Chipewyan area, called 
         Ayabasca, before he was with my mother.  After he was with my 
         mother, they lived in the Tall Cree area.  Then they moved to 
         Little Red River.  My brother and I used to live and hunt moose 
         in that area.  About that time Wood Buffalo Park was being 
         surveyed.  My family then moved to Garden River area and we 
         still live there.  The only means of survival was hunting and 
         trapping.  There was no other livelihood.  If you couldn't kill 
         anything, you got nothing.  It is not like that today.  Then 
         the white man came to John D'Or Prairie and they lived amongst 
         us until they moved away. 
          
         Roger:  And when did people start being treaty Indians?  Can 



         you remember or not? 
          
         William:  I can remember through stories, but I don't think I 
         was born yet.  Like my father used to say, not only my father 
         but the elders, when they first signed the treaties, our 
         grandfather Harry Nanooch said that they were told and given 
         money.  They were Indians and they were told, "As long as the 
         sun shines and rivers flow," you will get help.  The first time 
         it was ten dollars then after three times it was five dollars, 
         and it is still five dollars. 
          
         Roger:  Would you be able to remember who signed the first 
         treaty?  The first chief? 
          
         William:  It was Jean Baptiste Sewepagaham's step-father.  He 
         was called Tall Cree.  I think he was the one to sign the first 
         treaty, when they first had chiefs. 
          
         Roger:  And were the people told what treaty signing was? 
          
         William:  I don't know.  Like I said, I may not have been around 
         when they first baptized the people and first signed treaties. 
         All the old people were baptized and they were told they would 
         be helped always in this land. My father also said this.  Which 
         ever way they desired help would be given.  The spokesman then 
         was Edmond.  He was the one to finally make people sign by 
         speaking to them.  
          
         Roger: Where did the chief live then? 
          
         William:  He lived in Tall Cree before it was a reserve.  He 
         lived there all the time.  Maybe in Fox Lake.  I may not 
         remember but I think he was Jean Baptiste Sewepagaham.  There 
         was one at South Tall Cree too, then.  There were three 
         reserves as my father told me.  This old man here Michele 
         Grandjambe can remember all this but he is deaf and cannot 
         relate to anyone. 
          
         Roger:  Can you remember when they first made Wood Buffalo 
         National Park? 
          
         William:  I can remember that but my father was not there then.  
         We were living in John D'Or Prairie then.  After it was made we 
         moved in there. So I don't remember very well when it was made. 
          
         Roger:  Were the people notified when the park was being made? 
          
         William:  Yes, but the wardens only went as far as Little Red 
         River.  There was a Metis who went along.  His name was Louie 
         McDermitt.  He was quite tall!  You won't be able to remember 
         him?   
          
         Roger:  Not really. 
          
         William:  He was the one to hand out licenses to people.  We 
         were at Little Red River.  My father was given his trapper's 
         licence.  Then we moved inside the Park.  We had been trapping 



         there already.  Louie McDermitt only went as far as Little Red 
         River.   
          
         Roger:  When the park was extended, made bigger, would you be 
         able to remember why they extended it, and also were you people 
         notified?   
          
         William:  No, I won't be able to say much about that.  I wasn't 
         there when there was a meeting about it.  I heard we were given 
         more land, on this side, in Wood Buffalo Park. 
          
         Roger:  What about Garden River, that's right you already 
         mentioned it. 
          
         William:  People were there for a long time, and there were 
         people there before, and people are still there.  I can barely 
         remember.  Our log cabin used to be in that slough behind that 
         area.  Across the creek was where the chief lived.  The old 
         fellow Antoine used to plant potatoes there.  That's where 
         the name Garden River comes from.  That was even long ago, 
          
         before all this.  I can remember the whole area being a 
         prairie.  It's all gone now.  
          
         Roger:  Can you remember when the Garden River people asked for 
         land at Garden River? 
          
         William:  No, I can't remember.  If I had heard about that I 
         could remember. 
          
         Roger:  Can you remember when Fox Lake was taken, and when it 
         was taken, can you remember if Garden River people also signed? 
          
         William:  We were all notified on that.  Everyone was told. 
         When they first signed, my brother-in-law first signed, my 
         brother-in-law Saul Courtereille, Jimmy Blesse, my father and 
         myself signed and quite a few others. 
          
         Roger:  Were you here then? 
          
         William:  No, we were at Fox Lake.  Everyone was asked about that. 
          
         Roger:  How about the sawmill?  Would you remember when that 
         was there? 
          
         William:  Not clearly, but it was there.  And then a store, also 
         a school.  The sawmill is still there, but it does not work.  
         The schools are there too. 
          
         Roger:  Would you remember who surveyed Fox Lake and John D'Or? 
          
         William:  I don't remember anyone.  Maybe a white man, I guess.  
         Indians used to cut down trees, but it was a white man who 
         surveyed. Indians done the bushwork.  I guess it was a 
         white man.  Indians also done the chopping at Fox Lake.  I guess 
         it was a white man who surveyed there too. 
          



         Roger:  You won't remember who lived at Garden River before the 
         treaty was signed? 
          
         William:  No, I can't remember, because I can't remember the 
         treaty signing. Like I heard, there were people living there 
         before the treaty.  There were people who made their living 
         before treaties at Big Slough and also at Garden River.  People 
         used to live in these places. It can't be too long that 
         treaties were signed.  When my mother and father were baptized, 
         they were old.  I guess it is told that one couple did not want 
         their child to be baptized, and their child fell on a big 
         bonfire and got killed.  I guess that shows of non-believing.  
         When they were baptized, at the same time their name was signed 
         on the treaty list. 
          
         Roger: That will be all then. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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