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         Hello.  This tape is devoted to the South Ronaldsay accent and 
         I have with me Mr. Alexander Anal of Myer, South Ronaldsay, who 
         has very kindly consented to have a conversation with me.  I 
         know that you are not worrying much about the subject matter 
         but since we're interested in the Orkney men who went out to 
         Canada, we'll discuss some of the people from South Ronaldsay 
         who went out to your country.  First of all, I'm going to ask 
         Mr. Anal about Governor Thomason, probably the greatest of 
         them. 



          
         Alexander:  Yes, well, Governor Thomason's tomb is to be seen 
         at the present time, a tablet inscribing his lifetime in Canada 
         and the good work he did by building what is known as 
         Thomason's Academy School, which gave free education to the 
         children in the South Ronaldsay and Berry as far back as about 
         1820.   
          
         Inter:  That's right.  And the school of course is still in 
         use?   
          
         Alexander:  And the school is really, I would say, the finest 
         building of any type of school in Orkney. 
          
         Inter:  You're worried down there about the fact that it's 
         going to be closed, aren't you? 
          
         Alexander:  Well, we believe that the school may now be closed 
         for the lack of children.  While in my grandfather's day, he 
         was schooled there about the year 1840, and there was about 200 
         that were being educated there.  They were even so far advanced 
         in those days that they had one of the rooms in the school 
         devoted to teaching the music and the arts, painting, and of 
         course there was a piano provided and there was a music 
         teacher.  I think I often heard her name, Miss Markum. 
          
         Inter:  Well, Governor Thomason came home, of course, to retire 
         in South Ronaldsay and he built his house there.  Dundas House, 
         isn't it? 
          
         Alexander:  Yes, the first -- I believe it took place over a 
         period of years, his ideas of education for the South Ronaldsay 
         people.  The reason being that he was a man that held a very 
         important post in Canada and he took out or he induced a fairly 
         large number of people from the district he was in, oh, 
         possibly numbering in hundreds altogether, to come out to 
         Canada and they had jobs, the various trading posts.  And the 
         great difficulty he had was with his home country kinsmen were, 
         very few were able to read or write.  So he decided that they 
         ought to have the chance and the first that he did, I think, 
          
         was he built a house partly for himself to come home to in 
         furloughs which he turned into a school with one big room in 
         it.  And then, and the school master then, there was another 
         house built known as Dundas House for himself to live in.  He 
         lived there till he died.  And later on that became one of the 
         schoolmaster's homes.  Then of course the present school was 
         built, both houses, (inaudible). 
          
         Inter:  Yes, well, that was Governor Thomason. 
          
         Alexander:  That was him.  He is buried in the garden of Dundas 
         House.   
          
         Inter:  Then your own name Anal, of course, reminds us of a 
         Magnus Anal who was quite well known in the early days, round 
         about the Red River area.  Was he any relative to your family 



         at all?  Magnus Anal? 
          
         Alexander:  Undoubtedly he must have been a relative for the 
         name Anal is unique to South Ronaldsay alone.  We don't know 
         exactly how they came to be there.  It might be that somebody 
         with a slightly different name had been there.  Anyway, we find 
         that they've been there for about three hundred years anyway. 
         And although there is no close connection between several 
         branches of the family, this Magnus Anal would undoubtedly be 
         one.  In fact his father was Magnus Anal and his home was at a 
         place known as Surquoy, S-U-R, which means sheep in Norse, and 
         Q-U-O-Y, which means 'a piece grassy land', the sheep quoy.  
         And incidently it happens that I am now the proprietor of that 
         particular piece of land.  His father, Magnus Anal, had only 
         the one son who was shot by the Indians at...  I think Mr. 
         Marwick might tell us the name of the place.  And they adopted 
         a girl, we find that out in the census.  Of course that meant 
         the end of the name there.  There's been quite a number of 
         owners between that period and now. 
          
         Inter:  Yes, yes.  And then of course Kennedys.  A William and 
         Alexander Kennedy were both well known in the nor'west and the 
         family was quite a famous one down in your way, wasn't it Mr. 
         Anal? 
          
         Alexander:  Well, yes, the Kennedy family.  I can't give the 
         exact dates but they were first in Stroma for a period in a 
         large house and then they came across to South Ronaldsay and 
         they bought a portion of the island.  I believe they paid 
          32,000 for it, which is about the same price it would be worth 
         today.  They had stayed at Smitty Banks, the large house they 
         built is still there intact.  There is no Kennedys now in the 
         island.  They seem to have...  They were a very highly intelli- 
         gent class and they were educated so that none...  They all  
          
         drifted away into jobs.  There was a Doctor Kennedy, a great 
         preacher in connection with the Methodist, was it? 
          
         Inter:  I don't know about that. 
          
         Alexander:  And he was one of the leaders of that religion. 
         Then there was some of them who were doctors and writers.  But 
         there is a smattering of the name left in Orkney yet, in Berry. 
          
         Inter:  Berry, which is an island just north of South Ronald- 
         say.  Then Sutherlands, of course, there was chief factor James 
         Sutherland who went from Nockhall in South Ronaldsay to Canada.  
         Do you know anything about the Sutherlands? 
          
         Alexander:  Well, not a lot.  We don't really have many of them 
         now, but I've heard my father say and my grandfather that the 
         Sutherland family were a fairly prominent family around the St. 
         Margaret's Hope area.  They occupied the farms of Fairwell and 
         Nockhall and they were rather progressive.  They usually moved 
         away to become sea captains or have jobs such as in the 
         Hudson's Bay Companies in America and Canada and that sort of 
         thing. 



          
         Inter:  Now, to that school that Thomason founded, I suppose 
         some of the halfbreed children from Canada must have come now 
         and then, do you think? 
          
         Alexander:  Yes, I have some knowledge of that.  Not a great 
         deal.  It appears that there was a rule with at least some of 
         the factors of the Hudson's Bay Company, if a man fathered any 
         children among the Indian women, that these children had to be 
         educated.  Given an education and provided for and it appears 
         that in some cases the men went home to Orkney and did not 
         return.  And I know of at least two cases where the company 
         sent home the child with the next Orkadian to go home to 
         Orkney. 
          
         Inter:  Is that so? 
          
         Alexander:  Aye, it's quite true.  Angie Duncan was the last. 
          
         Inter:  Is that so? 
          
         Alexander:  Aye, and I can't remember the other girl now.  She 
         lived at Winnick.  Oh, and I can't find the name.  She's a 
         brilliant girl that, and a beautiful girl, they said.  She was 
         exactly the same age as Ellen Anal, my aunt that died four 
         years ago.  When she went to school, of course, because of the 
         color barrier, though she was really very beautiful, she was a 
         little despised and that.  But she somehow or other educated 
         herself and became a school teacher and did well out here. 
         Inter:  Was she notably different in appearance from the other 
         girls or not? 
          
         Alexander:  The ones that I've known about and the descendents 
         that we have at the present day do have higher cheek bones but 
         very good looking.  Nancy Duncan, that married John Duncan...  
         In fact there is, what's her name here, in fact the girl who 
         takes the shorthand notes for the sheriff, the sheriff 
         Kirkwell, is a descendent and... 
          
         Inter:  And has the same name, yes.  Quite a well known family. 
          
         Alexander:  Yes, they did quite well. 
          
         Inter:  Actually, to put the record straight, the Magnus Anal 
         to whom Mr. Alexander Anal referred in that conversation, was 
         the man who was killed at South Branch House in the summer of 
         1793.  Now, that is the end of this particular conversation and 
         tape. 
          
          
         (End of Interview) 


