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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Treaty status, how it is lost and gained. 
          
         Ernest:  What is your name? 
          
         Maxley:  They call me Maxley. 
          
         Ernest:  How old are you? 
          
         Maxley:  I'm not so sure of that, but I'm over 79 years old, and 
         should be going on 80 years according to the baptismal records. 
          
         Ernest:  Could you tell us your version of how people got 
         eliminated from treaty membership. 
          
         Maxley:  Do you mean the ones who had been treaty before? 
          
         Ernest:  Yes, they were treaty and then the Indian agent 
         eliminated them. 
          
         Maxley:  Yes, that's right.  I don't really know that many 
         people. But long ago, many of the Metis got admitted in the 
         treaty membership.  People were allowed to become treaty if 
         they wanted to.  I know some Metis people were treaty then.  
         And then they were thrown out again.  But the people who were 
         treaty before, man or woman, that I wouldn't know those ones who 
         got eliminated.  They were allowed to get out of treaty if 
         they wanted to. 



          
         Ernest:  Do you know of anyone whom this happened to? 
          
         Maxley:  You mean someone who had got eliminated from treaty?  
         If a person who lived with a Metis, these were the ones he 
         (agent) eliminated.  For instance, my younger sister, she 
         must've got out of treaty, her name was Christian or Christie, 
         she must've been a Metis, or else she stayed as a treaty 
         (uncertain).   
          
         Maxley's wife:  She was a Metis before, then she became a 
         treaty, and had been a treaty ever since.  And what about 
         Os-cha?  Was he non-treaty too? 
          
         Maxley:  But that's what happened any way.  Just like my niece 
         who stays with us. She's the daughter of my sister who had 
         died.  She's a non-treaty and my sister was a treaty. Some 
         people got out of treaty like that, but I'm not sure exactly 
         who had got eliminated, because I can't remember that far back.  
         There's a woman at Chipewyan Lake, they call her Agnes. 
          
         Ernest:  Taccaro? 
          
          
         Maxley:  Yes, that one.  I think she was a treaty, and she got 
         out for good. I know that for sure, when she got out, she 
         couldn't get admitted back. 
          
         Maxley's wife:  Now her children's status is complicated.  
         Just like here son, Freddy who's a non-treaty, who lives not 
         far from here. 
          
         Maxley:  Aren't those people non-treaty?  Right now anyway, but 
         they're working on that, to clarify their status.  There's 
         quite a few from that family, some are young.  I'm related to 
         them, like they're my step-sons, because Ween na sa ka chib(Dick 
         Alook) is my cousin.  They're working on their status now.  
         Freddy Alook, lives here, or have you seen him?  I think they 
         should find out something, since they were supposed to be 
         treaties.  Their father is treaty and their mother was always a 
         treaty too.  I know that happened to that family. 
          
         Maxley:  He was a treaty before, and then he stopped receiving 
         his treaty money, that old man. 
          
         Ernest:  What is his name? 
          
         Maxley:  Edward Letendre.  Johnny Letendre's step-father.  
         Because my uncle Martin Beaver, his Cree name is Pee wee moo, 
         this is his land. He's the one who tells me stories about 
         everything.  My uncle and Edward Letendre grew up together.  
         This creek along the sandy beach, we call it, is about three 
         miles from here.  We lived there long ago when we were 
         children, I remember when they came there, they were on horse 
         back.  They were only teenagers then.  They were all dressed 
         nice.  They were wearing cowboy boots and one was wearing a white 
         cowboy hat and one a black cowboy hat, and they were wearing 



         black belts. They must've been proud.  I remember that time, 
         and he (Edward Letendre) was a treaty.  That's what my uncle 
         used to say, but I never saw him to take any treaty money. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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