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Why has the salary changed for the FGSR
Graduate Teaching Assistant position?
There is a new 4 year collective agreement
between CUPE (Canadian Union of Public
Employees) 2419 and the University of 
Regina, covering the period between January 
1st, 2005 to December 31st, 2008.  In 
previous agreements, there was a Research
Award component associated with the 
Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) position.
As a result of the new agreement, this award
component has been removed, leaving the
GTA as a position of employment only.  This
is what accounts for the drop in salary.

How much is my tuition?
At the university of Regina, tuition for
Master’s and Non-Degree students is based
on credit hours.  Most courses are 3 credit
hours, for which the fee is $499.98.  For PhD
students, tuition is set at $1000 per semester
plus full time student union and related fees,
but PhD students are eligible to register for
more than 6 credit hours.  International 
students on a student visa/study permit are 
to be registered each semester and pay an 
additional $100 per semester.

To view detailed information on tuition and 
related fees, visit the U of R website at 
http://www.uregina.ca/presoff/vpadmin/policy
manual/students/90200501.html.
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                                                     University of Regina student Dr. 
                                                              Jaime Williams, who celebrated the 
                                                             awarding of a Doctor of Philosophy in 
                                                          Clinical Psychology at the Fall 2008  
                                                          Convocation, has been awarded the  
                                                          President’s Distinguished Graduate  
                                                          Student  Award.  This award is presented  
                                                          to the student deemed to have achieved
                                                            an exceptional thesis, exhibition,
                                                          or performance, and corresponding
             defense, and who has given an overall
                                                                outstanding academic performance.
                                                          
Before commencing her PhD, Jaime obtained her Master of Arts in Clinical 
Psychology through the University of Regina.  She is described by her 
dissertation supervisor, Dr. Thomas Hadjistavropoulos, as a “highly intelligent 
and talented individual with strong writing skills.”  He further states that 
“this is someone who has the potential to make valuable contributions to 
psychology.”

Jaime’s dissertation centers on caregivers of seniors with dementia and in 
particular, the fear caregivers have about their care recipients falling.  
According to Jaime’s external examiner, it was noted that “falling is a 
major health issue for seniors with one in three seniors expected to sustain
a fall every year.”  It was further noted that “we know little about the 
combination of factors that influence falls and even less about caregivers’
attitudes and behaviour” related to falls, and that Jaime’s dissertation
contributed to new knowledge and research interest in this area. 

According to her supervisor, Jaime’s research ability is reflected not only
in her dissertation but also in the large number of publications and
presentations she has authored as a graduate student.  Jaime has co-authored 
9 peer-reviewed articles, all of which have been published or are in press. 
It is notable that four of these are as first author.  She also has 1 book
chapter, 11 published abstracts, and an additional 6 conference presentations.

Jaime’s efforts have been recognized through a number of national scholarships,
including the prestigious CIHR doctoral fellowship, an Alzheimer’s Society
of Canada doctoral fellowship, numerous FGSR awards, and a 2008 Canadian
Psychological Association Award of Academic Excellence, recognizing her
doctoral work (an honour she also received for her Master’s thesis). 

The Department of Psychology believes that Jaime is “one of the most
promising young scholars to graduate from our Clinical Psychology degree
program.”
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CONTACT:

Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research
North Residence 110.2
Telephone: 585-4161

Email: grad.studies@uregina.ca

   

U of R President Dr. Vianne 
Timmons and Dr. Jaime Williams
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Wendy Machmer, Wendy Roddy, and Katharine Gerry join the existing FGSR team:

Rod Kelln, Dean
Dongyan Blachford, Associate Dean
Lori Baiton, Executive Secretary to the Dean
Karen Wiome, Faculty Administrator
Marnie Jeworski, Graduate Student Services Officer, Thesis Defense 
Mandy Kiel, Graduate Student Services Officer, Admissions and Registration (Education, Engineering, Fine Arts, 
Kinesiology and Health Studies, Social Work, Aboriginal Social Work)
Mary Catherine Litalien, Graduate Student Services Officer, Admissions and Registration (Arts, Business 
Administration, Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School, Science)
Richard Spring, Student Assistant (Webmaster)

THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
AND RESEARCH WELCOMES THREE NEW 

STAFF MEMBERS

Katharine Gerry

Wendy Machmer joined the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research in September 
as the Manager of Graduate Scholarships and 
Awards.  Prior to coming to the U of R she 
was the provincial Executive Director for 
The Duke of Edinburgh's Award, a non-profit 
organization that provides a self-development 
Programme for young people aged 14 to 25.  
Wendy has been involved in many national 
and international projects including the 
development of policies and procedures, 
training guidelines and the national record 
book.  In 2008 she was named the National 
Employee of the Year.

The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research would like to welcome three new staff members to the team:

Katharine  Gerry  came to  the  
Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research in August as a Student 
Assistant and she will be publishing 
the GradVine newsletter.  She is a 
fourth year Honours undergraduate 
student majoring in psychology.  

Wendy Machmer

Wendy Roddy  joined the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research in early 
December after working in the private 
business sector for the last six years.  
She brings with her extensive experience 
in accounting, client services and office 
management.  She enjoys watching and 
participating in sports, specifically ringette 
which she plays, and she has also coached 
and managed ringette teams in Regina.  
Wendy will be a Graduate Student Services 
Officer.

Wendy Roddy

UPCOMING EVENTS

Graduate Students’ Association
Graduate Students Seminars

During the Fall/Winter terms, the Graduate Students' Association along with the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research will be offering a series of free seminars for graduate students.  All graduate students are strongly 
encouraged to attend.  Hope to see you there! 

Date/time: On selected Thursdays from 4:30-5:30pm. 
Location: For the Fall term the seminars will be held in CL 420.
Contact: GSA

  Topics:

   Title: Funding opportunities and applications
   Date: Thurs, January 22nd, 4:30-5:30pm
              Led by Wendy Machmer (FGSR)

   Title: "After Discovery, Then What?" Getting your innovation to the marketplace   
   Date: Thurs, Feb 5th, 4:30-5:30pm
              Led by Susan Gorges (CEO of SpringBoard West Innovations)

   Title: How to give a dynamic conference oral presentation
   Date: Thurs, Mar 5th, 4:30-5:30pm
              Led by Dr. Mark Brigham (Science)

INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
The GSA will be holding its 2nd Annual International Night on February 11th, 2009.  This event focuses on 
celebrating the cultural diversity within our campus population with great international food, music, and prizes.  
Hope to see you all there! 

 

TEACHING DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Teaching Development Days - January 12th - 15th, 2009
Teaching  Development  Days are  a  series of  workshops  for  Graduate  Teaching  Assistants  that focus  on  practical 
aspects of  teaching and  working with  students in  classrooms, seminars, and  labs.  Attendance is required  by  FGSR 
and  participants  must  attend  at  least  6  workshops  over  the  4 days in  order to  receive  their  certificate.  For more 
information, please contact Michelle at tdc@uregina.ca.

Citation in University Teaching
This program  is a flexible non-credit optional program  leading to a teaching  citation for  graduate students.  Elements 
include: acquiring  knowledge of  theory and  practice of  higher education, mentorship by an experienced instructor, a 
supervised  practicum,  and  preparation  of   a   teaching  dossier.  The  seminar  runs  January - April  each  year  and 
participants meet once a week.  Contact Michelle at tdc@uregina.ca for more information. 
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JOHNSON-SHOYAMA GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

Emily Gauthier has a BA Honours undergraduate degree with a joint 
specialty in Philosophy and Political Science from the University of Toronto. 

Emily discusses her decision to come to the University of Regina: “I chose 
to do my MPA at the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of  Public Policy 
because I was attracted to the qualities of a smaller  university; where 
students are treated as individuals and professors and staff are more 
available, creating a supportive learning  environment that allows students 
more time to take part in a  meaningful exchange of ideas.  I also chose 
the school because of the uniqueness that attending a provincial graduate 
school affords.  The  flexibility of having the support of both the University of 
Regina and  the University of Saskatchewan lets me know that this is a 
program that has the education of its students at heart and through  
cooperation and the sharing of resources, the Graduate School of  Public 
Policy is producing students that stand out to future employers.”

Emily Gauthier

Kim Blondeau earned a Bachelor of Commerce Degree from the University 
of Saskatchewan.  

Kim discusses her interest in the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of 
Public Policy:  “I was turned onto the program by a friend of mine.  He knew 
of my interest in law and helping the public, so he showed me another 
way of doing both without entering law school.  I was excited about the 
program being in its first years and having such success already.  The 
academic as well as public service experience of the faculty gave me 
confidence that the program would be top of the line and an asset on 
anyone's resume regardless if they wanted to work within the public sector or 
move in a more academic direction.”

The Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy Welcomes Three New MPA Students

Kim Blondeau

Michael Fotheringham holds a BA Honours degree in Political Studies from 
Bishop’s University, and he also minored in Business and Public Administration/  
Public Policy. 

Michael talks about why he chose the University of Regina to continue his 
studies:  "I chose the Johnson-Shoyama School of Public Policy because of the 
positive direction I believe the school is heading.  With both the Regina 
and Saskatoon campuses collaborating, it places the school among the top 
in the country.  Moving to Regina was also a draw for my family due to the 
relatively low cost of living, excellent public amenities and a great arts and 
culture scene."

Michael Fotheringham

University of Regina Graduate Students’ Association
Happy New Year from your GSA Executive!

We are looking forward to 2009 with great anticipation, having overcome several challenges as students, as an 
organization, and as a University in the past year.  Thanks to the tireless efforts of the GSA and FGSR teams we have 
achieved many of our goals from last year and maintained our previous successes.

We are very pleased to be preparing for the 4th Annual conference this April.  The conference is a public event and 
everyone is invited to view the posters and listen to the oral presentations.  Abstracts are due January 30, 2009 and we  
encourage everyone to participate.

Our feature keynote speaker will be Mr. Jay Ingram.  Mr. Ingram is one of Canada's best-known science popularizers.  
He is the co-host and producer of Daily Planet, television's first daily science show.  Mr. Ingram has written nine 
books, three of which have won Canadian Science Writers’ Awards.

During the poster presentation session we will have Dr. Jorge Cham presenting for our entertainment.  Dr. Cham is a 
well-known online comic creator.  His popular comic, Piled Higher & Deeper, recounts his experiences regarding the 
lives of stressed out academics, examines the source of their anxieties and explores the guilt, the myth, and the power 
of procrastination.  He conveys these experiences in a humorous way.  It will be a very beneficial talk to the student 
participants, giving them a chance to reflect their own experiences and discover new ways of facing these challenges. 

As we move through this year and beyond, we hope you will join us in building and sustaining a vibrant graduate 
student community at the University of Regina.  We look forward to seeing you at up-and-coming events and hearing 
from you throughout the New Year!  Stay current by visiting our website regularly!  

Your 2008-2009 GSA Executive,

Merlyn Richelhoff, President
Joseph Herbert, VP Academic and Conference Chair
Ahmed al Sabaawi, VP Communications
Jessica Corbeil, VP International Students
Cathy Mills, VP Secretary
Mike Cavers, VP Student Affairs & Webmaster

Merlyn Richelhoff

Mike Cavers

Current Executive for 2008/2009 (Meet your GSA) 
Merlyn Richelhoff
GSA President
Merlyn is completing his Master’s in Public Administration at the Johnson-Shoyama 
Graduate School of Public Policy at the U of R.  He completed an Honours degree in 
Sociology and Political Studies at the University of Saskatchewan.  In addition to GSA 
involvement Merlyn is active in a range of board and committee work at the University 
and in the community including debate club, the Carillon, Mensa, Senate appeals 
Committee, University Club, and Saskatchewan Heritage property Review Board. 
Merlyn is interested in politics, is entrepreneurial, and enjoys traveling, literature, the 
blues and playing guitar.  Merlyn also enjoys spending time with his nephews and 
helping out at his family’s farm when he has time.

Mike Cavers
VP Student Affairs & Webmaster
Mike was born and raised in Ontario along with a twin brother and two sisters.  He 
completed a Masters degree in Mathematics at the University of Waterloo and a 
Bachelors of Science at McMaster University.  He is currently a PhD student in the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics.  Mike’s current research interests are in 
Graph Theory and Linear Algebra.  He is pursuing the PhD program in Mathematics so 
that some day he may have a career in research and teaching.  Some of his continuing 
interests are computers, the internet, the mathematics of poker, and prestidigitation. 
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Joseph Herbert

Joseph Herbert
VP Academic and Conference Chair
Joseph Herbert is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Computer Science and is a 
recipient of the Dean’s Scholarship.  He completed his Master’s degree in Computer 
Science in March, 2006. He received a computer science undergraduate degree at 
Lakehead University in Ontario.  He is actively involved with research in rough sets, 
granular computing, self-organizing maps, machine learning, and game theory.  He has 
a passion for studying the cognitive functions of the human brain.  Outside the office, 
he enjoys spending time with his family, playing golf, and reading.  When finished his 
degree, he wishes to find a career in research.

Cathy Mills
VP Secretary
Cathy completed her Bachelor of Kinesiology Honours degree at the University of 
Regina and is currently pursuing a Master of Science in Kinesiology and Health Studies. 
Using her experience as a professional figure skating coach, she is researching youth 
sport, focusing on organizational culture within the figure skating environment.  In her 
spare time, Cathy enjoys learning new sports, traveling, photography, the outdoors, and 
being involved in various committees both on and off the university campus.

Jessica Corbeil
VP International Students
Jessica Corbeil received her undergraduate degree from the University of Calgary in 2007 
with a concentration in the field of International Development with a particular focus on 
Latin American social development.  An interest in International Development was piqued 
during an exchange to the Dominican Republic.  Her experience as an International Student 
presented her with her first real opportunity to participate in intercultural communication 
and it is an activity that has been a personal and academic interest since that time. 

At the University of Calgary, Jessica was a volunteer at the Centre for International 
Students and Study Abroad (CISSA).  For several days a week, she was responsible for 
being present at the Centre to help international students with questions they had on a 
variety of issues.  Questions varied from Visa issues to places to travel within the city and 
the province.  She was also responsible for organizing social events that could provide a 
bridge between international and Canadian cultures.  The activities planned sought to 
provide international students with a chance to explore social life in Canada while also 
providing Canadian students with the opportunity to interact with many different cultures.  

Ahmed al Sabaawi
VP Communications
Ahmed received his BA in Sociology at BerZeit University. He is currently in the 
Department of Sociology and Social Studies doing his Master’s degree.  His thesis is on 
Post-Modernity and Religion.  Ahmed has over 8 years of experience working with the 
media and film making in the US, Australia and the Mideast.  He was the co-director 
of a documentary “Fans of Manhattan,” where he discuss the life and the experience of 
the newcomer to New York and what is the dream and reality.  Since last June of 
2008, Ahmed has been the president of CUPE local 2419 at the University of Regina.

Jessica Corbeil

Ahmed al Sabaawi

Cathy Mills
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FACULTY & DEPARTMENT NEWS

KINESIOLOGY AND HEALTH STUDIES
Inaugural Issues of KHS CONNECTION Newsletter

The Faculty of Kinesiology and Health Studies has developed a 
new KHS CONNECTION newsletter, which is designed to 
showcase and celebrate the many accomplishments of 
students studying at the graduate level in the Faculty of KHS.  
Each semester, we hope to highlight some of the successes in 
the Faculty, and share useful information through this 
newsletter with our faculty members and students.

     Other KHS Updates

• Dr. Shanthi Johnson has been appointed 
as the Associate Dean (Graduate Studies & 
Research) as of July 2008.

• Eight new graduate students have joined 
the faculty of  Kinesiology and Health 
Studies in fall  2008 with an additional 
three  gerontology graduate  s tudents  
working with KHS faculty members as 
their supervisors.

ENGLISH
University of Regina English Department Successful at English Graduate Students’ Conference

On September 26th and 27th of 2008, the University of Saskatchewan hosted the fourth annual English 
graduate students’ conference Literary Eclectic IV.  The University of Saskatchewan, the University 
of Regina, the University of Calgary, and the University of Manitoba were all represented by conference 
participants.  The University of Regina English Department loomed especially large in that eleven of the 
twenty-nine papers presented were delivered by its students. 

Next year’s conference, entitled Literary Eclectic V, will be hosted by the University of Regina.

The new KHS CONNECTION newsletter

Recent Major Scholarship/Award Winners from 
Kinesiology and Health Studies

Kyra Kane (2008 - $5,500) Graduate Centennial Merit 
Scholarship
Erwin Karreman (2008 - $10,000) Canada Games 
Scholarship
Sheila Kelly (2008 - $10,000) Groome Family 
Fellowship in Health Research
Trevor Len (2008 - $17,500) Heart and Stroke 
Foundation Master’s Student Research Award
Katherine McLeod (2008 - $25,000) SGI Graduate 
Fellowship in Aging and Health
Cathy Mills (2008 - $17,500) SSHRC Scholarship
June Zimmer (2008-2011 - $70,000) CIHR - Doctoral 
Research Award

She is currently in her 2nd year of her Master’s in Justice Studies under the supervision of Dr. Annette Desmarais.  
Her undergraduate degree in International Development has led to a genuine interest in Social Justice with a 
particular focus on intercultural cooperation.  She is currently working on a thesis regarding the World Social 
Forum as an alternative approach to development.
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Evan McIntyre’s research interests are in the area of media studies, and 
more specifically how the electronic media environment in which we 
now live affects how people interact with one another and behave 
politically.  He has just completed his Master’s thesis, entitled ‘Vicious 
Strangers: Television, Ideology, and the Discourse of Fear’ in which he 
analyzed how crime is manifested in the public imagination through 
television and how it is then acted upon politically. 

Evan’s hobbies include competitive scrabble and he is a two-time 
western Canadian Scrabble champion.  He also enjoys playing and 
writing music and belongs to a band called Numbers Hate Letters.  He is 
currently working as a foreman at Evraz (formerly Ipsco) in the pipe 
division.  He is considering pursuing further graduate studies but is also 
trying his hand at freelance writing. 

The MA Program in Social and Political Thought Can Now Boast Its Very First Graduate
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT

Evan McIntyre

VISUAL ARTS
Two MFA Students Mounted Solo Graduate Exhibitions at the Mackenzie Art Gallery This Fall
Both were graduating students for Fall 2008. 

Laura Hargrave presented her solo MFA exhibition
“Feeling into Memory,” at the MacKenzie Art Gallery
from October 11th - 26th, 2008.  This exhibition centres 
on the theme of memory loss and empathy.  Based upon
memories of her father’s struggles to cope with his
diminishing cognitive abilities, her work traces a 
pathway between memory, imagination and embodiment.
She utilizes a restrictive method of drawing in order to 
parallel her father’s confusion.  Using her non-drawing hand, 
she turns away from the paper while drawing, tracing the 
contours of his form from memory.  Envisioning her father’s 
struggle, she often takes on the visualized pose herself, in order to 
‘feel the look’ of his distress.  Her exhibition consists of large 
contour drawings, a video of her empathetic drawing process 
and a daily drawing performance.
  

Hargrave’s
    Work

Laura Hargrave

Meneley’s Work

Barbara Meneley created an exhibition called “the idea behind,” which revolves
around the idea that a city may be planned as an ideal, as a two-dimensional plan,
but develops organically as citizens live within it, changing, affecting, altering and 
realtering the urban landscape.  The human choices made within the structure of the 
public sphere inevitably affect and inform its contours.  This installation employs 
sculpture, video, sound, and public collaboration to echo the selective, dialogic and 
participatory processes of civic evolution to shape an urban palimpsest in the gallery
space.  Barbara’s work was included within the MFA Graduating Exhibition from
November 22nd - December 7th, 2008.
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STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES

BIOLOGY

Miranda Milam-Dunbar, a doctoral student in biology at the 
University of Regina, won the Bat Conservation International Award
for the best student paper at the 38th Annual North American Symposium
on Bat Research.  The award comes with a cash prize of $500 US.

Miranda is supervised by Dr. R. Mark Brigham, professor and head
of the biology department.  Dr. Brigham said that the award was
“well deserved as Miranda did just an excellent job.”  He noted that
the other four students from his lab also did an excellent job presenting
as well.

Miranda Milam-Dunbar

Bianca Hatin

PSYCHOLOGY
MA Student is Awarded SGI Graduate Fellowship

Two students win Jillings Award for Excellence in 
Clinical Psychology

Murray Abrams

Christina Drost

PhD Student Receives Bat Conservation International Award

The Jillings Award for Excellence in Clinical Psychology is granted 
annually to graduate students in clinical psychology at the University 
of Regina who have demonstrated excellence during a four-month 
clinical internship.  This year’s winners are Murray Abrams and 
Christina Drost.

Murray Abrams is currently in his first year of the doctoral program 
in Clinical Psychology under the supervision of Dr. Gordon 
Asmundson in the Anxiety and Illness Behaviours Lab.  His doctoral 
research will consist of a randomized clinical trial of a new treatment 
for chronic musculoskeletal pain in a sample of individuals injured in 
workplace or motor-vehicle accidents and is supported by a CIHR 
Frederick Banting and Charles Best Canada Graduate Scholarship. 
After completing his PhD, Abrams plans to pursue a combination of 
clinical work and research, possibly in a rehabilitation setting.

Christina Drost recently completed her Master’s degree in Clinical 
Psychology.  Her research focus is in the area of body image, eating 
disorders, and alternative therapies such as yoga.  Her thesis was a 
qualitative study entitled: ‘“I love this body, what it can do for me”: 
Exploring pathways to a more positive relationship with the body 
through yoga.’  She plans to return to the University of Regina in the 
fall of 2009 to begin a PhD in Clinical Psychology.

Bianca Hatin, a second-year MA student in Experimental and Applied Psychology, 
is a recipient of the 2008 SGI Graduate Fellowship in Aging and Health, valued at 
$25,000 per year.  Her proposed research will examine the relationship between 
pseudoneglect and risk of collision in older adults.  She is co-supervised by Dr. Laurie 
Sykes Tottenham and Dr. Chris Oriet in the Department of Psychology.

HISTORY
Two Graduate Students Successful with Papers

Carl Anderson has co-authored a paper (with Dr. Greg Marchildon) titled “Robert Weir:
Forgotten Farmer - Minister in R.B. Bennett’s Depression-Era Cabinet.”  The paper is located in 
The Prairie Forum, Volume 33, Number 1 (Spring 2008), pages 65-98.

Aimee Belmore, a graduate student in history, presented a paper titled “National Public Opinion and the 
Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism” at the Association for Canadian Studies Annual 
Conference (Congrès annuel de l’Association d’études canadiennes) on October 26th, 2008.  The 
conference was titled “Canadian Dialogue: The State of Relations Between Canada’s Communities” 
(”Dialogue canadien: L’état des relations entre les communautés du Canada"). 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The Faculty of Business Administration celebrated International 
Education Week during the week of November 26, 2008.  As part of the 
celebration, students entered their international photos in a contest to 
win various prizes.  Winners were chosen based on the votes of those 
who visited the faculty during the week.

A photo taken by Mike Mamona and submitted by Paul McLellan 
won 2nd prize in the Potential Future Exchange Category.  Mike and 
Paul are students in the Executive MBA program.  This picture was 
taken in Ho Chi Min Vietnam during an EMBA International Study 
field trip in April 2008.  This little girl was doing her math homework 
on the sidewalk in front of a portable stand where Mother was selling 
postcards.  Mike had an opportunity to observe some of the little girl's 
completed work in her notebook and noticed that the penmanship and 
math were impeccable.  He took this picture to show his own 
daughters that other kids around the world make do with what they 
have, and they seem to do well.

    

MBA Student a 2nd Prize Winner in International Education Week Photo Contest

The 2nd Prize winner in each category will receive a $10 gift certificate from an “international” restaurant and a 
copy of the Unforgettable Places 2009 wall calendar.

The Faculty of Business Administration will be displaying the winning photos on their website for anyone who would 
like to view them.

Mamona’s Winning Photo
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