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         Alfred:  I would like to ask what your name is first. 
          
         Colin:  Colin Trindle. 
          
         Alfred:  How old are you now? 
          
         Colin:  Seventy-eight or around there, I don't quite remember. 
          
         Alfred:  Where were you born? 
          
         Colin:  Wabasca, I guess.  My parents had died a long time ago.  
         I was just a child then. I don't really know, but they used to 
         stay in Wabasca.  It was around 18th of February that I was 
         baptized, the priest had told me.  My parents had lived in 
         Wabasca.   
          
         Alfred:  Yes, and that must be where you were born? 
          



         Colin:  That's where I was born. 
          
         Alfred:  How long have you been living here now? 
          
         Colin:  About fifty-six years I've been here. 
          
         Alfred:  What is this place called where you're living now? 
          
         Colin:  Where I'm living now?  They call it Peerless Lake in 
         English.   
          
         Alfred;  Where were you used to live before you lived here? 
          
         Colin:  Just around here not far away, and about three 
         miles from Long Lake.  That's where I lived before I moved 
         here.   
          
         Alfred:  And have you ever heard your parents mention where 
         they came from? 
          
         Colin:  I just don't know where; I guess it was at Wabasca. 
          
         Alfed:  I guess the people have lived here a long time now. 
          
         Colin:  A long time now, ever since I could remember, people 
         used to live here.  All the old people were buried here around 
         here at Trout Lake.  I used to hear about a Hudson's Bay.  I did 
         see that Hudson's Bay when the dog team were still used for 
         transportation here at Trout Lake.  One old person bought 
         those, an Indian, Ee-nask was his name.  He was our great- 
          
         grandfather.  I never got to see him. He was put as the head 
         boss by the Hudson's Bay boss.  I still could remember when the 
         dog team were used when they used to haul food, and also to 
         Chipewyan Lake.  It's the Wabasca people that are living here, 
         but they were born and raised in Wabasca.  Our grandfathers, this 
         is where they made their living, from trapping.  And this one 
         (Ee-nask) used to do the hauling for the Hudson's Bay.  This one 
         time an agent came from the government agency.  I don't know 
         how many years ago that was.  He surveyed the land and he gave 
         us the land. There is a point on the lake, you can see it, it 
         is behind that point (east shore of Peerless Lake), that is 
         where (Twp. 88-89) survey lines pass by.  That's how the old 
         survey lines went.  There is also a survey post (iron post) 
         where that survey line comes out to the lake shore.  It was at 
         that point that he (the gov't agent) indicated on paper that 
         the reserve would start.  The place called the narrows, by the 
         bay (Twp/ 88-89 -- Rge 34 ext. of 2 sections west of the fifth 
         meridian), it was at that point that he (the agent) indicated 
         the boundary would go in the easterly direction, then straight 
         across the lake, Trout Lake. The lake called Island Lake the 
         line also went straight across.  Then northerly across to 
         (Skunk Lake) now known as Quitting Lakes, about two miles 
         north, there is also another survey rod.  That's the area he 
         wrote or committed, that agent came from the federal 
         government.  He was sent for that specific purpose (to mark out 
         the boundary lines), because I had requested land, while I was 



         still a councillor.  So when I asked them (the fed. gov't) for 
         reserve land, he wrote him (letter) the agent.  We call that 
         person, money boss (term used for agent in early treaty), the 
         person that was responsible for us.  He's the one that wrote my 
         speech.  The following year he (the agent) come with him, 
         that's the one he gave us, so he told me.  Charlie Anderson was 
         the name of the person interpreting; he interpreted for the 
         government agents.  Through his interpreting he was able to 
         travel with the federal government agents for 23 years.  He 
         (Charlie Anderson) worked for them (federal government) for 23 
         years, he was the one that came and interpreted for us 
         (Peerless Lake People).  At that time, so the interpreter told 
         me in this way, "No whiteman shall interfere in this land that 
         I give you," Charlie said, "just you people only.  You can 
         fish, he says.  Wherever we go to do some business, our 
         business must stand, because we are at the federal government 
         level, responsible for this land," he says.  So there are no 
         boundaries, or signs, but he signed (agent) - one of the agents 
         that was in Wabasca at that time. 
          
              When that agent was terminated, another came there, 
         another agent, a white man, to continue the work for him 
         (previous agent).  His successor wrote me a letter, when he 
          
         arrived; he wanted me to see him. I went to see him.  Edward 
         Henny was his name, but he is no longer alive.  I asked him to 
         come with me.  He was a councillor, to go see him (the new 
         agent).  He (Edward Henny) was good at speaking English.  So he 
         was the one who told me what happened, asked the agent.  "The 
         survey rods are here in the warehouse, to mark the boundary 
         lines in Trout Lake for an Indian reserve," said Edward Henny, 
         interpreter.  "No, I didn't know, this is the first time someone 
         mentioned that to me.  Every time I come here I see the agent 
         here, he has never mentioned it (the survey rods)."  I said. 
         The interpreter told him (the agent). 
          
              The federal goverment agent was amazed and said so.  So 
         that was the one (the federal gov't agent) that stopped the 
         marking of the boundaries.  And that white man, his name was Pat. 
         He was a forestry person or Fish & Wildlife.  I think that 
         was the person he dealt with, I think.  That white man suddenly 
         arrived here and broke up this reserve here.  He went so far as 
         to survey roads right at our doorstep.  So that agent that told 
         me at that time, the trapping license is all you will have for 
         this part of the land.  You are free to kill moose anytime, you 
         don't have to have a permit or license; you can kill any number 
         of ducks, you don't need a permit or license; you can kill any 
         number of fish you want, you don't need a permit or license; 
         just so long as you don't throw them away to waste.  That's 
         what the interpreter told me.  So that agreement was in effect, 
         (and some of it is still standing). 
          
              There was also another time when one of the federal 
         government agents passed, it is our children that will receive 
         assistance, he came to tell us.  So that agent asked me, "Is 
         there any thing that you don't agree with, in the way of life 
         your people have?"  This was told to me by an interpreter, this 



         is what the agent asked.  I said "No." "I brought something with 
         me to ask him" said the agent through an interpreter.  To him I 
         said "No, that federal agent that left us here with our land 
         and the agreement we made with him still stands today," I said 
         to him.  "I was told to ask him, if there is anything that 
         obstructs their way of life," said the agent through an 
         interpreter.  (doesn't remember the name of interpreter) "If 
         there are any future changes, where he is now living, he will 
         get someone to write to us, to let us know just so long as he 
         doesn't have a white man to write for him, when he writes to us.  
         An Indian, Vern, if he is not a good writier when he writes the 
         letter for him (Colin), that's no problem, we will understand 
         what he is saying, when we read the letter," said the agent 
         through the interpreter. 
          
          
              That reserve land that was given to us, I asked about it, 
         we're on the verge of being told to move away.  However, when 
         that federal agent gave us the land, he said that no white man 
         shall take even one tree from inside this area.  "You are the 
         only people allowed to fish here."  This is what he told me. 
          
              Now what about these houses that fill up this area, whose 
         houses are those, we weren't even notified of this.  Who owns 
         those houses and everything that's inside the government area.  
         "So you will wait here, in the area, that I write I have given 
         to you.  There will be a school here in the future, your 
         children will be taught there (in the school).  They will be 
         going to school every day from your homes, where you will be 
         keeping them," the agent told me.  So now we have the school 
         here.  That was the "Queen's Promise", the promise that was 
         made to the chiefs and councillors, that schools would be 
         provided for them for their use. 
          
              Now later on, a high ranking R.C.M.P. officer came and he 
         brought a letter with him and he nailed that letter on the 
         Hudson's Bay wall.  That letter I was told to see the R.C.M.P. 
         Officer but I was not there, I was in a different area.  I was 
         told to see him but I could not go to see him.  However, the 
         Hudson's Bay clerk was told by the R.C.M.P. "I can't see him 
         (Colin Trindle) but you read the letter to him when he comes 
         here," the Hudson's Bay clerk told me.  The clerk read the letter 
         to me. That agent that left us the policy in regards to our 
         livelihood the letter stated.  So, that (letter) can be found. 
         When the game warden seized the furs from the Hudson's Bay Co., 
         the game warden took the fur from Hudson's Bay warehouse, that 
         was the year the R.C.M.P. Office came and posted up that 
         letter.   
          
              That letter stated too, that only a trapping permit was 
         required.  "Those people that in Trout Lake, they can kill any 
         number of moose, so long as they don't throw away the meat, 
         when they kill moose.  They can kill ducks anytime; they don't 
         need a permit so long as they don't throw them away.  They can 
         catch fish at anytime, they don't have to have a permit, the 
         letter stated that the R.C.M.P officer left. That's exactly the 
         way that federal agent had said was always to be, when he left 



         us.  A game warden, if he confiscates something belonging to a 
         person, that Indian person will take that game warden to the 
         place this letter is posted.  The game warden will read the 
         letter. When he has read the letter, he will return the 
         confiscated items to the owner's hands," so that letter states, 
         said the Hudson's Bay clerk a man who reads the letter to me.  
         So, it is the same, written in the same way at the bottom of 
         the letter.  The term written in the letter also includes the 
          
         people in (Peerless and Trout Lakes), "If a game warden 

 

 

fred:  Who told you that?  Can you remember his name? 

fred:  When the treaty was first signed, were people living 

lin:  Yes, people have been living here for a long time, yes, 
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y of life 
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   The Indian Treaty I'm speaking of, we were not restricted 

and 

   Why did the provincial government go around to meet with 

         confiscated any items, they will ask the warden to go with them 
         to where the letter was posted.  The game warden will read the 
         letter then will give back the confiscated items to the hands of
         the owner."  So states the letter. That letter was read to me 
         twice by the Hudson's Bay clerk.  The man, that R.C.M.P officer
         came here and posted that letter at the Hudson's Bay store.  So, 
         that man, that read the letter to me said, "This letter comes 
         from the federal government, from where we are governed and no 
         one can break the agreement."  The clerk told me so. 
          
         Al
          
         Colin:  No, I can't remember, because it was a long time ago. 
          
         Al
         here then? 
          
         Co
         for a long time, this is their country. Why is it that the 
         provincial government wishes to take this land now, this lan
         The Queen, first decorated the chiefs, she made the Peace Treaty
         with the chiefs and headmen first.  She (the Queen) said, she 
         asked, "Now how would you like to take your land?" 
          

   The way of the Indian, trapping, the Indian wa           
         that's what this land will be, that is the way our forefathers
         brought us up, they taught and brought us up in the trapping 
         and hunting way of life.  Our grandfathers also brought up, 
         their children in the same way, that is what the chief said (
         the Queen's representatives), that is what the Queen followed, 
         because she had asked the (the chiefs) how they want to live. 
          
           
         from anything, so I know it is the provincial government that 
         try to take it away from us and what do they see in this land, 
         where a white man can make a living from.  A farmer to try and 
         come here will starve.  Nothing grows in this area.  If he (the 
         farmer) brings animals here they will starve.  There are no hay 
         meadows, this part of the country is cold.  This is only a 
         trapping area, up north here.  There were many of us Indian 
         people here.  Our grandfathers and forefathers were here too 
         they brought us up in the north part of this land, that is the 
         way the chief or chiefs took the treaty up here in the north.  
         They filled up everything and now are breaking the Queen's 
         agreement.   
          
           



         the treaty Indians, when they travelled (to different 
          
         reserves).  Why did the provincial government tell the treaty 

   Those provincial government wards, the Metis, their 
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   So, it was a long time ago, long ago that the people 
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time ago, and she 

 Indian name? 

lin:  No, I didn't know her Indian name, it was a long time 

ir 
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         Indians, "Here is a new policy, do you want to take this new 
         policy?  The old policy does not exist any more, this the new 
         policy."  This they told to the treaty Indians.  "Yes," the 
         treaty Indians said, because they believed the provincial 
         government.  That's the wrong they did to the treaty Indians. 
          
           
         grandfathers also chose the Metis status for them and our 
         grandfather chose treaty status for us. Now why are they tr
         to break our agreement, the Queen's agreement? 
          
           
         started living here in the north that is where our grass ro
         are.  The priests that were here... one man, an old man, told me 
         this story, our grandfather, that he knew the people here he 
         grew up here and that is where he grew very old. The outside 
         names, the last names as we call them today were given to them 
         by the priests, from down south.  They gave the names at their 
         (the priests) discretion.  No one was baptized over here, our 
         grandfathers, their fathers and their father's grandfathers.  
         No one was baptized; they had Indian names.  My deceased 
         grandmother was well over one hundred years old when she d
         She told of having seen the way her grandfathers used to earn 
         their livelihood. 
          

fred:  Do you re         Al
         The one that was over one hundred years old? 
          

lin:  No, I don't remember that was a long          Co
         was not baptized also. 
          

fred:  What about her         Al
          
         Co
         ago, and I don't know her name.  She used to tell us that the 
         Indians that used to use bows and arrows to kill animals, were 
         our great-grandfathers.  Those people were from up north long 
         ago.  Those were the people who used flint rock to make fire 
         because there were no matches.  They made what they used.  The
         clothing was made of hide, they shot ducks with bows and 

 no          arrows, also they killed rabbits the same way.  There were
         guns.  The arrow points they made were part of the leg of moose
         (in translation:  the thumb part of the hoof).  These parts of th
         hoof were dried, we were told, and then sharpened, that was how 
         their arrows were made, and those were our grandfathers that 
         lived that life.  No white man would ever have a name like 

l         Mus-Ko-Mee.  Mus-Ko-Mee was one of the grandfathers of the o
         person (old lady mentioned previously) - that was long ago, that
          

s his name.  Another one was Four Antlers or Four Horns.  No          wa
         white man will ever have a name like Four Horns.  Also there was 
         another old man, his name was Mistik Ospawken (Wooden Pipe), was 
         one of their ancestors.  That's when these people came from, and 
         we also have our roots in those old people.  Those were the 



         names given to those people because when their parents gave 
         them those names, there were no priests at that time.  There 
         was also another one who was called Peesu-Wah-Tie (Lynx Belly).  

   They are trying to say that there were Metis here.  It is 
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fred:  Who was this Bigstone, the man you mentioned? 

fred:  Was this Bigstone the first chief of Wabasca? 

lin:  Yes, Bigstone was the first chief of Wabasca Band; he 
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   This is exactly what has happened and I've seen it.  They 

   The provincial government will give all they can to the 

re 

ed to be a store here not far from here. I came to that store 

d 

that time Steve Anderson (presently managing Boisverts 

 saw 

 

         Those were the old people.  No white man will have a name like 
         that.   
          
           
         the provincial government that is doing all these things, I 
         know it is the provincial government.  He may govern the Meti
         but he is governed by the federal government.  That is what one 
         resource person told us at a meeting held here.  At that time, 
         Bigstone was still alive.  (Chief Bigstone was the Chief that 
         signed treaty for Bigstone Band). 
          
         Al
          
         Colin:  Bigstone was the chief of the Wabasca Band. 
          
         Al
          
         Co
         was the one delegated as chief.  I don't know what his real 
         name was all I knew by was Bigstone; he didn't seem to have a 
         last name.  However that's the way his name was written.  So 
         what I saw was real, when that agent told us that the 
         provincial government would try to break the treaty agreement, 
         to try to have one policy, that is the white man's policy and 
         law.  "They will try to implement that policy for you people 
         also.  If you say yes, you will receive only fifty dollars 
         each, and that will be the final payment made in the treaty 
         agreement. There will be only one law from then on, for 

d l         everyone to use.  You (the treaty Indians) will be treate
         and the same as the white man, then when that happens you will 
         be poor and in poverty."  This is what the federal agent told us
         when he spoke to us of what would happen in the future. 
          
           
         will give them (the Metis) all they want. Again I have seen 
         this happen.  There was a little store here  (in Peerless 
         Lake).   
          
           
         Metis.  "The Metis are better treated, is what you will think 
         but don't follow that thinking, that bribery," he told us.  The
          
          
         us
         about 10:00 a.m.  There was a big truck that arrived there; 
         there were items on that truck such as beds, washers, stoves 
         and chairs.  There were two men in that truck, and they stoppe
         there.  
          

   At            
         store in Trout Lake) had a store there and I thought that 
         freight was for his store, so I went home.  I went home and
         the two men go into Steve's store, so I thought the furniture 
         was for Steve Anderson's store.  When I came next time, I asked



         him about the furniture. He (Steve Anderson) said they were for 
         the Metis people, they brought them for the Metis. That is 
         exactly what the federal agent had told us would happen.  So 

fred;  Are there any old grave sites nearby where the old 

lin:  Yes there are many grave sites here, but not in one 
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fred:  Are you a treaty Indian at the present time? 

lin: What? 

you a treaty? 

lin:  Yes, I am a treaty Indian. 

fred:  Where are you registered? 

fred:  No, you, where are you registered in the treaty, is it 

lin:  Yes, it must be here.  The chief, Bigstone, was 
ick, 

 

 was 

         they gave those furniture to the Metis for nothing. 
          
         Al
         people were buried? 
          
         Co
         place, in many places, because the people spent their winters
         in many different places.  All over this area, that our people 
         here claim as theirs.  There are many grave sites at the north 
         end of Peerless Lake also.  It was only when the school was 
         built here that we wintered here, it was only for our 
         children.  We used to winter up north.  Here also, a pl
         Gods Lake, that is also one place where we used to spend our 
         winters.  There is also one place called Three Lakes, we spent 
         some years over there too.  There also people who lived in the 
         area of Three Lakes, that's where they made their living, so 
         there are also some grave sites there too.  Especially in Old 
         Post, there are many more grave sites over there too.  So, what
         is going to happen now?  I am seventy-eight years old, and this 
         is the first time I know of where the treaty Indians are 
         undergoing harassment in an area where they live.  This wh
         the Queen had told the chiefs, "no matter where you want to li
         no matter where you kill something to eat, no one will ever 
         bother you."  That is what the Queen said to the chiefs and t
         is what's happening, because that is the agreement that the 
         Queen had given the chiefs. 
          
         Al
          
         Co
          

fred;  Are          Al
          
         Co
          
         Al
          

lin: You mean my relatives?          Co
          
         Al
         in Wabasca?  
          
         Co
         responsible for this area. There was a chief named Nahach
         he was chief of Atikemeg (Whitefish) he was a different chief. 
         That area around the Whitefish Lake belongs to the chief of 
         Atikemeg, and this northern area belongs to the chief in 
         Wabasca of which chief Bigstone was headman, including 
         Chipewyan Lake. 
          
              Over in the upper north part of this land, there was 
         another chief, his name was Kweis-Ka-Pow-How.  He was from 
         south of Fort Vermilion, that's where he was from.  When 
         Kweis-Ka-Pow-How died, another one replaced him.  His name



         Johnny, but I don't know his last name; he was from east of 
         Little Red River, he was also a chief.  He was from a place  
         called Whitemud; he was the one who replaced Kweis-Ka-Pow-How, 

fred:  At the time when treaty was first introduced up here 

lin:  The first treaty? 

fred:  Yes. 
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   Now the chief was told that the Metis status question was 

iven 

   Many times the Chief Bigstone told me of this and also 
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       to read to the people in Wabasca.  The letter and document of 

t 

 

         the first chief.  There was a councillor at Fort Vermilion, his 
         name was Chellow, they used their Cree names. Further up north, 
         I don't know if he's a councillor, further north of Little Red 
         River, we call it Buffalo Country, I don't know that person's 
         name. 
          
         Al
         in the north, how were the people paid? 
          
         Co
          
         Al
          
         Colin:  It was there in Wabasca, but these people were left 
         here.  These people here were already making their homes when
         the treaty was first brought up here.  However, they are part o
         the Wabasca area, because our forefathers were related to the 
         Wabasca people - related from Chipewyan Lake.  So it was in 
         winter that the first treaty was brought up here, and it was 
         hard in winter.  So, Chief Bigstone and his councillors were 
         told, "Any time those people (from Trout - Peerless - Chipewya
         Lakes) we cannot go, if they can come and if they will be given 
         treaty, just so long as you put your approval (oath or seal of 
         approval)."  That's what they (Chief Bigstone and his councillor
         were told.  True they were not here, those from Trout and 
         Chipewyan Lakes, that's what they (Chief Bigstone and his 
         councillors) were told, so that's what happened.  When the 
          

ople came for the treaty, the agent asked the chief          pe
         (Bigstone) the agent asked, "Were these people not here
         treaty was signed?"  Chief Bigstone said, "No, they (the Trout
         Lake people) were either in Chipewyan or Trout Lake, they were 
         not here, when we signed the treaty."  So only truth was used 
         for that matter.  So they were given treaty status.  So that is
         the way treaty was signed here. 
          
           
         no longer in effect.  That was only passed once in this area of 
         the north.  But this treaty will go on, and those that were not 
         present when the treaty was signed will be asked whether they 
         want treaty.  If they do, then all you will need is your 
         approval, the chief was so told, and their money will be g
         to them when the treaty Indian agents arrive. 
          
           
         those councillors that were present when they first signed th
         treaty. Also I heard one man read the terms of the treaty, just 
  
         treaty agreement was rolled up, the same as a scroll - the 
         agreement or treaty policy, that was given to Bigstone.  That 
         agreement on scroll also stated exactly in the same way as wha
         the chief had told me.  I know that the provincial government 
         will try to break the treaty agreement, to try to make one 
         policy effective and governing all of the people.  I know this,



         because we were told that would be happening and it is 
         happening.  "But if you say you'll stay with the treaty then 
         they will leave you alone," we were told.  But if you say yes 
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         to their terms the provincial government will eventually break
         the treaties, and that's what they are attempting to do, we 
         know it is. We were told by the federal agent.  Why doesn't he 
         himself (the Premier) come here, why does he send these Metis
         people to come and try to break the treaty agreement. Why 
         doesn't he come and set up a meeting with the people, he would 
         understand what happened here.  I would make him understand
         I was able to find someone to interpret.  The only attempt of 
         the provincial government is to erode and extinguish the treaty 
         agreement.  This is what the interpreter told us in Wabasca. 
          
         Alfred:  Why is it that there are some treaty Indians and some
         Me
          
         Colin:  I don't know
         do
         treaty Indians and even here, there are also treaty women, I 
         don't know if all of them are married to the non-treaty. 
          
         Alfred:  Where is the treaty payment made now? 
          
         Colin: It is here in Trout Lake.  I went to see 
         High Prairie, but he wasn't in, only the receptionist was in.
         I told him that the treaty should be held in Peerless because 
         it is rightfully reserve land. However, there was nothing that 
         could be done because it was over and in one day.  They have to
         go to Little Buffalo, Whitefish Lake and Chipewyan Lakes. It 
         shouldn't be held in Trout but Peerless.  However he did give 
         me my five dollars. 
          
         Alfred:  Do you remem

omised a reserve h         pr
          
         Colin:  Yes, this is the area that fed

mmitted to be an Indian reserve. He         co
         government.   
          

as the agent's name?          Alfred:  What w
          
         Colin:  I don't know, we didn't ask t

ey arrived because we respected th         th
         us.  The only thing we were told was "you will be the only 
         people to live here and you will be the only people allowed to 

to          fish."  Also, there was a game warden here, he was assigned 
         this area.  His name was Otto, he knew this was a reserve. The 
         next game warden was Bill David, a white man.  He was also aware
         and knew that this was an Indian reserve, many times he passed 
         through here.  Another one was Harry.  He was a Metis; he also 
         knew of the Indian reserve.  I spoke with Harry, he told me he 
         said, "I have no business being here because this is an Indian 
         reserve."  He also had a copy of the letter that the R.C.M.P 
         officer posted on the wall of the little store I mentioned.  

e         The next game warden, Pat was his name, a white man, he was th
         one that broke this Indian reserve. The amount of money he too



         from the Indian reserve, he should have returned to this 
         reserve because that's what that federal agent had told us.  The 
         agent had said no white man shall ever take one log out of this 

ord. 

n't know how many years. 

ppened, wherever a federal agent 
nt and did business, the deal stood and no one can break it 

d it was written.  The one who read the agreement to me said 

 

ld us what you know of what happened to the treaty signing.  
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         reserve. That's the way that interpreter translated the 
         agreement to me. That interpreter that translated for us was 
         hired by the federal government and he never missed one w
         Whatever the agent said, he translated and did not miss any 
         word.  This was also true when he translated what we said. 
          
         Alfred:  How many years ago was this reserve given to you? 
          
         Colin:  I don't know how many years ago, it was long ago, I 
         do
          
              So that's the way it ha
         we
          
          
         an
         that letter came from the federal government and no one can 
         break that agreement.  It is the game wardens and forestries 
         and fire rangers that fight this land, oil and gas companies.
          
         Alfred:  I think that is all I ask and I thank you for having 
         to
         Again I thank you. 
          
         (End of Interview)  
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