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‘Green roof’ saves energy and 
promotes research at U of R

Dena McMartin, an environmental systems professor in the Faculty of  
Engineering, will lead a team of graduate and undergraduate students while they 
conduct research on the lab building’s green roof.
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Expanding the campus green 
space to the lab building’s second 
floor podium is more than a unique 
landscaping idea; it has applications 
for environmentalists and business 
people alike. 

A “green roof” is a layer of 
vegetation that is planted for the 
purpose of insulation and has long 
been touted for its ability to reduce 
heating and cooling loads, increase 
the lifespan of roofs, reduce storm 
water run-off and filter pollutants 
out of the air and rain water. 

If these claims can be substantiated 
there could be tremendous 
commercialization potential for 
green roofs across the province, says 
Dena McMartin, an environmental 
systems professor in the Faculty of 
Engineering.

While there are commercial green 
roofs available, none of them have 
been designed specifically for 
buildings in Saskatchewan. 

This is where McMartin and her 
team of graduate and undergraduate 
students come in.

Over the next few years they will 
be conducting research on both the 
lab building’s green roof as well as 
another green roof project they are 
initiating at the Strathdee Building in 
Regina’s Old Warehouse District. 

Not only will this give them the 
ability to compare green roofs on 
both new and older buildings, it 
will help beautify the city, says 
McMartin. 

“There is no such thing as a park 
north of Dewdney at the rail road 
tracks. So by putting these types of 
systems on buildings you provide an 
urban park where there was no space 
for one.”

According to McMartin green roof 
systems do not have to be difficult 
or expensive. She anticipates more 
people in Saskatchewan would 
start adopting the practice if simple, 
affordable methods were available. 

Currently there are two different 
ways that they can be designed. 
Intensive models generally involve a 
number of trees and flowers, while a 
low maintenance alternative consists 
of grasses and short shrubs.

In either case both have the benefit 
of making an otherwise grey space 
more aesthetically pleasing while 
offering improved environmental 

performance of buildings for energy 
and water conservation. 

To better understand how people 
interact with the technology 
McMartin is working with Campion 
College’s psychology department. 

“Few people fully understand what 
a green roof is,” says McMartin. “It 
is a strange concept to a lot of people 
and so we are trying to find out 

what people know and if they are 
drawn to the space. Also, if we make 
an outdoor space that is part of the 
building’s structure does that make it 
more valuable?”

Permanent pots for the University’s 
green roof have been constructed 
into the lab building’s second floor 
podium in anticipation for Spring 
2008.
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he first semester is so fun – new students 
come and they are nervous and excited. 

There’s a real buzz on 
campus,” says Mackenzie 
Webster, a recruiter with the 

U of R’s Student Recruitment 
team. 

Though she’s been 
volunteering as a U of R 
Ambassador since 2002, 
worked on two co-operative 
education terms in Student 
Recruitment and Marketing, 
and has now been a full-time 
employee for two years, 
Webster says the feeling is 
the same every fall. “I know 
our team helped recruit some 

of the new students. It’s really 

rewarding to know that we are facilitating their dreams.” 
Student Recruitment informs students about degree 

options at the U of R by travelling to high schools across 
western Canada and by opening campus to high school 
students, allowing them to tour campus and explore 
educational possibilities at the U of R, and to connect 
with other students from across the prairies.  

Some events are open to members of the public who 
may be interested in taking classes, says Webster. One 
such event is an evening open house on Tuesday, Oct. 
16. This event is followed by UR Connected! on Oct. 17, 
when the U of R will host 600 grade 12 students, their 
parents and high school counsellors. 

“This is the third annual UR Connected!” says Webster. 
She notes that this campus visit program has brought 
over 2000 prospective students, parents, and high school 
counsellors to campus in previous years.  “It’s the biggest 
campus event we host and it’s a lot of fun!” 

Thursday, September 27 – noon

Wednesday, September 26 – 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 26 – noon & 7 p.m.

Wednesday, September 26 – noon

Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy Armchair Discussion
“Curling, Moosetags and the Unicycle: The Story of the Ontario Citizens’ 

Assembly on Electoral Reform”
Speaker: Jonathan Rose

Window Room, Gallery Bldg. (College Ave. Campus)
Must register: sipp@uregina.ca or 585-5869

Wednesday, September 26 – 10:30 a.m.

 Saskatchewan Instructional Development & Research Unit seminar
“Homeless in Regina, Where to Go From Here: Examining Phase III of a 

Community Plan and Forging New Links Within the Community”
Speakers: Bruce Rice and Marc Spooner

Rm. 341, Education Bldg.            Info: 585-5142

Institut français lecture
“Valeurs canadiennes, une toile de fond pour un Canada plus inclusif”

Speaker: Marc Arnal 
Rm. 216, Institut français Rotunda            Info: 337-3226

N.B. This lecture will be presented in French.

Economics seminar
“Experiments in Consumer Cooperatives: Economic and Social Variables as 

Determinants of Demand”
Speaker: Morris Altman

Rm. 193, Education Bldg.            Info: 585-4485

Seniors’ Education Centre forum
“Living Wills”

Speaker: Bill Klassen
Rm. 106, Gallery Bldg. (College Ave. Campus)      Cost: $5         Info: 585-5816

Certificate in Hospitality, Tourism and Gaming Entertainment Management 
information night

Find out how this certificate offered by the Credit Studies Division of the 
Centre for Continuing Education and First Nations University of Canada can 

fit into your career and study plans!
North Central Community Centre (2931 5th Ave.)        Info: 790-5950 ext 3225

Thursday, September 27 – 7 p.m.

Heritage Lecture Series
“Cowboy Poetry of the Canadian West”

Speaker: Ken Mitchell
Darke Hall  (College Ave. Campus)             Info: 585-5870

Friday, September 28 – 3 p.m.

URQI Speaker’s Series
“Que(e)r(y)ing the Image of God”

Speaker: Carla Blakley
Rm. 193, Education Bldg.    Info: 585-5571

Thursday, September 27 – 7:30 p.m.

Luther College lecture
“Challenging ‘The God Delusion’: The Search For A Shared Ethics”

Speaker: Margaret Somerville
Education Auditorium, Education Bldg.             Info: 585-5217

Thursday, September 27 – 7:30 p.m.

Coffee House Controversies
“Anything boys can do girls can do better- or can they? Is there a biological basis for 

sex differences?”
Speaker: Laurie Sykes Tottenham

Chapters, Southland Mall (2295 Gordon Road)    Info: 585-4226

Thursday, September 27 – 7:30 p.m.

Anthropology lecture
“Animal Orgasm”

Speaker: Don Kulick 
Rm. 126, Classroom Bldg.    Info: 585-4226

Friday, September 28 – 1:30 p.m.
Business Administration seminar

“Causes and Consequences of Consumer Entitlement: 
Development of a Research Program”

Speaker: Lisa Watson
Rm. 558, Education Bldg.    Info: 585-4715

Mackenzie Webster

Saturday, September 29 – 9 a.m.

Mathematics Enrichment Camp
For students in Grades 7 through 12 who are interested in exploring the  

infinite frontier of Mathematics beyond the school curriculum.
Info and registration: 585-4136 or http://camp.math.uregina.ca/mathcamp

Wednesday, October 3 – 7:30 p.m.

Social Policy Research Unit lecture
“Deceit and Self-Deception with Special Reference to Warfare”

Speaker: Robert Trivers
Education Auditorium, Education Bldg.      Info: 585-4036

The second floor podium of the new Lab Building will be home to the U of R’s 
modern green roof. Permanent pots have been constructed in anticipation of 
planting trees and shrubs in spring 2008.


