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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Mary Whiteford, a chief of the Horse Lakes reserve, describes 
         how her ancestors took treaty and how the treaty promises were 
         broken.            
          
         Mary:  My grandfather Francis Chaterlain was there when the 
         Indians received treaty payment for the first time.  It didn't 
         take place here, but south where the Blackfeet and Blood 
         Indians live.  That is where they started to have good 
         friendship, prior to that the Blackfoot and Blood were enemies 
         it was during this that the treaties were signed.  There were 
         many Frenchmen and other nationalities who were arriving.  It 
         was a foregone conclusion by the white men what the Indians 
         were going to get.  A good relationship developed; the Indians 
         were given other things in dishonesty.  When the time came to 
         sell, some didn't get paid.  They didn't understand what was 
         going on with the scrip as my grandfather related.  They 
         accepted by marking their X, also the people who were taking 
         scrip they didn't understand what was going on.  My grandfather 
         also related where a treaty woman accepted scrip her husband 
         was treaty, they separated as she was Metis. 
          
         Our grandfathers were suspicious of something at the time. 
         Their request was they should receive proper care and to be 
         looked after for 100 years. Through an interpreter they made an 
         agreement that as long as the sun shines, as long as the rivers 
         flow and the grass will turn green in the summer, white in 



         winter with snow and the trees remain green, what are called 
         spruce trees.  My grandfather stated, "that the agreement would 
         be in effect until they stopped the rivers stopped flowing.  
         The Indians would be looked after until the end of time.  The 
         animals and game were bestowed upon the Indians not the white 
         people.  These animals are the ones that walk on the ground, 
         birds that fly in the air, and the fish underwater. They were 
         for the livelihood of the Indian people."  Today the government 
         tries to sell these animals.  They just take the heads and 
         leave the meat to waste.  This is not right.  This was not part 
         of the agreement and should not be done even by the government.  
         The white man was given the knowledge to be able to make a 
         living by farming and raising animals.  Now that there are many 
         more white men than Indians they make the decisions themselves 
         in anything regarding Indians.  The way I see it is that they 
         are stepping all over us. This is all I have to relate to you 
         my friend.   
          
         Richard:  I'll ask you another thing, was your band 
         administered from Fort St. John before they transferred to High 
         Prairie? 
          
         Mary:  We were registered there, we were registered in both 
         provinces.  Joe Galibois and L'Heureux first worked at Slave 
         Lake then they went to Fort St. John working our affairs from 
         there.  Finally L'Heureux quit or maybe he died.  Galibois 
         still worked and he used to come to see us.  But I discovered 
         that he was so dishonest we fired him.  He quit and left but 
          
         now I understand that he is back there again.  We would like to 
         find out if he is there to attempt to find out how he handled 
         our affairs in the past. I think he was dishonest with us for a 
         large sum of our money. 
          
         Richard:  When did the final transfer of your affairs take 
         place from Fort St. John to High Prairie? 
          
         Mary:  It's less than 20 years ago when they transferred our 
         affairs to High Prairie, (Slave Lake Agency). 
          
         Richard:  You remember that, were you a chief already? 
          
         Mary:  Yes, I was chief before that time, I was chief before 
         Lereaux and the other man.  That is how I know these things.  I 
         can't write my own name I use my X mark for I never went to 
         school.  But they explained things to me when I asked them 
         through an interpreter.  His name was Charlie Anderson, he was 
         the interpreter here for a long time.  Charlie was  Metis.  He 
         should be at Slave Lake. 
          
         Richard:  Are you allowed to fish in the lake that extends into 
         B.C.?   
          
         Mary:  We never did fish over there.  I was never a fisherman.  
         I made my living by working at different places.  Thank you. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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