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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Brief discussion on trapping. 
          
          
                   
         John:  He set my traps once and then after that well, we went 
         around again.  This time if I catch anything, it was up to me 
         to reset all the traps.  After heavy snowfalls he has to reset 
         them and he just watched me, what I was doing.  If I made a 
         mistake he tells me right away.  I shouldn't do it.  That is 
         the way I learned to make my living. 
          
         Margaret:  And what you caught then was yours? 



          
         John:  Was mine.  After he showed me that, I liked the life 
         myself, so that is what I am today. 
          
         Margaret:  You were out last winter? 
          
         John:  I was out last winter. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, how is the trapping now compared to when you 
         were 17?   
          
         John:  Trapping is 100% better than it was then.  It sure is 
         because they got these trapline areas.  And it is up to the 
         trapper, the senior trapper to look after, if he wants to 
         increase his crop, to increase the crop.  It is up to the 
         senior trapper to look after that part.  But now it's a real 
         thing that they've done to the people around this place, which- 
         ever ones want to go and make their living from trapping.  But 
         a lot of them are lazy to go out. (laughs)  They like to stick 
         around and raise a family here, you see, and they don't want to 
         go out.   
          
         Margaret:  But there is still a good living to be made? 
          

hn:  You can see in the books that we study every year.  I 

. 
 

he 

 

rgaret:  What is the best trapping?  What do you get most of 

hn:  Beaver, the beaver is our main crop there. 

hn:  That still brings a good price.  That is our main crop 

 
 

n they'll increase. 

hn:  So then they'll increase. 

hn:  No, we quit that.  It was just too hard.  My old man 

         Jo
         brought in over $200 worth of pelts this spring.  Then again 
         years sometimes, the prices are low.  I'll make good when 
         prices are high.  That is when I take my outfit in the fall
         And if I go up in the fall and come down for Christmas.  Go up
         back after Christmas, after New Year's and come back in 
         February.  And I keep on paying my bill, eh.  First, in t
         fall, maybe I won't have a clean sheet but by the end of the 
         spring, I'll have a clean sheet and he outfits me every time I
         go. 
          
         Ma
         now.   
          
         Jo
          

rgaret:  And that still brings a good price?          Ma
          
         Jo
         there, beaver.  But the other fur bearing animals I seem to 
         get, they seem to be increasing, the others, like lynx, mink,
         and foxes.  They are increasing.  But we don't bother them much
         like, you know.  We just keep on going, take a few out and 
         leave the rest.  
          

rgaret:  So the         Ma
          
         Jo
          
         Margaret:  Well, when you go to your traplines how do you go 
         now?  Not by dog team? 
          
         Jo



         when he was trapping and he was up on his trapline and he was 

 

rgaret:  And you don't have to take food for the dogs and...? 

       John:  No, we don't have to bother about the dogs now.  We got 
r camp in there and once we get into the camp, we get 

he 

 
 

 

n 

you're accustomed to it so you 
 sort of supplies do you take in 

her now, there is only two of us that's going in there every 

 
t.  

       killed.  We had the beaver and we had potatoes there, I took a 

 

 

ion.   

         past seventy.  Just by dogs then and snowshoes going in there. 
         But after he died we thought that was nobody to care for now 

e         and then we take a plane in.  The plane delivers us and we mak
         certain dates when he will land there again and pick us up.  
          
         Ma
          
  
         ou
         supplies there to last us so we take enough supplies to last us 
         like until the plane gets there.  Like in the fall, when 
         takes me in the fall, I generally take Gerry Johnson.  And so 
         when he takes me in the fall, I tell him in the fall, "Pick me
         up just two days before Christmas."  And he gets there two days
         before Christmas.  The ice should be solid enough to hold a 
         plane and then when open in the spring, the last trip we make 
         in the spring for the spring trapping, well, we'd tell him to
         be in around the 20th of May.  We would make sure he'd land in 
         open water.  And then he gets there on the 20th of May and 
         sometimes we still have our sets down the river like.  And then 
         he takes a load out, brings it back here and then he comes i
         two days after.  The trip is two days going down and come back 
         to the lake here, where he knows.  That's one of the places he 
         used to trap himself before.  So we come back to this lake and 
         that's where he picks us up.   
          
         Margaret: Well, when you go in, 

ow how much to take, but what         kn
         with you? 
          

, we take...  It all depends, we just know each          John:  Well
         ot
         year.  And we know how much each person eats.  We took 175 
         pounds of flour last spring -- no, 75 pounds -- and then still 
          
         we left some there, about 30 pounds.  When we come down last 

me, like we come down and we had about 30 pounds of flour          ti
         left there.  And then I took 75 pounds.  And then still we had
         50 pounds, just about 50 pounds of flour left over out of tha
         That is just not hardly 100 pounds of flour.  But we had some 
         other things like bacon, and then we had the beaver, what we 
  
         sack of potatoes there.  Tea, we took four pounds of tea.  
         About 20 pounds of lard and eight pounds of butter.  Milk, 
         powdered milk, coffee, jam, that is the hardest part for us.  

gar         We like, my brother liked white sugar.  Took 30 pounds of su
         with him for just the spring.  He is hard on the sugar, you 
         know.  When he doesn't have sugar he says he might just as well
         don't drink tea. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, of course, sugar gives a lot of energy.  
          
         John:  Now he is in the hospital.  Went through his operat
          

rgaret:  Is it all right?          Ma
          



         John:  He said the operation was okay. 

rgaret:  Well, Mr. Whiteway was talking about a famous trek 
o to New York? 

 
riving 

e 

hn:  He went from Norway House right through here to Fort 

hn:  That's where they all meet at Fort Pembina.  And when he 
s, these other  

 
 
is 

 

 
 

hn:  To New York and back to Fort Pembina.  And he had that 

 

          
         Ma
         that your father took years and years ag
          
         John:  It was my grandfather.  That is what my dad used to tell
         us about.  He used to tell us about that trip.  He was d
         the Hudson's Bay packet from Norway House to Lower Fort Garry.  
         Years before that he only had three dogs.  He only had three 
         dogs and he was the one that was picked up by chief factor in 
         Norway House just after Christmas to make a trip to New York.  
         Because this Hudson's Bay factor's daughter was going to get 
         off at New York port, his daughter and his son-in-law.  And 
         this is when my grandfather was picked up by the chief factor 
         to make that trip.  And he wasn't alone because there must hav
         been about fifteen, twenty trains of dogs.  They picked the 
         very, very best men from all over the posts to make that trip.  
         That is the trip he made. 
          
         Margaret:  And he went from Norway House...? 
          
         Jo
         Pembina.   
          
         Margaret:  And then they went across the...? 
          
         Jo
         was there, he got there before these other guy
          
         fellows, got in.  Well, he got in there and he had to wait 
         till everybody was there to start the trip.  And then one 

ening, his dogs -- somebody was in there -- and his dogs got         ev
         loose.  His three dogs got loose.  So when he went out, this
         guy came in and told him his dogs got away.  He just took h
         coat and he knew nobody else would touch them dogs and nobody 
         else would catch them dogs and he ran all that night down the 
         Red River, and just getting daylight he came to a bend in the 
         river, the Red River, and he didn't track his dogs.  He stood 
         there and he didn't stand there long and his leader came.  Came
         around the bend and he was standing right in the middle of the 
         river there.  And he called his leader by name and he stopped, 
         the other two stopped.  That is where he picked them.  And he 
         had these old-time chassis they used to have.  He tied it to 
         the dogs and he walked back.  Finally he...  A driver was going 
         to Fort Pembina with a little pony.  And that is where he had a
         ride back to Fort Pembina with this guy that was a stranger to
         him, that he didn't know.  Well, he gave him a lift right back 
         to Fort Pembina and then he started that trip. 
          
         Margaret:  And they went by dog team from Pembina to New York? 
          
         Jo
         factor's daughter in his carryall right from New York, and he 
         put them off at Norway House.  The Hudson's Bay man there told
         him to pick two best dogs, his own choice.  And he took two 
         best dogs, he thought they were best dogs.  One of them dogs 
         died before he got to New York.  And coming back the other one 



         died, and his three dogs were still living.  And that's the 
         ones that was carrying the chief factor's daughter, them three 
         dogs.  He wouldn't pick no more dogs.  To team up his dogs, 

t          five dogs to a train.  My dad used to tell us that story a lo
         of times.   
          
         Margaret:  Well, I've never heard anything like it.  From there 
         to New York and back. 

as a revolver, the first.  I guess that 
s the first revolver the Hudson's Bay factors ever had.  You 

h a stick, 
evolver 

s like that too, I don't know. 
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         John:  That's what he told us, he made that trip.  And he got a 
         present for that trip w
         wa
         know, the chief factor gave him a revolver for protection. 
          
         Margaret:  What sort of guns did they usually have? 
          
         John: Well, these muzzleloaders.  They load them wit
         powder and shot and then a little cap.  I guess the r
         wa
          
         (End of Interview) 
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