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         - This 70 year old man describes the problem of getting old and 
         having difficulty trapping, but his reluctance to move from the 
         bush to the reserve at Wabasca. 
          
         Inter:  Could you tell us your name and how old you are? 
          
         George:  My name is George Noskiyi and I am 70 years old. 
          
         Inter:  Could you tell us when the Indian people have been 
         living here? 
          
         George:  I couldn't tell since when they were living here, but 
         I lived here for quite a while ago.  Some were living here 
         before, since I came, but I been living here. 
          
         Inter:  Where did you live before you came here? 
          
         George:  I lived at Wabasca, but actually I came from Chipewyan 
         Lake.  I was just a young fellow when I moved.  I came through 
         Wabasca, and I stayed there for a while.  So I came here and 
         married a girl, but she died. But I remarried again, and I been 
         living here since. So finally I went to Wabasca and my children 
         went to school there. I got a good house from the Indian 
         Affairs, and I left there, and came back to Wabasca.  I've been 
         here since, and I am getting old in age. 
          



         Inter:  Why did you leave Wabasca? 
          
         George:  Because I was used to eating wild meat or wild stuff.  
         But like living and eating like the white man.  It is good at 
         Wabasca. But for wild game there is none at Wabasca. But here 
         there is lots of wild game here, that is why today I stay here, 
         'cause there is lots of wild game. 
          
         Inter:  How about trapping? 
          
         George:  Trapping was good, but I do not trap no more, 'cause I 
         am getting old. The only way I go trapping now is by dog sled. 
         Dogs taking me around. When there lots of snow, it is hard for 
         me to go walking in the bush. 
          
         Inter:  Would you know anything about the past, about how they 
         made the treaty? 
          
         George:  Here. Yes, we've had meetings for a time. It's been 3 
         years since we've had a meeting.  We know quite a bit about 
         work, how it should be run. But the meetings we've had, they 
         haven't said or done anything about it.  We are short of cash, 
         that's why we could not do any work.  It's been a long time now 
         that we've had these meetings. 
          
          
         Inter:  Did they ever promise you if they are going to give you 
         land, through the government?  
          
         Answer:  They have promised, this piece of land where we are 
         now.  But there is very little of good soil, mostly it is 
         muskeg land.   
          
         Inter:  Right now you have very little land or is it that you 
         do not own the land or is it that they loan the land to you? 
          
         George:  We don't rightly own the land; it is 2 years yet before 
         we pay for the land. 
          
         Inter:  Do you have to pay for it? 
          
         George:  Yes, pay for the land. 
          
         Inter:  Did they tell you how much you have to pay? 
          
         George:  I don't think it will be too much, maybe about $75.00 
         for the first payment, but later on, it will be higher.  That's 
         what they promised us. 
          
         Inter:  What was the reactions to the Indian people for 
         paying the land? 
          
         George:  They did not mind because they were willing for it. 
          
         Inter:  Supposing the government did not feel up to the 
         bargain, what would the people think if they had to go out? 
          



         George:  I don't think they can ever go away because they are 
         used to the place. Where a person is raised from, they are used 
         to the place.  Just like me.  I was called to go to Wabasca, 
         and live there and get help from there, like the pension.  I 
         would get lonesome.  For I am used to wild life. 
          
         Inter:  So they wouldn't want to go away from here? 
          
         George:  No, they wouldn't. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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