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         - General reminiscences.          
         Informant:  Pones        
          
         This morning we went to see Pones's offering pole called 
         manitohka-n.  It was situated on the side of a little hill 
         about three hundred yards west of the house.  It stood in a 
         clear space just outside the bush.  It was about four or five 
         feet high and the framework was very thickly covered with 
         offerings of various kinds.  On top were ten or twelve caps or 
         hats tightly fitted one over the other.  Hung on the arms were 
         sweaters, cloth, blouses, bags, pouches, a bow and some arrows, 
         two shotguns and various other articles.  At the foot of the 
         pole were cups, dishes, grates, and miscellaneous objects.  
         Unfortunately the picture I took did not come out. 
          
         First I offered some tobacco to the manitohka-n.  Pones told me 
         to think good things while I was giving it and to think of what 
         I wanted to come true.  I did and then he took the handful of 
         tobacco, tied it in a bit of cloth that was hanging on the pole 



         and said, "Manitohka-n, the white man comes to find you here.  
         He comes from a long, long way and sees you here and knows what 
         you are.  Save him and take him home safely.  You know him; now 

en I took out my handkerchief and tied it around the neck of 

r- 

and do 
 

 sat down a little way off and Pones said, "This is the very 

put it up in this way.  First I got a log and two sticks for 

e manitohka-n is only made very seldom for not every person 
s the power to make one.  This one does for the two reserves.  

ripped except for a tuft at the top.  Next best is a bow and 
 If 

ey 
e 

 

 

         let him know you and the same thing with all of us, my children 
         and grandchildren."   
          
         Th
         the pole.  Pones put his hand on the crosspiece and said, 
         "Manitohka-n, now he gives you something again.  A handerke
         chief to tie around your neck.  Give him something to be 
         satisfied with this summer so that he will thank the 
         manitohka-n.  It is very nice for a white man to come 
         this to you and it is the first time a white man has done it. 
         I want you to do right with him."  
          
         We
         first time a white man has asked about the Indian religion in 
         the proper way.  I am going to tell you everything you want to 
         know because God brought us here together today." 
          
         I 
         cross poles.  Near the top of the log I carved in two eyes and 
         a mouth.  Then I lashed the two cross sticks on -- one at the 
         front and one at the back.  I dug a hole and in it I first put 
         some cloth, tobacco, and sweetgrass.  I covered this with earth 
         and put up the manitohka-n.  I told him that after he was up to 
         any age of a person, young or old, when he gives you something, 
         give it right back to him.  I said that I'd be living right 
         close and to look after my children and all the people here and 
         to be good to all. 
          
          
         Th
         ha
         A new one may be erected if you move away from the old one.   
          
         The best thing to give is blood soup.  It can be offered from 

 house.  I hold the bowl up and say, "Manitohka-n, here we          my
         are giving you soup but we are eating for you." 
          

ich are          Tobacco is the next best thing.  Then feathers wh
         st
         arrow.  From there anything.  It needn't be anything new. 
         you have a worn out sweater or a vest and you have no more use 
         for it you can give it to the manitohka-n.  If you want 
         something that is in the maniohka-n you can take it and give 

."          something else saying, "I trade your tobacco for clothing
          
         Whenever people come through here from different reserves, th

op and give something.  If you are far from one and someon         st
         is sick you can think and say, "Manitohka-n, I will give you 
         such and such when my father gets better."  You must also say 
         when you are going to give it.  When asking for something, the
         first word always must be, "Manitohka-n, I give you this.  I 
         beg of you this."  It can only be asked for good things.  It is 

.         no use to ask it for something bad because it will not give it
          



         A woman can go and ask anything of the manitohka-n even to get 
         over her menstrual period sooner.  This is a good thing for 
         them to do.  There are no dances for the manitohka-n.  When the 

-n         boy (his grandson) was only a year old he asked the manitohka  

aid that once while he was hunting north of Bright 
nd Lake he came upon an old manitohka-n.  They dug away the 

is 

njuring Booths 

f these.  They are called keca-pahtcigau, 
ooking All Over the Earth."  One of his nephews can do it.  

h 

e logs four or five 
ches thick and a little taller than a man.  They are set into 

shed tightly together and fastened by hoops made of willows, 
 

ke 
 

o go in is sitting outside of it.  He takes 
s, has only a breechclout on.  He gives you 

 
A 
 

 lights are put out.  Many men are inside the tipi.  A 
n with a drum starts to sing.  He sings one song.  With the 

 

 

even across the ocean, I would 
y, "Manitohka-n, go and get my relatives for me."  The 

.  
ing 

         to watch him while he grew up and now I am glad to see the boy 
         well.   
          
         Solomon s
         Sa
         snow and found a lot of old buckskin lying around it.  There 
         one straight north of Waseka that was recently found still 
         standing.  Another old one is east of Jackfish Lake.   
          
          
         Co
          
         He has seen many o
         "L
         He is coming here this month.  He is a Cree but is living wit
         his wife's people on a Soto reserve north of Calgary.  There 
         are two men at Thunderchild who can do it. 
          
         The booth is erected inside a tipi.  They us
         in
          
         the ground about two feet.  The logs are set in a circle, 
         pu
         one about half way and another hoop near the top.  Untanned
         rawhide is bound around this and fastened with saganapi -- 
         rawhide thongs -- as tightly as possible.  One man cannot sha
         this structure.  On the ends of the poles bells are placed. 
         That is finished. 
          
         The person who is t

f all his clothe         of
         his hand and you lace his fingers tightly, each finger being 
         separately bound to the hand.  Then he puts his hands behind 
         his back, palm out, and each finger is tied to its mate on the
         other hand.  Then he kneels and bows his head to the ground.  
         thong is attached to his neck tied with a knot that won't slip. 
         It is tied to his feet and thongs tightly tied around his body.  
         A rattle is stuck in the back thongs.  He is placed against the 
         booth. 
          
         Then the
         ma
         second song the bells start to ring.  The booth shakes.  The 
         man is inside then.  The ropes slip off of him, come out of the
         booth, and fall where he was tied.  They are not tangled but 
         their shape is just as if the man had slipped out of them.  The 
         booth shakes and you can hear voices from above and the man in
         the booth answering them.   
          
         If I had relatives far away, 
         sa
         relatives would be sleeping and the manitohka-n will get them
         They will tell me what things they know and what is happen



         on their reserve.  You can ask anything or for anybody.  You 
         could ask him when you were going back.  He would tell you when 

 

 all the 
t 
en 

n - Sweat Bath 

 or ten or twelve willows are placed 
 a circle and bent over and tied together.  Blankets are 

welve stones of a special kind are heated red hot.  A 
nch of hay is tied together and put in a wash basin of water.  

 

m 

h 

ted four times and then the door is opened for 
sing four more times and they are done.  It 

 the tipi, when they sing all night before the dance.  Also 
 

.  
 would be in a small lodge.  The men make the sweat lodges.  

s 
ng as the sun is out.   

he 

         not to go.  Lots of times we ask in this way before we set out
         on a journey.  To the one that tells you this you can promise 
         something when you get home or when you have it. 
          
         Before the man is tied up pipes are offered.  When
         questions have been asked, the light is turned up.  The pos
         which had been driven so deep is now very loose.  One is tak
         out and the man comes out.  This is done at any time of the 
         year.   
          
         Matothca-
          
         I take them often.  Eight
         in
         placed on to make the lodge airtight and a door is left to the 
         south. 
          
         Ten or t
         bu
         Two little willow sticks about a foot long are used.  The maker
         of the sweat bath goes inside and the attendant passes in the 
         hot stones, the hay, the sticks, sweetgrass and a lighted pipe.  
         He burns a little sweetgrass on the stones, sprinkles water fro
         the hay, offers a pipe, and talks.  He asks for good things 
         only.  The pipe is passed out.  The man talks for a long time.  
         Then he pours more water and begins to sing, beating time wit
         a willow stick. 
          
         One song is repea

r.  Then they          ai
         lasts about half an hour and they talk more than they sing.  
         After coming out they wipe themselves dry and then lie down 
         wrapped in blankets to cool off.  Never douse themselves with 
         water. 
          

ould be a sweat bath made at the Sundance by the side          There sh
         of
         done for four nights after the Sundance by the host.  But it is
         not done now because they are always in a rush.  This is the 
         only dance where the sweat bath comes in. 
          

 take a sweat bath         If I had been working hard all day, I would
         It
         Women do not take sweat baths, but once in a great while two or 
         three old women take a sweat bath together, usually in the 
         spring to get rid of the winter's dirt. 
          

ng a sweat bath, a         Any time of the day is all right for taki
         lo
          

cle in the A. A.  His eye caught t         I showed him Skinner's arti
         illustration of tattoo designs and he commented on them.  He 
         said that men were tattooed in two parallel lines from the chin 

t          straight down.  The only horizontal lines were on the arms, bu
         the fingers and hands were never tattooed.  The triple line on 



         the woman's face is correctly shown in the illustration.   
          
         He noticed the picture of the shield and said that he had se

ny when they were going out to fight. 
en 

Arrow Release 
lling."  It is done at a Sundance, sometimes in a powwow.  

y 

was out with my ni-ctcau cousin, just the two of us.  It was 

s, came out with rifles.  They chased us and 

iversal gestures.  One is a clap of the hands for a shot.  
of 

m (Shooting Through) 

kwa and when I 
pleased.  He was 

k 
 

l 

 out a tarpaulin for me and said, "It is the Indian 
hat when an ukimau comes from somewhere to spread out 

 knees, (note that sitting on the knees must 

         ma
          
         Counting coup is called a-tcimutahkweu, "
         Te
         One man can tell another's deeds if he is not present but he 
         must name the actual doer.  Anybody thus can tell them and the
         can be told at any time.  One of mine is this: 
          
          
         I 
         on the pikane-ucipi, Peigan River.  On this side of the river 
         we saw a house -- there were horses halfway there.  When the 
         horses smelled us they ran to the barn.  We had not intended 
         stealing them.   
          
         Four men, American
         we ran away.  They started to shoot.  We jumped in a bush and 
         wheeled sharply to the right.  Two of the men stopped short at 
         the bush, one went to the right, one to the left.  We saw the 
         one who went to the right -- he didn't see us.  We couldn't 
         pass him without getting a shot.  My cousin said to me, "Let's 
         shoot."  We did.  Two shots.  (clap hands)  We knocked him 
         over.  We ran away.  That night we came back and stole the 
         horses.  That is what a-tcimutahkweu means. 
          

 are certain          Note that in the telling of these yarns there
         un
         Another is for a bow shot -- hands in arrow position, flip 
         index fingers for shot. 
          
          

formant:  sa oystahigu         In
          
         This old man had heard me talking with old Mus

me to talk with him he was evidently quite          ca
         camped in a clump of poplar.  The household utensils were stuc
         around the trees -- cans, bottles, a clock (running), blankets,
         a saw.  His tipi was unpainted.  Lying about were several dogs 
         of the greyhound variety.  They are quite common around the 
         Indian camps.  They are valuable because they have speed enough 
         to run down coyotes and even rabbits.  The old man had a red 
         kerchief tied around his head, brass bead earrings.  He put on 
         his ceremonial costume when I took his picture.  His coat was 
         of yellow cloth with fringes on, of the slipover style.  His 
         leggings were of plain caribou hide with fringes on and tinted 
         in places with red paint.  He had a feather bonnet of the usua
         type.   
          
         He spread

stom t         cu
         something nice for him to sit on.  That is why I spread out 
         this tarpaulin." 
          
         Then he sat on his



         be something of a formal posture) facing me and said, "It is 

th his own speech, "Our grandfathers made a 

 

 

 
 

n was given a heart.  
 

o 

nguage very well.  Only once in a while would we come to the 

 
 

m all over the prairies looking for 
od just like timber wolves.  Whenever we would find a lot of 

         not an accident that you meet me.  You have gone a long long 
         way to come and find me here.  Then he raised up both hands, 
         palms out, saying, "Our father (?), let my cousin (note term) 
         and myself meet well today and start to know each other.  Let 
          
         what we say be true.  Let me have a strong memory to give what 
         he is asking."   
          
         Then he went on wi
         tipi like this for themselves and that is what we have now.  
         God (manito?) gave the yellow skin to the Indian to have a tipi
         like that.  Since I have stepped on this earth, since I can 
         remember, that is the only news I am going to tell you.  Then I 
         never saw a white man nor a halfbreed.  I never saw any bacon
         or tea.  We drank only the white blood of our God that was 
         given us to drink.  Our only other drink was the water in which
         most had been boiled.  That is why the Indians were strong. 
         Ever since we have been using the white man's food you can see 
         us getting poorer and poorer every day. 
          
         The white man was given a book, the India
         In that heart the Inian carries his religion all his life.  The
         most powerful part of that religion is the Sundance.  The 
         people who dance do so for two days and two nights.  Somebody 
         must help them.  The Sundance is good in all kinds of ways.  N
         white man should try to stop them.   
          

d can understand their          I was raised among the Stony people an
         la
         Cree.  My father's father was a Cree of the River people, my 
         father's mother was related to the Stony.  My mother's father 
         was a Stony but my mother's mother was a Blackfoot woman who 
         was captured alive in a battle.  Thus I am more Cree on my 
         father's side, but am Stony and Blackfoot through my mother. 
          
         I hunted with the paskwaupwatuk, "Prairie Assiniboine," under 

kimoopwat, "Mosquito Sioux."  We lived for two winters on a         sa
         river near Medicine Hat.  We hunted on this side of the Cypress
         Hills and along the Red Deer (Elk) River.  We didn't go very 
         far out from the bush into the prairie because of the wood 
         supply.  If we were out on the prairie and wanted a fire, we 
         would use buffalo chips.   
          
         In the old days we would roa
         fo
         buffalo, the whole band would move out to hunt.  There was 
         never any permanent camp.  When the cold weather was coming on, 
         we would move north little by little to the bush.  Wood was 
         very important to us.  We never stayed two winters in the same 
         place. 
          

 was married I would always go around seeking to get a          Before I
         big name by getting into fights.  Our only chief then would be 
         the leader of the war party.  But when I got married I settled 
          
         down under my father's chief, Little Pine.  This chief was 



         noxtea-wis to my wife -- her father's cousin.  Both her father 

ee and Stony 
e about the same.  Only the Bush Cree are different and are 

 

firing in the Cut Knife Battle during the 
bellion.  As I was aiming to fire, a bullet grazed the side 

my 

 
y I don't know about it. 

nly the River people would make 
em on the Battle River. 

 implements, a flesher and a 
raper.  This last is made of an elk horn with an iron blade 

man had a blanket wrapped about her hips and wore 
ggings of cloth under her skirt.       
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         and my father were killed fighting the Blackfoot.  There were 
         not very many young chiefs before I was married. 
          
         I do not know of different kinds of Stony.  The Cr
         ar
         worse now in that way than they were before.  They never had a 
         fight.  We fought with the Blackfoot, Sarcee, Blood, Peigan, 
         Gros Ventre, Sioux and Flat Head.  These last never came up 
         here but did raid as far as Medicine Hat.  The Crow never came
         up this way.  I was only in the Rebellion here, never saw any 
         other fights. 
          
         There was much 
         Re
         of my head and knocked me down.  There was a hole through 
         cap which was an owl skin made into a hat.  It protected me.  
         That was forty-eight years ago.  I already had one son then. 
          
         When the treaty was first made, I was way down south.  That is
         wh
          
         We never made a fish trap, o
         th
          
         Hung on a tree were tanning
         sc
         inset.   
          
         The old wo
         le
                                     INDEX 
     
     

  INDEX TERM          IH NUMBER            
     
     

REMONIALISM     CE
      
  
      -memories of 
    RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY 
      -offerings             IH-DM.37       BATTLEFORD#7   136  
    RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY                                    
      -sweat lodge           
     
     


