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Community engagement
will be at the heart of the
University’s strategic planning
process, a six-month initiative
that will provide the school
with a plan to guide its actions
over the next five years.

President Vianne Timmons
invited the campus community
to help her officially launch the
process during a president’s
forum January 13.

“We need you,” said
Timmons during the event.
“I need you to help identify
what your university will be in
the future. With your involve-
ment, we will develop a plan
that responds to the needs and
aspirations, the history and
values of this institution. It
will position the University
of Regina at the centre of the
new Saskatchewan that is
culturally, economically and

demographically coming into
being around us.”

To garner this input, a
team with representation from
the University’s various stake-

holder groups is being assem-
bled to facilitate consultations
on and off campus. Dean of
Arts, Thomas Chase will lead
this team together with

Associate Vice-President Brian
Christie and his staff in the
Office of Resource Planning.

The facilitation team will
hold stakeholder meetings

A new class designed by
Professor Michael Kozdron is
aimed at making mathematics
more accessible to students
outside the Faculty of Science.

Math 124: The Art and
Science of Secret Writing
looks at classical and modern
methods of message encryp-
tion, decryption and crypto-
analysis. As well, it delves into
the military and social history
of cryptology and the public
policy questions raised by its
increasing use online.

Kozdron designed the
course primarily for arts stu-
dents and says it satisfies the
core requirement in mathe-
matics or logic for an under-
graduate degree.

“You do want to convey
some mathematical knowledge
to the students,” says
Kozdron. “It’s to teach math
to some people who are typi-
cally terrified and have had
bad experiences in high school
and perhaps at university, just
to say it can be fun, it can be

interesting, it can be relevant.”
He hopes to make cen-

turies-old mathematical theo-
ries more accessible to
non-science students by
demonstrating how they are
used in our daily lives.

“It’s relevant for society at
large to be able to transmit
vast amounts of data securely,”
explains Kozdron. “We take
this for granted every time we
send an email, every time we
transmit our credit card num-
ber. We want some assurances
that that number is secure.
“We don’t want our credit
card number stolen. And so
cryptography is more than this
romantic idea of being a game
of spies and high espionage.
We are really talking about
common everyday transactions
needing to be encrypted.”

Aside from making the
course material interesting for
students, Kozdron also wants
to show them how ideas cre-
ated today can have untold
applications for the future.

President Vianne Timmons addresses the University community at the launch of the school’s
strategic planning process. The six-month initiative will rely heavily on community input.

Engagement cornerstone of strategic planning process

primarily through February,
March and April, and will have
a draft of the plan ready to be
presented to campus by mid-
summer. It’s hoped the plan
can be presented for approval
by Executive Council and the
University Senate in the fall,
followed by final approval by
the Board of Governors.

A strategic planning
process website has also been
launched to keep stakeholders
informed and to provide a
forum for their feedback.
The site can be found at
www.uregina.ca/home/strategic/

The website will be
updated with information
about dates and times of con-
sultative meetings as they are
booked by various units and
groups, notes about facilitation
team members, input from
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Michael Kozdron shows students how 300-year-old mathematical theories are applied today.

New course shows
math’s relevance

“Look at what we are
doing now. We are able to
transfer all this data with
modern technology based on
300-year-old math. Imagine
what can be accomplished 300
years from now by people who
are doing math just for the
sake of doing math?”

“Not all mathematical
research has to be driven by
modern, current applications.
The theory of computing was
developed by mathematicians
several decades before the first

microcomputer was ever built.
In theory, we knew how to
compute before engineers
knew how to build the
microchips.”

Kozdron sees long-term
benefits in helping students
become more comfortable
with mathematics. He antici-
pates that some of the stu-
dents he teaches today, for
example, will become the pol-
icy makers of tomorrow, the
people who may support new
research.

“When Pierre de Fermat
proved that there were infi-
nitely many primes, when he
did all of his math that we are
now using, he was working by
candlelight in the countryside
of France,” explains Kozdron.
“The whole idea of electric
light was still 200 years away.
So we can’t say all mathemat-
ics research funding should be
targeted to a specific project.
There has to be a continued
funding of knowledge-based
research in mathematics.”
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stakeholders and draft docu-
ments. It also features a video
message from President
Timmons.

Chase sees inclusivity and
openness as the keynotes of the
consultations.

“From these many hun-
dreds of voices − I’m sure not
all singing from the same
hymnal – the team will strive
to synthesize a vision for the
future of the University and
present that vision in the form
of a plan for discussion and
necessary modification.

“President Timmons has
indicated that her goal is to
have that plan ready for
approval in the fall by
Executive Council and the
University Senate, followed by
final approval by the Board of
Governors. It’s a very ambi-
tious timeline and we will
work hard, with your help

and your input, to achieve it.
To get that done, we need
your voice, we need your
vision for the future for this
university. So I invite you to
join with us in taking this
step into our collective future,
marking a new phase in the
history of the University of
Regina.”

Chancellor William Ready
also encouraged the University
community to participate.

“Everyone who wishes to
be heard will be heard,” said
Ready. “The result will be a
vision of the future of the
University of Regina that is
founded on the experience,
hopes and dreams of many,
many members of our
community.”

Alumni Association
president Charlene Banjac
echoed Ready’s desire to see
the University community get
involved.

“This is your University,”
said Banjac. “I’m part of its
legacy and the part that I’m
proud of is that I get to tell
people that my degrees come
from the University of Regina.
Tell us where you want to go.
Help us build that new
passage.”

University of Regina
Students’ Union president
Jessica Sinclair was encouraged
by the University’s commit-
ment to inclusivity and is
hopeful that the student body
will take advantage of the
opportunity.

“Some institutions are
hesitant to allow students to
participant in strategic plan-
ning processes,” said Sinclair.
“For this very reason, I’m
proud to say that this is not
the case at the U of R and it is
another testament to the open-
ness and efficacy of our admin-
istration, faculty and staff.”

Grand ideas do not come much grander than Charles
Darwin’s idea of evolution, Karl Marx’s theory of history,
or John Stuart Mill’s defence of liberty. By curious coinci-
dence, all three will celebrate their 150th anniversary in
2009.

Darwin’s Origin of Species, Marx’s “Preface” to A
Critique of Political Economy, and Mill’s On Liberty were all
published in 1859. So, this year we mark the sesquicente-
nary of a rare alignment of intellectual stars. (It also hap-
pens to be the bicentenary of Darwin’s birth.) This month
the Department of Political Science is holding a public
forum “Big Ideas @ 150,” an opportunity to celebrate
some of this big thinking and its relevance in our world.

Although 1859 was a vintage year for big books, it is
bettered by 1776. Apart from the American Declaration of
Independence, that year saw Adam Smith’s Wealth of
Nations, Edward Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, Tom Paine’s Common Sense, and Jeremy Bentham’s
Fragment on Government. Imagine a “Best Books of the
Year” roundup in the newspapers of the day!

At Marx’s funeral, Friedrich Engels eulogized: “Just as
Darwin discovered the law of evolution in organic nature,
so Marx discovered the law of evolution in human history.”
But Marx wrote of Mill with disdain: “On a level plain,
simple mounds look like hills; and the insipid flatness of
our present bourgeoisie is to be measured by the altitude of
its great intellects.”

None of the trio of well-whiskered Victorian gentle-
men was an academic. Mill avoided attending university
and yet he became what we would now call an executive in
a large multinational firm and then a Member of
Parliament. Darwin had been schooled for the professions
but his family’s wealth enabled him to be an independent
scientist. Marx held a doctorate though his life was that of
an impecunious freelance journalist and writer.

Their ideas from 1859 are still in many ways as radical,
as dangerous, and as exciting as when they first appeared.

Darwinian evolution remains anathema to religious
traditionalists. Yet, many others also find it hard to accept
that not just the human body but also the human mind –
our thoughts and emotions – may be a product of evolu-
tion. The notion that evolution applies also from the neck
upwards remains highly controversial. Marx’s “Preface”
contends that history consists of a long trajectory of
growth in humanity’s productive powers culminating in
future communism. Few find this credible any more. But it
challenges us to give a fuller and more satisfying account of
the overall shape of world history. Mill’s arguments for free
speech remain an inspiration in a world in which the
United Nations General Assembly and the UN Human
Rights Council have begun passing annual resolutions
urging all nations to criminalize “defamation of religion.”

To mark the sesquicentenary, the public forum “Big
Ideas @ 150” will be held on Wednesday, February 25, in
the Language Institute Room 215 from 1:30 to 3:30 pm.

Facilitation team members selected
Dean of Arts Thomas Chase will lead the University Strategic Planning facilitation team
together with Associate Vice-President Brian Christie and his staff in the Office of Resource
Planning. This team will facilitate consultations on and off campus with stakeholders.
The full list of names will be posted on the strategic planning process website:
www.uregina.ca/home/strategic/

Bruce Anderson Jo-Ann Episkenew
Chamber of Commerce Federated Colleges Representative

Charlene Banjac Jamie Mellor
UR Alumni Representative CUPE Representative

Kevin Bolen Ahmed al Sabaawi
Elected APT Representative URGSS Representative

Philip Charrier Jess Sinclair
Faculty Representative URSU Representative

Thomas Chase TBA
Chair Community Representative

Thomas Chase will lead the strategic planning process facilitation team.
Others on stage with him are Kevin Bolen, elected APT representative; Philip Charrier,
faculty representative; Jess Sinclair, URSU representative; Jo-Ann Episkenew, federated
colleges representative; Charlene Banjac, UR alumni representative; as well as President

Vianne Timmons and Chancellor William Ready.
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For people like computer
science graduate student Josh
Nixdorf, video games are more
than a pastime. His passion for
video games has led to a career
in software engineering with
Electronic Arts (EA), the world’s
leading interactive entertain-
ment software company.

“Since I was five years old,
I wanted to make video games
or be a palaeontologist or
make video games about
dinosaurs,” joked Nixdorf,
who works in EA Canada’s
sports games division in
Burnaby, BC.

While the University of
Regina doesn’t have a specific
set of courses to prepare stu-
dents for a career in the video
game industry, Nixdorf ’s U of
R education provided the vari-
ety he needed to get a good
grounding.

“The classes I took here
(as an undergraduate) gave me
a good skill set that really
helped get my job,” said
Nixdorf. “By doing a grad
degree, I had a chance to really
try a few things out with a
variety of grad classes, to nar-
row down and focus on some-

thing. That really helped direct
the opportunities I wanted to
take.”

Nixdorf adds that one
benefit of the U of R’s com-
puter science program is the
close working relationship that
develops between students and
faculty.

“It felt like the whole fac-
ulty was there to help me and
I’m not sure you would get
that same kind of thing at
another university.”

As an undergraduate,
Nixdorf developed an interest
in audio. This was influenced
in part by his mentor, com-
puter science professor David
Gerhard, who is now his mas-
ter’s thesis supervisor.

“(Gerhard is) really open-
minded, always positive. I’m
not sure I’ve ever heard him
say a negative thing. I don’t
know a lot of people who are
like that – really constructive.
I can’t praise him enough for
how constructive he was.
Everything was a good idea
and there were always ways to
expand on it.

“You can’t really be lazy.
He’s too energetic. . . . He is

always saying ‘We could do
this or we could do this’ and
you can only say ‘I don’t have
time’ or ‘no’ so many times. I
thought that was really instru-
mental in driving me.”

According to Gerhard,
what gives students an edge
in both their studies and
future job prospects is their
motivation.

“There is a standard
curriculum internationally
that everybody teaches to –
Waterloo, Regina,” explains
Gerhard. “If you get a degree
from a university that teaches
that curriculum, you are
going to know all the same
technical stuff. When you
walk into an interview, every-
body else who is interviewing
for that position has those
technical skills. What sets you
apart is your passion and your
commitment, and that is
something that a smaller uni-
versity like the University of
Regina can do because it’s
more agile. Here we are more
interested in the specific out-
comes of individual students
and I think that sets us
apart.”

Ann Verrall has always
been drawn to stories about
young people and has often
found herself working with
students to create new
projects.

Verrall is the newly-
appointed filmmaker-in-resi-
dence in the Department of
Media Production and Studies
(MPS).

This winter she will be
directing a new film crewed
by students in the Advanced
Film Production Project
course – Film 486AI.

The film’s script was
inspired by Saskatoon-based
writer, Alice Kuipers’ short
story, Location of the
Imagination, and is being
co-written by Verrall and
Sarah Abbott, MPS assistant
professor.

The half-hour film,
currently untitled, is about
a young woman who can’t
remember a violent incident
inflicted on her by her
boyfriend. Through interracial
relationships and a talking
circle, the story explores the
moment of choice people face
when an urge to commit

violence surfaces.
In addition to creating

films Verrall has developed
new educational programs
for emerging film and video
artists with the Atlantic
Filmmakers Co-operative
(AFCOOP) and the Centre
for Art Tapes (CFAT).

She is a graduate of the
Nova Scotia College of Art
and Design and her work has
appeared at film festivals in
North America, England and
Australia. Her films have also
been broadcast on CBC and
Movieola.ca. She finished her
first feature length film
Nonsense Revolution last year.

“I enjoy working with
people who are learning,”
says Verrall. “It’s an interesting
process for me to work with
people who are developing.
I think after doing the feature,
it’s nice to be able to work on
a shorter length piece because
it’s about the process of mak-
ing a creative work as opposed
to having to deal with the
industry, the marketing and
the distribution. That whole
machine doesn’t really come
into play in the same way

when you are working at the
learning level and I really
enjoy working at that level.”

Nonsense Revolution was
influenced by Verrall’s teenage
years. When she was 19 years
old, she was a passenger in a
car that hit and killed a pedes-
trian. In the film, a young
man is accidentally killed by
his friends and comes back as
an angel to help them deal
with his death; however he
finds that he is trapped in the
same physical state he was in
when he died. He has a per-
manent erection, an obstacle
that leads him to sabotage the
healing process with his
friends.

Much like that character,
Verrall has learned through
experience that adaptability
is a virtue.

“There was a day we were
supposed to shoot (Nonsense
Revolution) outside and it
rained so I had to redesign
the scene to shoot inside −
which totally changed it. How
do you take a scene that is
about traveling down a street
and having an accidental
meeting, to someone showing

Accomplished filmmaker to
guide winter production

(L to R) Computer Science professor David Gerhard stands
next to graduate student Josh Nixdorf, who was on campus
in January to share his experience in the video game

industry with students.

Filmmaker Ann Verrall will be on campus this winter to
create a half-hour film with students in the Advanced

Production Project course – Film 486AI.

up at your house and sitting
in the living room? In my
teaching, I can give students
this problem to solve − how
to find the heart of a scene
and place it in any location.”

Nonsense Revolution will
be screened at the Regina

Public Library Film Theatre
on April 2 and 3. On April 4,
Verrall will give a workshop at
the Saskatchewan Filmpool
Cooperative (SFP). For more
information about the work-
shop contact the SFP at
757-8818.

Passion propels student’s
career in video game industry
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Melissa Kehler is president of the Psychology Graduate Students Association and one of the
many people organizing Psychology Month activities on and off campus through February.

Psychology month connects people and ideas
The Psychology Graduate

Students Association (PGSA)
will raise awareness about the
role psychology plays in peo-
ple’s lives and their communi-
ties by holding a number of
events in February.

February was first recog-
nized as Psychology Month in
2005 by the Council of
Provincial Associations of
Psychologists and the Canadian
Psychological Association, as a
way to connect with people
and highlight the positive
contribution psychology makes
in society.

“The message that psy-
chologists are trying to com-
municate across Canada is that
psychology is something that is
for everyone,” explains Melissa
Kehler, a clinical psychology
doctoral student who is
president of the PGSA and
part of the PGSA’s Psychology
Month organizing committee.

“Psychology is not an ivory
tower pursuit. Psychologists
provide research, education,
training and psychological serv-
ices that make a difference in
people’s lives. But psychology
encompasses such a variety of
things that it’s difficult to say
that ‘this is psychology in a
nutshell.’ That’s part of what
Psychology Month is all about
– helping to promote the many

roles psychologists have in
Canadian communities.”

According to Kehler,
psychology extends far
beyond treating mental illness.
Psychology, for example, also
involves the study of how peo-
ple perceive and interact with
the world.

To show this aspect of
psychology, graduate students
in the Experimental and
Applied Program plan to hold
an event that allows the cam-
pus community to participate
in experiments that deal with
topics such as facial recogni-
tion, multi-tasking, visual
illusions and selective
attention.

The PGSA will also try
to engage the general public in
Psychology Month activities by
holding a number of events in
collaboration with community
organizations. On February
25, for example, members of
the PGSA will partner with
the Regina Community Clinic
to host a workshop about how
people can achieve healthy
relationships.

“Who couldn’t use help to
tweak their communication
skills or find some alternative
options for how you can argue
with your partner in a fair
way?” asks Kehler.

chology came in part from her
desire to make a contribution.

“For me, psychology is
more about assessment and
helping individuals who do
have difficulty, whether that is
a psychological disorder or
whether that is struggling
with relationships. I like the
combination and flexibility
that a clinical degree offers.
You have an opportunity to
do research, teaching and clin-
ical work, and I like the idea
of helping people.

“I hope that by attending
some of these events (people)
can get a little bit more knowl-
edge about what it is that psy-
chology entails, even if it is just
a small piece of it. It’s an
opportunity to learn a little bit
more about the different areas.”

For further information
on events held by the PGSA
during Psychology Month,
email Melissa Kehler at:
kehler2m@uregina.ca

To connect with students
at various levels of study, the
PGSA has scheduled a num-
ber of presentations. At the
high school level, speakers
will talk to students about the
various career opportunities a
background in psychology
can give them, while U of R
undergraduates will have an
opportunity to hear about
what they need to do in order
to pursue a graduate degree
in psychology.

Kehler’s own love of psy-

Heather Hadjistavropoulos, director of clinical training,
is helping to prepare the next generation of mental

health service providers.

Clinical psychology students in demand
nationwide: Hadjistavropoulos

Each year on the same day
in February, clinical psychol-
ogy students from across
North America wait by their
computer to see if they have
been matched with organiza-
tions for their pre-doctoral
residencies.

Students from the
University of Regina have con-
sistently found matches in the
first round of selections nearly
100 per cent of the time. The
success rate in North America
for students finding matches is
less than 80 per cent, says
Heather Hadjistavropoulos,
psychology professor and
director of clinical training.

During the 2008-09 place-
ments, U of R students had
residencies in places such as
Ottawa Hospital, the Royal
Ottawa Mental Health Centre
and Regina Qu’Appelle Health
Region.

Hadjistavropoulos attrib-
utes the high percentage of
U of R placements to the qual-
ity of students the clinical psy-
chology program produces.
The program, is fully accred-
ited by the Canadian

Psychological Association.
“I think that they are

very well prepared,” says
Hadjistavropoulos. “I think
that they are coming from a
strong program.”

The program, she adds,
offers up-to-date course work,
strong training in research and
critical thinking, mentorship,
good clinical placements before
students do their pre-doctoral
internships, a psychology train-
ing clinic that offers video-
taped supervision so students
can gain feedback and lots of
opportunities to work with the
community.

“It’s hard to do clinical
psychology and not be involved
in the community because
what you are focusing on is
helping people, whether that is
working with children or adults
who have depression, anxiety,
pain, cognitive, behavioural or
interpersonal difficulties.”

The students who enter
the highly competitive
program come from across
Canada, with only a third
originating from Saskatch-
ewan. According to

Hadjistavropoulos, many of
the graduates who originally
came from out of province
have stayed or plan to stay in
Saskatchewan.

“There is a shortage of
clinical psychologists in the
southern part of the province,”
says Hadjistavropoulos.
“I would like to emphasize
that we are bringing new stu-

dents to the province and these
are students who will stay in
the community and help out.
There is a shortage of mental
health services in Canada as a
whole and that’s true of
Saskatchewan as well. I think
we could use more people who
are focused on trying to help
people have a better quality
of life.”

Psychology
Month Events
Tuesday, February 24

Social Science
Questionnaire Development
for Beginners workshop

Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Location: TBA

Presented by:
Paulette Hunter, MA

Please send inquiries/RSVPs to:
hunter1p@uregina.ca.

Wednesday, February 25
How to Achieve Healthy
Relationships workshop

Time: 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Location:
Regina Community Clinic,
1106 Winnipeg Street

Presented by:
Melissa Kehler, MA
Atif Shujah, MA
Heather Eritz, BA Hons

Please contact Regina
Community Clinic to register
at: (306) 543-7880.

Thursday, February 26
Experiments in Cognitive
Psychology demonstrations

Time: 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Location:
Research and Innovation Centre
University of Regina

Presented by:
The Experimental and Applied
Psychology Graduate Program

Everyone is welcome to attend
this come-and-go event with
prizes and give-aways. Watch
the poster boards around
campus for more details.
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