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         Victoria: April 5, 1984, I'm interviewing Walter Fiddler of 
         Batoche, Saskatchewan.  Where were you born, Walter? 
          
         Walter:   I was born in Fish Creek.  
          
         Victoria: How far is that from Batoche? 
          
         Walter:   About five miles from where I live here. 
          
         Victoria: And what type of a house did you grow up in, was it a 
         log house? 
          
         Walter:   It was a log house. 
          
         Victoria: And did you have running water? 
          
         Walter:   No. 
          



         Victoria: Electricity or anything like that?  
          
         Walter:   No, didn't have no electricity. 
          
         Victoria: How many rooms did you have in your house? 
          
         Walter:   There was only one room and the upstairs.  
          
         Victoria: You had an upstairs? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, we had an upstairs.  
          
         Victoria: What did you use for heating the house? 
          
         Walter:   Wood. 
          
         Victoria: What type of furniture did you have?  
          
         Walter:   Well, there wasn't too much furniture.  
          
         Victoria: Was it handmade though? 
          
         Walter:   Oh, they're all handmade.  
          
         Victoria: And did your parents own their own land? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Do you know if it was a homestead or if it was scrip?  
          
         Walter:   It was a scrip. 
          
         Victoria: How many acres was it? 
          
         Walter:   One hundred and sixty acres.  
          
         Victoria: Was it your dad's scrip or was it from your mom? 
          
         Walter:   It was my dad's. 
          
         Victoria: And I suppose you had a fairly big area to play in 
         and stuff when you were small? 
          
         Walter:   Oh, yeah. 
          
         Victoria: The yard was quite large.  Were there people that 
         lived close around you, like neighbours and that? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, I had an uncle living close to me, Paul   
         Desjarlais.    
          
         Victoria: And about how far away was the nearest neighbour? 
          
         Walter:   About 500 yards. 
          
         Victoria: And they were Metis people? 
          



         Walter:   Oh yeah.  He was married to my auntie. 
          
         Victoria: Did you ever hear of what they called road allowance 
         people?  
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: I believe they were people that lived on a road 
         allowance so that they never had to pay taxes. 
          
         Walter:   Well, most of the people that lived there they were 
         living on their scrips along the river. 
          
         Victoria: When you were growing up did you have any chores to 
         do at home?  Did you have your own work, like, what you had to 
         do every day? 
          
         Walter:   Well not too much in those days.  There was hardly 
         any chores to do, just bring wood in the house. 

ctoria: How about your brothers and sisters did they have any 

lter:   Well, look after the horses and cattle that's about 

ctoria: And what about... did your family all go camping and 

hey done a lot of that, preserved them for 

 And did you know of anyone, your relatives or just 

lter:   Well, all my uncles they were storytellers.  They 

- 

f the stories, or part of a 

lter:   Well, not too much but... I pretty near forgot them 

ctoria: Was your family, was it a close family?  Did they 

ctoria: And was there very many of your aunts and uncles, 

          
         Vi
         special things that they had to do every day? 
          
          
         Wa
         all they had to do.  
          
         Vi
         hunting and berry picking and that together?  Did they do 
         things as a family? 
          

lter:   Oh yeah, t         Wa
         winter.  
          

ctoria:         Vi
         somebody in the community, that told stories?  You know, what 
         they called the storyteller. 
          
         Wa
         went to school in Winnipeg and they all told stories from 

          storybooks in French, all of them they (Victoria interrupts
         inaudible) when we were small. 
          

ctoria: Do you remember any o         Vi
         story or something that you could tell us that they used to 
         tell you?  
          
         Wa
         now.  It was about Ti-Jean anyways.  (laughs) 
          
         Vi
         stick together and stick up for one another? 
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, they used to stick pretty close all 
         together.  
          
         Vi



         your grandparents or anybody that, you know, were there very 
         many of them living in the same area? 
          

lter:   Oh yeah, there was quite a f         Wa ew there living.  I had 

lter:   Yeah. 

.  

ctoria: Where did your...  Your father came from Winnipeg but 

lter:   She was born in Duck Lake. 

ctoria: So she was from this area too then. eh? 

ctoria: What did your father do for a living?  

lter:   Well in Fish Creek over there he used to raise horses 

ctoria: And did he do other things to help supplement his 
 

lter:   Well, I guess he used to...  Well, he couldn't do 
hat very well because he was partly blind.  

h? 

ht up north 
 the winter sometimes, and from Winnipeg to Batoche here for 

 

         five brothers in Fish Creek there, they was living.  They have 
         along the river. 
          
         Victoria: So it was sort of a Metis settlement down there then, 
         eh?  
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, it was a real Metis settlement.  When they 
         come from Winnipeg they come straight to Fish Creek there.  
          
         Victoria: Was there very many people that came?  Your father 
         must have been one of them that came from Winnipeg, was he? 
          
          
         Wa
          
         Victoria: Was there very many others?  Was any of his family 
         with them when they came down here? 
          
         Walter:   Well, yeah, when my grandfather came -- they were 
         pretty young, I guess -- they all settled in Fish Creek there
          
         Victoria: So your grandfather came over when his children were 
         young then, eh? 
          

lter:   Yeah.          Wa
          
         Vi
         your mother, where was she from?  
          
         Wa
          
         Vi
          

lter:   Yeah.          Wa
          
         Vi
          
         Wa
         and sell them to the new settlers that came in.  
          
         Vi
         income?  Like, did he, you know, cut firewood to sell, or get
         meat, you know, wild game?  
          
         Wa
         t
          
         Victoria: Oh, so he was sort of handicapped, e
          
         Walter:   Handicapped, yeah.  But he used to freig
         in
         Gabriel Dumont -- when is it that happened? -- that had a store
         in Batoche here, Batoche in town, he used to do some 



         freighting.  
          
         Victoria: Did he do any hunting, you know, and fishing?  

.  

  

ctoria: Like the family use and that, was that... was it up 
 you boys to bring in the meat and stuff for the family?  

der than me.  

ther kept horses too for trade, not for 
ading but he sold them.  Did you have any other type of 

l we had a few head of cattle in those days.   

uff?  

 Oh yeah, we had chickens.  

en? 

ere you able to grow in the garden? 

how were 

torage.  They used to dig a hole in 
otatoes in there and carrots. 

ny time when you were young that 
r father didn't have any work at all? 

 

 

too much income, not much 

          
         Walter:   Well he done some fishing but not really hunting
          
         Victoria: Did any of you boys do it while you were growing up?
          
         Walter:   Well, we done a little.  
          
          
         Vi
         to
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, that was our job.  My brothers, they were 
         ol
          
         Victoria: Your fa
         tr
         livestock?  
          
         Walter:   Wel
          
         Victoria: Were you able to keep chickens and that type of 
         st
          
         Walter:  
          
         Victoria: Did your parents grow a gard
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: What all w
          
         Walter:   Potatoes, carrots, and stuff like that.  
          
         Victoria: How did you preserve them for wintertime, 

u able to keep them?           yo
          
         Walter:   Well, in cold s

e ground and put the p         th
          
         Victoria: It would be a type of a root cellar.  
          
         Walter:   A root cellar.  
           
         Victoria: Do you remember a
         you
          

arming later on.           Walter:   Well, they used to do a little f
          
         Victoria: But was there a time when he didn't have any work at

l, there was no income at all?           al
          
         Walter:   Oh no he always had, not 

rk to do.          wo
          



         Victoria: Was that a rough time for your family when you were 

r relatives were quite 
ose around where you were there, what did your uncles and, 

ing.  

hey 
uld get?  

h, mostly that's all they did. 

e when you were 
owing up?  

 it was French and when they didn't want us to 
derstand what they were saying they used to talk Cree.  

hat language did you first speak when you were 
owing up?  

ch.  That's what they taught us. 

not just your 
rents, I suppose, but in your little settlement there, did 

 were always aware of being Metis? 

 your family, like, the older 
 were growing up, did they talk 

rtainment?  Did they have 

 they had a lot of parties in 
 Red River jig in those days.  

mily?  

         growing up when there was no money coming in or anything? 
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, it was pretty hard.  
          
         Victoria: What did the other... like, you
         cl
         you know, the other Metis people do for a living?  
          
         Walter:   Well they done pretty near all the same th
          
         Victoria: Was it mostly seasonal work, just any jobs that t
         co
          
         Walter:   Yea
          
         Victoria: What language was spoken in the hom
         gr
          
         Walter:   Well
         un
         (laughs)  
          
         Victoria: W
         gr
          
         Walter:   Fren
          
         Victoria: Did your parents think of themselves, 
         pa
         they think of themselves as being Metis people?  
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah.  
          
         Victoria: So then you
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah.  I'm not ashamed to be Metis.  
          
         Victoria: They were quite proud of being Metis.  
          
         Walter:   They were proud.  
          
         Victoria: Was there anyone of

ople in your family as you         pe
         about Metis history? 
          

o much no.           Walter:   Well, not to
          
         Victoria: What did they do for ente

rties or any social events?           pa
          
         Walter:   Well they had parties,

nter.  Used to dance a lot of         wi
          
          

ctoria: How about Christmas, what was it like for your          Vi
         fa



          
         Walter:   Oh Christmas, you know, is pretty big celebration.  

 used to visit from house to house, have big meals.  

brate 

 one that 
me in ate whatever he wanted.  

our father ever wore a Metis 
sh?  

  Yeah, I remember he wore a Metis sash, yeah.  I'm 
rry I didn't preserve it.  We had it and we lost it -- too 

a: How about other... you know, that was classed as 
r 

ll, they wore moccasins that they handmade.  

 around, wraparound. 

 
tis women did in Metis style? 

yes she did. 

pe of clothing?  

 own moccasins 

 know how to tan hides? 

tch.  

? 

         We
          
         Victoria: What about New Year's, was it celebrated?  
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, it was the same.  They used to cele
         from Christmas to New Year, a whole week straight through.  
          
         Victoria: Do lots of dancing and parties, and... 
          
         Walter:   And the table was always set.  The first
         ca
          
         Victoria: And do you remember if y
         sa
          
         Walter: 
         so
         bad.  
          
         Victori
         Metis clothing, was there anything else that he used to wea
         that Metis people wore back in those days that you can 
         remember?  
          
         Walter:   We
          
         Victoria: Were they the short ones? 
          
         Walter:   The short ones with the tie
          
         Victoria: And how about your mother, did she dress like the
         Me
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, in those days 
          
         Victoria: How was that, can you remember the ty
          
         Walter:   Well, it was a skirt, like, with lots of beads, and a 

ouse, like, on top of it.  They wore pretty long dresses in          bl
         those days.  
          

she do any beadwork of any kind?          Victoria: Did 
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, she used to make a lot of our

 those days.           in
          
         Victoria: Did she
          
         Walter:   Yeah, she used to tan hides. 
          
         Victoria: Did you ever watch? 
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, I used to wa
          
         Victoria: Do you know how to do it now



          
         Walter:   No.  (laughs)  Well I was pretty young when I used to 

e her and watch (inaudible) when we were young. 

 is they 
ed to watch but they weren't allowed to touch.  Was there any 

six brothers.  Only my dad 
at didn't play the fiddle and all the rest of my uncles 

was the only one that didn't play, eh? 

 dance? 

 jig 

bout you, did you learn how to step dance?  

ing the fiddle? 

s though he played the 

Do you remember if they sang any Metis songs back 
t, even about Metis history, or even some of them 

er 
ery New Year there they celebrate they used to sing a lot of 

 Do you remember what any of them were about?  If you 
n remember, you know, some of the things that they sang 

 Well, it was songs I guess that came from France 
stly that they sang. 

any meaning though?  Did they talk 
out, was the song words about what happened over there or... 

de their own self when they were freighting, when they were 

 suppose, while they 

         se
          
         Victoria: Yeah, what I got from a lot of other ones
         us
         fiddle players in your family?  
          
         Walter:   Well, there were about 
         th
         played fiddle.  
          
         Victoria: Oh, he 
          
         Walter:   He was the only one that didn't play. 
          
         Victoria: How about jigging, could everybody step
          
         Walter:   Oh, in those days everybody had his chance to go
         a little bit. 
          
         Victoria: How a
          
         Walter:   No I didn't. 
          
         Victoria: How about play
          
         Walter:   No I didn't.  One of my brother

ddle.           fi
          
         Victoria: 

en abou         th
         singing Cree songs? 
          

idn't sing any Cree songs but I rememb         Walter:   Well they d
         ev
         songs, but I don't remember...  That was in French, songs, 
         though.  
          
          

ctoria:         Vi
         ca
         about?  
          
         Walter:  
         mo
          
         Victoria: Did they have 
         ab
          
         Walter:   Well, lots of songs they were made, some of them they 
         ma
         working for the Hudson Bay Company.  
          
         Victoria: So, what happened to them, I

rked.           wo
          



         Walter:   Yeah, when they were freighting there on the river 

s.  

t of like a history coming down.  

t.  It all Metis there in Fish 
eek to start with. 

hem marry into the white people, or did 
ey mostly stay with Metis people? 

stly intermarried.   

d.   

things, the type of things 
at she used? 

lot of them I still remember.  I know a good 
dicine for piles, that's one thing I...  (laughs). 

ctoria: And I know they used to, you know, go and dig 
fferent roots and that.  Did she do that and make her own 

?  

y real serious 
lnesses?  You know, there was... a lot of people remember 

t 

l, in those days there was a lot of tuberculosis 

Did you know of anyone around Fish Creek that had 
sis?  

there was a few that had that.  

ine? 

         there.  
          

 Yeah, that would be then the traditional Metis song         Victoria:
         See I think what it was that they would make up songs about the 
         things that would happen to them during their travels. 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, I suppose. 
          
         Victoria: Well, this was sor
         Was there any non-native people, were there any white people 
         that lived in your community? 
          
         Walter:   Well, not at the star
         Cr
          
         Victoria: Did any of t
         th
          
         Walter:   Well, in those days they mo
          
         Victoria: Do you know if anyone in your family believed or 
         practised Indian medicine? 
          
         Walter:   Well, my mother di
          
         Victoria: And do you remember the 
         th
          
         Walter:   Oh, a 
         me
          
          
         Vi
         di
         type of medicine? 
          

I used to help her pick all them herbs.           Walter:   Oh yeah, 
          
         Victoria: You remember some of them and know how to make them
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, I remember some of them.  
          
         Victoria: Do you remember if there was ever an
         il
         typhoid and tuberculosis.  Was there an epidemic like that tha
         was around? 
          
         Walter:   Wel

ound.           ar
          
         Victoria: 

berculo         tu
          
         Walter:   Well, 
          
         Victoria: Were they treated with the Indian medic



          
         Walter:   I guess so, yeah, they were treated but I don't know 

 it done anything. 

ondering is if... the sanitorium must 
ve been in Prince Albert at the time, I was just wondering if 

, well, at the end there they used to go to 

u ever hear of a sweat lodge? 

on't know what a sweat lodge is at all? 

u still use some of the Indan medicine that your 
m used? 

ell, for piles there I still remember.  I guess when 
e peoples want to try it I give them some.  And it usually 

id you're still following the traditions 
then, eh? 

ere going to school and that, and growing 
 did your family get along with the white people, you know, 

 they 

 Not at school. 

 community was it very bad or did 
ey, were they all gettng along fine? 

ears ago the school 
ll be Ukrainian people and they were... we used to get along 

ou know if there was, of any time that there was 
w, a Metis person and white person that had the 

         if
          
         Victoria: What I was w
         ha
         they tried to treat them themselves or if they were sent to 
         Prince Albert.  
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah
         Prince Albert. 
          
         Victoria: Did yo
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: You d
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: Do yo
         mo
          
         Walter:   W
         th
         cures them too.   
          
         Victoria: So you sa

om your parents          fr
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: When you w
         up
         in the communities not necessarily right where you were living 
         but in the surrounding areas?  
          

t along pretty good.          Walter:   Oh yeah, we used to ge
          
         Victoria: So were you ever discriminated against?  Did

er...          ev
          
         Walter:  
          
         Victoria: How about in the
         th
          
         Walter:   They get along pretty good.  Y
         wi
         very nice.   
          
         Victoria: Do y

er, you kno         ev
         same job but the Metis person got paid less?  
          
         Walter:   No, I don't remember that.  
          



         Victoria: Were you ever denied a job because you were Metis, 
e 

 was never refused a job.  

en you go into town 

sn't bother me at all. 

 if you have had 
u 

  No, it doesn't bother me.  

ctoria: Have you ever had any problems or, you know, when you 
re dealing with government agencies maybe sometimes?  I know 

 been able to work out everything.  

ted to do.  

 the community tried to get Metis people to move away?  

ver heard of, eh? 

our parents attend, like, church regularly when 
u were growing up?  Was there a church close around? 

ed to 
me to church in Batoche here.  There was no church and just 

h Creek we used to 
 Batoche we used to 

         and all the time, like, that you were growing up and that wer
         you ever...  
          
         Walter:   No I
          
         Victoria: So it doesn't bother you then wh
         or into, you know, places that white people own, it doesn't 
         bother you at all? 
          
         Walter:   No, it doe
          
         Victoria: And how about the police or judges
         occasion to talk with them or anything, it hasn't bothered yo
         a bit? 
          
         Walter: 
          
          
         Vi
         we
         you've been quite active in your Metis Society locals here and 
         probably have had to deal with, you know, people who were on 
         welfare or the police or anything, have you ever had any bad 
         problems with them? 
          
         Walter:   No.  
          
         Victoria: You've
          
         Walter:   We seemed to work out everything that I wan
          
         Victoria: Did you ever run into any problems where the people 
         in
          
         Walter:   Well, I don't think so.  
          
         Victoria: Not anything that you've e
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: Did y
         yo
          
         Walter:   Well, when we used to live in Fish Creek we us
         co
         later on they built one in Fish Creek there.  They attended 
         church regularly.   
          

 you have to travel?          Victoria: How far did
          
         Walter:   Well, when we used to live in Fis

avel only a mile, but from Fish Creek to         tr
         travel six miles. 
          

olks attended church regularly then?          Victoria: So your f
          



         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Did the priest ever visit the homes? 

 the priest 
etty often.  

id they talk about, do you remember? 

ctoria: Did you always, were you always going to church?  
o? 

lways did, eh?  Do you think 
at the church had more influence over the people, like, back 

 

like to you?  Why do you 
ink they had more influence back then than they do, you know, 

 Well, I don't know.  I guess on buffalo days, from 
o when they used to go buffalo hunting, they usually 

t 
ey probably had more respect back then for the church than 

they had a lot more. 

ou know, has helped 
tis people when they've had problems, you know, like when 

 belive so, yeah. 

 to school do you remember 
at kind of things you were taught when you were going? 

ngs. 

because a lot of the people 
o went -- I guess it depended on what area you were in -- a 

          
         Walter:   Oh yeah.  We used to have a visit from
         pr
          
         Victoria: What d
          
         Walter:   No, I don't remember.  
          
          
         Vi
         Like,  you never weakened from going to church?  You still g
          
         Walter:   No still...           
          
         Victoria: Still as often as you a
         th
         in that time than it does now? 
          
         Walter:   Well I think so, yeah.
          
         Victoria: How... what did it seem 
         th
         today?  
          
         Walter:  

ars ag         ye
         had a priest along with them.  That's how they... 
          

ing is tha         Victoria: Do you think that then... what you're say
         th
         what they do now? 
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, 
          
         Victoria: Do you think that the church, y
         Me
         they had hard times and that?  Do you think that the church 
         helped them? 
          
         Walter:   Oh I
          
         Victoria: And when you were going
         wh
          
         Walter:   Well it was reading, and arithmetic, and... 
          
         Victoria: The usual things? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, the usual thi
          
         Victoria: The reason I ask that is 
         wh
         lot of them were just taught basic things without being taught 
         reading or writing and this type of stuff, just more or less 



         experience.  What were your schools like?  Were they more than 
         one room or just a one-room type of a building? 
                   
         Walter:   Yeah, it is just a one-room type. 
          
         Victoria: And was it a teacher or a nun that taught? 

 talk Cree in school? 

, we didn't 
e that language very much after that. 

nts that used... 

ble at school? 

u think you enjoyed about school the most?  
s there anything special that you enjoyed more than the 

 Well, (inaudible) our captain spoke to certain young 
ds, and we were glad to learn how to read and write. 

o go? 

you to attend school? 

ember if they taught you anything about 
tis or Indian history at all back in them days? 

at you attended with white 

 we were a mixed school. 

ine. 

party your parents 

ll, I thought they always voted Liberal. 

Do you 

          
         Walter:   It was a teacher. 
          
         Victoria: Were you allowed to
          
         Walter:   No.  Well, we didn't.  Us young generation
         us
          
         Victoria: So it would be mostly your pare
          
         Walter:   Most parents, yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Did you feel comforta
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: What do yo
         Wa
         others? 
          
         Walter:  
         ki
          
         Victoria: So all in all you enjoyed school, you wanted t
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, I liked school. 
          
         Victoria: Did you parents encourage 
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Do you rem
         Me
          
         Walter:   No, not too much.   
          
         Victoria: Did I hear you say th

udents too?          st
          
         Walter:   Yeah,
          
         Victoria: And you got along fine? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, we got along just f
          
         Victoria: Do you remember what political 

ted for?          vo
          
         Walter:   We
          
         Victoria: I found that most of the Metis people did.  



         know if they were involved in party politics at all? 

u know if there was any special thing that 
fluenced them to vote the way they did? 

on account it was a 
ligious party, like.  

g then that the church was involved in 
e politics? 

 the church was involved, yeah. 

e involved? 

iest...?  I know you were probably quite 
ung then, but the priest would have been involved too in the 

obably yeah. 

ever visit your home like, when you 
re young? 

ember what they talked about, eh? 

ou know, 
en as what they do now when they come to the house. 

y. 

tive 
d Liberal in the red and blue pencil to mark the one that 

... 

e Liberal had the 
d and you make a cross on your ballot.  

nt around talking 
litics they told them we're the blue pencil so... 

that Metis people, you 
ow, in the old days -- I wonder if you would remember -- when 

          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: Do yo
         in
          
         Walter:   Well, I think they voted Liberal 
         re
          
         Victoria: So you're sayin
         th
          
         Walter:   Yeah,
          
         Victoria: In what way?  I mean, how would they b
          
         Walter:   Well, I... 
          
         Victoria: Would the pr
         yo
         politics?  
          
         Walter:   Pr
          
         Victoria: Did politicians 
         we
          

uess so.          Walter:   I g
          
         Victoria: You don't rem
          
         Walter:   I don't remember what they talked about. 
          
         Victoria: I was just wondering if it was the same, y
         th
          
         Walter:   I suppose probably it was the same thing. 
          
         Victoria: Probably persuading people to vote their wa
          
         Walter:   In those days, well, they used to have Conserva
         an
         didn't know how to write their name. 
          
         Victoria: Oh, that's how they told how
          
         Walter:   Conservative had the blue, and th
         re
          
         Victoria: I suppose that's how when they we
         po
          
         Walter:   Well, which pencil to use. 
          
         Victoria: (laughs)  What do you think 
         kn



         they talked of politics what did they think about it?  Did they 

   I believe so. 

were fairly well educated in politics, 
?  

:   Well my father, they had went to school in Winnipeg 
er there, in Manitoba.   

 bit about politics and that, eh? 

 older people hadn't had the chance to go 

niface, Manitoba. 

e same way. 

ns down.  Do you ever take an active role in party politics?  

 that you know of, do they 
t really heavily involved in politics? 

volved in politics. 

ctoria: Do you think that Metis people usually see one party 
 the one who really speaks up for the Metis people?  I mean, 

 Like, what political party that the Metis people voted 

y voted Liberal mostly, I guess.  No doubt 

         have a positive feeling about it or was it sort of negative?  
         Do you think their understanding was good of what politics 
         were? 
          
         Walter:
          
         Victoria: You think they 
         eh
          
         Walter
         ov
          
         Victoria: So he knew quite a
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah.  They all went to school, mostly French 
         though that school.  
          
         Victoria: A lot of the
         to school, you know.  I think maybe it was because of what area 
         they lived in when they were younger. 
          
         Walter:   Well they were born in St. Bo
          
         Victoria: Do you vote the way your parents did? 
          
         Walter:   Yes.  Sometimes I change, but mostly th
          
         Victoria: Yeah, I think it's mostly family tradition that it 
         ru
         Like, do you campaign for any certain party? 
          
         Walter:   No, I don't campaign.  
          
         Victoria: Does any of your friends
         ge
          

n, they get really          Walter:   Well, some of them, yeah, Housto
         in
          
          
         Vi
         as
         do you know of which political party... 
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ctoria:         Vi
         for because they really were concerned about the problems that 
         Metis people had? 
          
         Walter:   Well, the



         the Liberal had more influence on them.  

 

aying jobs that you had?  

 cents a day. 

re was that at? 

? 

ere I live now.  

jobs did you do?  Like, when you were 
rking on the farm there, what was your jobs?  What did you 

, we used to plow, and feed for the farmer.  And 
well, we used to go out threshing.  

 work for him 

  

 do? 

d, make a lot of 
rdwood for sale.  We used to sell it in the winter.  

cut.  

  

he 
sh, for 50 cents a cord.  

 in them days? 

od money and you 
uld buy quite a bit with 50 cents.  

          
         Victoria: That had more to offer? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, had more to offer. 
          
         Victoria: What was one of the first p
          
         Walter:   Well, first paying job was working for a farmer for 
         50
          
         Victoria: And whe
          
         Walter:   Right on the farm. 
          
         Victoria: Was it by Fish Creek
          
         Walter:   No, by Gabriel here, wh
          
         Victoria: And how old were you then? 
          
         Walter:   I was 14. 
          
         Victoria: What other 
         wo
         have to do?  
          
         Walter:   Well

 the fall,          in
          
         Victoria: Was it steady employment?  Like, did you

st in the spring and then again in the fall?           ju
          
         Walter:   Oh, just in the spring and in the fall.
          
         Victoria: So it was seasonal then, eh? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, that was seasonal.  
          
         Victoria: And what other jobs did you
          
         Walter:   Well, we used to cut a lot of woo
         co
          
         Victoria: And how much did you get paid for it?  
          
         Walter:   Well, we used to get 50 cents a cord to 
          
         Victoria: Did you you have to haul it for that price too?
          
         Walter:   No, we just left it in the bush, we'd pile it in t
         bu
          
         Victoria: Was that good money
          
         Walter:   Well in those days it was pretty go
         co



          
         Victoria: About how many cord could you have cut in one day? 

ood wood, and there was a lot of 
od wood in those days.  

as a lot of bush around then eh? 

 growing up?  

mill or... 

two 
nters working around Montreal Lake in the sawmill.  That's 

  

ctoria: That's how you first started, eh, with your farm 
re?  

t bought your farm? 

d at that time? 

 have any children then? 

ren do you have now all together? 

at home partly.  (laughs)  

 
rk for you, eh? 

it was, just seasonal. 

 unemployed?  Was it 
d or were you able to save enough during the time that you 

          
         Walter:   Oh we used to two, three cords a day. 
          
         Victoria: That's one person? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah.  That was in g
         go
          
         Victoria: I suppose there w
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, there was a lot of bush.  
          
         Victoria: And what other jobs did you do while
          
         Walter:   Well, it was mostly farming.   
          
         Victoria: You said you had worked in a saw
          
         Walter:   Yeah, well after I got married there I went 
         wi
         how I bought my first river lot here with the money I earned.
          
          
         Vi
         he
          

  That's how I first started.           Walter: 
          
         Victoria: How old were you when you firs
          
         Walter:   Twenty-three. 
          
         Victoria: You were marrie
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Did you
          
         Walter:   I had one.   
          
         Victoria: How many child
          
         Walter:   I've got six.  Two boys and four girls.   
          
         Victoria: They all left home? 
          
         Walter:   Well I still got one 
          
         Victoria: So for the longest time then it was just seasonal
         wo
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, 
          
         Victoria: And how was it like when you were
         ba



         worked to help tide over for when you didn't have work? 
          
         Walter:   Well, pretty well, yeah.  We had to save though

uldn't play with it, play with your money.  
.  You 

 people around 
ve?  What type of jobs? 

ostly the same thing as me.   

 

much, no.  

ctoria: What was it that you trapped?  

's about all that 

 trapping? 

 Every little bit used 
 help.  

ere you quite young when you were out trapping? 

the 

ver involved in the first Metis Society, it 
s called then The Saskatchewan Metis Society?  It would have 

eren't involved at that time, eh? 

u recall any of the older people around here 
lved, or did you know of anyone? 

at they have said 
out what it was like?  

hey were talking about land anyway.  

         co
          
         Victoria: What kind of work did the other Metis
         ha
          
         Walter:   Well, there was m
          
         Victoria: So it was sort of a seasonal work.  
          
         Walter:   Seasonal work, yeah, that was all. 
          
         Victoria: Did you ever do any trapping at all?
          
         Walter:   I done a little trapping but not very 
          
          
         Vi
          
         Walter:   Well, muskrats and weasels, that
         was... coyotes and foxes. 
          
         Victoria: Was it good money
          
         Walter:   In those days, yeah, it was. 
         to
          
         Victoria: W
          
         Walter:   Well, I was around 15 when I started to trap.  
          
         Victoria: So all in all it was... you were quite busy all 

ile you were growing up.          wh
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Were you e
         wa
         been during the '30s and '40s.  
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: You w
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: Do yo

at were invo         th
          
         Walter:   Well, they used to talk about it.  
          
         Victoria: Do you remember any of the things th
         ab
          
         Walter:   Not too much.  T



          
         Victoria: They were trying to get land for the Metis people?  
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Was there very many people in those days that got 

nd scrips around? 

y all the settlement, I guess, had scrips.  

ctoria: That's when they came from Manitoba here, like, they 
ttled with land scrips?  

scrips then; it wasn't homesteads? 

mber that 

 much was a scrip worth back then? 

 don't 
ys. 

 

t the same amount? 

I never 

she traded hers for a sewing machine, eh? 

 gotten scrip, eh? 

't remember any of the names like Joe 
Rocque, or Joe Ross, Tom Major? 

e McKenzie, Solomon Pritchard? 

t name.   

         la
          
         Walter:   Well, mostl
          
          
         Vi
         se
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: It was 
          
         Walter:   Yeah, it was scrips.  And my mother, I reme
         she sold her scrip for a sewing machine at that time.  
          
         Victoria: Is that right? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: And how
          
         Walter:   Well, it wasn't worth too much, I guess.  I

ow how much a sewing machine was worth in those da         kn
          
         Victoria: Well, how much land were they allowed for that?
          
         Walter:   It was 160 acres.  
          
         Victoria: The homestead, was i
          
         Walter:   Yeah.  I believe so.  I don't remember, 

quired.            in
          
         Victoria: So 
          
         Walter:   For a sewing machine, yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Most of the people around had
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: You don
         La
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: Or Jo
          
         Walter:   I remember some Rosses but not by tha
          
         Victoria: How would you say your life was?  How would you 



         describe your life? 

d a pretty happy life. 

ctoria: Do you think it was interesting? 

 satisfying? 

uppose you had to work hard too, eh? 

 time to 

back then was better than it is today 

I believe so.  

ome of the things that you think were 
tter then than they are today? 

joyment.  They used to gather 
d have dances, and violin playing, and singing.  The old 

r than your 
 easier? 

han 

 the things that have really mattered 
 the most important things that have 

ion a very important thing for you? 

at's one.  Education, that was, 
nted my kids to be educated as 

          
         Walter:   Well, we ha
          
          
         Vi
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah. 
          
         Victoria: And was it
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: And I s
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, we had to work hard.  We had lots of
         visit each other and... 
          
         Victoria: You think life 
         though?  
          
         Walter:   
          
         Victoria: Why?  What are s
         be
          
         Walter:   Well, we had a lot of en
         an
         people loved to enjoy themselves in those days.   
          
         Victoria: And do you think that your life was bette

ther's or your grandfather's?  Do you think it's         fa
          
         Walter:   Oh, I believe so.  I believe it was a lot easier t

 grandfather's life.            my
          
         Victoria: What are some of

 you?  What are some of         to
         happened to you during your lifetime? 
          
         Walter:   Well... 
          
         Victoria: Was relig
          
         Walter:   Oh yeah, religion was an important thing.  
          
         Victoria: How about education? 
          
         Walter:   Education, oh yeah, th

was really involved in.  I wa         I 
         much as they could learn.  
          

uld have gotten more education?          Victoria: Do you wish you co
          
         Walter:   Oh yes, I wish I had the chance what my kids had. 
          
         Victoria: You quit when you were quite young.  Was there a 



         reason that you had to quit that early? 

ey to make a living, 
had to help.  

the 
ving for the family eh? 

or the family.  

ople have any real 
oblems?  

ll... 

any special type of a problem that they 

  Well, mostly, most of the Metis around here now they 

 anything that could be 

d settlement from the 

und here for them if 

.  There is only the community 
erson, they... 

nd here would be 
ve?  

 

big decision probably for the 
e to some agreemant about land 

n a big city at all? 

and I 

ike to have lived in a big city? 

          
         Walter:   Well, I had to quit to earn mon

cause my father was handicapped so we          be
          
         Victoria: So it was up to you to get out and help make 
         li
          
         Walter:   Make the living f
          
         Victoria: In your area here, do the Metis pe
         pr
          
         Walter:   We
          
         Victoria: Is there 
         have?  
          
         Walter: 
         got no land.  That's one problem.  
          
         Victoria: Do you think that there is
         done to improve that, to help them? 
          
         Walter:   Well, if we could get a lan
         government that would be a great thing.   
          
         Victoria: If we did, is there open land aro

ey chose to settle here?          th
          
         Walter:   Well, not too much

stures, I guess, that a p         pa
          
         Victoria: Do you think that the people arou

lling to move to a different place to li         wi
          
         Walter:   Well, I hardly think so. 
          
         Victoria: Not at this time? 
          
         Walter:   Not at this time.  
          
         Victoria: That would be a very 

ople to make if they did com         pe
         settlement.  
          

, it would be.           Walter:   Yeah
          
          

ctoria: You've never lived i         Vi
          
         Walter:   No, I never.  I was born around this part 

ayed all my life.          st
          
         Victoria: Would you l
          
         Walter:   No, I'd rather stay on the farm. 



          
         Victoria: You're a farm boy, are you? 
          
         Walter:   Yeah. 
          
         Victoria: Do you think that life would have been different for 

u if you would have born a white person, or maybe a treaty 

I don't think so.  I'm proud of my nationality, of 

happy with what you are, eh. 

born all over again, start 
er, would you still want to be a man or would you sooner be a 

 Well I'd rather be a man I guess.  

ouldn't you like 
 do something different? 

.  That's a hard one. 

 you did 
here anything 

ink of that you...? 

u think that the future is going to be better 
r your children and your grandchildren? 

. 
at's a great help.  With no education you can't get nowhere.  

u think that native people are going to be better off, like, 

hope so. 

 will be the best place for them 
ough?   Do you think that they should move north, or maybe 

ff out in the country 

         yo
         Indian?  
          
         Walter:   
         being a Metis.  
          
         Victoria: You're 
          
         Walter:   I'm happy the way I am.  
          
         Victoria: If you had a chance to be 
         ov
         woman?  
          
         Walter:  
          
         Victoria: Why would you choose to be a man?  W
         to
          
         Walter:   Well, I don't know
          
         Victoria: Would you do anything different than what

ready if you could be born all over again?  Is t         al
         at all that you would have liked to have changed? 
          
         Walter:   Geez, I don't know.   
          
         Victoria: Nothing that you can th
          
         Walter:   No. 
          
         Victoria: Do yo
         fo
          

ing good education         Walter:   Well, I believe so.  They're gett
         Th
          
         Victoria: Do you think that in the future though that...  Do 
         yo
         away up in the far north, or maybe in the cities, or just out 
         in the country?  
          
         Walter:   Well, I 
          
         Victoria: Which do you think
         th
         just out in the country out of the city? 
          
         Walter:   Well, I guess they'd be better o

an hanging around in the city.           th
          



         Victoria: So you figure the city is a bad place? 

ty is not a 

 very much for the interview, Walter.  
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         Walter:   Oh yeah, I believe so.  I believe the ci

ace to raise a family.          pl
          
         Victoria: Okay.  Thank you
          
          
          
         (E
         (END OF TAPE) 


