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U of R recognizes alumni success

Ken Howland, recipient of the U of R’s Alumni Lifetime Achievement Award 
earned his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education degrees at the U of R. 
Greatly influenced by his campus experience, Howland went on to serve the city 
of Saskatoon as President of Saskatoon Crime Stoppers. Howland is shown here at 
his home. 
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In what has quickly become 
an annual tradition, the Alumni 
Crowning Achievement Awards will 
once again celebrate the remarkable 
contributions of University of Regina 
graduates. This year’s event, the 
third consecutive, will be held Oct. 
27. 

This year’s recipients include 
a young composer, a respected 
journalist, a volunteer whose 
tireless efforts have helped ensure 
the success of the U of R Cougars 
fundraising dinner, and a man whose 
work in the criminal justice system 
and volunteer activity has made his 
community a better place to live.

Among his many accomplishments, 
Ken Howland, this year’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner, is 
recognized for establishing the 
Saskatoon Crime Stoppers program 
in 1987. In partnership with his 
Rotary Club, Howland convinced 
the Saskatoon mayor and police chief 
that it was needed in the city, and 
then served as the program’s first 
president.

His commitment to the community, 
he says is built on lessons learned 
through his education at the U of R.

“My sociology and psychology 
classes confirmed my interest in 
people – what motivated them, 
how problem behavior could be 
addressed, and the importance of 
making life better for others,” says 
Howland.

The career of Outstanding Young 
Alumni Award winner Todd 
Bryanton was similarly influenced. 

Bryanton earned his BA in English 
in 2003 and has since established 
a career as a writer and musician. 
His most notable accomplishments 
include composing pieces for 
commercials, movies and television 
including The Englishman’s Boy 
mini-series and the comedy series 
Corner Gas.

“I remember being introduced 
to new classmates, new theories 
and new art,” says Bryanton. “I 
remember all the professors who 
went out of their way to make me 
feel at home. And finally I remember 

feeling inspired by the possibilities 
of the English language. I wrote 
my two published short stories on 
the third floor of the U of R’s Ad-
Hum building, tapping away on my 
laptop, feeling like I was in the centre 
of a creative matrix.”

Other recipients include Greg 
Fieger, who will receive the Dr. 
Robert and Norma Ferguson Award 
for Outstanding Service for his 
leadership and countless volunteer 
hours chairing the U of R Cougars 
fundraising dinner.

Fieger is the president of the 
Strategic Future Group and has 
found his U of R education to be 
invaluable in his professional life.

 “Whether your focus is on winning 
a game or on solving a problem, the 
U of R helped me see the importance 
of relationships in any situation,” 
says Fieger. “

Finally, journalist and federal 
public servant, Dale Eisler will 
receive the Distinguished Alumni 

Award for Professional Achievement. 
Eisler was recently named 

Canada’s consul general in Denver, 
Colorado and has held a posting 
as assistant secretary to cabinet for 
communication in the Privy Council 
Office, the federal government’s 
highest communications position.

“If I’m any example then alumni 
owe a great deal to their alma 
mater,” says Eisler, “Our university 
experience is crucial to shaping who 
we are and the society we seek to 
build collectively. We have not just 
a responsibility, but an obligation, to 
help ensure the institution remains 
viable and vital for generations to 
come.”

Opportunities for award recipients 
to engage with the campus 
community are currently being 
scheduled, as part of the Alumni 
Association’s outreach activities. 
Details of future events will be 
posted on the alumni website at 
www.uregina.ca/alumni/.
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For History professor Ken Leyton-Brown 
being knowledgeable about a particular 
subject is only half the battle. He says to be 
effective in the classroom professors need to 

examine how they teach. 
Through the University’s Center for Teaching 

and Learning (CTL), educators are being given that 
opportunity. Professors are now formally engaging in 
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL), a 
movement that views teaching as a scholarly activity 
rather than something separate from research.

By taking the time to understand what 
undergraduates need Leyton-Brown developed a range 
of interactive tools to help them learn.

“Almost all of our students are used to incorporating 
technology in their lives in 
ways that we certainly never 
did,” says Leyton-Brown. 
“They expect everything to 
be available digitally. And 
they like very much, most 
of them anyway, being able 
to manipulate things on a 
screen.”

This realization helped 
inspire one of his first 
projects, a series of digital 
maps that let students 
explore aspects of the ancient 

world that conventional maps 

ignore. With the click of a button students can make 
ancient trade routes appear, see political divisions and 
delve into cultural elements.

By incorporating games his students are able to engage 
with course material in new ways and reinforce what 
they are learning in class. 

His latest project is a history tree, an online interactive 
learning tool that received development funding from 
CTL’s Teaching and Learning Scholars program.

When students work on a tree they are presented with 
a multiple choice question. If they answer correctly they 
move to the next stage; if they get the question wrong 
they start back at the bottom of the tree.

“In order to get through it all they are going to have 
to know this thing pretty well,” says Leyton-Brown. “I 
think if they do the tree they would be able to prepare an 
essay on a larger topic.”

The trees are also designed to incorporate video and 
audio elements, accommodate for students’ varying skill 
levels and be used by professors for other subjects.

Researching better ways to teach is a primary part of 
being an educator, says Leyton-Brown.

“This is what the university is about, a belief in the idea 
of the university, not just this university but universities 
in general.

 “Everyone I work with cares very much about their 
teaching and they would like to be good teachers; 
however, it’s difficult sometimes to know how to do that. 
I’ve benefited greatly simply from asking (Teaching and 
Learning Centre staff) questions.”

Monday, October 29 – 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 30 – 4 p.m.

Saturday, October 27 – 4 p.m.

October 26-28

Nourishing Thoughts lecture series
“I thought Pocahontas was a Movie”

Speaker: James McNinch
Education Centre (425 Winnipeg St.)        Info: 585-5870

Wednesday, October 24 – Noon

Campion College 90th anniversary celebration
Celebration activities include a distinguished alumni award dinner, high 

school tea and tour and an open house.  
www.campioncollege.ca/index.  Info: 586-4242

Campion College reading
Speakers: Don McKay and Kathleen Wall

Student Commons, Campion College    Info: 359-1219

History colloquium
“Political History and Political Philosophy in Herodotus”

Speaker: Ann Ward
Rm. 322, Campion College     Info: 585-4212

Humanities Research Institute and Luther College Profiling Scholarship 
Series and book launch

“Cowboy Imperialism and Hollywood Film”
Speaker: Mark Cronlund Anderson

Rm. 100, Luther College   Info: 585-5144

Ken Leyton-Brown

NOT A MEMBER? NOT A PROBLEM.
Become a SIPP member before November 5, 2007 and attend this
event! A one-year Individual Membership ($45.00) includes full
member benefits and an invitation to Members’ Night. Membership
details and application forms are available on SIPP’s website. 

www.uregina.ca/s ipp

S I P P  M E M B E R S ’  N I G H T

Canada has numerous public policy
programs at universities and has
independent public policy think-tanks
and institutes.  How effective are these
public policy initiatives in the face of the
commanding resources that governments

have themselves?  What makes a public policy institute
successful?  Jack Mintz, former head of the C. D. Howe
Institute and future Palmer Chair of Policy Studies at
the University of Calgary, will provide his perspective
on whether public policy institutes will make much of a
difference to Canadian policy developments.

Do Institutes Make a Difference?

Canadian Public Policy

The  Sa ska t chewan  In s t i t u t e  o f  Pub l i c  Po l i c y  

Thursday, November 8, 2007 ~ 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

SIPP Window Room, 2nd Floor, Gallery Building, 

College Avenue Campus, University of Regina

Please RSVP by November 5th, 2007 to sipp@uregina.ca or (306) 585-5869

You are invited to attend SIPP’s annual Members’ Night event. SIPP Members will
be treated to a special presentation from guest speaker Dr. Jack Mintz entitled: 

Thursday, November 1 – 1:15 p.m.
Chemistry seminar

“Comparison of GC-MS Methods for Pesticide Analysis 
(EI vs. NCI & MS vs. MS/MS)”

Speaker: P. Hall
Rm. 408, Classroom Bldg.     Info: 585-4244

Friday, November 2 – 4 p.m.
Biology seminar

“Assessing the importance of competition in the assembly of plant communi-
ties using trait dispersion analysis”

Speaker: Brandon Schamp
Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg.     Info: 585-4136

F

Friday, October 26 – 3:30 p.m.
OMAD lecture series

Joan will read excerpts from her daughter, Emily’s, writing.
Speaker: Joan Givner

Language Institute Theatre, Institut Français       Info: 585-4310


