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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Terms of Treaty 10. 
         - Problems with alcohol. 
         - Need for Indian peoples to unite as an effective voice. 
          
         Louis:  My friend I will ask you the first treaty that was 
         signed.  When Indians were negotiated, the Queen's 
         representatives were sent to negotiate with the Indian people 
         about their land, what we called (Weetuskeewin) treaty. What is 
         your understanding and what you wish to see in the future for 
         the children benefits about these promises and where has the 
         government neglected those obligations. Would you tell me what 
         you know?  But first state your name and your age. 
          
         Jonas:  I'm Jonas Littlefear, from Canoe Lake, Saskatchewan.  
         I'm 67 years old. What you have asked my friend, I could not 
         tell you much as I don't know too much about these things.  
         Except through what I have heard from and about this treaty as 
         to what has happened and how it was written and how the 
         government had made the promises to Indian people.  When they 
         first came to negotiate in the name of the Queen with these 
         people here, he had come on behalf of the Queen's name to come 
         and make those obligations.  This official presented his or 
         their commitment to the people on many things and that those 
         things would always be the same and the treaty would never be 
         lost.  And we have known this and we have been told quite 
         often. As I've heard. It is true that we should never lose our 
         treaty rights. If you lose these rights among yourselves that's 



         different, they had said.  But that has been the case nobody 
         will ever lose their treaty rights.  That is to say from the 
         minds of people.  Whatever an Indian has lost has a lot to do 
         with the white man.  He had done wrong to the Indians.  He was 
         looking for ways how he could do this. That's all he cares 
         about. And he wasn't quiet.  Meaning the white man. He never 
         quits even when he has made strong commitments.  He would still 
         seek ways how to dig up faults and other means to bring to 
         light as to how to bribe and cheat the Indians. 
          
         He has greatly influenced and has done much harm to them, by 
         giving or showing him (an Indian) how we could lose our rights. 
         Like this thing that destroys and causes corruption among us, 
         which is alcohol; that's all over the country. The white man 
         has used this alcohol to disrupt the Indian way of life right 
         up to date.  This is why everything is turning against the 
         Indian people.  Many instances and a lot of Indian people don't 
         know the promises of the government.  A lot of times an Indian 
         breaks his own treaty rights when he's drunk because he doesn't 
         know what he's doing.  Often an Indian had sold the treaty 
         promises or what was promised to him, cause he's drinking.  
         When an Indian is influenced of liquor, he could or will sell 
         his rights to the white man.  This is where our problems rooted 
         from.  And the cause of our children's attitude.  They are the 
         ones that are going to create more problems in the future. They 
          
         are going to stir up more problems for us. They will mislead 
         us.  (It's the cause of liquor today.)  This is the teachings 
         of the white man and what they have learned from the paper (or 
         book). 
          
         And what I often wish as I have travelled all over the country 
         attending conferences such places as Saskatoon.  As a matter of 
         a fact I went there twice already.  I am involved similar work 
         as what you are doing.  I was involved with the elders to try 
         and bring to light that elders should be respected. How we were 
         once proudly raised by them. The discipline teaching.  To try 
         and keep this in mind and to remind our children, grandchildren 
         and others, the things that we were told not to do and how we 
         should live.  We received discipline.  An elder never used to 
         teach the respect 'cause it was there all the time. 
          
         I could remember where we used to live, my brother-in-law here 
         knows the place I'm talking about.  We used to stay separately 
         from the people here but used to stay with my brother-in-law 
         and the old folks. I have been staying with my brother-in-law 
         since I was young. He's married to my older sister.  They had 
         raised us here. My father was very old, he was about 100 years 
         old and mother got to 100 too.  They were pretty old people.  
         These were the people that had talked to us a lot and we are 
         still following their advices. We are considering ourselves as 
         old folks and trying to teach the young people of what we've 
         learned from our folks.  And this is what my own folks tried to 
         tell me. That never to lose my self-respect and my treaty 
         rights.  Not to disrespect my fellowman in any way with 
         whatever he may have.  My father was considered as a halfbreed 
         and all my uncles are Metis.  They took scrip - my father was 



         the only member that took treaty and settled on the reserve. 
         That is how come I've become a full treaty Indian.  All my 
         cousins and relatives are Metis.  But today I am not sorry what 
         my father had wanted me to be. That I am not sorry at all. I'm 
         glad to be here. And what they used to say about the matters in 
         regards treaty they were right.  The first signing of the 
         treaty I'd guess my father was there.  And this is what he used 
         to say, that as long as the sun exists, as long as the rivers 
         flow and as long as the grass grows, the Indian treaty promises 
         would last or exist. The sun that will exist, all these 
         promises will exist also. And whatever that is going to be 
         issued to you. The treaty money. This is what was promised to 
         all people when the treaty was made.  Still these recent years 
         this was the same concept that have been told to them.  And I 
         myself have heard and seen there has been treaty payments made 
         here. 
          
         Louis:  What was purchased from the Indian people, about this 
         land or did they had it on leased basis?  When they made treaty 
         what was your understanding on that concept?  What have you 
         heard from the old people? 
          
          
         Jonas:  Yes, when the land treaty was made it does seem like the 
         land was bought from us.  But the Metis people that are outside 
         of the reserve it seems the government had bought that land 
         supposedly.  But if they  (the government) never bought the 
         wild game and the trees, they didn't actually buy those.  And what 
         I have heard of how much he bought the land in depth - only one 
         foot deep in the ground was what they requested.  Below that 
         nothing was given.  It still all belongs to the Indian people 
         that were here before.  This is what I've been told. 
          
         Louis:  And about this hunting and trapping, was that to be 
         always the rights of the Indian people? 
          
         Jonas:  Yes, he would always have the rights.  No reason not to 
         be, as long as the sun goes and rivers flow.  That means he 
         would have the rights always. 
          
         Louis:  And the mountains, have they been mentioned if they 
         were surrendered? 
          
         Jonas:  That's one thing I have never heard in the part.  Never 
         heard of it. 
          
         Louis:  And how about the lakes, have you ever heard if 
         supposing where the land was granted, as where you are now?  
         Was the lake supposed to belong to the Indians?  Half or full 
         entitlement if the lake is situated on the reserve? 
          
         Jonas:  That I don't really know.  But what I often heard is 
         some say, oh maybe one half a mile the Indians owned.  I have 
         heard at the conference we attend at times in places, I heard 
         too wherever the water line comes to, that as far as the Indian 
         have rights, they had said this. There was one whiteman, a 
         fisherman who had leased some shore land not long ago.  His 



         name was Sam Lane, I guess he still alive.  That man didn't 
         want to pay for rent.  That water has come up quite 
         considerably.  There was a barren piece of land on the shore 
         where he had moved his shack because he didn't want to pay for 
         the land rent.  Say the chief had no right to make him pay 
         because land wasn't ours.  But the shack was flooded and up in 
         the water.  The chief couldn't do nothing.  So that's what I 
         know on that.  The information varied. Some say we owned the 
         lake and some say we don't own all of it.  Like this bay we 
         should own that. 
          
         Louis:  But you people fish anytime? 
          
         Joans:  We can any time. 
          
         Louis:  And your medical care, medicine, you never paid them? 
          
         Jonas:  No, never. We never pay for them. 
          
         Louis:  And the school was provided for you with no cost.  Do 
         you pay for it?  
          
         Jonas:  No.  (Someone said in the background the school is on 
         the reserve.) 
          
         Louis:  And we've mentioned minerals, you never surrendered 
         those?  You have those on the reserve? 
          
         Jonas:  Yes, we still own them and still have the right on that 
         all over. 
          
         Louis:  The Indians own them? 
          
         Jonas:  Yes, everything, like wild game. They weren't 
         surrendered. The government never bought those, only the soil.  
         One foot deep this is all he wanted.  Other than that nothing 
         was given up. 
          
         Louis:  What are your wishes for the children that are up and 
         coming?  Do you want them to hold on the treaty promises? 
          
         Jonas:  Yes, that's the reason why I'm involved with the 
         research.  I want to see my grandchildren to benefit from 
         these as long as they could, up to the end.  As long as the 
         world in existence.  I'd like to see these to last that long. 
          
         Louis:  Anything further you want to say? 
          
         Jonas:  Yes, my main concern is what we doing now, this 
         research we're doing.  You come all the way from across the line 
         to come here and I am very grateful that you have found me.  
         And we should continue and get together to unite and work on 
         this.  Perhaps we should propose a meeting here in Saskatchewan 
         or outside, in Alberta.  Get everybody together.  And come to 
         terms to try and compare our thoughts on these issues.  Get 
         people from Manitoba, here in Saskatchewan and you people in 
         Alberta to put our work together.  This is what I wish to see. 



          
         Louis:  We are coming to that.  To try and unite all the Indian 
         nations together across the land.  To fight for our rights, the 
         treaty promises.  The white people or the government had broken 
         a lot of those promises and to make him realize this and make 
         amends, to look at Indians differently.  Like this hunting, the 
         government had cut off the rights of the Indians.  This is why 
         we are gathering or collecting these interviews, to put them 
         together on the paper - and to interpret what the elderly 
          
         people want.  That is why we have come here to find out if you 
         could help us towards this research. 
          
         Jonas:  That is right. 
          
         Louis:  Is that all? 
          
         Jonas:  Yes, that's all.  I shake hands whoever heard me of 
         what I have said here. 
          
         Louis:  I thank you.  That is all. 
          
          
         (End of Interview)     
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