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Artist explores richness of  
language diversity

Artist Loretta Paoli stands in front of her installation, Language Crossings:  
Campus Sunset, July 20, 2007.
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Artist Loretta Paoli has had a 
long love affair with international 
languages. 

“It’s more than a curiosity. It’s a 
passion,” says Paoli, a Masters of 
Fine Arts student in Interdisciplinary 
Studies (Visual Art and Linguistics) 
at the U of R and former English as a 
Second Language teacher. 

 “Through the experience of 
working with students of English I 
became intrigued by this translation 
between languages that I could see 
people negotiating while they were 
learning. I was interested in what 
they were experiencing.”

With the award she received from 
the Department of Visual Arts’ 
Student Public Art Competition she 
decided to explore this aspect further 
with a site-specific installation called 
Language Crossings: Campus Sunset, 
July 20, 2007. 

On that date she had two 
international students, Shine Zhao 
Yao, Kazuaki Chiku as well as 
Regina Akok, who immigrated to 
Canada 7 years ago, talk about the 
sunset they saw from the site of the 
installation located in the entrance to 
the South Residence Building from 
the Academic Green. 

“I chose the sunset because it is not 
something that is fixed to a single 
place,” says Paoli. “It’s something 
that happens all around the globe. So 
you can be thinking ‘I’m looking at 
the sunset tonight and my loved one 
in Japan will be looking at the sunset 
in fifteen hours.’”

When people enter the vestibule 
they will hear the recorded voices 
of the students describing what they 
saw and the feelings and memories it 
recalled for them. They do this both 
in English and in their first languages 
of Chinese, Arabic and Japanese.

“The differences between a person’s 

two languages are as interesting 
to me as the similarities,” says 
Paoli. “For example, I learned that 
the Chinese character for ‘blue 
colour’ includes an association to 
sea water, with dark blue and light 
blue distinguished in terms of deep 
or shallow water.  This association 
is absent from the English ‘blue’. 
The way that things don’t line up 
perfectly is what I’m really interested 
in, what that gap might mean, the 
space between that can be very rich.”

In addition to the students’ sunset 
descriptions, people might also hear 
students speaking French or the 
cacophony of English dialogue from 
the food court. These are ambient 
sounds Paoli recorded throughout 
out the U of R campus and 

incorporated into the background of 
the piece. 

She also included visual features 
such as a  photograph of the July 
20 sunset, linguistic diagrams, 
which are adapted cognitive frames, 
showing similarities and differences 
in participants’ comments, a 
mirrored vinyl strip around the 
inside of the vestibule and two 
overlapping Fresnel lenses with 
different focal lengths and degrees of 
magnification. 

Language Crossings will take 
a number of forms before it is 
dismantled in August 2008. The 
current version will remain until 
November 30.  In its place, Paoli 
will develop new content with 
participants, focusing on different 
features visible from that spot.
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eaching children to incorporate physical 
activity into their daily lives can help them 
become healthier adults in the future.

To support this, physical education 
programs need to be more inclusive and accommodate 
the majority of students, including those who are 
not athletes, says Nick Forsberg, the associate dean 
responsible for student services and undergraduate 
programs in the Faculty of Education.

Forsberg is a strong promoter of physical literacy, a 
holistic approach to physical education that encourages 
learning about nutrition, healthy eating and the 
benefits of an active, healthy lifestyle. 

His commitment to this ideal earned him the R. 
Tait McKenzie Award of Honour from the Canadian 
Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation 
and Dance (CAHPERD), the association’s highest 

honour. 
“I believe we are graduating 

a new generation of physical 
education teachers,” says 
Forsberg. “I know that 
there are passionate health 
and physical educators in 
schools doing great things 
in changing traditional 
programs, and they need 
support. We try to encourage 
that by providing these 
teachers with quality interns 
(fourth-year students) 

and pre-interns (third-year 

students), who are aspiring to be physical education 
teachers. 

“By acting as protégés to these mentors the student 
teachers help and assist in promoting physical literacy. 
In this way we can collectively cultivate and nurture 
change, and support physical educators who believe they 
can make a difference.”

A key component of the Faculty of Education’s, 
Health, Outdoor, Physical Education (HOPE) program is 
encouraging undergraduate students to be open to new 
ideas. 

By exposing them to different ways of thinking 
about physical education, students develop their own 
philosophy and ultimately their professional identity 
as a teacher of physical education.  It also leads to more 
options.

“It’s about providing choice for students to try different 
kinds of activities especially ones that are lifelong 
pursuits, ones that can be done on an individual basis 
or in small groups. The reality when we get older is that 
we don’t all play on teams, so how do people experience 
active, healthy lifestyles if they haven’t been exposed to 
those activities?”

HOPE graduates are also challenged to become aware 
of personal, social and cultural perspectives when 
teaching physical education.  

“Today’s teachers are faced with very different issues 
in schools as compared to several years ago,” explains 
Forsberg.  “Preparing future teachers to understand these 
issues is critically important when planning physical 
education and health education programs.”

Friday, October 12 – 3:30 p.m.

Sunday, October 14 – 3 p.m.

Thursday, October 11 – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 11 – 1:15 p.m.

Geology seminar
“Tectonic and Magmatic Precursors for Porphyry and Epithermal Deposits”

Speaker: Jeremy P. Ricahrds
Rm. 435, Classroom Bldg.    Info: 585-4147

Wednesday, October 10 – 9:30 a.m.

  Chemistry seminar
“High-Efficiency Gas-Liquid Contactors for CO2 Capture”

Speaker: Andy Aroonwilas
Rm. 408, Classroom Bldg.    Info: 585-4244

Coffee House Controversies
“One of the Greatest: Does this describe Prime Minister Brian Mulroney?”

Speaker: Raymond Blake
Chapters, Southland Mall (2295 Gordon Road)    Info: 585-4226

Musical tribute
A Musical tribute to John Griffiths, featuring outstanding musical  

guests and music faculty members.  

riffiths began his professional career in 1967 as tuba soloist in 
the RCMP band in Ottawa. He went on to become an internation-
ally acclaimed tuba artist, excelling equally as concert soloist, 
brass quintet member, symphony player, soloist with bands and 
orchestras, and recording artist, throughout Canada and the U.S. 

From 1982, he held the position of principal tuba in the Regina Symphony 
Orchestra. When not travelling and giving master classes and brass clin-
ics, or adjudicating at music festivals, he taught tuba, bass trombone and 
euphonium, first at Humber College in Toronto and for many decades for 
the University of Regina, for the University of Saskatchewan, as well as for 
Regina’s Conservatory of Performing Arts, of which he was director from 
1986 to 2001. 

Department of Music head Lynn Cavanagh wrote in her email to campus 
announcing the July 10 passing of faculty member John Griffiths: “His bril-
liance will be difficult, if not impossible, to replace… and his “musicianship 
and joie de vivre will be greatly missed by his colleagues.” 

Donations to the John Griffiths Memorial Scholarship will be gratefully 
accepted at the door.  
Host: Richard Raum

University Theatre, Riddell Centre Info: 585-5542

Philosophy and Classics & Political Science lecture
“Citizen Representatives: The BC Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform”

Speaker: Mark Warren
Rm. 420, Classroom Bldg.    Info: 585-4332

Friday, October 12 – 3:30 p.m.

OMAD lecture series
“Cohen’s Beautiful Losers and the Ethics of Total Vision”

Speaker: Medrie Purdham
Rm. 348, Administration-Humanities Bldg.    Info: 585-4310

October 16-17

UR Connected! 2007 Campus visit
Want to learn more about the U of R and what it has to offer?  Register to 

open UR world to the U of R!
Register: student.recruitment@uregina.ca  or 1-800-644-4756 or 585-4791

www.uregina.ca/newstudent/knowur/urconnected.shtml

Thursday, October 18 – 7:30 p.m.

Philosophy café
“Pagan vs. Christian Virtues”

Speaker: Shadia Drury
Cafe Orange - 2136A Robinson Street  Info: 585-4332

October 20

Fall 2007 Convocation
Conexus Arts Centre

www.uregina.ca/convocation Info:  585-4127

Sunday, October 21 – Noon & 7:30 p.m.
Institut français lecture

“Peut-on devenir fransaskois? Peut-on devenir acadiens? 
Réponses populaires”

Speaker: Nicole Gallant
Rm. 216, Institut français .    Info: 337-3226
N.B. the lectures will be presented in French

Nick Forsberg
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