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         Inter:  Well, we will start with Agnes, when were you born? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, 1904. 
          
         Inter:  Where at? 
          
         Agnes:  Onion Lake. 
          



         Inter:  And you (Maria)? 
          
         Maria:  In the States. 
          
         Inter:  What is your name on here?  Just to have it on the 
         tape, tell us your name. 
          
         Maria:  Mrs. Sinclair, Maria Sinclair. 
          
         Inter:  And you came from the States to this... 
          
         Maria:  Chinook, Montana, that is where I was born. 
          
         Inter:  Would you like to tell us about how you came here? 
          
         Maria:  Well, we stayed here for a long time, when we came from 
         over there. 
          
         Inter:  How old were you when you came from the States? 
          
         Maria:  Well, I must have been about five I guess. 
          
         Inter:  Why did you come? 
          
         Maria:  Well, my folks, they wanted to come.  They thought they 
         could find work around here. 
          
         Inter:  Would you move that up a little bit so we can hear you 
         all the time. 
          
         Maria:  Come on, you can't ... 

ter:  If you want to say these things in Cree, Mary can - so 

ria:  No, I don't think so but we have been out all the times 

ter:  When did you move to Onion Lake? 

ria:  At the time I got married.  The time I found my boy 

ter:  Where did you find him? 

ter:  He came to Lloyd looking for you? 

ria:  I didn't know he was there for that but he was working 

ter:  When you got married, did you get married in the old 

          
         In
         like, how far back do you remember your family?  Would you know 
         anything about your grandparents? 
          
         Ma
         in the farm, out in the country like. 
          
         In
          
         Ma
         friend then I had to come. (laughs) 
          
         In
          

ria:  We met down there.          Ma
          
         In
          
         Ma
         around there all the time.  He hoped that somehow I would meet 
         him. 
          
         In
         Indian way or did you uh...? 
          



         Maria:  Here, we got married here. 

ter:  In one of the churches here? 

ter:  The Anglican or the Catholic? 

ria:  The Catholic. 

ter:  What were their names? 

nes:  Wochka. 

nes:  No, I don't remember, my memory is no good. 

ter:  So, you went to school here, Mrs. Fox? 

nes:  Yes. 

 school was that? 

nes:  The Anglican school. 
ou started your school days? 

nes:  Oh, I guess. (laughs)  Yes.  Well, I don't relive it.   

ter:  I would like you to tell me again on the tape. 

y folks 

ter:  Were you in the residential school? 

nes:  Boarding school. 

t? 

nes:  That was the Anglican, what do you call that, Matheson. 

ter:  Did you stay in that same school all the time? 

nes:  Yes.  Hardly even went for a holiday. 

          
         In
          
         Maria:  It got burned down, back where we got married. 
          
         In
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  And what about Mrs. Fox, your grandparents were from 
         here too, eh? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         In
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  Do you remember anything about, like, do you remember 
         any stories about how this band was formed here before the 
         treaty was signed? 
          
         Ag
          
         Maria:  The same with me, I can't remember anything.   
          
         In
          
         Ag
          

ter:  Which         In
          
         Ag
         Inter:  Do you remember when y
          
         Ag
          
         In
          

nes:  Well, I went to school when I was six because m         Ag
         couldn't raise children and they put me in school, they thought 
         they would - I went to school when I was six years old and I 
         left school when I was sixteen. 
          
         In
          
         Ag
          

ter:  Which one was tha         In
          
         Ag
         I guess mostly everybody remembers Mathesons. 
          
         In
          
         Ag



          
         Inter:  What did you do in school?  Do you remember any of the 
         things you did? 
          
         Agnes:  Just, you know, like doing housework and scrubbing and 
         washing. 
          
         Inter:  Did you like the school or would you rather have been 
         home? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, odd times I liked school and other times I didn't 
         like school.  But you know, I forget what year it was that I 
         was in school, and especially the time that the war was on, we 

 

ter:  What about the school subjects?  Do you remember how 

nes:  No.  No music or - I think hardly anything.  Like we 
 

ter:  Oh, did you do any singing in school? 

nes:  Oh yes.  We did a lot of singing.  We had to practise 

ter:  Every year? 

ostly.  Like when the war was on they used 

ter:  Who would come to the concert? 

 our people, you know, 

ny 

o, I never understood them. 

ter:  How did they start teaching you to speak English, do 

         sure had, well you know, everything was not good.  Like, for 
         food, we used to live on brown bread and you know, the bread 
         was almost black.  We had to live on that and lots of times we
         didn't like our food.   
          
         In
         the day would go?  Like what things would you learn in school, 
         in classtime? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, the same as I guess most - you know like, 
         arithmetic, spelling, reading and that. 
          
         Inter:  Did they teach things like art and music? 
          
          
         Ag
         never had a piano.  I remember they used to have the organ and
         that was only, that was just for the staff.  No girls or 
         anybody used those.  There was no piano. 
          
         In
          
         Ag
         for concerts.  We had concerts. 
          
         In
          

nes:  Well, yes, m         Ag
         to, I don't know where that money went but for raising money, 
         they used to have... 
          
         In
          

nes:  Oh, a lot of the people around,         Ag
         our own folks and then the white people used to come. 
          

ter:  Well, when you started school, did you speak a         In
         English? 
          

nes:  N         Ag
          
         In
         you remember that? 
          



         Agnes:  Well, we just learned it because we weren't never 

nes:  No.  We weren't allowed, they wouldn't have that.  So 

ter:  You don't remember any special ways they had to teach 

nes:  Well, it was just - well, now, there was some girls 
e 

ut we 

ys when we went to school.  We didn't even know any of these 

ter:  Was it all in one big building? 

ter:  Was that the same house that the Matheson's lived in, 

nes:  Yes, the same building. 

ter:  And what was it like where they lived, was it cold too 

nes:  Well, I guess it was cold too but I remember old Mrs...  

 

ter:  Dr. Matheson's mother? 

me was. 

ter:  Did she stay there long? 

nes:  Well, she carried - I don't know, she was, she came 
 

         allowed to talk Cree.  Just when we were out we could talk Cree 
         but not inside.  We weren't allowed to speak. 
          
         Inter:  Not even to the other kids? 
          
         Ag
         we just had to try, I guess. 
          
         In
         you the language or the things they did?  Like, any kind of 
         exercises to practise English or - like how would they start 
         you in grade one?  Or would you remember that far back? 
          
         Ag
         there, bigger girls, they used to help us to count, count lik
         1,2,3, and that and then, I don't know how I learned my 
         English, I don't remember.  But I knew anyway, I them.  B
         had to learn the hard way.  We would get a spanking if we 
         couldn't do anything.  Oh my, you should have seen us in the 
          
         da
         lights we have now.  You know, we had to always use the lamp.  
         And our dormitory, we almost froze.  Even when we were eating, 
         it was so cold in the dining room. 
          
         In
          

nes:  Yes.          Ag
          
         In
         where the dormitory was? 
          
         Ag
          
         In
         or...? 
          
         Ag
         She was a doctor, Dr. Matheson, but her mother, she was Mrs. 
         Scott, I remember seeing her with the stove in there.  You 
         know, the little cast iron stoves.  She had a little room in
         there, her bed in there. 
          
         In
          

nes:  Yes.  Mrs. Scott her na         Ag
          
         In
          
         Ag
         there, she was pretty old and then she was, I remember trying
         to go and see her.  We weren't allowed to go in there but we 
         saw here anyway.  We used to go in.  We were always willing to 
         make a fire for her but we weren't allowed to go in there.  We 
         wanted an excuse to go in. 
          



         Inter:  Why weren't you allowed to go in? 

nes:  I don't know, they were so strict, you know.  Mrs. 

ter:  Maria, do you remember your school days and think of 
? 

nes:  She went to the new school, the Anglican. 

aria:  I don't know, it was different, you know.  We had 
ectricity and that is how come I learned how to use the 

ings like that at your school? 

 afraid 
       to run it. (laughs)  I asked my daughter and she showed me but 

don't, you know, it is only wasting food if I try to cook on 

nes:  I would sooner use the, you know, my old cookstove, the 

ere, eh?  Did you ever learn how to cook over 
ke they would have used then? 

pen 

nes:  Yeah. (laughs) 

ind that harder to do than using the 
  In fact, I wouldn't know how at all. 

oves.  You are used to that but us... 

ria:  Well, you put grease in a frying pan and make donuts, 
 ones, you can make them or else just cut them in 

uare pieces and just throw them in there. 

          
         Ag
         Matheson. 
          
         In
         some questions about hers.  You went to a different school, eh
          
         Ag
          
         M
         el
         electrical appliances. 
          
         Inter:  Did you learn th
          
         Agnes:  No.  I got the electric cook stove and I am even
  
         I 
         that stove so I just use my, I bought another one, a wood 
         cookstove.  I would sooner use that.  There is other things I 
         use for, you know, for toast and the electric kettle and that, 
         what is it called, the hot plate, I use those things because 
         there is nothing to turn on there.  But with the electric 
         cookstove, you have to have those things to turn right here and 
         remember which ones are... 
          
         Inter:  Oh yeah.  (laughs) 
          
         Ag
         wood stove. 
          
         Inter:  So as long as you can remember, they would have had the 
         wood stoves h

mpfires li         ca
          
         Agnes:  Oh yes, that is the first thing I cooked on was an o
         fire. 
          
         Inter:  Is that right? 
          
         Ag
          

ter:  Well, I would f         In
         electric stove. (laughs)
          
         Agnes:  Well, you know, on that you don't burn food or, you 
         know, waste food.  It is like getting used to that electric 
         st
          
         Maria:  We can make bannock outside, too. 
          

ter:  How?          In
          
         Ma
         like the round
         sq



          
         Inter:  How do you keep the frying pan in the fire without 
         burning everything? 
          
         Maria:  Well, you put green sticks like this both ways and then 

ve it high.  Or else you can put 
ur big stones on top and make a little fire and then put your 
ying pan on top of that.  You have to watch it though or it 

ria:  Well, you use a fork to take them out.  You don't have 
. 

 When you want a fast meal, that is 
don't have anything, you don't 

ve bread or anything like that.  If you want that, you can 

 

g 
r learn how to cook things before they had a... 

 long 
o, before they had them, how would they do that? 

ld cook. 

n? 

, if they are green they won't 

       in the fire but a little up like this.  So they cook. 

ria:  Yes.  The same thing, you can do that, too.  You can get 

         you set it there.  
          
         Inter:  High over the fire? 
          
          
         Maria:  Oh yes, you got to ha
         fo
         fr
         will get burnt. 
          
         Inter:  Well, how do you get it out without burning yourself? 
          
         Ma
         to make a big fire.  There is a handle on that frying pan, sure
          
         Inter:  Easy, eh?  (laughs) 
          
         Maria:  Maybe just the way. 
         the way you have to do.  You 
         ha
         just cook it.  Or else you can make it a round one like that.  
         You just cut it up like this and throw it in the grease there
         and they cook. 
          
         Inter:  Well, what about, how would put, you always use a fryin
         pan, did you eve
          
         Agnes:  Well I don't know, I think they always had a frying pan. 
          

ria:  Well, I remember my mom used to do that, you used to          Ma
         take flour and, a fast way to make bannock, you see. 
          
         Inter:  Just cook it right there, I guess.  Can you cook 
         anything over a fire without using a frying pan?  Like
         ag
          
         Agnes:  Well, you know, they put the willows, you know, they 
         would put them in the ground and then they, they wou
          
         Maria:  You can just set them up like this and cook, put your 
         meat on that.  It just cooks. 
          
         Inter:  It really hangs right over the fire, then didn't it bur
          

ria:  You just have to watch         Ma
         burn right away.  You have to sit and wait.  They are not right 
  
          
         Inter:  The meat would just sit on it or would you put it 
         through, you know, like we do at a wiener roast? 
          
         Ma



         two sticks and... 
          
          
         Agnes:  Of course, you don't have to have a flame you know.  
         Coals mostly, hot coals. 

ter:  Oh, yeah. 

.  But that other one is hard to 
plain.  I couldn't explain it.  Like that dried bannock not 

ase like.  That's the, it will sit on the 
als and you cook it just the same. 

ng pan. 

hat bread, you 
ow, that dough. 

 

t, you know, 

ria:  Just three sticks you get it, and then you stick them 

ter:  How do you make the sticks stay? 

       Maria:  Well, you tie them up or else you don't have to tie 

e that. 

 
just put it there or else a green stick. 

u cut it, a willow, and you don't have to if you don't have any 

ould stoves have 
en a new thing for them? 

nes:  Well, there were stoves already when I remember and we 

          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Real good and heat
         ex
         using it on the gre
         co
          
         Inter:  How?  On what? 
          
         Agnes:  On the coals, like on the fryi
          
         Inter:  Oh. 
          
         Maria:  You use a frying pan.  You do it like t
         kn
          
         Agnes:  And then if you want to make tea, you put three sticks
         like this and you hang your little pail there. 
          
         Maria:  Have you seen that? 
          
         Inter:  No, I haven't seen it ever.  That is jus

lms.          fi
          
         Ma
         up there and put the... 
          
         In
          
  
         them up.  Just get... 
          
         Agnes:  Like those branches, you know, lik
          
         Maria:  They have a V and went like this, that's all.  If you
         have a little wire you 
         Yo
         wire or anything like that, you just tie it. 
          
         Agnes:  My grandmother never had the wire.   
          
         Maria:  Some of them they used to, if they have but if they 
         don't have that, that stick. 
          
         Inter:  Well, what about your grandparents?  W
         be
          
          
         Ag
         lit fires in there.  
          



         Inter:  But when they were young, would there have been stoves 

ee) 

ud, with mud you know, stoves 

ter:  How would they make them? 

ave to have a light, a light 

ter:  You mean, part of it would be open? 

ria:  It is open yes, it is open, it has got to be.  You see 

e they wouldn't be able to cook anything.  
now, it is round like that and then, you know, it 

inside or...? 

ter:  There is no hole in the side to...? 

ria:  No, you just have to make a fire there.  You don't see 
se, I have seen 

e here already. 

 
 

e stove standing. 

, 

         around?   
          

 to talk about how they, you know, when          Agnes:  Yes, they used
         they first got a stove. (laughs) 
          
         Maria:  (Cr
          
         Agnes:  That is because they used to make those, what do you 
         call those ones they make?  Like m
         in the house. 
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Well, it is stones and sticks and mud and all that. 
          
         Maria:  Just put it up like, you h
         there too. 
          
         Inter:  From the stove? 
          
         Both:  Yeah. 
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Ma
         the smoke gets out of the... 
          
         Agnes:  Or els

cause you k         Be
         is an open place there. 
          

ter:  Nothing like an oven          In
          
         Agnes:  No. 
          
         In
          

nes:  No.          Ag
          
         Ma
         the fire when it's going.  Something like tho
         on
          
          
         Agnes:  Yes, the old folks used that.  For their lifetime, 
         those stoves used to last a lifetime.  That last I remember, I

 used to see a house.  You know, just that         saw one somewhere I
         th
          
         Inter:  Would there be something to let the smoke out? 
          
         Maria:  Oh sure.  That is why they put them stones up like this

aking a stove pipe, like.          you see.  They were m
          



         Inter:  Out of all stones? 
          
         Maria:  Oh, stones and dirt like this.   
          
         Inter:  Then through a hole
          

 in the roof? 

ria:  Yes, then through a hole. 

ter:  So they would have just got those when they started 

es 

what kind of food would they have used long 
fore it was easy to buy groceries? 

 Meat, I guess.  Just meat and vegetables. 

nes:  They never had flour or anything at home and... 

nes:  My great-grandfather I guess, never had any flour.  
ngs 

ke that.  And meat, I don't remember of hearing of ever 
t, and grease. 

uld have been. 

ou are in a hurry on a meal, you just 
ok that right on the fire there, that dry meat. 

nes:  I had a taste of that the other day. 

t, does it, it is still raw? 

th:  No. 

ria:  It is cooked. 

         Ma
          
         In
         living in houses, eh? 
          
         Maria:  Yes. 
          
         Agnes:  They would make a fire in the bottom and the smoke go
         up.   
          
         Inter:  Well, 
         be
          
         Agnes: 
          
         Maria:  Deer meat and rabbits and everything like that. 
          
         Ag
          
         Marie:  And so they bought it. 
          
         Ag
         There used to be just, you know, like dry berries and thi
         li
         having flour and things like tha
          
         Inter:  Well, you had grease. 
          

          Agnes:  We had grease like the buffalo's, you know the meat
         they use to... 
          
         Inter:  Make their own? 
          
          

d dry meat and just you know, I guess that          Agnes:  Yes.  An
         wo
          

ria:  Dry meat, when y         Ma
         co
          

s good.          Agnes:  Oh, that i
          
         Maria:  That's really nice. 
          
         Ag
          

ter:  So when they dry i         In
          
         Bo
          
         Ma



          
         Inter:  It 
          

nes:  But

is cooked before you put it on there? 

 you know, it's been like in the open fire like, you 
dry that meat.  They make fire and them 

ng that meat on that and dry it, and smoke it.  That dries.   

st have to let it warm up? 

, you can cook it in the fire or else you 
n boil it if you want to.  Yes, take your kettle and hang it 

ter:  Oh. 

ow, they 
uld hang it on these, what you call it, you know where they 

? 

id they use any seasoning or anything?  Like we 
ices and all that. 

ver even used salt in those days. 

 
 that. 

ria:  Not like us now, we have to have false teeth.  

ter:  What about the berries, would they prepare those over a 

hey would just dry them in the sun. 

overnight and then you can cook 

you do? 

         Ag
         know, that is how they 
         ha
          
         Maria:  Yeah, you can keep that all the time, you know.  You 
         can dry a lot of it. 
          
         Inter:  So then, you don't really have to cook it again, you 
         ju
          
         Maria:  If you want to
         ca
         there and put your dry meat there and then cook it. 
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  They used to cut it, like fillet, you know.  Big long 
         pieces.  Some of them are real good.  And then you kn
         wo
         dry that meat
          
         Inter:  The racks I think it is. 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, the racks. 
          

ter:  Well, d         In
         use salt and pepper and all the sp
          
         Agnes:  Well, no, they ne
          
         Maria:  We were scared to use some of them and that is why they 

 with any         used to have nice teeth because they don't ever bother
         of
          

nes:  No false teeth. (laughs)          Ag
          
         Inter:  Yeah. 
          
         Ma
          

ll laugh)          (A
          
         In
         fire too or would they just...? 
          
         Agnes:  No, t
          
         Inter:  And then what would they do with them. 
          

ria:  Well, you can soak them          Ma
         them in the morning.  Just like fresh. 
          
         Inter:  So, like, after you dry them what would 
          



         Maria:  Well, put them all in a sack and keep them how long you 
         want them.  And the time you want to eat them, well, you soak 

em and put them in a pail after and wash them and... 

nes:  It is just, you know, some of them. 

the sun until they dry? 

th:  Yes 

ter:  And where did you say they put them away? 

a bag somewhere where you can keep them.  Some of 
birch bark bags.  They used to make baskets and 

at is where they used to keep. 

ter:  Leave them outside like or would they keep them inside? 

ep 
 they're dry. 

ter:  Are they still just as sweet?  Like after you soak them 

ria:  Oh yes.  They are just as good. 

 know, I couldn't tell you how they washed their 
othes, I don't know.  Because you know, they had mostly 

tly, you know, 
ffalo. 

        
ria:  Throw them in the creek, I guess.  That is the only way 

nes:  But they had no soap. 

ria:  Well, they used to make soap out of ashes.  I remember 

 up and dried it.  It is just as good as - you don't have to 
se that.  My mom, she used to 

         th
          
         Inter:  Do you mash them up first or you just let them...? 
          
         Maria:  Some of them, they do that. 
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  So you just let them sit in 
          
         Bo
          
         In
          
         Maria:  In 
         them put in 
         th
          
         In
          
         Maria:  Well, you can keep them outside if you want.  They ke
         all the time, you know, as long as
          
          
         In
         in water? 
          
         Ma
          
         Agnes:  They were sweet enough for the old people.  (Inaudible)  
         But I don't
         cl
         leather.  You know, they wore leather mos
         bu
          

ey          Inter:  Yeah, so I wonder what they would do with them, if th
         would wash them. 
          

wonder.  I don't know how they could.          Agnes:  I 
  
         Ma
         they can do.  Or else in the lake. 
          
         Ag
          
         Ma
         that.  Yes, once they used to put it in water.  Oh, it is 

just like it and just cut          strong.  And after they cooked that 
         it
         - I remember that, we used to u

ke a lot of that.          ma
          
         Inter:  Just ashes? 
          
         Maria:  Just ashes, straight ashes. 



          
         Inter:  And they cook that. 

and boil it and it melts, you know.  

ter:  And then they just - would it be hard when it was...? 

ria:  It is not really hard but when you cut it up after, 

ter:  So then you would rub it on the clothes or would you 

(laughs) 

n that. 
nes:  It is sort of like the other soap they make, it is a 

lye though, you know that 
n the book recipe where 

 it. 

sed to make anything like Downy, eh? 

 
om the States, did people travel a lot in those days or was 

chool so long 
 like the Metis, 

 
at.  How can we learn something? 

 

       Inter:  Did your mother learn English too? 

g in the white 

          
         Maria:  They cook it 
         And then after that they cook it. 
          
         In
          
         Ma
         when you dry it, it is rock, it dried just hard like that. 
          
         In
         dissolve it like...? 
          
         Maria:  It is better than that, what we got. (laughs) 
          
         Inter:  Is that right?  Cheaper too. 
          
         Agnes:  Cheaper too.  
          
         Inter:  Have you tried making it? 
          
         Maria:  No, I never tried.  I just see
         Ag
         laundry soap.  They used to use 
         homemade soap.  I have seen that i
         people make that. 
          
         Inter:  Have you tried it? 
          
         Agnes:  No.  Well I have used it, but I never tried to make
          
         Inter:  You never u
          
         (laughter) 
          
         Agnes:  I don't know.  Breeze, maybe. (laughs) 
          
         Inter:  Well, Mrs. Sinclair, at the time when you came up
         fr
         it unusual. 
          
         Maria:  Down there, that is why I didn't go to s

cause you know, when we would go, it was just         be
         we only stayed there about four months, I guess.  Then we 
         left there in the farm like.  And we had to walk two miles to 

ool.  And we left there again.  All the time like         go to the sch
         th
          
         Inter:  Where did you learn to speak English? 
          
         Maria:  Well, our old man used to talk English all the time and
         my mom, they talked like that and it was my mother. 
          
  
          
         Maria:  Oh yes.  Most of the time we were livin



         people, most of them, that's why I guess she could understand 

k, you 
 would your father 

? 

ter:  Would all of you work or just...? 

ng cattle and things like that. 

ide your house too, or a place for you 
 stay? 

ria:  Alfred McCatts. 

ria:  Rosy Redford. 

ter:  Where was she from? 

 that area too.  Medicine Hat? 

ter:  Oh. 

ria:  That is why, they were living there I guess.  That is 
one.  That was where he come up. 

p?  Did 
ey know people here or...? 

ria:  Where? 

ter:  That was far.  Did they hear about work in Lloydminster 
 or they just came to try it? 

ing like that - 
ere's a job - and then you can go down there and have work. 

ria:  Well, I went to school there quite a while.  Every time 

         it. 
          

ter:  Like when you were at the farm at Maple Cree         In
         would live at somebody's farm there and what
         do
          
         Maria:  Well, he worked. 
          
         In
          
         Maria:  Cowboys, a bunch of cowboys used to be around there 
         getti
          
         Inter:  So they would prov
         to
          
          
         Maria:  Well, we had our own little place there and they got 
         their own place, so. 
          
         Inter:  What was your father's name? 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  And your mother? 
          
         Ma
          
         In
          

ria:  She lived around         Ma
          
         In
          
         Ma
         where he come to find me, Tyr
          
         Inter:  Well what made them decide to come all the way u
         th
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  When they came to Lloydminster? 
          
         Maria:  Well, you have to go someplace to look for work. 
          
         In
         before they came
          
         Maria:  Well, some people tell you someth
         th
          
         Inter:  And you were just twelve at the time so, when did you 
         start school?  
          
         Ma



         we moved I would go a little more.  That is why I can't talk 

nes:  Because she didn't want to talk.  That is right, 

uage are you speaking right now? 

ria:  Cree, I guess.  (laughter) 

. 

 around 
ndians, you have to learn Cree.  So you will know 
 (laughter)  That would be just fine, wouldn't it?   

y?  Hi, hi. 

aughter) 

r 

 and they 
ought some horses there and they just had ropes, no corral or 

ach they had ropes like this all around.  And one 
y put him in that, and they put it that high, and they rope 

ey rope them up and then this boy ride it.  And he bucked him 

airie.  No sticks around or anything.  Gee, we didn't like 
it went down.  The tension, the 
  That is what they used to do 

d 

n my 

         English at all. 
          
         Inter:  Oh you can't, eh, well you could have fooled me. 
          
         Ag
         because she couldn't talk English. 
          
         Inter:  What lang
          
         (laughter) 
         Ma
          
         Inter:  So then I guess I speak Cree
          
         Maria:  You have to learn that too.  You want to go
         among the I
         everything. 
          
         Inter:  What have I learned so far Mar
          
         (l
          
         Inter:  Do you have any stories about the days when your fathe
         was working?  Anything unusual happened to him? 
          
         Maria:  I remember one time there was these cowboys
         br
         anything.  E
         gu
         him up.  And there was a hill right down there.  And this young 

uess, and then          boy that got this one, that is the first time I g
         th
         off and broke his neck. 
          
         Inter:  Oh dear.  So he died. 
          
         Maria:  These cowboys what happened, see.  Well, they pick him 
         up and took him to the hospital.  It was too late, he was dead 
         already.  He just took two or three jumps and he fell down.  

there, you know.  It was just a          There was so many stones 
         pr
         that.  He just fell like this, 

bs start and he swung about.         ri
         all the time.  That is the first time I seen that, ride that 
         herd like that.  He got killed. 
          
         Inter:  You were right there watching when he fell off? 
          
         Maria:  Yeah.  My mom was with me.  "Get away from me, don't go 
         and see who it is.  He is dead that boy."  We know him, he use
         to come around the place there.  We knew them all.   
          
         Agnes:  It wasn't your boy friend? 
          

ria:  If I was a little older, maybe he would have bee         Ma
         boy friend.  (laughs) 



          
         Inter:  Was your father, your father was white then? 
          
         Maria:  No, he was a halfbreed. 
          
         Inter:  He was a halfbreed.  So, ... 
         Maria:  He is not really my dad, but he raised me anyway. 

er. 

ndian ways or did 

sed to.  My mother, 
any of them. 

ter:  That must have been hard for her. 

ere in the 
airie and never see nobody.  Just cattle, that's all.  That 

ter:  Well, did they belong to any particular church, did 

here 

ND OF SIDE A) 

ria:  I asked somebody who he is but even some of them, they 

imagine somebody still, like Thunder is one of the, 
posed to be from the west when you have the, you know, 

l directions? 

They ask for it.  

 

 
 

          
         Inter:  Oh, but that was your real mother? 
          
         Maria:  Yes, that is my real moth
          
         Inter:  So did she teach you the old I
         they go over kind of to the white ways more? 
          
         Maria:  We went to the white ways more, we u
         she never used to see her relations, 
          
         In
          
         Maria:  She didn't mind.  They were all somewh
         pr
         is all she saw.   
          
         In
         people go to church in those days? 
          
         Maria:  We were so far out, how can we go to the church, t
         is no... 
          
         (E
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
         Inter:  Did you believe about Thunder or...? 
          
         Ma
         don't.   
          
         Inter:  I 

 is sup         it
         when they pray with the pipe and they go in al
          
         Maria:  The difference you see, that that is really comes 
         through.  
          
         Inter:  What is the significance of Thunder then, what does the
         Thunder stand for? 
          

ria:  Well, like I said, well it goes away.  Just a little         Ma
         while, it rains there and it goes away quick.  Lots of time
         like that.   
          
         Agnes:  Well, I guess some of them talk to Thunder. 
          
          
         Maria:  Yes.  (Both ladies talk and make distinguishing 



         impossible).   
          
         Inter:  So is there anything, you know, like if you were 

hing or 
uld you be trying to please the thunder? 

on't 

 said 

ria:  Yeah. 

nd had he not done that, would he have, he wouldn't 
ve got struck? 

hen it is thunder and lightning there like that, 
u are not supposed to run and they say people shouldn't be 

ter:  Do you remember any - your husband, what was his first 

nes:  90, anyway.  Yeah, sure, he really had to.   My old 
rested in these, like these Sundances and these 
nce.  But her husband wasn't like that.   

ria:  He used to go, but he didn't dance. 

ter:  He didn't take part in that.  You were saying he did 
d 

ria:  He used to dance when he was a young boy but after we 

said. 
nes:  He went her way, I guess. 

) 

e is different.  He had got his way 
goes his way. 

ys? 

         talking to the thunder, would you be asking for somet
         wo
          
         Agnes:  Well, that is something I couldn't tell you.  I d
         know.   
          
         Inter:  Like this boy, I imagine the old people would have
         he was being disrespectful to the thunder. 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  A
         ha
          
         Maria:  Maybe he wouldn't have, yeah. 
          
         Agnes:  Well, w
         yo
         running when it is thundering and lightning. 
          
         In
         name?   
          
         Both:  Andrew. 
          
         Inter:  Andrew.  How old would he have been? 
          
         Maria:  He would have been around 90, anyway. 
          
         Ag
         man, he was inte

wwows, war da         po
          
         Ma
          
         In
         teach you about some of the Indian ways.  Like what things di
         you learn from him? 
          
         Ma
         got married he never used to bother going. 
          
         Inter:  Did he say why? 
          
         Maria:  No, he never 
         Ag
          
         Maria:  He would follow me, I guess. (laughs
          
         Agnes:  But my old man, h
         and I have got mine and he 
          
         Inter:  So you both go different wa
          



         Agnes:  Yes, we both go different ways. 
          
         Inter:  You started telling us a story before about when a 

ail?          young boy dies and they take the horse's t
          
         Agnes:  That is my husband tell you about this.  I guess this 

s long ago like, the older people, long ago that is what they 
f they had a horse, 

ey would, I don't know, give it away or something like that.  
t 

d with your 
rents? 

t like holidays in the summertime.  All July 
d till school opened in August. 

ter:  What did they think about you going to school?  

w was that? 

nes:  Well, I guess they put me in school so young you know, 
ey 
 

 for this old lady after that. 

nter:  Why couldn't they raise children?  

nes:  Just unlucky I guess.  Then there was this, well, I am 

nes:  Yes. 

chool, were there any others in your 

There was.  See, I had a little brother, he died.  
 I don't know what it is to have 

brother or sister.  I always lived alone, always been alone 

 

         wa
         used to do when people died like that.  I
         th
         I don't know where, how they did that, what they did, I don'
         know.  My husband could tell you about that.  
          
         Inter:  So you didn't have to learn these things because you 
         were in school? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, I was in school. 
          
         Inter:  Well, how much time did you get to spen
         pa
          
         Agnes:  Well, jus
         an
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Ho
          
         Inter:  How did they feel about you going to school? 
          
         Ag
         when I was six they put me in school because as I say, th

uldn't raise children.  They thought if they put me in         co
         school... I sort of did
          
         I
          
         Ag
         the only one living now.  
          
         Inter:  From that whole family? 
          
         Ag
         Inter:  How many were there? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, I don't know.  They had lost so many.  And then... 
          

ter:  When you started s         In
         family?  
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  
         So I am the only one left.  So
         a 
         like this. 
          
         Inter:  So like, when you would come from school, would they 

out what you did in school and did you talk about it?         ask you ab
          



         Agnes:  Well, yes.  They had always wanted me to read stories 
         to them.  And I used to have to read stories to them.  
         Sometimes I couldn't explain but people talked English. 
          
         Inter:  Where did they live? 
          
         Agnes:  My mother went to school where I went to school.  That 
         is where my mother went to school.  You know, where that old 
         church stands yet. 
          
         Inter:  How long did she go to school? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, I don't know, I couldn't say.  My dad, he went to 

nes:  No. 

  At least I didn't... 

 to school 
 did they think there was no hope, nothing else to do but...? 

nes:  Yes, they thought that was, you know, I think if they 
 had them 
ey liked 

usband doesn't 
lk much anyways because he never went to school. 

  

lly, I 
ess he got tired of bringing him out, the old man got tired 

 school.  He finally let him stay.  He 
ly went to school four years, he said.  And then my husband, 
u know, he was older than Joe so they got him out of school, 

as 

, 

ways. 

ter:  But at that time, did they think they would have to 
 

         school in Red Deer. 
          
         Inter:  So it wasn't a new thing when you started? 
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  Did they ever talk about their school days? 
          
         Agnes:  No, not much.
          
         Inter:  Did they think it was a good idea then to go
         or
          
         Ag
         had a bigger family or more children, they would have

l in school.  Because they both went to school, th         al
         it.  Keep the children going to school.  My h
         ta
          
         Inter:  Not at all? 
          
          
         Agnes:  His father was so against it he never even said 
         nothing.  Like his brother, Joe Fox, he put himself to school.
         And then you know, he says he used to go to school, and his 
         dad used to go after him and bring him out.  So fina
         gu
         of getting him out of
         on
         yo
         so he never went to school at all.  I don't think there w
         many that were against going to school.  I don't remember 
         anybody, not that I can remember. 
          
         Inter:  When you went to school, did they take, like it was 
         still fine to follow the old ways even if they went to school
         or did they have to change over? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, I think they still do, today.  That is what I 

          mostly hear people say on the radio, not to give up the old
          
         In
         give it up when they went to school or did they keep it on at
         home? 



          
         Agnes:  Well, I never heard anybody say, you know.  Never he
         anybody say that but now these days, they do say that.  You 

ard 

ther you should take part in that or...? 

ar, like 
dles, something like that but it is something 
theson had that in her cellar. 

nes:  No, and then when we used to pass by, we used to kind 

ter:  You knew what the bundles were for even when you were 

  He was a witch doctor. 

nes:  Yes. 

e them for good or evil or is...? 

nes:  Well, I don't remember him using them the evil way 
manda was sick when they came for him 
hing here that...  That old man is still 

 Harper, that was the one, he took that out, it 
s some kind of a - what do you call those - beetle?  You 

ria:  Beetles. 

 take it out? 

         hear it on the radio.  They still say that they want the Indians 
         to keep their old way. 
          
         Inter:  Did they talk about it in school, like would they tell 
         you whe
          
         Agnes:  No, no. 
          
         Inter:  Did any of your teachers ever try to learn the Indian 
         ways?   
          
         Agnes:  Well, I don't know.  I remember Dr. Matheson used to, 
         she brought some, what was it she had in her cell
         those sacred bun
         they use.  Dr. Ma
          
         Inter:  You don't know whose it was? 
          
         Ag
         of shake like that, dance some dance something like that.  But 
         it was dark in the cellar and we weren't allowed to touch 
         anything or... 
          
         In
         that young? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, we knew what they were for. 
         Inter:  Your grandfather had a medicine bundle too, didn't he? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, yes.
          
         Inter:  A witch doctor? 
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  Well, did he - he had special powers then?  Would he 
         us
          
         Ag
         because I remember when A

d he went in and somet         an
         living, Pierre
         wa
         know, those big black things?  Like an ant but they are big. 
          
         Ma
          
         Agnes:  Yes, beetles, and he took that beetle out from there. 
          
         Inter:  You mean it was inside him? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, inside of him. 
          
         Inter:  How did he



          
         Agnes:  Well, he, like, sucked it out.  And he put it - you 
         know, I'm not saying - we weren't supposed to look at things 

ke that.  But I got - 
 (laughs)  I tried to see what it 
that saucer like, water.  It was 

ing around in the... 

ter:  This was after he got it out, he put it in the saucer? 

religious thing too, like would he have special prayers he 

nes:  Yes.  But I never went into - I don't know anything what 
or -  I was a kid then. 

as the one I told you about.  She was sick. 
 was in the fall I remember and my dad told me to go and ask, 
u know, ask my grandfather to come and talk to her.  So it 

other, kind of whispered 
nd I asked him.  And my 

to him and I 
ked him to come and talk to my mother. 

 

g and praying.  He 
ok out this weasel, dry skin, that is a dry weasel skin.  The 

he smoking 
eetgrass and he was talking to it.  And this little skin you 

d like that.  
d it started to go down like, you know, and she got fed up 

n't like it and she grabbed it by the tail, 
lled off it's tail, right off.  And that little, that skin, 

         like that when he was doing things li
         always being sneaky I guess.
         was and that was what was in 
         go
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  He just felt well again. 
          
         Inter:  Just right away? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  Well, like, when he was doing this, would it be kind of 
         a 
         would be saying? 
          
          
         Ag
         he was saying 
          
         Inter:  What about the time your mother was sick? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, that w
         It
         yo
         was night and it was dark and I went over.  It was just a few 
         feet away.  I went and I told my grandm

 her, and she told me what to do.  A         to
         father told me to give him a horse, so I gave that 
         as
          
         Inter:  You gave him one of your father's horses? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  One of my father's.  So he took his bundle you 
         know, this, I don't know, these things he keeps inside.  It was 
         like a bag.  So we went over and my mother was lying there.  So
         he lit some sweetgrass and then took out his biggun, his peace 
         pipe they call it.  And then he was talkin
         to
         summer fire like, and he kind of put this on over t
         sw
         know, it just seemed to walk right up the room. 
          
         Maria:  Suck. 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, just suck and you could hear a little bell like. 
         And he put it right down her chest talking to it.  And  that 
         little weasel kept running around like that.  It would stop 
         every now and then, you know.  Just like scratching and just 
         like it was looking for something.  Running aroun
         An
         because she did
         pu



         just like, you know the noise these gophers make, it went like 
         that.  And so my grandfather took it up, it turned dry like 
         that, just the same. 
          
         Inter:  As soon as he took it? 
          
         Agnes:  Yeah, as soon as he took it.  And then he put that 
         tail, I don't know where he put it, with the tail.  He mended 
         it or maybe he put it - I don't know what they do.  I don't 
         know if that tail went back on or something like that.  That 
         time I took the ear off, cut the ear off.   

er? 

you 
 

 
ere doing.  I 

  That is how I knew what 

 why I come home. 

nes:  Yes, she got well.  Yes, my mother lived until 84 so 
u know, that 

her house, not the new one but the one down the hill. 

e Hill. 

? 

ed to tell me but I don't remember anything.  I guess I hear 

r grandchildren? 

 She was only two weeks when my daughter 
 supposed to be their aunt you know, her aunt, 

          
         Inter:  The tail was back on aft
          
         Agnes:  I don't know, I never looked at it because he just, 
         know, grabbed it up like that and we weren't supposed to look. 
         He told me to close my eyes, and we were to close our eyes.  
         And I looked, I always have been disobedient like that.  But I
         kind of wanted to see what it was what they w
         opened my eyes and started watching.
         was happening, what they were doing. 
          
         Inter:  How old would you have been then? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, I must have been around twelve, I guess. 
          
         Inter:  So you were in school already by then? 
          

other was sick and that          Agnes:  Yes.  I was in school but my m
         is
          

ter:  Did she get well after that?          In
          
         Ag
         she, you know, she died when we were down in, yo
         ot
          

e a picture of?          Inter:  The one I hav
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  Yes, she died in Paradis
          
         Inter:  Did she have any stories or anything that you remember
          

he          Agnes:  I don't remember anything.  Lots of things that s
         us
         too many stories. 
          
         Inter:  You don't have any stories you tell you
          
         Agnes:  No, because I have no grandchildren. 
          
         Inter:  Just, that is still mine, just my son and he is not 
         living with his wife and then my daughter, she doesn't want 
         children.  Dorothy, she is adopted, you know.  Her mother died 
         when she was born. 

ok her.  That is         to
         her uncle.   



          
         Inter:  The one who lives right down by the fence? 

 stories?  

tell us.  Sometime, 
don't want to listen though. 

gs would he talk about? 

o. 

t any special people, like any 

kowich or Misic hill or...? 

w, my old 
n, he knows those stories. 

ter:  He might be home yet tonight maybe, eh? 

        
 old man who never used to say so 

ch, so only in Cree and read in English.  That is how it is.  
tell me that, 
ng more than 

lking to the children? 

 what the problem was.  

 But he used to like singing with his old drum, you know. 

ed to always have a nice big drum and we used to listen to 

          
         Agnes:  Yes.  That is supposed to be her uncle but she calls 
         him Daddy.  Daddy and Mommy.  We tell her that is not her, you 
         know, but she takes them for her parents. 
          
         Inter:  What about you Mrs. Sinclair, you don't remember any of 
         your husband's
          
         Maria:  I don't think so.  Maybe she would. 
          
         Inter:  That is too bad. 
          
         Maria:  I forget about them.  They used to 
         I 
          
         Inter:  What kinds of thin
          
         Maria:  Oh, ladies and their families long ag
          
         Inter:  Did they talk abou
         leaders that were here before?  Or do you remember any stories 
         about people who were important in this area?  Or you don't 
         know any stories about the sakas
          
         Agnes:  Oh, I don't know, I don't - but my, you kno
         ma
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Maybe. 
          
         Inter:  He might be too tired though. 
          
         Agnes:  He would be cranky.  (laughs) 
  
         Maria:  He probably knows this
         mu
         And sometimes, there was funny stories, he would 

u know, before long.  That is all.  Not anythi         yo
         that. 
          
         Inter:  Well, did he spend much time ta
          
         Maria:  He was deaf and I guess that is
          
         Agnes:  That is why I guess he can't talk. 
          
         Maria:  You have to talk to him like that. 
          
         Agnes: 
          
         Maria:  Yes, outside he used those. 
          
         Agnes:  He used to sing, you could hear him from our house.  He 
         us



         him. 
          
         Inter:  What kind of a drum?  Made out of wh

nes:  Hide and leather. 
at? 

ria:  Deer hide. 

ria:  That is the kind. 

eh? 

ull has got one too. 

esign on there, is that just one he 
ning? 

nes:  No, it is just one he made up.  Like, I guess the old 
ones, you know, I 

ess those big ones they use for war dances, I guess those 
ething.  Used to anyway. 

re? 

did you still 

No sir, I didn't. 

tch 
 sort of, give them to somebody.  I never spoke 

 my husband here, I never knew him.  I married him, I was 

ts tell you when they wanted you to 

 they wanted me to, that you 

         Ag
          
         Ma
          
         Agnes:  Have you ever seen those drums? 
          
         Inter:  I just saw that little one that Danny has. 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  Made the same way, 
          
         Agnes:  Mr. Huntingb
          
         Inter:  I remember. 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, yes.  My husband made that one. 
          
         Inter:  Did he?  Oh.  The d
         made up or does it have any mea
          
         Ag
         people used to have.  But those other big 
         gu
         have a meaning or som
          
         Inter:  No, but, does anybody know them anymo
          
         Agnes:  Well, they used them anyway.  I don't know what they do 
         now.   
          
         Inter:  Well, how long have you been married? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh, forty-six years, forty seven.  My daughter is 
         forty-five.   
          
         Inter:  Did you get to choose your own husband or 

ve...?            ha
          
         Agnes:  
          
         Inter:  How was that arranged? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, you know, long ago how the Indians used to wa
         their daughters
         to
         made to. 
          
          
         Inter:  What did your paren
         marry him? 
          

nes:  Well, they told me that         Ag
         know, he came and asked my folks for me, I guess. 



          
         Inter:  He came himself or did his parents come? 
          

nes:  Y         Ag es, he came.  It was in Montana, I was at home and I 

nes:  No.  I never spoke to him.  But then there was another 
 was an old man and that is why I had to 

rry Edward. 

had 

ghs) 

ter:  Did your parents talk about when they were married?  

hat is the way they did, too.  My mother said 
 hard time when trying to get away but she was 

 her and just left her there with the 
ks, like her mother-in-law. 

ter:  With your father's people like? 

milies, she said she used to sneak out and go and sleep in 

t right? 

nes:  No, she didn't like him at all.  She was just young.  

         would stand in Montana, he had those for his instructions.  He 
         came and asked my dad for me. 
          
         Inter:  Did he bring your dad anything? 
          
         Agnes:  What's that? 
          
         Inter:  Did he bring your dad anything? 
          
         Agnes:  No, I don't think so.  I don't remember because I 
         didn't like it, I didn't you know.  I never spoke to him. 
          
         Inter:  You didn't want to get married? 
          
         Ag
         old man wanted me.  He
         ma
          
         Inter:  Didn't he say that he paid two horses for you and 
         to make his own tea? 
          
         Agnes:  Yeah, he just made that up. (lau
          
         In
         Like how did they get married? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, t

e had such a         sh
         terrible, afraid to run away and then she was just young.  And 
         then her folks brought

ople there, the fol         pe
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  And she had to stay? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, she had to stay.  And she says she used to go and 
         you know, because in a tent, you know, they all had their 
          
         fa
         another tent.  
          
         Inter:  Is tha
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  She didn't like her husband? 
          
         Ag
         Around sixteen I think. 
          



         Inter:  Did she ever tell him that she didn't like him or...? 

       Agnes:  She said she never had the nerve to speak. 

there was some medicine wasn't there, for 
mebody who didn't love her husband, wasn't there? 

ome like 
at, that kind of medicine. 

 

ter:  If you didn't love the person that you were supposed to 
me or see a 

dicine man but I imagine that would be an evil medicine then. 

 the old people long ago, they 
ed to even make each other crazy. 

? 

the olden days, I just don't know how it 
at was in the... I don't know.  Some 

 

is man came in because she wouldn't talk to this man and he 

d he took that because this girl wouldn't even look at him, 
 one day she said there were 
lies were there, but they moved 

ter:  Is that right? 

 of keeping her, watching her all the nights, they 
id.  Two nights they said they didn't get any sleep.  So they 
inally let her go.  They put warm clothes on her and they let 

I think it was two nights 

          
  
          
         Inter:  Well, 
         so
          
         Agnes:  Well, I don't think there was anything like that, you 
         know.  Just like that is different, I guess.  I don't think 
         they use that for that. 
          
         Inter:  Maybe it wasn't you that was telling us. 
          
         Agnes:  I guess so, I don't know.  Yes, there were s
         th
          
         Inter:  How would it be used? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, I guess I couldn't say how they used that because
         I never used that. 
          
         In
         be with or if you told him, he could go and get so
         me
          
         Agnes:  Yes, I guess so.  Yes,
         us
          

ter:  How would they do that         In
          
         Agnes:  That was in 

s done because th         wa
         relation of my mother - my mother was telling me about it - and  
         there was some man I guess that tried to get this girl and this
         girl didn't like him because she was marrying another one.  And 
         th
         pulled a piece of her garment or something she was wearing. 
          
         An
         wouldn't even speak.  So, I guess

me, I don't know how many fami         so
         away then.  And then this girl got crazy.  They used to even 
         tie her up. 
          
         Inter:  Because of this other man? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, she was wanting to run after him. 
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  And then this man even had a wife of his own, he 
         had another wife.  And still he had to go and, you know, he 

          wanted to get this one.  So, suddenly the mother of this girl,
         she got tired
         sa
         f
         her go and she ran after this man.  



         because that, all I guess, that night they moved.  They moved 
 they went on 

eir journey and then they stopped.  That is where she caught 

w that man got two wives that time. 

nes:  Well, it was with his dad that he made it.  His dad 

ter:  Do you know, were there many people who would use their 

nes:  No, I don't remember.  That was the only thing my 
you know.  Like this part here that I am telling 

u, the healing you know.  He may be, but I don't know. 

d, not your 
sband, your father when he died and somebody thought that 

nes:  Yes, that is what they say but I don't know.  They said 

 

nes:  Yes, that is what they say.  I didn't go myself to that 

         and then stopped someplace and then the next day
         th
         up to them. 
          
         Inter:  Then did she stay with him after that? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  And then he was even living with his wife.  She 
         went and just got into bed, just you know, between there.  And 
         then these people got there.  I guess they went after her.  And 
         just when they got there, this man made this, something like 
         this disinfecting I guess, a medicine.  And then I guess they 
         asked this man, there was this man's wife and then another man 
         went there.  I guess this man had asked this man if he wanted 
         her back.  But he didn't want her back.  He just let her go.  
         So that is ho
          
         Inter:  So he kept them both then? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  I forget, my mother told me about this and she 
         knew the names of those people. 
          
         Inter:  So this man knew how to work the medicine himself, he 
         didn't go to somebody else? 
          
         Agnes:  No. 
          
         Inter:  If he wanted to go to somebody else.  
          
          
         Ag
         made this medicine for him. 
          
         In
         power with evil or most of them would...? 
          
         Ag
         grandfather, 
         yo
          

ter:  What were you saying about your husban         In
         hu
         maybe one of the medicine men was involved? 
          
         Ag
         because that, when they sent that body up, you know there was 

          written on there, it was some kind of a TB.
          
         Inter:  There was a man, you said where they showed you the
         image where they made his...? 
          
         Ag
         part at all. 
          
         Inter:  You didn't see it? 
          
         Agnes:  No, I didn't see it.  All the things that I see, you 



         know, you know I don't, just what they say, I don't know.  All 
         that medicine way, but that is what they said. 

 

ter:  Oh, I wonder why? 

 

rs and things, 
uld they talk about them or...? 

one time 
call them in Cree?  Kapoija...? 

 

nes:  Yes. 

ter:  And you don't remember any other things that your 
 

nes:  No.  Well, I guess there was a lot of things changed.  

t... 

 It was taken out here. 

as this taken? 

mebody who lived long ago... 

nd of Tape) 

ide A, Tape IH-083) 

r, you were going to talk about 

          
         Inter:  But they didn't talk about it very much?  People keep
         these things quite secret? 
          
         Agnes:  Oh yes, they sure do keep that a secret. 
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Well, I don't know, afraid I guess for what they have
         done.  They knew it wasn't right. 
          
         Inter:  But even the ones that have healing powe
         wo
          
         Agnes:  No. 
          
         Inter:  That was secret too?  Were you mentioning 
         about coins, what do they 
          
          
         Agnes:  That is what my husband did, he would start to tell you
         about that. 
          
         Inter:  Oh, so we'll ask him that. 
          
         Ag
          
         In
         parents used to talk about or your grandparents used to talk
         about, about how things changed or how they felt about it? 
          
         Ag
         Well, even us you know, when we were kids, children, we never 
         knew what tha
          
         Maria:  I will show you my old man. 
          
         Inter:  When w
          
         Maria:  Oh, it was about... 
          
         Inter:  You said that you were telling us one time about 
         so
          
         (End of Side B, Tape IH-082) 
          
         (E
          
         (S
          

ter:  June 11, Mrs. Sinclai         In
         your grandfather, Widford. 
          
         Maria:  I told you once, didn't I? 
          



         Inter:  Yes, but you didn't tell me on the tape. 

ria:  Oh, (laughs). 

orn? 

ria:  In the States somewhere.  He never told me whereabouts 

ter:  Did he ever come up here? 

ria:  Oh yes, he came here again.  He had one daughter living 
ere.  And my 

n the States most of the time. 

ter:  But this was the man that was predicting all these 
sn't it? 

g down it takes 
fteen days before they could make it from here to Lloyd.  

ria:  Most of the time. 

o 

e I guess, I don't know.  

ter:  It doesn't look like he is. 

ria:  He must be a halfbreed, the way he looks like.  Most of 

ench. 

ter:  Oh, did he? 

ria:  Yes.  He talked French, English, Cree, Saulteaux.  He 
 he learned all that. 

now, about the Indians and the 
nything to say? 

          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  Where was he b
          
         Ma
         but that is the way they used to go around. 
          
         In
          
         Ma
         here someplace.  That is why he had to come down h
         mom was usually down i
          
         In
         things that would happen, wa
          
         Maria:  Oh, once in a while he would come and see us and 
         driving just a buggy and one horse.  And goin
         fi
         That is a long time riding. 
          
         Inter:  And it was this Mr. Widford that he went around with 
         the white people? 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  Like what would he do? 
          
         Maria:  Well, I think they were - surveying - he used to g
         around with mostly the white people, all over he used to go.  
         He must have known all over then.  Yes, that is why we never 
         seen him once in a while. 
          
         Inter:  Was he an Indian? 
          

ria:  It could b         Ma
          
         In
          
         Ma
         them said that, I don't know. 
          
         Inter:  Did you see very much of him? 
          

ria:  He used to talk Fr         Ma
          
         In
          
         Ma
         learned all that when he goes around,
          
         Inter:  Well, what would he think about the white man coming if 
         he, or what did he think, you k

ite people, or did he have a         wh
          



         Maria:  I guess he said something but I don't know. 

ter:  So you don't remember about him either? 

t lonesome he 
id, he started to stay at Dad's for a long time.  For a long 

me 
long."  Kids, 
long," he 

id.  "When you grow up, you will be all scattered, you won't 
ys and mixed like that and then 

u won't even think about your relations," he told us.  And 
at is true.  I know that already.  Even my sister, we never 

ter:  You never see her?  Where is she? 

ter:  Your grandmother used to stay with this Jack? 

ter:  Where was this at? 

 have been about, Lloydminster, about fifteen 
les north or twenty miles north.  That is where they had that 

 there? 

e of 
em, like,...? 

ter:  You don't know who brought your grandfather up?  Like, 
ns or with white people? 

y going there 

          
         In
          
         Maria:  I couldn't remember. 
          
          
         Inter:  Well, should I stop this tape then or do you have more 
         to say about him?  Did your mother talk about him much? 
          
         Maria:  Oh, once in a while yes.  He used to ge
         sa
         time we don't see anybody around.  He used to come ho
         sometimes and he used to tell us, "Try and get a
         you know how kids are, they get fighting.  "Get a
         sa
         know.  All married to white gu
         yo
         th
         see her. 
          
         In
          
         Maria:  She is at that man town. 
          
         Inter:  Where was his wife when he travelled all around, your 
         grandmother?   
          
         Maria:  Well, she used to stay with the owner or something.  
         Jack Woodford, that is the oldest boy, he stayed there.  She 
         had her own little farm with my uncle. 
          
         In
          

ria:  Yes, they used to let them.          Ma
          
         In
          
         Maria:  Oh, must
         mi
         place. 
          
         Inter:  Are any of their other ancestors
          
         Maria:  They are all dead now.  Every one of them.  Non
         th
          
         In
         was he brought up with India
          
         Maria:  Well, he goes around with the Indians.  Everybody goes 
         around, even the white man, everybody.  He had a lot of 

  And they used to think a lot of him, you know.  They          friends.
         used to take him out and learn him how, what the
         kind of place and... 
          
         Inter:  Who would take him out? 



          
         Maria:  Those guys, those white guys that used to take him out.
         And they know it is where they are going to go.  These guys, 

 he was 

  

g out here, just surveying the 

ria:  What do you mean? 

d until he was 102. 

ria:  Yes. 

hen was that, that he died? 

was sixteen that time when we came here 
 Lloyd, when we come up here, and that is the time he came 

to go then, north 
meplace.   

on't remember any of the stories he talked about 

say. 

know about 

n you got married, it was in the church? 

ter:  And your parents got married in a church? 

nes:  Yes. 

 in 
. 

the 

         they didn't know it but the old man used to know where
         going.   
          
         Inter:  So he would be like a guide for them? 
          
         Maria:  Yes, that's it. 
          
         Inter:  What were these men doin
         land?   
          
         Maria:  Yes, that is all.  All over they used to go. 
          
         Inter:  He was 102 when he died.  Do you know when he died? 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  You said he live
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  W
          
         Maria:  Oh, that is quite a while ago. 
          
         Inter:  You don't know how old you would have been? 
          
         Maria:  No, no.  I think I 
         to
         there.  But he didn't stay very long, he had 
         so
          

ter:  You d         In
         when he was surveying? 
          
         Maria:  No, no.  That is all he used to 
          
         Inter:  What about the wedding ceremonies, you don't 

y of them?          an
          
         Maria:  No, I don't know about any of them.  I never heard. 
          
         Inter:  So whe
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         In
          
         Ag
          

bout your grandparents?          Inter:  What a
         Agnes:  I don't know about them.  They must have got married
         a church.  But my, you know, my folks got married in a church
          
         Inter:  I wonder why these people weren't interested in 



         past.  Like why wouldn't your parents have spent a lot of time... 
st have been really different when the church 

me and the school came. 

I guess so. 

ria:  (Cree)  My first girl, Laurie. 

or 

en in the hospital? 

 children there. 

iver the babies? 

nes:  Yes, even me, I used to look after some. 

ter:  Is that right? 

t here that is -  
here, not far from here.  They 

d a little house there and I was living out here in a little 

ou go to the hospital, go and stay there."  "Oh, it is 
t time, I will go next week," she said.  That night they came 

by fell down. 

nes:  Well, she lay down. 

t and he cried, you know, and we wrapped him up 
d I told this girl, I said, "You better get to hospital.  I 

at.  They have some 
hem in the morning. 

         like things mu
         ca
          
         Agnes:  Yes, 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  When you were young here, what would you do, like what 
         kind of facilites were here? 
          
         Agnes:  I don't quite remember of me having to go to the doct
         when I was young.  Not until I had children. 
          
         Inter:  You had your childr
          
         Agnes:  No, I never had my
          
         Inter:  Did you have a doctor come out? 
          
         Agnes:  Only once.  Only once. 
          
         Maria:  I don't think that happened very often.  It was a long 
         time. 
          
         Inter:  Were there women around who came to del
          
         Ag
          
         In
          

nes:  Yeah.  Like, there is someone ou         Ag
         Virginia.  They were living out 
         ha
         house too.  And she was going to have a baby.  I told her, "Why 
         don't y
         no
         to my place, just walked in.  I just throw one sheet on and the 
         ba
          

ter:  Oh no, she was still standing?          In
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  And had the baby right away? 
          
         Agnes:  Right away, the baby. 
          
         Inter:  How was the baby? 
         Agnes:  It was fine, I just grabbed him and shake him like this 
         on the little fee
         an
         am not supposed to do this.  You know th
         doctors now."  And we took t
          

ter:  And she was fine?          In
          



         Agnes:  Yeah, she was okay. 

ter:  Were there any special things you would do when the 
ing them? 

 

time you had delivered a baby? 

first time. 

  

ber anything, any stories about people 
ving babies long ago.  Mary was telling one about how they 

  
d you wrap it around something?  Did you ever hear about 

to cut it square and 
ey used to burn that and they used to make a hole and they 

 you know. 

 
 

ve and make it real brown and then they would put it on 
ord, you know, where they... 

t is after the cord comes off I guess, eh.  
d then that is what they do, put that brown rag on it after 

es off. 

d, on... 

ust threw it away. (laughs)  

          
         In
         baby was born, besides shak
          
         Agnes:  Well, there was water there, you know.  We would clean 
         them up and wrap them up and I got, I had to get some thread, I
         didn't know what to do, I just stood still.  And I would tie 
         them up like that. 
          
         Inter:  That was the first 
          
         Agnes:  No, that was not the 
          
         Inter:  You had done others before too? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes.  Well, you see, they come after me, what can I do?
         If I don't go, she might die there or else, or the baby being 
         born, I had to do something to help them. 
          
         Inter:  Do you remem
         ha
         would take the cord after they cut it off, after four days.
         An
         that? 
          
         Agnes:  We had a white rag.  Mother used 
         th
         would put that, they wouldn't get no poison on that.  They used 
         to sterilize it.  They would just throw it on top of the stove 
         and make it really brown, that thing there,
          
         Inter:  The cord? 
          
         Agnes:  No, it is that rag there and you make a hole in a, you
         put your... you iron that piece of cotton I guess, put it on
         the sto

at c         th
          
         Inter:  On the baby? 
          
          
         Maria:  Yeah, and tie it up after. 
          
         Agnes:  Oh yes, tha
         An
         burning it.  And they put it on that. 
          
         Inter:  On the baby's stomach.  What would they do with the 
         cord? 
          
         Maria:  Well, that com
          
         Agnes:  Some put it in like, in woo
          

ria:  I never used to bother, I j         Ma
         I didn't know nothing about it.  You know what the nurses do, I 



         used to watch them a lot of times when I was working at the 
         hospital.   
          
         Inter:  Oh yeah, so you would have learned. 
          
         Maria:  Yeah, I used to watch them, what they used to do.  That 

by on the feet and just shake 

ter:  Oh yeah. 

ter:  But the people here that didn't see the nurses, now how 

 
. 

fterbirth. 

about the baby and then when 
 know.  But, so, Agnes, you 

nes:  Well, the only thing that my mother-in-law used to say 
r you cut it off and then make a 
s been cut off.  And they would put 

 between there and they would say that - that was for a boy, 
be good at chopping wood. 

aughs)   

they would do then. 

nes:  No, I didn't hear about that.  One thing I was just 

ter:  No, I don't. 

he is a widow, she lives down near the store.  And you 
ow that lame woman? 

ter:  Yes. 

         is why I grabbed that little ba
         him like that till he cries. 
          
         In
          
         Maria:  That is what they do, these nurses.  I used to help 
         them you know, sometimes like that. 
          
         In
         would they do anything different? 
          
         Maria:  And then after, you know, they just squeeze them like 
         this hard until the thing fills up, where the baby is and they
         take that away, the afterbirth
          
         Agnes:  Yes, the a
          
         Inter:  They squeeze the baby? 
          
         Maria:  No, the mother, the woman. 
          
         Inter:  I thought you were talking 

u said afterbirth, then I didn't         yo
         would just throw the cord away because you wouldn't know about 
         any of the beliefs but... 
          
         Ag
         was that, "Take that cord afte

ub."  You know wood that ha         st
          
         it
         mostly the boys I knew - they would 
         (l
          
         Inter:  What would they do if they wanted him to be a good 
         hunter? 
          

nes:  I don't know what          Ag
          
         Inter:  You didn't hear anything? 
          
         Ag
         thinking about was there used to be an old lady here, Mrs. 
         Nightwalker's grandmother, I guess you know Mrs. Nightwalker? 
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  S
         kn
          
         In



          
         Agnes:  Well her grandmother.  I guess that they used to 
         travel and travel like.  Even in the wintertime, they used to 

guess when they were walking along, it was kind of spring, 
 running, and I guess she got sick as 

ough she just had her baby, she says she 
 the water. 

ter:  And did she get sick after that? 

ria:  They never used to have TB or cancer or anything or 
d to say, "You know 

gher shoes," he said, 
ou are going to get - 

ur legs will get get sore." 

ria:  How can you know that?  That is why I never wear that 
ers, those rubbers.  The 

bbers, they are bad they say. 

aid a lot of things.  Like, he was 

  

oon there will be no horses, 
on't know if that is 

ght, they eat horses. 

s 
rope and people eat them there 

 restaurants.  But at that time, people weren't eating horses 

ria:  No. 

nes:  Well, I guess that is the old people long ago.  You 

         move from place to place.  That is what they were doing I 
         guess.  And this woman, this Nightwalker's dad was born then.  
         I 
         snow melting and water
         they were travelling.  So they had to stop and she had her 
         baby.  And after that, the baby was wrapped up, they went on 
         their journey.  Even th
         went right in
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  No, nothing happened to her. 
          
         Maria:  People, they were strong years ago.  They would do 
         anything, they won't get sick. 
          
         Inter:  Why do you think that was? 
          
         Agnes:  I don't know. 
          
         Ma
         toothache.  That is why my grandfather use
         what, you are going to have these rou
         "Don't ever wear them, that is where y
         yo
         Agnes:  There was a lot of that I guess. 
          
         Ma
         kind.  I never wear that kind.  Rubb
         ru
          

ter:  Well, he had s         In
         talking about airplanes then too, wasn't he? 
          

t?         Maria:  Yes, he was talking about that.  How can he know tha
         We didn't know anything about that.  Even cars, everybody is 
         going to have cars and pretty s
         pretty soon they will eat the horses.  I d
         ri
          
         Inter:  Yes, they do now.  A lot of people do.  Like the horse
         from Canada, they ship them to Eu
         in
         yet.   
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  He didn't say how he knew these things? 
          
         Maria:  Maybe in a dream, I don't know. 
          
         Ag
         know, they used to talk about - I remember one old man was 
         talking and he said this, like the ground will be turned upside 



         down and I didn't understand what he meant.  It will be all 
         turned upside down where farmers are and I guess that is what 

ey meant, today it is just, the crops. 

even? 

nes:  Yes. 

ter:  I wonder how he knew? 

m 

ria:  Yeah, that is what they are. 

ter:  They are things from their dreams. 

't know. 

ter:  Would these people talk about their dreams a lot or 

ike that. 
at is why I guess they would tell you. 

ria:  Well, just like one, when he tells you anything like 
Some people don't 

lieve what you tell them. 

g? 

k about his dreams? 

to tell, "Granddad, give us a story,"  
d he would say, "I am not telling story, this is come true 

s just a story? 

funny that the old people long ago, they knew 
that were going to happen.  Like now, everything 

lk about seeing the ground get turned upside down, we didn't 

 
hey said it would be 
lying and I guess that 

         th
          
         Inter:  He said this before anybody was farming 
          
         Ag
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  I don't know.  The old people, I used to hear the old 
         folks, that is what the old people used to say.  And then there 
         used to be some machines like up in the sky you would see the
         flying like birds.  I guess those are the airplanes. 
          
         Ma
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  Yes, I think so, I don
          
         In
         would they kind of keep them secret too? 
          
         Maria:  Well, not, once in a while I guess they would tell you 
         just to believe you are not supposed to do something l
         Th
          

ter:  How do you mean?          In
          
         Ma
         that, you are supposed to believe him.  
         be
          

advice or somethin         Inter:  So this would be if he was giving 
          
         Maria:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  That is the only time he would tal
          
         Maria:  Yeah.  But I used 
         an
         some day.  You will see it," he told me. 
          
         Inter:  But you thought it wa
          
         Maria:  Yeah.   
          
         Agnes:  It is 

ese things          th
         is happening and no one could see.  Like, you know, I didn't 
         ta
         know what that meant.  It was this plow you know, it is these 
         white people living, like the farmers going to plow the ground
         and I guess that is what they meant when t

rned upside down.  And the birds were f         tu
         is the airplanes. 



          
         Inter:  Did either of you ever - did your husband know any ways 

 tell weather and stuff like that? 

e. 

es it used to come true.  Sometimes it would 
in like that and he would have said it is going to rain or 

ter:  Did he tell you how he knew? 

ria:  No, he never tell me. 

 Did they have any stories you know, like, about the sun 
 the stars or the moon? 

 to tell us was... 

ria:  Just like the time I was going to pick berries, she 

ter:  Did you take a tent, like when you went to pick berries 

ria:  Well, we had nothing, just blankets that's all.  I 
you 

ink it is going to rain or anything like that? 

 go.  

s 

         to
          
         Maria:  Once in a while he used to tell and it used to come tru
          
         Inter:  What would he tell it? 
          
         Maria:  About the sun you know, when he gets out to look at it, 
         he knows right away what is going to happen.  I never used to 
         see nothing but I didn't believe him.  Sometimes I used to 
         believe and sometim
         ra
         snow. 
          
         In
          
         Ma
          
         Agnes:  There was one thing that I used to hear my folks say 
         was that, you know a red sky, that means good weather.  You 
         know, the sunset.  And then, that sometimes you would see that 
         yellow in the sky and they say that is going to be windy.  
         Things like that they... 
          
         Inter: 
         or
          

nes:  Only one thing my mother used         Ag
          
         Ma
         said, "You better not go tomorrow, it is going to rain, heavy 
         rain."  I didn't believe her.  We got ready and went.  About 
         half way when we got, it started to rain heavy.  See what 
         happened.  (Cree)  All the kids, they were all wet. 
          
         In
         or you went without anything? 
          
         Ma
         didn't bother with this.  When you are in your youth, do 
         th
          
         Inter:  But they didn't tell you how they knew? 
          
         Maria:  No, all they would tell us is that, "You better not
         You kids will be out soaking wet." 
          
         Inter:  Did they have anything to say about the rainbow or what 

out it?          it meant or have any beliefs ab
          
         Maria:  No, not that I know of. (Cree)  I don't know if it i
         right.  When they see a rainbow, they say it is going to turn 
         nice. 
          
         Inter:  I go by the radio. 
          



         Agnes:  But sometimes the radio isn't - not right sometimes.  
         Sometimes it is wrong.  Like that Indian now that you hear on 

e radio, is he an Indian?  He tells us about the weather.  I 

, she used to say that 
en that new moon goes up like that, she says that is good 

ter:  When it goes back? 
w moon like that... 

r bad luck? 

 I don't remember.  Good luck you 
 call, those 

ttle rabbit feet is it?  For good luck, you know, I used to 
 don't know.  I guess that is 

       Agnes:  No, just not now.  Yes, I know, at the school there yet 
ey used to buy a lot of that. 

ite people's thing. 

 

nes:  No, that is the only thing, I don't know.  I don't know 
f it is white people or 

dian, I don't know. 

 Ed was in 
he had that. 

ter:  Who is that? 

people.  I think it is - could be a 
res boy.  Yes, his son is his, I guess his partner or 

abbit feet. (Laughs)  But that boy got 
ere is nothing that you know, could 

ow 

         th
         don't know if he is right or not.  Seems like nobody can tell 
         the weather now.  (Cree)  Like my mother
         wh
         weather.  And then sometimes it goes back like that, that is 
         bad weather.   
          
         In
         Agnes:  Yes, goes back, a ne
          
         Inter:  If it points upwards? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, that is bad weather.  And that is true you know, 
         just - I was telling Lloyd and them, and that's, they go by 
         that now. 
          
         Inter:  Did they talk about any things that you could do to 
         have good luck o
          
         Agnes:  No, I don't - (Cree)
         wanted - they used to wear those little, what you
         li
         see everybody wearing those.  I
         out of style too. 
          
         Inter:  This is long ago or just...? 
          
  
         th
          
         Inter:  So that would be a wh
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  But there wasn't anything that the Indians had that you
         could do for good luck? 
          
         Ag
         where they learned that from though, i
         In
          

t it from the Indians...          Inter:  Or if the white people go
          
         Agnes:  I guess so.  I don't know, I remember when

e Air Force and he was flying over I guess and          th
          
         In
          
         Agnes:  One of the white 
         Lo
         something like that.  He wore that and I guess he went over I 
         don't know how many times and they believed him that and they 
         were buying some more r

rt then.  I guess th         hu
         really be one of those things anyway, charms or, I don't kn



         of anything.  

?  
s like a bird in a hand is worth two in 

e bush or you know, sayings that kind of teach people 

n is deaf he must have loved his grandmother. 

ter:  Do you know any others like that? 

ter:  Do they have the old people come and talk at the 

Waskiwitch. 

they were right at 
e wedding. 

 

e, 

ter:  Well, would they have people come and talk to them. 

 talk to them.  The 

when you were getting married, was there anybody 

...? 

t I guess nobody knew I was married. (laughs)  
, oh no.  Well, Harriet did get one time here.  Oh, Harriet, 

t know who it was got married and I 
ard Harriet spoke to them.  I spoke at Ernie's, the last.  I 

before you were getting married, did your 
ny things or talk to you about the way you 

          
          

ter: Were there any kind of old sayings that the Indians had         In
         You know, we say thing
         th
         something.  You know, you want to teach somebody a lesson? 
          
              We heard one there, what was it that Harriet was saying - 
         a deaf man or something?  It could have been to do with 
         somebody's ears and your grandmother, if you were... what was 
         it?   
          
         Agnes:  If a ma
          
         In
          
         Maria:  No, I don't. (Cree)  I went to that wedding.  We had a 
         wedding the other day, it was Saturday.  I went to it. 
          
         In
         weddings? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, mostly I guess, my husband mostly.  And then 
         Albert 
          
         Inter:  When would they come up and talk? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, through the loudspeaker that 
         th
          

church?         Inter:  Like, after they were married already or at the 
          
         Agnes:  Just before, well, yes, just before - no, after th

he...          you know, t
          
         Maria:  At the reception? 
          
         In
          

nes:  Well, I guess who got called would         Ag
         priest was there. 
          

ter:  Like          In
         who come and talked to you and give you advice or anything 
         or
          
         Agnes:  No, no, bu
         No
         she was talking to - I don'
         he
         didn't say much. 
          
          
         Inter:  Well, even 

ther teach you a         mo
         should act after you were married? 



          
         Agnes:  No. 

y teach you before you leave home and 
st growing up, you know, they teach you how to do things.  
ach you to sew and like, work, you know. 

, as soon as you are able to work. 

ter:  Even from when you are a little child like? 

nes:  Yes, teach you that and teach you how to sew.  You 
t 

he open fire didn't 
u?   

ter:  How old were you when you started to do that? 

nes:  Oh, around twelve or thirteen, I guess. 

e fun of me anyway.  She was trying 
family, poor cook or something like 

 When you did something wrong? 

nes:  Yes. (laughs) 

ter:  Well, do either of you have anything to say about the 
 in the schools? 

ren, 
n't even know what they learn them.  Do they learn them 

ool work.  But what about 
own history or teaching them 

things like that?   
uld you like to get involved in school work and go and talk 

ter:  In school? 

          
         Inter:  Just took you over when they left you? 
          
         Agnes:  They just left me and turned me loose. (laughs)  
         Well, at home you know, when you are at home they teach you 
         these things.  The
         ju
         Te
          
         Inter:  How old would you be when you start learning? 
          
         Agnes:  Well
          
         In
          
         Ag
         know, in those days, we didn't - well, me anyway - I didn'
         really like cooking and cakes and fancy cakes like.  All I 
         could do was cook bannock. 
          
         Inter:  Well, you learned how to cook over t
         yo
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         In
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  Did she tell you anything about raising children? 
          
         Agnes:  No.  She used to mak

 say I would have a poor          to
         that.  Always making fun of me. 
          

ter:          In
          
         Ag
          
         In
         schools now and the changes you would like to see
          
         Agnes:  I don't even know if I have gone to see.  The child
         do
         cooking and things like that I wonder? 
          
         Inter:  No, they don't.  Just sch

ings like teaching them their          th
         Indian ways, do people ever talk about 
         Wo
         to the kids? 
          
         Maria:  (Inaudible) I remember they used to do that. 
          
         In



          
         Maria:  In school here, they used to have one woman there to 

hool they go there and 
like that.  And some of 

 

? 

. 

he designs ever mean anything?  Or you just 
rget.   

ly know.  The only thing I 
ow is that they can write Indian designs and then those 

mother teach you to do beadwork? 

nes:  Nothing, she never said anything. 

re of your own? 

ly 
ally want to be 

ke her folks, like mine, the ones I have been telling you 
ay and - I 

n't know, these things that other people do, they are leaving 
 Because she had gone to school already, maybe 
 

ter:  Well, when they went to school, then they start looking 
u think about the 

ople who still followed the old ways and didn't like the idea 

nes:  No, I never thought about it.  I didn't learn my 

t 

 
s you about a better life.  I used to be, you 
 - I used to drink like other people and do 

         learn them how to do beadwork.  After sc
ey learn - just cut little pieces in          th

         them, they make a poor job, you have to rip that off again,
         leave that and start over again. 
          
         Inter:  Well, how do you start learning the designs?  Do you 
         just use special designs all the time or does everybody make 
         different ones
          
         Maria:  Ah, you can make them any kind of way you like
          
         Inter:  Did any of t
         fo
          
         Maria:  If they want to do it, they can do it.  They just cut 
         them out and... 
          
         Agnes:  I don't know, I don't real
         kn
         flowers but I don't know about any special... 
          
         Inter:  Did your 
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  And what did she say about the designs on them? 
          
         Ag
          

 just copy the ones she made and then make          Inter:  You would
         mo
          

al         Agnes:  Yes, because my mother was, you know, she wasn't re
         - she went to school you know and she didn't re
         li
         about?  My mother wasn't like that.  She used to pr
         do
         those things. 

at was why.         th
          
         In
         - like when you went to school, what did yo
         pe
         of school or did you not think about it? 
          
         Ag
         children to grow up to believe in these things that they do 
         today but they still, they go on.  After their Dad I guess.  So 
         it is different because I am different too.  I only go by wha
         I have learned, I go by, like the Bible you know.  I learned 
         from there.  I learned it.  And that is the only thing I 
         believe in, in God's word.  Because I can see it.  That really
         helps.  It tell

ow, I wasn't         kn
         things like what is going on today.  



          
         Inter:  When did you stop? 
          

nes:  Well, I was in the sanatorium one         Ag  time in the 1950s I 
 
 

e 

 
ve 

study the Bible, they 
ver taught me that.  I learned that from the school when I 

  But it is just lately that I 

 and were baptized and the ones who weren't baptized, 
s there a split between them?  Or did they...? 

ight?  So they don't stop and say well, these 
ing God? 

ey don't anyway.  But that, I can see that.  Old 
ople that call themselves Christians and they say they know 

people 

ria:  Like, one time I was going in the car and there was a 
is 
"  

w me 

ria:  That is why I notice lots of times, things like that. 

r, I guess. (laughs) 

         think.  That is when I had nothing to do but just to eat and
         that is the only thing I got interested in was the Bible.  I 
         learned to know the Lord. 
          
         Inter:  So your family didn't teach you about God when you wer
         small?   
          
         Agnes:  Well, they liked us to say prayers like Our Father and
         the Creed and those things.  But really, you know, to belie
         and like, to read the Bible and that, 
         ne
         went to the Anglican school.
         learned this.   
          
         Inter:  But your parents were Christian too? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes. 
          
         Inter:  Was there much problem with the people who became 
         Christians
         wa
          
         Agnes:  Well, it seems like it today.  I know that.  People 
         that know the Lord and trying to live for the Lord, they are 
         not liked, they don't - you know - it starts a split. 
          
         Inter:  Is that r

e both worship         ar
          
          
         Agnes:  No, th
         pe
         the Lord and worship the Lord, they are not liked.  Always 
         have trouble to say about them. 
          
         Ma
         lady that wanted to come in and this lady asked Morris (that 
         my son) and so she said, "Who are you with?"  "With my mother.
         She just turned and walked off you know, because she sa

ere, you know.          th
          
         Inter:  Is that right? 
          
         Ma
          
         Inter:  So what would this lady have believed in? 
          
         Maria:  I don't know.  In her bee
          
         Inter:  So actually the people who believed in the old ways, 
         they believed in God or the Great Spirit?  Would these people 
         also turn to drinking and things or would it just be the people 
         that believe in nothing?  You know, because like the old 



         people who used to teach you how to live the right way didn't 
good life?  And the Christian church was 
was it just the people who kind of gave 
ne way and didn't pick up the other, 

ble 
w?   
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You could try a short one. 

ter:  If I give you tobacco, then that means you have to sing 
ptized? 

ter:  That is the one that was the medicine man. 

 Sarah, Sarah Wochka. 

ter:  So what did he have to say about, you know, if he was 
n and when he was - he was baptized when he was old? 

nes:  Yes. 

know 
 baptized but I don't know what day you know, how old 

ey were.  Or maybe when they got married, they were baptized. 

ter:  Well, what things like that would you like to teach the 

ts 
rs got together.  You know, if the teachers knew 

at the parents wanted to teach their kids, if they worked 
 help? 

         they and how to live a 
         doing the same thing so 

 both ways, gave up o         up
         would you say those were the ones that are having the most trou
         no
          
         Agnes:  Yes, I guess so.   I don't know.  I used to...
          
         (E
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
         (The ladies talk in Cree for a minute) 
          
         Maria:  They want us to put over something so I can sing that 
         way.  (laughs)  So I can sing behind it.  I am not much of a 
         singer.   
          
         Inter:  
          
         Maria:  A short one. 
          
         (Cree) 
          
          
         In
         for us.  Well, were your grandparents ba
          
         Agnes:  Yes, my grandad was, grandfather was Simon, Simon 
         Wochka. 
          
         In
          

nes:  Yes, and my grandmother was         Ag
          
         In
         Christia
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  And did he still...? 
          
         Agnes:  Well, I don't know, I guess so.  I just thought, I 
         they were
         th
          
         In
         kids in school or would you leave it up to the parents? 
          
         Agnes:  I guess leave it up to the parents.  It is their job. 
          

ter:  Well, do you think they could teach them if the paren         In
         and the teache
         wh
         together do you think it would
          



         Agnes:  I think it would help. 
          
         Inter:  Like when you went to school, did your parents ever 

ve anything to do with the teachers?          ha
          
         Agnes:  No.  No. 
          
         Inter:  They never had anything to say about what was going on 
         at the school? 

use here. 

nes:  That is all right. 

 baptized, did he still 
e his medicines? 

nes:  Oh yes. 

hings they got from God? 

nes:  (Inaudible) 

from God wouldn't 

ter:  They didn't say where they would be from then? 

nt. 

 ago, before baptism, 
the child was named? 

  I guess so.  You know, they just use 
ee names.  Nicknames or - I don't know really - what would 

ter:  No, they are real names, they are considered real - the 
l that person all 
ey started baptizing 

, a man 
uld come and name them.  Did they have any special ceremony 

died long ago, he named Marie.  And 

          
         Agnes:  No.  I guess they just left it to the teachers.  I know 
         they never... 
          
         Inter:  I am smoking up your ho
          
         Ag
          
         Inter:  Well, after your grandfather was
         us
          
         Ag
         Inter:  Like there was no problem with that?  And then the 
         medicines were t
          
         Maria:  I don't know anything about them? 
          
         Ag
          

ter:  But these powers would have come          In
         they? 
          
         Maria:  I don't know, I couldn't say that. 
          
         In
          
         Maria:  Well, I guess he didn't know what being baptized mea
          

ter:  Well, when they had children long         In
         did they have any kind of a ceremony where 
          
         Agnes:  I don't know.
         Cr
         those names be called? 
          
         In
         Cree names.  But that is what they would cal

e time, that was his only name.  Until th         th
         but you don't know, like when they gave the child a name
         wo
         that you know of? 
          
         Agnes:  No, not that I know of because my children have that, 
         you know, have their Cree names. 
          
         Inter:  Who picked their names? 
          
         Agnes:  One old man, he 



         there was another old man, he died too, he named Mark. 

s some kind of bird.  Those yellow, like a 

ecial meaning to your son, 
ke, when he was growing up?  Was it supposed to uh...? 

nes:  Well, I guess you know, that was supposed to be when he 
ey do, the Indians like 

at, they used to burn that sweetgrass and then you know, if 
 

thing like that, that is what they would have to 
.  I guess he doesn't know anything about it now. 

d Marie's, that is a hard name to explain too.  Some kind of a 

e bow.  For ten years he had to make a bow and put it in it's 
 that. 

 and you 
uld burning sweetgrass, would you...? 

ria:  Like to burn it and then just all night rub his head 

ut it goes on the 

ria:  It was not sweetgrass. 

w what you call them, 
ey are grown special.  They have to be special, some kind of 

          
         Inter:  What names did he give them? 
          
         Agnes:  Cree names.  Marie's name is, I don't know how to 
         explain that - (Cree to Maria) - I don't know how you would 
         explain that.  It i
         swan or something like that.  They have long beaks on them 
         anyway.  I don't know if it is a bird, that is what my son's 
         name is.   
          
         Inter:  Did that bird have any sp
         li
          
          
         Ag
         was sick you know, like mostly what th
         th
         they put his hand over that like that and rub him all over.
          
         Inter:  When he was given the name? 
          
         Agnes:  Yes, when they gave him the name but, too, if he gets 
         sick or some
         do
          
         (Inaudible talking and laughter for a while) 
          
         An
         - I don't know. 
          
         Inter:  Well, the one that was named after the bird, would you 
         want just like Harriet was saying when they named one with 
         th
         place but you didn't do anything like
          
         Agnes:  No. 
          
         Inter:  Or like you were saying when he would be sick
         wo
          
         Ma
         and his face and his hands and his body like that.  With that 

that soothes that.          smoke like that, 
          
         Inter:  But that had nothing to do with the bird? 
          
         Agnes:  No.  Well, I guess that is something like that.  But it 
         was special, not sweetgrass, something else b

me.            sa
          
         Ma
          
         Agnes:  No, those white ones, I don't kno
         th
         a grass. 
          



         Inter:  But how was that connected to the bird? 

nd then 
her man came 

ll those anyhow? 

, on the tree, like. 
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         Maria:  I don't know.  That is all I am used to.  A

rie has got a - I don't know what that is - anot         Ma
         today, he is going to make a Sundance.  And that when he was 
         carrying something that grew from his willow trees there.  What 
         do you ca
          
         Inter:  (Inaudible) 
          
         Maria:  No, no, it is something bigger, you know, I wonder what 
         you would call that.  You see them like on willows, they grow 
         on willows
          
         (Cree) 
          
         I wonder what's it called.  Well, anyway, I had that instead of
         if you had... 
          
         (The remainder of this tape is too fast to be intelligible.) 
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