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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Mr. Wellier describes the signing of Treaty #8 in the Lesser 
         Slave Lake area.  Tells how he understood the promises. 
          
              The white people came in by scows on water not by air! 
          
              When they were going to sign the treaty, Indian people came 
         from all over Wabasca, Whitefish, and Calling Lake.  All over were to 
         be here in such a day to sign the treaties.  They were going to 
         deal with all the Indians at one place. 
          
              They all stayed around Grouard.  They were fed and given 
         everything. Then the meeting took place.  The white man made all 
         his promises; also the Metis took the scrip the same day.  The 
         Indian people stood in one place and the Metis in another.  They 
         were told "Which do you want to take?  You have a choice, the 
         treaty or scrip."  A lot of Indians took Metis and Metis took 
         treaty.   
          
              Then they promised the Indians land in exchange for land 
         and that land no one could sell. "In this land we give you if 
         there is something valuable you will have rights over it."  The 
         Metis were give free grant or rather homestead.  They were given 
         160 acres free land.  They were also given mineral rights. 
          
              "As long as the sun shines the government will help his 
         people like a mother to his child. 
          
              "Medicine and doctors, hospital, education this will all be 



         given to you.  In your reserve we will build you a school house. 
         Later you might want to teach your children so later on they 
         will live like the white man.  We will help you in farming, 
         white man will buy your grain for your income. 
          
              "Fishing and hunting, that will never be stopped to you 
         people 'cause of the agreement we made for your land.  Every 
         fall and spring you will be given nets and ammunition for your 
         livelihood but you will not be allowed to think because you are 
         our children." 
          
               We were going to be given machinery and farming equipment 
         to farm and when you are working on your farm you will be given 
         rations.  That I have seen every year yet.     
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