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         Willie:  ...forty-five, you see. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, where were you born? 
          
         Willie:  Cross Lake I was born. 
          
         Margaret:  Oh, I see. 



          
         Willie:  That's where I was born.  And I left my children in 
         1932.  I had kids, I had nine of them.  Four boys, we lost two.  
         One of them went into the water, you know.  And one of them was 
         working at Hudson's Bay and he got lost, I guess, in the spring 
         and they never traced him.   
          
         Margaret:  The spring break-up? 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  He drowned, I guess.  He was coming back that 
         summer.  See, they were twins.  We had twins three times.  So, 
         we got one boy -- no, two boys.  One of them got shot, you 
         know.  He was game guardian staying at the...  The other 
         fellows shot him, right on his bone here.  And he was in 
         Winnipeg about a month, I guess, in the hospital.  He's getting 
         better now.  He got married, he got about seven kids, then. 
          
         Margaret:  Oh, this just happened lately? 
          
         Willie:  That's two years ago.  (Inaudible)  And the second 
         boy, he was a big fellow, over six foot, I guess.  He was here 
         yesterday.  Fishing about a month and a half, he'd clear about 
         $1,000 now, at least.  He's the best fisherman around here. 
          
         Margaret:  What fish particularly? 
          
         Willie:  Eh? 
          
         Margaret:  What fish particularly? 
          
         Willie:  Pickerel, pickerel and jackfish.  They buy everything, 
         you know.  Whitefish, suckers, I guess you know  (?)  too, eh.  
         You wouldn't buy them, you know, (?).  They get 50  a pound 
         whitefish, that's big whitefish, you know.  Even them jackfish, 
         small ones, you know, 3  a pound -- no, 5   a pound.  And 
         suckers, you know, they don't bother watching the size of them.  
         They get 3  a pound.  They are making money pretty good, you 
         know.  But some of them they drink too much, you know, some of 
         them.  They come back, you know, every day just drinking beer.  
          
         Margaret:  Well, it's nothing like it is in Churchill. 
          
          
         Willie:  No.  Did you see Eskimos? 
          
         Margaret:  Some, yes. 
          
         Willie:  Some Eskimos, yes.  Well, I really had a hard time, 
         you know.  I was about 15 years old when I started to work at 
         the Hudson's Bay and I was getting $15 a month.  At last they 
         raised my wages to $25 and I was happy.  I was trapping at the 
         same time.  When I was tripping I used to travel all night 
         sometimes.  Hard times, sweating.  I fell down twice, you know.  
         I was getting cold at night and I was working too hard, I 
         guess.  My old dad was working for 44 years for Hudson's Bay 
         and he was a Scotchman.  He came from Scotland.  So he quit.  
         He was 71 when he died.  My old mother too, you know, she was 



         half Scotch.  My old grandfather was here, you know.  I was a 
         little boy then and I couldn't hardly remember him.  He came 
         from Scotland too.   
          
         Margaret:  And where was your mother born? 
          
         Willie:  She was born in Norway House. 
          
         Margaret:  Norway House? 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  Right down at the fort there.  The old fort 
         there.  That's where she was.  She got married twice, you know.  
         I have two half-sisters, you know, and one boy.  There's nine 
         altogether in the family, you know. 
          
         Margaret:  That's a good-sized family.  Well, did your father 
         ever say anything about the trip over and what it was like?   
          
         Willie:  Oh yes, you know, he used to trip.  He used to take 
         charge up at Poplar River too, you know.  He made that trip 
         here in one day, you know.  With dogs too.  That was a long 
         trip.  He used to trip.  He used to drive dog team too.  The 
         old-timers, they used to come here, you know, all over, Island 
         Lake, Nelson House, Split Lake, Oxford, the old-timers, you 
         know.  They met here on New Year's.  They had a good time  
         because they had a little liquor with them.  Everything, you 
         know.  That's a long trip for dogs here now to Nelson House -- 
         over 300 miles, I guess. 
          
         Margaret:  How long would it take them? 
          
         Willie:  It used to take five days coming up, going down.  We 
         used to make that trip to South Indian, you know, with dogs.  
         That's a long trip too, from Nelson House.  Very long trip.  I 
         never saw no grub once there, you know.  The Indians, they'd 
         have ammunition because we didn't go right away, you know.  We 
          
         went about before Christmas, you know.  We went and they were 
         short of everything.  No tobacco, no bullets, there was not 
         much caribou that time, you know.  They were just half 
         starving, you know.  They had beaver there.  They were awfully 
         busy hunting, you know.  They burned that then they eat that.  
         They were short of grub.  So I got there, you know, about half 
         a mile and they come to meet us and they took everything.  They 
         had tobacco and they can sleep all night, smoke, drinking tea 
         too.  They were just about starving.  We took lots of ammuni- 
         tion, you know, bullets.  Killed a lot of deer that day.  They 
         had a hard time. 
          
         Margaret:  They sure did.  Did you ever travel by York boats or 
         were those gone? 
          
         Willie:  I didn't row, you know, but I used to go with them, 
         you know.  With a canoe, you know.  I was in Charge A, you 
         know.  (Inaudible) anything like that, cups or anything like 
         that.  From here to Nelson House.  'Cause they were rough, you 
         know.  They were just waiting soaking wet every day, rapids as 



         long as across the river from here they have to pull that York 
         boat there.  About 90/100 on the boat, you know.  Eight men, 
         eight men rowing.  Some of them nine.  That's eight men rowing, 
         you know, and the captain has to steer when it's hot, you know.  
         You can see all the water running on the porters, sweating, 
         carrying 200 pounds.   
          
         Margaret:  I saw the rapids on the Nelson up not far from Cross 
         Lake yesterday.  Is that the Hydro? 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  Yes, I used to pass them.  I passed that lots 
         of times.  Pretty rough rapids too, you know.  That's where the 
         fellows got drowned there that summer.  About three years ago 
         they got drowned there.  The captain was from Cross Lake.  
         Pretty bad.  There's another fellow here got drowned there at 
         Long Rock Island.  That was before I was born, I guess.  
         Stevens, that preacher, (inaudible).  They've got his grave 
         there.  And you know this Sea Falls here (inaudible) the flag 
         staff there.  That's where, there were two of them.  See Clarke 
         and Stanleyson they call them.  But they found the body right 
         away.  He was a big man, weighed over 300 pounds.  They found 
         the body.  They took the body to Winnipeg, you know, with dogs.  
         Could hardly...  I wasn't born that time.  I was one year old, 
         I guess, that time.  I think so, yeah. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, did you go out with dog sleds in the winter- 
         time?   
          
         Willie:  Oh, lots of times.  Even I am driving dogs now.  First 
         time I didn't go out this spring because I lost my wife, you 
          
         know.  She was a McLeod, you know.  She didn't change her name.  
         She was about 76.  She was born in Cross Lake and there's a lot 
         of McLeods up the river here.  Old McLeod, you know, that's her 
         brother, my wife.  He's blind. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, over at Cross Lake it seemed to me that the 
         place was divided between McLeods and McIvors. 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  And I know the old-timers.  That fellow is 
         staying over at the Bay here, Thomas McIvor.  You didn't see 
         him?  He's a magistrate now, Thomas McIvor. 
          
         Margaret:  I saw Mr. McIvor at Wabowden and I saw the McIvors 
         at Cross Lake.  But when I went to see Mr. McIvor over here he 
         was away.  It was a cold, quite stormy day, he was away. 
          
         Willie:  Yes, that fellow was here in the spring, you know.  
         That's Don McIvor they call him.  He's a big fellow, big man.  
         He was here.  And this fellow staying away today, he's a nice 
         fit man.  We born the same time, I guess, but they had a lot of 
         boys, you know, the old-timers.  That old McIvor, you know.  
         Two girls died and one, they lost one, the oldest boy, they 
         lost one.  The old-timers, you know, my father and the old 
         McIvor and the other fellow, they are all dead now.  They came 
         from York Factory on the York boats, you know.  And they'd tell 
         you about it.  



          
         Margaret:  Oh, I'd like to hear. 
          
         Willie:  And they were, tried to be a soldier at that time, you 
         know, they came up on the sly and they came by Churchill with 
         canoe and York boats.  And they stayed here and they got 
         married here, you know.  And my old father was working for the 
         Hudson's Bay here.  He was at Moosonee too, working for 
         Hudson's Bay Company.   
          
         Margaret:  Well, some of them were carpenters and masons. 
          
         Willie:  Yeah, some of them, yeah. 
          
         (Break in tape) 
          
         Willie:  Pretty hard to make...  It's not allowed to take 
         birch, you know, they are saying now. 
          
         Margaret:  Oh, you're not? 
          
         Willie:  No.  Birch is getting pretty scarce around here now.  
         They used to make them, you know. 
          
          
         Margaret:  Did you ever travel with them? 
          
         Willie:  Oh yes.  I used to go in that canoe.  You go this way 
         and you think you're going to upset right away, but they're 
         handy. 
          
         Margaret:  How many miles a day would you make with them? 
          
         Willie:  About sixty miles.  They used to make that trip here 
         to Cross Lake, you know, with canoe.  Awful light, you know, 
         not like these canoes.  They're pretty light but they put a 
         whole moose, you know, in that birch bark canoe.  They just 
         swim like that, you know, just like a gull, you know.  They 
         wouldn't go down.  Oh, they're good. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, they use motor boats now instead. 
          
         Willie:  Yes, they use that now.  They don't paddle much 
         nowadays.   
          
         Margaret:   Well, do you remember any particular trips that you 
         took?   
          
         Willie:  Oh, lots of times, yes.  I was travelling along.  I've 
         been working with the Hudson's Bay for many years now.  
         Travelling every day, every month, (inaudible). 
          
         (Break in tape) 
          
         Margaret:  Well, your home for most of your trips was here? 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  I never go anyplace.  I didn't move once since 



         I was here.  I bought this house, you know, (inaudible) old 
         house so I planted potatoes here.  I trap in the winter, you 
         know, I trap. 
          
         Margaret:  You still do? 
          
         Willie:  Oh yeah. 
          
         Margaret:  Where did you go last winter? 
          
         Willie:  About forty miles, halfway from here to Cross Lake on 
         the Nelson River.  I didn't go but the boy went for a while 
         this spring.  He used to kill 600 rats in the spring too, you 
         know.  And good rats, you know, this Nelson River, very nice 
         trapping.   
          
         Margaret:  Did you get much last winter? 
          
          
         Willie:  Well, we didn't go out last summer.  I didn't have 
         time, the old lady was sick, you know.  (Inaudible).  I'm a 
         good worker.  I can work like a young fellow yet. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, when I went to see Mr. Louis McLeod, he was 
         chopping wood. 
          
         Willie:  Sure, oh sure.  Louis is 82 now, I guess.  That's the 
         oldest in the family, you know. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, he's an amazing man.  The whole family is. 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  Half Scotch, you know.  They're tough, I guess,  
         they're tough.  Too bad he's blind, you know, old Norman.  My 
         brother-in-law, you know.  He's married too, half Scotch too. 
          
         Margaret:  Oh yeah.  Well, did the York boats still come up 
         when you were growing up?  Did they still come up with the 
         year's supplies?   
          
         Willie:  The time I got here? 
          
         Margaret:  Yes. 
          
         Willie:  Yeah, everything was brought up. 
          
         Margaret:  How many would come? 
          
         Willie:  They used to come from Nelson House, three York boats 
         and Split Lake, three York boats and Oxford Lake, three York 
         boats and Cross Lake, four York boats and Island Lake, that's a 
         long trip, you know, but I didn't see them York boats.  They 
         came around by Gods Lake them fellows.  That's a long portage, 
         you know.  They left two York boats at the end of the portage 
         and they used another one.  They used two York boats on this 
         side too.  They can't pull those York boats that long portage.  
         It was all swamp, you know.  It's a long trip, long portage.  
         There nothing but muskeg and swamp. 



          
         Margaret:  Well, did you ever see them all together before 
         they...? 
          
         Willie:  Oh sure, yeah.  They were rowing that time, you know.  
         There were five York boats went out, then they went back. Three 
         York boats from Nelson House and they got help, you know, from 
         Cross Lake, five York boats.  Oh, they were racing sometimes, 
         you know, and they had to get up and go down, they had to get 
         up and go down.  That's what they used to do.  Soaking wet.   
         They sleep on the hard ground when they are tired, you know.  
         They just get one little blanket, I guess.  They lay down on 
          
         the rocks, you know.  They stay there when they quit, you know, 
         where they are camping, you know.  The next morning they are 
         just happy (inaudible).  Them young boys, you know, they were 
         playing, hauling. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, there must have been quite a celebration when 
         the spring boats came in. 
          
         Willie:  They're all healthy men, you know, they're all big men 
         -- six footers, some of them.  Yes, they were good men that 
         time.  But now they're going down, you know, they're going 
         down.  They don't want to work around here, you know, these 
         young fellows.  Not very good times, you know.  They got 
         everything, now they got relief.  They got the relief.  They 
         got houses free for nothing, you know.  They don't plant 
         potatoes even, you know.  Very few of them, I guess, the 
         old-timers... 
          
         Margaret:  Well, did they keep cattle here too? 
          
         Willie:  They used to.  I had cattle too, you know.  Now the 
         old lady was getting lame, you know, getting tired, you know.  
         I used to have four cattle every year, you know.  I used to... 
          
         Margaret:  Well, did you ever hear your father use the term 
         'byre'?   
          
         Willie:  Buyer? 
          
         Margaret:  Byre. 
          
         Willie:  Oh yes.  There was a fur buyer too. 
          
         Margaret:  No, I mean for a cattle barn, for a barn?  
          
         Willie:  No. 
          
         Margaret:  You never heard him use that word? 
          
         Willie:  No. 
          
         Margaret:  That's an old Scotch word. 
          
         Willie:  You talk Scotch? 



          
         Margaret:  Well, my mother's people were Scotch.  My father's 
         people were Irish.  So I get a mixture. 
          
         Willie:  Oh, I see.  Whereabouts do you live?  Winnipeg? 
          
          
         Margaret:  I'm in Winnipeg right now. 
          
         Willie:  I've got a sister there.  No, my daughter's been 
         married.  I got a sister there too, Nora. 
          
         Margaret:  She's married and living there? 

llie:  She was married. 

llie:  They're all over now, you know.  Some of them are at 

rgaret:  Well, from here, if you went...  Did you ever go to 

llie:  I had to go out to camp with the Hudson's Bay Company.  

,  

rgaret:  Well, when you started out, you'd take a certain 

llie:  Yeah, you had to get supplies from the Hudson's Bay.  

 

l 

rgaret:  What does the 'L' stand for? 

rgaret:  Is it landing place? 

llie:  Yeah.  Number one, that's what they call Churchill. 

llie:  Oh yes.  That don't -- they used to mark all the 
ve, 

          
         Wi
          
         Margaret:  Oh, they're all up and down through... 
          
         Wi
         The Pas, Isla.  I have two girls now.  They're not married yet. 
          
         Ma
         the trading camps when you used to camp? 
          
         Wi
         I didn't get much.  I had my own dogs too, you know.  $80 a 
         month.  That's not much, you know.  I used to drive dogs here
         I know how to drive dogs too.  When I was a boy and we went out 
         to the forest. 
          
         Ma
         amount of supplies for yourself and for the dogs too. 
          
         Wi
         And you had to feed the dogs too.  They used to get 10,000 fish 
         every year, in the fall, you know.  That's for the dogs, you 
         know.  That's number one post, you know.  That's why they used
         to bring all the York boats here.  They were hauling freight 
         from the other big barge and it was the number one, L2, L4, al
         them.  Not now. 
          
         Ma
          

llie:  That's the post.          Wi
          
         Ma
          
         Wi
          

rgaret:  You've seen some big changes around here.          Ma
          
         Wi
         freight, you know, from the old posts, you know.  Number fi
         Oxford; L2, that's Nelson House; L4, Split Lake; L7, Island 
         Lake; L3, that's Cross Lake.  And that's number one, L1. 
          
          



         Margaret:  This is the order in which the posts were first 

Yeah.  That young fellow I seen here (inaudible).  At 

 

? 

argaret:  No.  When was that? 

 about 18 years old, I guess.  

 a sight to see them going 
f. 

:  When he landed here, it was raining and they had 
ttle boats, you know, from landing.  They called them 

d 
of the 

 
 you 

r here 
o?  Dances or...? 

 They used to what you call that Indian 
nce.  I saw that too at Cross Lake.  They had feathers and 

 

iddlers that were 
mous around here? 

llie:  I don't know.  My brother was a fiddler.  He was one 
 the best fiddlers around.  I was next to him.  The old man 

 

         built?   
          

llie:           Wi
         Calgary he (inaudible) and they had canoes here and that big 
         Kootenay Indian, they followed us from Nelson House down to 
         Oxford House to York Factory with canoes.  I saw that fellow,
         he was coming up there, you know.  He was running around 
         (inaudible), I guess.  They didn't tell you about that, eh
          
         M
          
         Willie:  That's about when I was
         That's about 50 years, I guess.  There was about ten canoes, I 
         guess, that passed here, that they took from here.  Calgary(?) 
         was ahead.  He had two good men, you know.  One from Oxford, 
         old-timer, you know.  (Inaudible) he picked the spot where he 
         wanted to camp, you know.  (Inaudible)  He had Mounties too, 
         you know, two of them -- cooked. 
          
         Margaret:  It must have been quite
         of
          
         Willie
         li
         dollies, little boats, you know.  He landed here and the ol
         manager was here, you know, old Charlie Sinclair was one 
         managers here.  He went down and the old chief was there too, 
         Willie Craik, you know.  He was up on everything, the old 
         chief.  And this manager went down and said good day to him and
         the old chief went down and he shook hands with him.  Yeah,
         ought to hear the guns that time, them old breechloaders, you 
         know, and firing away when they landed that way.  So we came 
         from Cross Lake that time, you know, (Break in tape) 
          
         Margaret:  Are there any celebrations that you remembe
         to
          
         Willie:  (Inaudible) 
         da
         (inaudible).  Running and that is the only thing.  There was 
         three drummers there, the old drummers, they were singing.  I 
         don't know what but they were singing anyways.  Soon as they 
         quit, they would try call the geese, "honk, honk," and then 
         they would start again.  (laughs)  They were funny.  Everybody
         was dancing but I didn't.  I didn't dance. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, were there any particular f
         fa
          
          
         Wi
         of
         sent for a fiddle from England, you know.  About $100.  That is
         over 100 years ago, I guess.  That fiddle is over 100 years 
         now, I guess.  You can see all the fancy stars on the side.  I 
         gave it to my son and he has still got it.  It is a nice 



         fiddle, you know, very nice.  Pretty hard to get a fiddle like 
         that now. 
          

Well, that would be used at New Year's time?           Margaret:  
          
         Willie:  New Year's, any time they used to have dances, any 

me.  They didn't have square dances that time.  We did the 
 

ould that be?  At the post? 

e would...  They 
ed a football, these old-timers, the football, they made them 

layers now, you know.  All day and 
ey used to slide all night pretty near, you know, in the 

 
 

tting up and down the 
ties, I suppose. 

 
y 

e 
ntertime?   

, 
u can get a license in the fall, September, you had to pay 

 

 there much duck shooting around here? 

, 
u know, from the fall, you know.  We shoot them too much, I 

men go out? 

fellow here, his name was 
wan.  He was half Scotch too.  He was prospecting, you know, 

         ti
         Red River jig and (inaudible) the old-timers.  Sort of like a
         square dance but that is not what they call them.  We used to 
         dance like that. 
          
         Margaret:  Where w
          
         Willie:  Any place, any house.  And Christmas w
         us
         with moose feathers(?).  They would sew that and it was a 
         pretty heavy ball, you know.   
          
         Margaret:  It would be. 
          
         Willie:  Not like these p
         th
         Christmas.  That's the way they used to do it.  Oh, they were
         good players, you know.  But these young fellows, they don't
         play now.  They play baseball, hockey.  They were pretty good 
         skaters too, you know, those old-timers. 
          
         Margaret:  That would be another way of ge

ver in the wintertime.  And skating par         ri
          
         Willie:  They used to make their own skates, you know, with

re irons, you know.  Old fashioned.  That is the way the         fi
         used to make them.  We used to kill moose too, you know, 
         before.  We kill moose here.  We didn't buy meat but it is 
         pretty hard now.  They're watching pretty close now, game 
         guardians. 
          

nd you would have your fresh frozen meat at th         Margaret:  A
         wi
          

 Used to kill three moose every winter.  Well         Willie:  Yeah. 
         yo
         $10 for it -- a license -- if you wanted to kill a moose.  Same
         with ducks, $2.50. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, was
          
         Willie:  At first, you know.  They are getting pretty scarce
         yo
         guess.  In the spring last time there was lots of ducks.  But 
         they don't stay here, they go south -- north I mean.  They go 
         back south in the fall. 
          
         Margaret:  Did groups of 
          
         Willie:  Oh yes.  I used to go with a 
         Co



         at Walker Lake.  That's about forty miles from here.  So he 
         used to write to me.  He used to come every summer.  I used to 
         go.  He died in Alaska.  He was my age.  (Inaudible). 
          
         Margaret:  That is what happened to my father. 
          
         Willie:  His old lady is still alive in Winnipeg, you know,  

, is she?  There is still a lot of them around in 

.  The last time were in the 

  $79. 

e way? 

.  It's not cheap. 

 I guess, eh? 

o 
bowden, the train the Churchill.  Trying all kinds of 

st have lots of money. 

ing this on my own, 
ping to get people interested.  But I couldn't afford to do 

iod 

be all in their fine...? 

ristmas. 
d get their supplies for the winter, I guess.  Five days a 

't 
ey?  The white rabbit robes and bells on the dogs? 

now.  You 
uld hear the bells about two miles away, some of them.  Those 

 about a week, would 

  Yeah.  But you never see a bell now, you know, on dogs 
 They have a lot of dogs at Cross Lake but not here.  

         Mrs. Cowan. 
          
         Margaret:  Oh
         Selkirk and Winnipeg and Calgary. 
          
         Willie:  I used to work in Winnipeg
         big boat, I used to run three boats and big boats like the 
         Kenora.  $12 round trip.  Now how much you have to pay?  $75, I 
         guess.  
          
         Margaret:
          
         Willie:  $79.  On
          
         Margaret:  No, round trip
          
         Willie:  Lots of money.  You came by the boat
          
         Margaret:  Came by the boat here and then I took the plane t
         Wa
         travelling.   
          
         Willie:  You mu
          
         Margaret:  Well, not that much.  I'm do
         ho
         it for very long, I'm afraid.  In the Christmas/New Year per
         people would come from all over then? 
          
         Willie:  All over, yeah. 
          
         Margaret:  And they would 
          
         Willie:  Yeah.  They had to bring their fur in at Ch
         An
         week, you had to go there two, three times in the winter.   
          
         Margaret:  But then they would come and celebrate too, wouldn
         th
          
         Willie:  Ribbons all over the dogs.  I can't see that 
         co
         dogs would have colors and ribbons.   
          
         Margaret:  And then they would stay for

ey?          th
          
         Willie:

re.          he
         They don't look after the dogs in the summer.  They're half 



         starved, you know.  They used to have them huskies, you know.  

er here until 
.  
ld 

at would that be?  Would it be 

idge.  They change in the winter, 
 

is a man at Churchill area that there 
en't any there at all now.  

d this river would have been a lot narrower 

 now, no.  Across the lake 
 That is where they feed.  

harder to make a living from the 
nd now, I mean from killing the meat and that sort of thing 

some 
bs if they want to work.  Some of them, most of them want to 

urvived the winters. 

to be 
nger ones.  And they moved from there, they go about 50 miles 

mmertime is here.  Split Lake too. 

         Oh, they were nice dogs. 
          

kis was saying there used to be lots          Margaret:  And Mr. Paupana
         of willows along here and ptarmigan in them? 
          
         Willie:  Yes, all over.  Ptarmigans was all ov
         about nine years ago.  Seems like they disappeared, you know
         You can see some of them -- I killed four last year.  You cou
         see them all over the willows.  (Inaudible) lots of prospecting 
         all over.  There is none now.  
          
         Margaret:  Well, what sort of me
         sort of like a partridge? 
          
         Willie:  Yeah, like a partr
         white, they are brown in the summer.  There's lots of them in
         the Churchill area. 
          
         Margaret:  No, there 
         ar
          
         Willie:  No, eh? 
          
         Margaret:  No.  An
         with the willows growing all along. 
          
         Willie:  Not many willows around here

ere is quite a few willows there.          th
         They don't eat leaves like the partridge, just use the little 
         willows, the young willows. 
          
         Margaret:  Well, it is a lot 
         la
         than it used to be.  And there aren't very many jobs, are 
         there, for the young people? 
          

utside, you know, there are          Willie:  Not around here but o
         jo
         work.  We had hard times long ago, us Indians, you know.  Just 
         little fish, not even 10  on some of them.  They are just, 
         birch bark, you know, soak it in the water, wigwam they call 
         it.  They used to stay in Selkirk. 
          
         Margaret:  It is amazing that they s
          
         Willie:  Well, they make wigwams in the winter, they used 
         lo
         in the spring and when it's warm and they have their babies 
         there.  I saw (inaudible) about a couple of nights, that.  That 
         is what they used to do. 
          

 certainly produced some mighty          Margaret:  Well, the north
         people.   
          

u should make a trip to Nelson House while the          Willie:  Yo
         su



          
         Margaret:  Yes, Split Lake and Shamattawa. 

to be at Split 

  Well, if I can get up again next summer, I will. 

s 
re.  After you pass Cross Lake and Grand Rapids, you know, 

d 
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         Willie:  Yes.  I never seen that but I used 
         Lake.   
          
         Margaret:
          
         Willie:  If you were travelling in the canoe, you can see lot
         mo
         the power house, that's when Thompson comes.  There is a high 
         hill.  (Inaudible)  You can still see the marks where they use
         to pull the York boats (inaudible) there now, where there are 
         rollers.  When it's a south wind, my God, the water is, you 
         know, (inaudible).  They have to put the York boats on the...  
         Men would have to pull the rope... 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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