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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - The speaker tells of the difficulties he has encountered in 
         meeting with other Indians to discuss violations of Treaty #8.           
                                T.A.R.R. WORKSHOP 
          
         Richard Lightning, Field Researcher, Treaty 8 - oral report 
          
         Richard:  I think what I had in mind before, Gordon covered 
         most of it.  But in the areas of Treaty 8 I work with, I think 
         maybe the people are still lacking information, like Bob Young 
         was saying yesterday.  They are not really aware of what is 
         happening or what TARR is and what they are doing.  But we have 
         to take time out and explain to them what is happening and what 
         we are attempting to do.  Otherwise, unless the people become 
         involved or have a claim of some sort, for example Fort Chip or 
         Lubicon, the people are not concerned.  They don't care, so 
         what are you guys doing?  You know.  It appears as though I'm 
         working with a different type of people from Treaty 6 and 7.  
         They are mainly bush people.  Of course the work is different 
         from that of 6 and 7 where these people are working.   
          
         I had made a couple of notes here, from the interviews I think 
         we are getting consistent information regarding the treaties.  
         Of course, the Indians' point of view from other treaty areas 
         is that there were promises made to us, and they've been 
         broken, violated and that is it.  When are we going to settle 



         this thing?  It's been a long time now since the promises were 
         made.  When we speak of treaties I heard a new phrase at Jean 
         D'or, I think.  They say, "These treaties would last until the 
         ravens turn white."  This is the term they use.  I guess it 
         refers to the sun stopping as well.  The other areas and the 
         information I received is namely Fort Chip.  The violation of 
         rights which were promised to them is the hunting of the 
         buffalo.  They were able to roam and hunt buffalo prior to the 
         treaties or even shortly after the treaties until I think it 
         was 1921 when Wood Buffalo Park was formed.  And from that time 
         on the Indian has been restricted considerably, like the 
         present day where he cannot go and hunt the buffalo any more.  
         They're concerned about this -- that was their livelihood at 
         one time.  I believe some of the elders stated in the 
         interviews about this, in the areas of hunting and fishing they 
         notice that restrictions are being placed upon them as well.  
         Paying for a license and they can only fish for their own use 
         and also their dogs, things like this.  
          
         I think most recently on our trips we've discovered that lots 
         of traplines have been taken away from the Indians.  They ask 
         the question, "Why are they taken away from us and what is 
         being done about it?"  I've mentioned to Gordon previously, in 
         dealing with trapping specifically maybe we should every once 
         in a while interview the actual trapper.  He knows what is 
         going on, where the elder...  I'm not denying his information 
         but maybe he's not up with the times, when he is at home.  The 
          
         trapper could inform you better of what is happening out in the 
         field.  Maybe in the future we pick up an interview from the 
         trappers themselves, not many but maybe here and there.  
          
         The other area is Fort McKay.  I don't know, the people there 
         are very difficult to get together to try and meet with them.  
         I think we have to go in these again to see how one can 
         approach these people.  There again everyone is fully aware of 
         the treaty, that it's been violated.  They were hoping to try 
         and obtain some reserve land right there in the community, from 
         previous interviews.  But like I say we have to get at them 
         somehow to be able to talk with them.  We only end up talking 
         to the Chief when we go out there.  Now in dealing with the 
         people at Fort Chipewyan and Lubicon these are the people who 
         do not have reserves.  And lately I've been asking the 
         question, "How come you people are here in a specific area?  
         You mention that you had choice land over there.  Now you are 
         here, how come?"  Both of these areas are quite far apart but 
         they tell us they move there on account of their children 
         attending school.  In fact, Chip, they are bush people and they 
         have been living in the bush for many years.  That is when you 
         say, "How come you are here?"  The old man says, "Well, that is 
         where the mission was and where our children attended school."  
         Gradually one family would move in, and after a few years 
         they're all in for Chip.  So this is where they're at.  This 
         also applies to Lubicon Lake.  They had selected a reserve at 
         Prairie Lake and most recently the old man told us that they 
         all used to live at Prairie Lake.  The children were attending 
         school at Little Buffalo.  Gradually the families would move 



         and that is where they remained.  In fact the people at Lubicon 
         had requested that a school be built at Prairie Lake at one 
         time, but they were turned down.  They wanted the Catholic 
         missionaries at Little Buffalo.  In dealing with these 
         interviews, I thought maybe we're expecting too much from these 
         old people, to approach them and expect them to give us 
         knowledge of 70 or 80 years ago on a four or ten minute notice.  
         Maybe I feel, but I don't know in what way we can do this.  But 
         what we've been trying to do is phone ahead to an agency or 
         area and let them know that we would be coming out to work with 
         them.  Maybe this is one way that we would get more information 
         from them.  And also while I'm talking about interviews maybe 
         we should modify the questionnaire somewhat.  In the case of 
         Allen in Treaty 7 and me in Treaty 8, I can't really associate 
         the Treaty 8 people with mountains.  So maybe some basic 
         questions will have to be modified.  I don't suppose Allen asks 
         too many questions about trapping in the south, that is the 
         same thing. 
          
         Gordon:  I guess I forgot to mention to you the time I told 
         Louie, some of these questions you'll have to use your own 
         judgment.  I found that right away about the mountains, they 
         are not relevant to the people in the Treaty 8 area, although 
          
          
         the Treaty 8 area surrendered some of the mountains.  But that 
         particular question regarding mountains could be changed.  I 
         don't think... that if we went further west whether they had 
         any right to surrender the mountains.  Anyway, I thought I'd 
         mention it.  We could probably deal with it later. 
          
         Claire:  Did anything about that come up, what Gordon just 
         mentioned about?  You know, say you were asking questions about 
         mountains, how do they react? 
          
         Richard;  I haven't been using that question.  I don't know if 
         Louie has, he's been dealing more in that area with the 
         Smallboy group. 
          
         Claire:  I also wondered what the people in the treaty area 
         think about them surrendering the mountains because, you know, 
         if they sort of woke up at the last minute and realized that 
         they still have the mountains yet. 
          
         Richard:  I think that the impression I get from the people in 
         the Treaty 8 area, maybe not in the Slave Lake area but further 
         north, that they've been dealt with after all the treaties were 
         signed.  It was just a formality the commissioner was going 
         through, you know.  A couple days of chit chat and, "Sign 
         here."  The people in the area of Fort Chip, any place away 
         from that area as "the outside," that is the term they use.  
         When asked about if they had heard of stories about the 
         treaties signed on the prairies they say, "No, we never heard 
         anything about the outside."  They just arrived here and just 
         started talking about the treaties.  And also I mentioned to 
         Gordon earlier, the people in the north are very difficult to 
         get to.  I don't know why, but it takes a while before you can 



         communicate with them and understand them.  I might also 
         mention that I don't think the Indian is used to integration 
         [interrogation?].  You sit there and ask questions, they think 
         you're a nut.  It's the same thing as asking a white man, "How 
         come you've got a job.  How come you get up in the morning to 
         go to work?"  I guess by now they are getting used to it.  The 
         TARR people roaming around the different reserves asking 
         questions.  And up there I ask the question about promises, 
         what were they promised?  I make reference to the implements on 
         the prairies, agricultural-wise.  The same things have been 
         promised to them but they've never seen any of these things.  
         No implements for them to make an attempt to farm.  They are 
         getting tired of waiting for them now.   
          
         There is one old fellow -- I don't know if you've read all the 
         interviews -- anyway there was this old man who was at the 
         signing of the treaty in Fort Chip.  They dealt with Chipewyan 
          
         as well as Cree at the same time and I don't know if the elders 
         of years ago spoke too late.  But I guess an elder said, "When 
         the time comes you'll see a bird on the air made of metal.  It 
         will make noise and you'll also see something in the water 
         which will be moving fast.  Then you'll have money, coins, that 
         is the time you people will start running into trouble."  That 
         is what he foresaw for the future.  He also told them that he 
         would not see that day himself but he was referring to the 
         young children.  I don't know where he gets his philosophy to 
         say this.  Different Indians, different elders, use these 
         examples.  There is another guy at Frog Lake, he said, "The 
         white man will come here.  He'll use our timber to build a 
         house.  He'll work the soil to grow vegetables and he'll use 
         the grass to feed his cattle.  He'll take these things away 
         from you."  I think from there one can put together what they 
         had in mind.  Like Allen gave a few examples of what he's 
         picked up through interviews.  I think other than that maybe 
         Rick has something to say because I've travelled with him a 
         couple of places doing interviews.  He could give information 
         on what he thought or what he found out. 
          
         Gordon:  Maybe we should adjourn for the time being, and get 
         back after lunch. 
          
         (End of oral report)     
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