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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Aged 70, former chief. 
         - Promise of reserve in Trout Lake/Peerless Lake area. 
          
         Inter:  Our next speaker is called Colin Trindle.  How old are you? 
          
         Colin:  Approximately 70 years old.  I don't know if the year 
         has expired .  On the 16th, I will be 70. 
          
         Inter:  Today is January 17th at Peerless Lake, time 12:00 p.m.  
         Can you now tell us about your land here.  When did the King 
         come here to make treaty.  And the promises that were made 
         perhaps you can tell us. 
          
         Colin:  I can tell you all about that, you were here too. I 
         can tell about that. This is where your wife is from and was 
         born here. All that I can tell about. 
          
         Inter:  Just talk normally as if you were talking to someone 
         else and your voice will be recorded, and will be taken to our 
         office.   
          
         Colin:  That, what I have mentioned, that was written about the 
         land.  From here or from there? 
          
         Inter:  Yes. 
          
         Colin:  I don't know how many years ago, but that was a long 



         time ago. Long time ago, a government official came here during 
         treaty time.  He drew this land. 
          
         Inter:  Reservations?  Recently? 
          
         Colin:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  Oh. 
          
         Colin:  Reservations, he had told me. It won't be counted for 
         as farming land in Ottawa he had told me.  Indian land, where 
         we can make a living on.  So all you will have is a trapping 
         license, he had told me.  You can kill all the moose, without a 
         license, as long as you don't throw away the meat.  You can 
         kill all the ducks you want, and you don't have to have a license, 
         as long as you don't throw any away.  You can kill all the 
         fish you want, and you don't have to have a license, as long as 
         you don't throw any away, he had told me. So this is what happened. 
          
         Wup-pum-ming-gee-oo was the one that did all of this, that we 
         couldn't all gather at Wabasca.  And when he resigned and someone 
         else replaced him, when I went over there, he told me where 
         the reservation steel markers were on Moose Lake.  When he 
         was asked he then told me. When I went over there, the store 
          
         manager never mentioned anything to me until then. So he made a 
         special trip where the Indian people were.  A police officer 
         came over here, and posted a bulletin at the store of the 
         Hudson's Bay. The store manager read me that bulletin, as he was 
         instructed by the police officer.  It was written exactly the 
         way we were told before, that is the way the store manager read 
         it to me.  All you need is a hunting license for this land. You 
         can kill any amount of moose and you don't need to have a 
         license, as long as you do not throw anything away.  You can 
         kill any amount of ducks and you do not need to have a license, 
         as long as you do not throw anything away.  You can kill any 
         amount of fish, and you do not need to have a license, as long 
         as you do not throw anything away.  This is the way the bulletin 
         read, helpfully.  If a person is to be confiscated of his meat 
         by a game warden, he should take him to the place where the 
         bulletin is posted, and the store manager should read that 
         bulletin.  And after he has read it, he should place the bulletin 
         in the hand of the game warden who did the confiscating.  This 
         is the way the bulletin read, I was told by the store manager.  
          
         I have lived here for a long time and this is where my wife is 
         from.  I am 76 years old. This is where I got my old lady from 
         who is now my wife.  This is why I live here. I have been a 
         leader for many years regarding reservation policy.  I was a 
         leader then which this interview is related to. I am not making 
         this up that I am telling you about, this is what was told to 
         me by the interpreters. Because I do not talk English. The 
         priest told me. 
          
         Inter:  At this moment, right here, what did he tell you about 
         the reserve that he followed.  He measured by the lakes.  Would 
         you tell us about that? 



          
         Colin:  Yes, that was the measurement he went by.  Where I am 
         presently living at, the reservation boundary runs very close 
         here.  That is one reservation.  It is about 500 yards, where 
         the reserve boundary runs. 
          
         Inter: That is the 23rd base line. 
          
         Colin:  Yes. 
                      
         Inter:  That is very close where the boundary line is. 
          
         Colin:  This is where the lake runs into the reserve just a 
         short distance from here. He spread out a land map.  That is 
         where there is an iron stake, he had told me. From there these 
         lakes in the centre of Peerless Lake. There is an island out in 
         the centre of the lake.  Across the lake from the island on the 
         lake shore is where the reservation boundary runs. Several 
          
         miles from the north shore lines is where the iron stake marker 
         is.  He drew the reserve in a square. 
          
         The bulletin could still be hung up, as its contents are still 
         valid as we were promised everything by the King.  He doesn't 
         charge the Indians with a moose license, and also for ducks.  
         Any amount can be killed.  Licenses are still not being paid 
         for.  What was he told us about the bulletin still goes. We 
         don't very often see the game warden so he doesn't interfere 
         with us. Just once in a while. 
          
         Inter:  When you expect additional land from the King that was 
         promised to you, is this what you want? 
          
         Colin:  That's it, that's it.  That's the one. 
          
         Inter:  He is not to give you a portion of land where half of 
         you can live in? 
          
         Colin:  No, what we live in now is what we were promised long 
         ago.  This is what was promised to us by the late Queen.  She 
         had decided long ago where to give reservations to the Indians.  
         Where the livelihood would be plentiful.  That is the way it was 
         written when the late Queen promised land to the Indians when 
         she bought the land.  This is the land that was given to us. 
         This still exists, because the sovereignty still exists.  That 
         is still the same one. That rule cannot be broken, because the 
         sovereign still lives, that he had said.  He had gone by the 
         sun.  As long as the sun shines on the earth, her treaties will 
         continue.  As long as the rivers flow, the treaties will 
         continue.  Until we are broken up.  The Indian agent had read 
         that bulletin before giving it to the chief, when I was 17. 
          
         Bigstone was the one who kept that at first.  The paper was 
         approximate in size, here in Wabasca. Here is where they got it 
         from.  And this Indian agent who died long ago, who was called 
         Reeve, I believe, he had read that to the treaty Indians, 
         during treaty time long ago. I was about 17 years old at the 



         time.  It read exactly the same way.  Bigstone was one of our 
         earlier chiefs. He, too had told me how we were promised.  That 
         is the way we understood it when it was read to us long ago. It 
         was read to us specially.  That is the way the treaties were 
         written.  So, this is what you have requested for.  There are a 
         lot of treaty Indians right now. And there are a lot of children 
         too.  They have to have land.  We have a good livelihood.  
         There are plenty of fish.  The younger generation have a good 
         livelihood.  But now, that I am getting old, I'm not as active.  
         I'm useless (chuckle).  I was a chief in those early times. For 
         many years. I was a treaty chief; and I don't know why I was 
          
         released.  Up until now, I don't know why I was released.  I 
         still have a uniform coat and a belt.  The Indian agent never 
         even spoke to me once, he just gave me those things and that 
         was it.  I wasn't even allowed to have him sit, so he didn't 
         speak to me.  So I don't know what he said to me and I don't 
         know what happened.  As long as you live, you shall wear this, 
         he had said to one of the elders.  Until you die, you shall 
         wear something else.  He had told him this.  When, he 
         relinquished his coat, I did not know. 
          
         Inter:  How about a chieftain's badge, do you still have one? 
          
         Colin:  I still have them. 
          
         Inter:  Do you still have them? 
          
         Colin:  No, not any more. 
          
         Inter:  No?  And that time the King came. Is that the time of the 
         rebellion, approximately, when he arrived? 
          
         Colin:  That is the time. That is the time during the war 
         (WW2) on the 13 of June, is when he arrived here.  That is the 
         time he drew a map of the Indian reserve.  That is the time, on 
         September the 5th. 
          
         Inter:  They fought in a hospital. 
          
         Colin:  Yes, that was the year. 
          
         Inter:  Yes, 1939. 
          
         Colin:  1939. 
          
         Inter:  That is when the war started. 
          
         Colin:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  And in June 13th, 1956 is when you came. 
          
         Colin:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  Also, they that brought you the bulletin that was 
         posted at the store and had accidentally burnt, when was that 
         approximately?  How many years? 



          
         Colin:  That wouldn't be hard to find. The agent had taken 
         away hides from the store and went by way of Wabasca. He also 
         took hides away from Mountlence inside a hide house.  That is 
          
         when this person with my name-sake was here.  My name-sake had 
         his hides taken away also.  That is when a policeman came here 
         shortly afterwards, in a hurry.  He also wanted to find out 
         what was happening.  He brought a bulletin along with him and 
         posted it on the wall. 
          
         Inter:  That was...? 
          
         Colin:  A police officer. 
          
         Inter:  A police officer? 
          
         Colin:  Yes, that person that came later.  That was the one 
         that had told us earlier about livelihood.  That is the person 
         who had told us his interpretation of the bulletin was identical. 
          
         Inter:  What was that store manager's name who ran the store at 
         that time? 
          
         Colin:  That was his name-sake, but this is his warehouse. 
          
         Inter:  Oh, this is his warehouse?  That is what was most 
         important.   
          
         Colin:  Jimmy. 
          
         Inter:  Jimmy.  I guess some people remember. 
          
         Colin:  He stayed at Wabasca for a long time.  I know him 
         myself.  But I can't remember his last name. I can't remember. 
          
         Inter:  Maybe... 
          
         Colin:  Norman McLeod is well acquainted with him because he 
         used to work with him. 
          
         Third party:  My father is too.  You have seen Wolf, he was 
         here too, wasn't he? 
          
         Inter:  Alpoose? 
          
         Third party:  Yes, didn't he used to live here? 
          
         Colin:  No, it was another person that used to stay here.  He 
         used to be at the store, then he was transferred. 
          
         Third party:  Yes. 
          
         Colin:  Then he was sent here. 
          
         Third party:  Yes. 
          



         Colin:  I have heard of that name but... 
          
         Third party:  Yes. 
          
         Colin:  But I have forgotten it. 
          
         Third party:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  And about this land you were promised would you like 
         this land to be given to the people that live here? 
          
         Colin:  Yes, yes. 
          
         Inter:  If they can go by the treaty that was promised to you by 
         the King? 
          
         Colin:  Yes.  I would like that because the people from here 
         have children who have to live.  We were told to make a 
         livelihood from this land.  We would like that.  We would like 
         that very much, if that happens about the land being given to 
         us.  If it happens we will be given that land. Everybody that 
         lives here would want land. Mostly everyone.  This land belongs 
         to them. Their grandparents are buried here, the people that 
         live here.  A lot of them were raised here by them that live 
         here. I have lived a long time and ever since I can remember, the 
         old timers have been mentioned.  I know most of their names, and 
         their Indian names, while I was living in Wabasca.  They have 
         been working here for a long time. These are their 
         grandchildren here. But we are from Wabasca, where we were 
         born.  The others are from here.  We would sure like it if we 
         were to be given land. 
          
         Inter:  What do you remember, William and that ok-ey-mow that 
         came at that time, who drew up the map of the reserve to cut 
         across the lake.  Did he say then that no one else could fish 
         in your portion of water? 
          
         Colin:  Yes.  No one else could fish there on this side.  They 
         could fish on the outside portion only.  So the fish will 
         remain for a longer period of time.  And that's the way it is 
         with all of these lakes.  Beaver Lake and the lake with an 
         island.  He drew a yellow mark right in th middle of the lake. 
         We haven't got a land map which would have been nice to mark 
         that indication. 
          
         Inter:  Hmmm, Hmmm. 
          
          
         Colin:  I am looking for that kind of map. 
          
         Inter:  I may have one at my house, but... 
          
         Colin:  I had one but I misplaced it. 
          
         Inter:  Where? 
          
         Colin:  Casland. He was the one who stopped it.  He had many  



         of them.  When he resigned, the other person that I mentioned 
         was the one who sent for me. 
          
         Inter:  But he wasn't here for a long time. 
          
         Colin:  Just for a while.  He was the one who asked me. He had 
         sent for me to see him . He asked me questions but he never 
         mentioned to me about the iron stakes here. He said the reserve 
         was made out before.  He was mostly crooked. 
          
         Inter  Hmm, Hmm. 
          
         Colin:  Because I used to see him all the time when it was 
         treaty time.  He never mentioned to me about surveying. Before 
         I came here, the Metis person was here.  What was his name? 
          
         Inter:  Ah, Ingram? 
          
         Colin:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  Rennie. 
          
         Colin:  So the one that was found, was the one that told me. 
          
         Inter:  He is the one we used to see for everything? 
          
         Colin:  No, just for a while. 
          
         Inter:  Long ago, I used to see Ingram. 
          
         Colin:  Hmm, Hmm. 
          
         Inter:  Ingram, and also (      ) the other man. 
          

lin:  Hmm, Hmm, but I don't know him, so I don't know what.  
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         Take like myself, if I were to tell you my opinion, the 
         white men have looked into the future about our land for 
         time.  Since 1953 aproximately - and this is why we have had a 
         hard time to get only this 775 acres which was given to us.  I 
         guess this land was hidden from us that was given to us.  I 
          
         gu
         the people here about this land.  Government, even though it 
         was provincial, we negotiated with to try and get this. I gues
         it was hidden from us, the reason why it wasn't mentioned to us. 
         It must have been set aside for us from the beginning.  We 

rst.          didn't know about it, that is why we didn't ask for it at fi
         Instead we tried to ask about many other issues. Finally when 
         we couldn't get anything accomplished we accepted this. You 
         would be better off to take this amount that you are being 
         given because, finally, you might not be given anything, we 
         were told. Well, we were scared, finally, so we went and sign
         our names in the city.  So this is what was given to us.  It 
         was better than nothing.  So the white man must have had a 
         reason to have been very stingy about this land here. That i
         why they told us to come back and see them in five years. We 
         were told that we could start any programs that we wanted, we 



         were told.  What about after five years, what will they do?  Then 
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         they will just descend on us, then we will be left just laying 
         around here.  Then the white man will take over everything.  

          That is the way I see everything.  This is why I am attempting
         to get something.  Because it was given to them in the first 
         place.  It's still theirs.  It is because they lost that 
         document why they don't own that. That's what we're trying
         get is that document. And we now have his word so that's quite 
         a bit. And if we can get ahold of the name of the Minister of 
         Indian Affairs in Ottawa who at that time gave it to him.  Well
         it shouldn't be all that hard to get a hold of.  Because some 
         of these are Metis people we lived together with.  We keep 
         them in mind because they aren't that many anyway.  There is
         way we can negotiate, maybe we can.... 
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