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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interview focuses on this man's loss of treaty status. 
          
         Linda:  Will you tell us if you were paid treaty money a long 
         time ago?   
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah, we got paid. 
          
         Linda:  Up till when?  When did they stop paying you? 
          
         Ambrose:  About 36 years ago. 
          
         Linda:  Do you know why you quit getting paid? 
          
         Ambrose:  No, I don't know, nobody told me why. 
          
         Linda:  Do you know the name of the Indian agent from whom you 
         were last paid treaty money? 
          
         Ambrose:  No, I don't remember his name. (Mrs. Ambrose Houle 
         said she did know his name but didn't remember it.) 
          
         Linda:  Where did you get paid? 
          
         Ambrose:  Wabasca. 
          
         Linda:  Is that where you were registered? 



          
         Ambrose:  We went there, because that is where they kept 
         everything to pay people. 
          
         Linda:  When were you born?  We have to know the birth date. 
          
         Ambrose:  It's written right here.  Fifty-eight (58) years old.  
          
         Linda:  What was your parents' names? 
          
         Ambrose:  Daniel Houle is my dad, my mother is Annie Houle. 
          
         Linda:  Were they ever married? 
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah, they were married. 
          
         Linda:  Were they married by church?  We have to know for sure 
         so we can investigate. 
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah, they were.  They were religious.  They were 
         Roman Catholic 'cause that's the only religion there is. 
          
         Linda:  Where did they live? 
          
          
         Ambrose:  They separated early.  I didn't even reach the age to 
         see them together. 
          
         Linda:  Did they live in Wabasca? 
          
         Ambrose:  Over here, in Trout Lake, is where we lived with my 
         mother. I don't even remember seeing my father. I guess I was 
         just small when I used to go visit him. They separated early 
         after they were married. They had two children. 
          
         Linda:  When you used to go for treaty money, was your name 
         registered or did you have to be registered before you were 
         given treaty money? 
          
         Ambrose:  People's names were registered before they were given 
         money.   
          
         Linda:  Were your children ever paid treaty money? 
          
         Ambrose:  No. 
          
         Linda:  How many children do you have? 
          
         Ambrose:  Ten children. 
          
         Linda:  Did you ever take scrip, or your dad?  Did he ever take 
         scrip?   
          
         Ambrose:  What is that? 
          
         Linda:  It's land (240 acres of it) that was given to Metis 
         people, instead of taking treaty status. 



          
         Ambrose:  No, nothing. 
          
         Linda:  Do you have another name - a middle name? 
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah, I do.  Ambrose Solomon Houle. 
          
         Linda:  When you got paid, or up to the time you got paid, were 
         you alone or did you live with your parents? 
          
         Ambrose:  My mother and my wife. 
          
         Linda:  Was your mother paid treaty money that time too. 
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah, she was. 
          
         Linda:  And she stopped being paid the same time you were too?   
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah - her and me at the same time -- 
          
         Linda:  And nobody told you anything about why you weren't 
         getting treaty money anymore?  
          
         Ambrose:  No, nobody. 
          
         Linda:  And nobody wrote to tell you why? 
          
         Ambrose:  No, nobody. 
          
         Linda:  What was your treaty number at the time you were 
         getting treaty money? 
          
         Ambrose:  What's that? 
          
         Donald:  Do you remember if you had a treaty number?  You had 
         to have had one. 
          
         Ambrose:  No, nothing.  They never told me that I had one.  
         They just quit paying us, in 1942.  All of us - my mother too. 
          
         Linda:  All your other relatives too? 
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah - but Mrs. Adam Houle said she couldn't remember.  
          
         Donald:  Who were they? 
          
         Ambrose:  At Trout Lake - Amelia Houle - she was paid all the 
         time.   
          
         Linda:  They would also get paid if your brother got paid. 
          
         Ambrose:  They stopped paying my brother Felix too. 
          
         Linda:  What's his name? 
          
         Ambrose:  Felix Houle, he lives in Calling Lake.  He stopped 
         getting paid and my dad too.  When I was a little boy I can 



         remember getting paid (treaty money). 
          
         Linda:  That would be around 1942, 1945. Well, we'll check in 
         his records to see if he was reinstated by court order - if it 
         was heard at all in court.  Long time ago 600 Indians got 
         struck off the band list, in 1942. 
          
         Ambrose:  Yeah - that's about right, about 35 years ago.  I 
         remember that when I was a small boy, we used to get paid. My 
         mother and father used to get paid.  I was brought up - round 
          
         lake and big hills - I was small and I remember when they used 
         to come by the lake here on their way for treaty money.  They 
         used to drop me off here and follow the river up to Wabasca and 
         I used to cry for my mother - that was a long time ago.  
         Sometimes the Indian agent would pass by here and I'd go with 
         him to pay treaty money. 
          
         Linda:  When the Indian agent gave out treaty money, did your 
         parents or you ever miss? 
          
         Ambrose:  How do you mean, when the money was being paid out?  
         They always got paid.  Nobody ever missed. Sometimes the Indian 
         agent came here (to Trout Lake)  to give out money. He only 
         came twice, I think.  All the other times, people went to Wabasca. 
          
         Linda:  Some of the people that were struck off the band list 
         were absent sometimes when treaty money was given out.  They 
         were living in the bush too far away and they couldn't get back 
         in time for the Indian agent. 
          
         Ambrose:  Well they used to go to Wabasca.  That's a long way 
         and some of them thought it was too far to go just for money. 
         That must be why the Indian agent quit paying them. 
          
         Linda:  And the Indian agent must have been too scared to 
         travel in the bush to go paying people. 
          
         Ambrose:  That's true.  That's what happened because people 
         used to go on foot to go for their money. 
          
         Linda:  That must be when he missed people.  They didn't get 
         registered and were stopped being paid treaty money. 
          
         Ambrose:  I remember.  After a while he used to only come to  
         Wabasca.  He quit coming here. 
          
         Donald:  The girls are going to be writing to High Prairie, our 
         regional office, about the pay lists up to 1942 as to why you 
         stopped receiving treaty money. And they'll check those records 
         about those cases that were heard in court when Justice 
         McDonald was reviewing all the status of the 600 people that 
         were thrown out.  Because some of them were reinstated but some of 
         them were left out.  Maybe his case wasn't heard by the judge. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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