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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - General account of her life.          
         Ranald:   Tape number RT 82.6 side A.  This is Ranald Thurgood 
         and I am interviewing Mrs. Elmira McLeod in her apartment in 
         Mississauga, on July 28, 1982.  
          
          
         Ranald:   When I was talking with you before, you made a 
         comment to me that everyone became like one people after the 
         War, and I wondered what you meant by that. 
          
         Elmira:   Well, we found it more easy to go out among the 
         different kinds of people.  When we used to come off the 
         reserve into the town, we were whistled at and shouted at -- it 
         was kind of hard, you know -- but even to work.  But now you 
         can walk any place and you seem to be the same, all, you know, 
         any time.  We don't have, or our children don't have that. 
          
         Ranald:   Were native women specifically harassed more than 
         other people? 
          
         Elmira:   I think so.  And I still, we went to the white 
         schools, and sometimes we were called names, that my mother 
         would have to go to a minister and have it spoke out in the 



         church, what was going on.  And at that time people went to 
         church more.  So he would tell them and the parents knew about 
         it then, and it would be stopped.  And my sister and I, we went 
         to work in a town -- we didn't go for walks in the evenings, we 
         stayed in, just sat up on the balcony.  But our children now 
         have it really different, if there's any trouble, it's far 
         apart.  My boys had no trouble going to school, high school.  
         Any trouble, it was... sometimes it was caused from getting 
         into trouble.  
          
          
         Ranald:   Who tended to give you a hard time? 
          
         Elmira:   Well, we'd be going to school among white children, 
         and we'd be the only two native children in the school.  And 
         some were friends but it's... children are like that, you know.  
         One will start something...  Today, today they will pick on 
         their own if he's retarded or crippled, or something.  The 
         children in school will harass that one more than...  One will 
         start it and then they will all do it.   
          
         Ranald:   This must have been somewhere outside of Alderville.  
          
         Elmira:   Oh yes.  I wasn't always on the reserve; my father 
         would take us off and do a job somewhere, you know.  We'd go 
         home every two years, live at home.  We had a home on the 
         reserve, you know, but he might just bundle us all up in an old 
         car and go.  And we'd start at school.  It's that way now with 
         retarded people over here in Grandma Lees, some boys killed a 
         retarded man over there.  He used to just come in for 
         cigarettes, candy bars, and he smiled at people, and they beat 
         him to death.  That was just last year I think.  See, one 
         starts it and it seems to...  But we don't have that same 
         trouble, not anymore.   
          
         Ranald:   Would adults give you any trouble? 
          
         Elmira:   On no. 
          
         Ranald:   Did you ever feel that you had any trouble about 
         housing, and jobs, or anything like that because you were 
         native?  
          
         Elmira:   No.  Only thing we ever worked at was domestic 
         service, you know, because there wasn't enough jobs when I was 
          
         young, it was a different...  You could go to school and become 
         a teacher -- you wouldn't get a job, not because you were 
         Indian, it was not that many...  Maybe about two schools in the 
         township or something, you know.  One room school on the 
         reserve with one teacher.  It was pretty well that way all 
         over, one room schools, one teacher.  We used to work as a 
         nurse, but I don't think we liked that, they'd try to get us as 
         nurses.  But it was very easy working at a hotel or summer 
         resorts; and we liked going in the summer resorts.  My sister 
         and I, we used to go all over, each summer we'd take a 
         different place.  Of course, that was about 1928, '27, '26 



         before the last Depression.   
          
         Ranald:   Why do you think...  What was the change in wartime?  
         Why were people treated differently after the War, or during 
         the War?  
          
         Elmira:   I don't know whether it's all these new groups coming 
         in.  There isn't so many of one group, there's all kinds, I 
         think, I don't know.  
          
         Ranald:   With different immigrant groups and different 
         languages? 
          
         Elmira:   I think that's helping along some.  The only thing I 
         find nowadays is look at the commercials, commercials on T.V.  
         I never see very many native people in the commercials.  And 
         when the Queen come, brought the constitution to Ottawa, I was 
         very badly hurt there and several others were.  They invited 
         students to eat luncheon with the Queen; there was no native 
         children among those students, and we've got the students right 
         in Toronto, going to Toronto University.  They weren't invited, 
         any native students.  But you could see in the paper who was 
         invited, three of one kind sometimes.  From one group of people 
          
          
         there'd be three.  So I said it to one woman, a friend of mine, 
         she said, "I noticed that myself.  Do you think we should 
         write?" I says, "It's all over, why write?"  I guess maybe we 
         don't take enough fight in us, like the other groups will fight 
         for...  But you will notice that yourself if you watch the 
         television.  You didn't see our children honored very much.  

't 

nald:   A couple of other things I wanted to ask you about 

Can 

mira:   Well, every native with status, you know...  There's 

to 
 

used to work for a man, in Oldsborourgh(?), and his wife.  
t 

 

         And we're just the same as any other group -- we've got 
         couples, and slow people, and educated people.  And I don
         know; there's an awful lot of native people in Toronto, you 
         know.   
          
         Ra
         that you mentioned in the other tape.  You talked about 
         interest money once or twice, receiving interest money.  
         you explain to me about the interest money, what it is, where 
         it comes from?  
          
         El
         money in the Ottawa; we have a share of money.  It's from your 
         taxes and resources, lumber, and mining; anything so many 
         inches under the ground.  That comes, we get a little from 
         that, and I guess we get the interest off of that.  We used 
         get a lot of it every... twice a year, but it's a way down now. 
         We have more expenses than we had then.   
          
         I 
         You see, he retired and I did housework for him.  And differen
         mornings he came down, he'd get his breakfast, and he says, "I  
         feel really good today."  "Well, that's fine," I said, "Why is 
         that?"  "Well," he says, "I just feel like, as Bob Chisholm 

om         used to say, I never was so happy since he bought Oakville fr
         the Indians for a bottle of whiskey."  So I never said anything 



         for a while.  I said, "Mr. Windler, you can tell Bob Chisholm 
         he's wrong."  I says, I guess he's dead but the Chisholms 
          
          
         there, they built Oakville, you know.  I said, "Because he's 
         still paying for Oakville and so are you."  He says, "How the 
         hell is that?"  I said, "Every time you pay your taxes we get 
         so much of it."  And I said, "You only have surface rights on 
         this property."  "How can that be?"  "Well," I said, "read the 
         deed.  You only have surface rights."  I think it's eighteen  
         inches above the ground.  It used to be now I could be quoting 
         something that's sold out or something.  So when I went up 
         again he says, "You're right, Mira, I only got surface rights.  

u 
 

wasn't 

 

nald:   There are a couple of other things I wanted to ask 

mira:   Well, the Six Nations, the Iroquois, the head tribe 

nald:   And you were talking about making Indian cookies you 

mira:   Oh, it was something, something formed like a tea 
  

         I might as well sell this place and buy a damn highrise."  
         "Well," I says, "I just missed it...  You know," I said, "yo
         weren't putting anything over me when you kept saying about Bob
         Chisholm."  I said, "He's fooling you.  He may have, the way 
         you shake hands and close the deal.  He may have closed this 
         deal with a  bottle of whiskey.  Because," I said, "how much, 
         how far would one bottle of whiskey go to for a whole tribe of 
         Indians?"  I said, "You've only got to open your eyes and see 
         what's going on around you."  "I never knew that," he says.  
         "Well," I said, "now," I said, "we own quite a lot of the land, 
         and anything from the government," I said, "Lands and 
         Forests..."  So he never said that to me any more.  It 
         bothering me, but the Chisholm family, you know, they weren't 
         that great.  I said, "I even doubt if it was Bob Chisholm."   
          

. Windler come from Newfoundland, and he had something to do         Mr
         with the Noranda Mines, and he retired.  He used to make little 
         copper ashtrays, and wristbands, you know, with copper.  But he 
         often kidded me about that after.   
          
         Ra
         you.  Your father-in-law called Jack 'the boy of the Seven 
         Nations.'  What did he mean by that nickname? 
          
          
         El
         are Iroquois.  Well, my mother is Iroquois.  And he called me 
         Six Nations.  Well, I married Malcolm McLeod, and he was 
         Ojibway, so he used to say I had the only boy with Seven 
         Nations.   
          
         Ra
         were eating at the Six Nations reserve, and I wondered what 
         Indian cookies was? 
          
         El
         biscuit.  It wasn't like now, it wasn't sweet, awfully sweet.
         And it might be about half, not quite a half an inch thick.  
         And they were kind of sweet and light.  I just made it years 
         ago before they had...  They weren't a rich cookie.  I made, 
         they asked us to donate some cooking, some home cooking for the 
         boys in Guelph Penitentiary, or Correctional Centre, whatever 
         the name is.  (telephone rings)  I was saying they asked us to 
         cook for the boys in Guelph.  And they used to go, Bobby Woods 



         used to take loads of people over there.  So I came home here 
         and I had a little girl who was staying with me.  I didn't have 
         any flour and I had a box of this Bisquick, and I've never used 
         Bisquick.  So I thought I would make some, like a tea biscuit, 
         heavy like maybe bannock with raisins in it, sugar and raisins.  
         I put the sugar and raisins and put them in the oven, and they 
         were real flat.  They tasted all right -- this little girl 
         thought they were cookies.  She says, "We're making cookies for 
         Uncle Mel," -- that's my husand.  "Oh," I says, "he'd love some 
         of those cookies."  Anyway I took them down and I got a couple 
         of the older ladies to taste them.  I said, "Well, I made 
         these."  They said, "Sure, they taste like the Indian cookies."  

 

nald:   What was your mother's name before she was married?  

nald:   B-A-Y?  Where, her family was from Caughnawaga, is 

mira:   Yeah. 

nald:   But she was born off the reserve? 

's near Mazana 
 
 

nald:   Was that name from her mother's family, or her 

mira:   Her father's, her father was John Bay.   

being 
d was 

mira:   No, I wonder what it was.   

  

mira:   No, I haven't talked of my mother very much.  But 
 

         So I said, "I thought I was going to make tea biscuits."  So 
         they told me what to do.  And if I use that kind of thing again 
          
          
         I'll use my own way.   So I took some other stuff down, I sent 
         the tea biscuits.  And I told Bobby, "Tell me how they liked 
         them."  When Bobby come back he says, "Some of them had two in
         one hand and eating one with the other hand."  I says, "That's 
         not true!"  But they are, Six Nations are great to make Indian 
         tea biscuits.   
          
         Ra
          
         Elmira:   Bay, Catherine Bay.   
          
         Ra
         that correct?  
          
         El
          
         Ra
          

mira:   In Cloyne.  Cloyne, Ontario.  That         El
         Lake.  I think today -- Jack was down to that reserve with a
         group of people, and it seems they could tell who were related
         to the Bays, but the original name is pretty well, it doesn't 
         exist.  It's not the name Bay, but descendants of Bays.  And I 
         know one Bay, a cousin of mine.  
          
         Ra
         father's family?  
          
         El
          

nald:   Okay, you were telling me about somebody          Ra
         French.  I thought it was your mother's father who you sai
         French.   
          
         El
          

nald:   I must have gotten confused.         Ra
          
         El
         there is French/Indian that time there.  He was taken in that
         reserve as an interpreter, I think, I don't think, because 



         they're very fair people.  And they gave him that space in 
         Cloyne, I don't know how many acres.  They just settled there 
         instead of on the reserve. 
          
         Ranald:   But he was Indian himself, was he? 
          
         Elmira:   No, he was an interpreter.  He had really white hair 

nald:   What was your mother's mother's family name?  Do you 

mira:   My mother's mother?  

nald:   Yes. 

nald:   Last week after we turned the tape recorder off you 

mira:   Well, we worked on the farms out here, and we'd all 

m 

 

nald:   How did he come to be down in Ontario? 

mira:   Oh, we all rambled away, we come out to pick fruit, 

nald:   Is there still much farming around here or is it all 

mira:   Not, there's only one I think, one farm.  I think up 

next 

         and it was so curly, when I remember him last. 
          
         Ra
         know?  
          
         El
          
         Ra
          
         Elmira:   I think her name was Laporte, she was from Golden 
         Lake.  My grandfather, all the families have some Mohawk in 
         them.  My mother could say her prayers and everything in 
         Mohawk.   
          
         Ra
         were telling me kind of a funny story about leaving your house.  
         Can you tell me that again?  
          
         Elmira:   That wasn't true.  That was just a joke that a bunch 
         of people wanted me to tell.  That was just a joke.  
          

nald:   How did you meet your husband?          Ra
          
         El
         gather around this little place.  There was a snack bar where 
         they sold pop and that and we all gathered there at night.  
         You used to think there was an Indian reserve, so many of the
         around, you know.  From that place some of them walked home 
         with you, get to know each other.  And Bruce walked home with
         me.  But he's the first one I ever knew from Cape Croker.  Got 
         a lot of brothers.  
          
         Ra
          
         El
         you know, pick apples.  Well, it used to be just swamped with 
         Indians.  It was a fruit area; started with strawberries right 
         through to apples.  You could work all summer, there was corn, 
         and beans, and potatoes.  If you hired on a farm they could 
         stay there all summer and never stop; hoeing and weeding...  
          
         Ra
         settled?   
          
         El
         around (inaudible) there's lots left, farmers there.  
         (Inaudible)  And I had a brother, three of our family all 
         drowned in 1939.  My mother was feeling kind of bad so the 
         year we came up -- trucks would go and pick them up, you see.  
         And if you want to go back they take one back, and anyone wants 



         to stay, they're on their own.  So we brought my mother up and 
         we never went back.  It's easier in a new place, you know, and 
          

u meet new people.   As long as she's down there she was          yo
         grieving after her boys, you know.  So she liked it here, so we 
         just stayed.    
          
         Ranald:   When did you make your decision to actually stay?  
         When you left home were you planning to return, or...? 
          
         El
  

mira:   We didn't know, we just came and... like, my sister 
       was there.  And we went on up to, from here when everything was 

 bus 
o 

, 

itory, it seems like 
 up settling in one 

out 
ven years ago we moved here.  But we were in Clarkson all 

e you living in Clarkson? 

 if you were 
rking for anybody, they'd...  I was married here in St. 

.  We were married one year and I 
d John, 19--, I've been married thirty-two years.  I had a 

         finished we went up to work in the canning factory, Canadian 
         Canners.  Picking grapes and all that.  So the fall and spring 
         we survived, and we wrote a letter to one of the farmers, and 
         he came up and got us and brought us back.  If you were a good 
         picker they would all want you, you see.  And my mother and I, 
         we were very hard workers, because we had a living to make, no 
         one to keep us, and we worked awfully hard.  I used to start as 
         soon I could in the morning and I'd stay right out there.  And 
         my mother would go in and maybe bring me a sandwich and cup of 
         tea, and I'd never leave the row, I'd stay right out there.  
         Some, it's like a holiday, they just come and make their living 
         and go home as broke as they came up, but they had a lot of 
         fun, you know.  We used to all go to Oakville on Saturday 
         night.  The only place I've since returned to Clarkson.  And 
         there would be one, and they'd want to come home around the
         terminals, so they'd bring out one bus, we called it the bus t
         Clarkson.  Anyone going to Clarkson board this bus.  So we 
         started to call it the Indian bus, we were the last ones got 
         off... it turned around and went back to Oakville.  You know
         we could have fun with anything there.   
          
         Ranald:   Your lifestyle seemed very trans

u moved around a lot.  When did you end         yo
         place?  
          

 Oh, I never moved from Clarkson since 1940 until ab         Elmira:  
         se
         that...  From 1940 we were in Clarkson.  
          
         Ranald:   And where were you living? 
          
         Elmira:   Pardon? 
          
         Ranald:   Where wer
          
         Elmira:   Oh, you could rent little places, or
         wo
         Mary's Church in Port Credit. 
          
         Ranald:   When was that?  
          
         Elmira:   1959, I think, no
         ha
         silver wedding after twenty-five years.  We finally bought a 
         little house in Clarkson, but we sold it to give Morley his 



         share when he got married.  
          
         Ranald:   What did your husband work at? 

. 

ou see, he was very badly 
unded, he couldn't go into a construction job or hard work. 

hrapnel.  It was all on his 
gs and face, and knocked his teeth out.  When he first came 

o, 
I 

it picking? 

t... I 
nt a couple of days a week to Oakville.  Just to get out, you 

 you working at Oakville, or just going to...? 

. Windler worked.  And he paid me a little bit of money, and 

 my 

 

  Were they people from Cape Croker too? 

 Are there two brothers?  

ven brothers in the army. 

t?  

ormandy Beach, I think.  Jack 
n tell you all about it.  And the two brothers, you never see 

          
         Elmira:   He did maintenance for the O.P.P
          
         Ranald:   When did he start that? 
          
         Elmira:   Since we were married.  Y
         wo
          
         Ranald:   This was in the War?  
          
         Elmira:   He was badly hit with s
         le
         home he was, there was a bone graft here, and that was all 
         covered, you didn't know it, (inaudible).  But he worked, he 
         left the reserve there, it was a real investment he paid int
         you know.  So I'm getting them now or I wouldn't exist here.  
         could be even... we made small wages, but then he looked after 
         me, you see, when he was gone.  He paid into all these 
         insurance farmers, and... whatever the O.P.P. -- down at the 
         (inaudible) he got these term benefits.  
          
         Ranald:   When did you stop working at fru
          
         Elmira:   After I got married.  I didn't work.  I didn'
         we
         know, and... 
          
         Ranald:   Were
          
         Elmira:   Working, I was doing housework.  That's where that 
         Mr
         what I made I could go to Loblaws and carry it home under my 
         arm.  But oh, I guess, if I wanted to give my sister a gift I 
         had my own money, or if ever I wanted to buy something for 
         somebody else I didn't use my husband's money.  There was two 
         boys wounded in the same battle, my brother and his brother,
         husband and his brother... Pat was hit on the hand, and then 
         Mel stood up to take that out of him, and he was knocked down 
         then, the next one.  And there was two killed, two people from
         home.  
          
         Ranald: 
          
         Elmira:   Yes.  All brothers.   
          
         Ranald:   What were their names? 
          
         Elmira:   Two brothers killed, and two wounded.  There was 
         se
          
         Ranald:   What battle was tha
          
         Elmira:   My husband was in that N
         ca



         two brothers usually in the same outfit.  But that's what it 
         is, if they both could be killed but if they're in different 
         regiments, one might survive.  There was one killed in the 
         Falais Gap, and there was one killed in (name).  And that one 
         that got hit on the hand, he came home and he went back to 
         Korea.  Another one went to occupied Germany.  My father-in-law 

ig, 

s, they 

 high 

id you continue to have a lot of contact with native 
ople in this area after you stopped working as a fruit 

Oh yeah.   We had them all around us where we lived, 
e farm there, you know.  Visitors from Toronto.  No, you never 

d my sister passed away, I felt kind of lonely... my mother 
 

king 

up out here, we used to go down 
 the Psychiatric Hospital in Toronto. Did you ever go there?  

he 

, 

         was a veteran of two wars, and one daughter, so they get a b
         they acquired a name as a military family.  That's my  
         mother-in-law there laying the Silver Cross wreath in Ottawa.  
         That's the one that has more than one son killed oversea
         lay that Cross, the Silver Cross.  If you got a son killed you 
         get a Silver Cross, and she had two Crosses.  That's Mr. 
         Trudeau there and Mr. Michener, and Stanfield, and Mr. 
         Diefenbaker -- they were all there.  That's Trudeau with a
         hat on.   
          
         Ranald:   D
         pe
         picker?  
          
         Elmira:   
         th
          
         lose contact unless you want to.  And after my child grew up 
         an
         was gone.  So I went to the Native Centre one night, there was
         a dinner.  Do you know Hettie Sylvester?  There was a dinner 
         for Hettie, something she had done.  I think she won the medal 
         of doing something good for people, she won this medal, I 
         forget what you call it.  So we went up to this dinner.  I knew 
         Hettie when she worked on the farms out here.  So I was tal
         to them and they asked me to come up and join the Auxiliary.  
         So I went up the next meeting and joined the Auxiliary and  
         I've kept going every since.   
          
         I used to belong to a little gro
         to
         Used to sing for them, play music, dance with them.  So I kind 
         of got away from it after I started to go up to Toronto, 
         because I realized that I was the dishwasher.  They all had 

 had          something to do after the cookies and tea was served.  You
         to leave the kitchen the way you found it, so I'd be out in t
         kitchen...  Maybe one of the inmates would come and help me -- 
         all the other ladies had something to do -- go and braid 
         someone's hair, or write her a note.  And we used to get the 
         White Christmas ready, you know, doing parcels for all the...  

en,          We'd ask for donations, scarves and mitts, wallets, and th
         you know, ladies... something they couldn't break and hunt 
         themselves -- necklace or fancy scarves.  So we'd go down and 
         put them all in boxes and tie them up.  So one day I realized, 
         "The hell with this!"  If I'm going to be the dishwasher I 
         might as well be it downtown."  I used to help another group 
         wrap, roll bandages.  We'd get old flannelette blankets, 
         someone washed them, disinfected them and we'd roll them for 
         the Cancer Society.  There's a (inaudible).  I don't know 

 me         whether that still exists.  One of them still comes to see
          



          
         I used to work with her.  Whether they still have that on the 
         go now, there's so much disposable things made, you know.  I 

ways kept busy, I was going to join the Ladies' Auxiliary in 

 
.  

mira:   There was Margaret Eagle in there, and...  It's hard 
ght off, you know, Angus Argus.  

ere was a man who just went to Wikwemikong, the Seniors' Home 

.  And him 
re after forty years, since they saw 

ch other.  He was from Killarney.  His name is John Saginaw.  

 so 

ving in it?  Where was that?   

was there a lot of 
that? 

nald:   All around? 

mira:   They all had a little house in the back.  You'd keep 
living in that... you know, you got help 
on, you see.  And we lived in one, went 

         al
         the Legion -- my husband belonged to the Legion, Canadian 
         Legion.   But he told me I would be sorry.  He said, "You'll 
         hate to be around when they're boozing.  Everytime you serve a 
         banquet," he says, "they're going to be all into it."  I used
         to go the bingos and help at the bingos, you know, collections
         But I never was alone, I never lacked, I could always mix with 
         people, you know.  I never felt...  Your native people don't 
         push.  If they think...  We'll wait until we're invited and if 
         we're not invited we don't think anything about it.  We just go 
         on about our own business.  We have our own little clubs, and 
         that, and look after our children fairly well.  I used to see 
         some very old men and ladies that I knew out here in Clarkson, 
         in Toronto.  There's some of them in that Wigwamen there.  I 
         used to know them out here when they working in the fields.  
          
         Ranald:   Who are they?  
          
         El
         for me to think of them ri
         Th
         there -- they've got a home there for native people. 
          
         Ranald:   Where is that? 
          

mira:   Wikwemikong, that island, Manitoulin Island         El
         and my husband met down he
         ea
         He got in pretty bad shape, poor old John.  I should get his 
         address and send him a card.  Him and I always kidded each 
         other.  If there was any music going on, he'd pull me on the 
          
         floor and we'd dance.  He was always lots of fun, and he got
         sick.   
          
         Ranald:   What was the neighborhood that had a lot of Indian 
         people li
          
         Elmira:   What's that? 
          

nald:   The neighborhood in Clarkson,          Ra
         Indian people living in 
          
         Elmira:   No, just farmers had, it was all farming. 
          
         Ra
          
         El
         your help right there, 

ght through the seas         ri
         there when Jack was a baby.  We rented it, it was built for a 
         hired man, Stanley.  So they didn't have a hired man any more 
         so we rented that and Jack grew up in that little place, until 
         everything got to be so crowded one day I said, "Look, if we 



         can't do something about this way we're living, I'm going down 
         to Toronto to live with Mert, and I'll bring Jack every morning 
         and he can go to school and I'll go to work in Oakville.  I'll 

 

 

 the other.  And every Saturday you done windows and floors, 
d every Christmas we'd put on a coat of paint.  And under the 

ne you rented?   

I'd 

mira:   I don't know.  John grew up there, went to school 

nald:   Where was that one?  

le 

, 
an people around there?  

ll was, that's the 

finery, and that used to be the B.A.  And Morley, my other 

in 
. 

s.  

         pick him up at night.  I'll store this stuff in a garage."  I 
         knew these people had a garage.  "I'll get a garage and store 
         my stuff in there.  And Malcolm you can stay at the police 
         station, there's a kitchen there and bed; and Morley you can go
         and rent out."  Following week, we had a house.  We had a nice 
         house to move into.  Malcolm said, "You should have got your
         dander up long ago."  "Well," I said, "wait for you."  It was a 
          
          
         small house.  You had to start every morning right from one end 
         to
         an
         beds there was store, things stored; so if you wanted to clean 
         under the beds you moved things.  Clothes closets were so full 
         they were bursting.  
          
         Ranald:   Is this the house...  This wasn't the house you 
         bought, this was the o
          
         Elmira:   That's the one we rented.  You know, to this day 
         go back to that little house. 
          
         Ranald:   Is it still there? 
          
         El
         from there.   
          
         Ranald:   When did you move into the other one, the one you 
         bought? 
          
         Elmira:   Ten years, I think, maybe twenty years ago. 
          
         Ra
          

mira:   In Clarkson.  It's called Park Royal, a litt         El
         subdivision.  
          
         Ranald:   Were there still...  When you moved to that area
         were there Indi
          
         Elmira:   Not too many, just this one farm had native people 
         because it was the last farm.  And it sti
          
         Haig farm, they have a fruit market.  If you ever went along 
         the highways...  That oil refinery, it's called the Gulf 
         Re
         boy, he's been there since...  He's been there about twenty- 
         nine or thirty years.  He went from school, he went right 
         there.  He does accounting.  He's had so many promotions now..
          
         Ranald:   How big a place was Clarkson when you first moved 
         there?   
          
         Elmira:   It's hard to tell you that, because there were farm



          
         Ranald:   Was there a town centre at all, or was it completely 
         a township? 
          
         Elmira:   There was a town below the railroad tracks, there's 
         a post office, and store, and a station and business section, 

d things like that.   

g and...  I 
arkson.  Come 

wn here to the R.C.; that's why Malcolm and I were married 

ed 
t 

, and highrises, and... it went up too fast.  This is  

t 

d 

, in Port Credit.  It's not too big, and...  Morley was 

uble 
 a 

mira:   They were farmers yet they weren't the kind of farmer 
 know.  We would call them (inaudible), 
  They weren't like the old horse and 

DE B) 

nald:   This is tape number RT 82.6, side B.  A continuation 
rview with Mrs. Elmira McLeod, at her home in 
ga, on July 28, 1982.  I am Ranald Thurgood. 

mira:   ...they all had cars and tractors.  It isn't like the 

         an
          
         Ranald:   And then the city grew up around it.  
          
         Elmira:   After a while they'd got churches goin
         think there was nothing but a United Church in Cl
         do
         here because he belongs to the R.C. church.  So they built it 
         in Clarkson, built Catholic schools, and more schools.  I don't 
         know what they'll do with all those schools.   
          
         Ranald:   Mississauga grew up pretty quickly, didn't it?  
          
         Elmira:   Well, lots of land to sell, and people that want
         their own homes they bought out here.  And subdivisions wen
         up
          
         Mississauga, but still they call it Port Credit.  Clarkson is 
         Mississauga; I hated to see the old names go, you know, bu
         that's the way it goes I guess.   
          
         Ranald:   You've been a country person all your life.  How di

 city around you?           you feel about this area becoming a
          
         Elmira:   Well, where I am now is just like the country, not 

wanted          too... it's a nice little place to settle, if a person 
         to
         smart, he sold out and he went up to his wife's town.  And 
         where he lives they've got to buy an acre and a half of land, 
         so they will never be too crowded there.  He's got a big do
         garage, you know, two children.  At Clarkson was always more
         different class of people.  
          
         Ranald:   How's that? 
          
         El
         you would think of, you

u know, on your own.         yo
         grain farmers, cows, you know.   
           
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          
         (SI
          
         Ra
         of an inte

ssissau         Mi
          
          
          
         El



         farm you might think of -- dairy farms.  There was the odd 

 
ak 

 
 

 

mira:   It was Fletcher, the Fletcher family.  They had 
r place.  Some 

aces the Indians really made those farms, you know, working 
hat 

 time?  

t say.  My dad would have been about eighty.  
 used to come up here as a young man and work out on the 
rm.   

in 

 
ax me to come to Toronto.  And I even have a form here to 

ral 

.  

u 

ut 

th 

         dairy farms but not that many, it was all fruit farmers.  I 
         think all the people I knew up around Clarkson are dead.  All 

nd          those, as I would say, farmers; I think they're all dead.  A
         their farms are gone, their houses are gone; tore down some 
         beautiful homes, big brick homes, you know, that the old 
         pioneers put up.  Great big homes made entirely different from 
         this, you know.  Oak doors and natural oak.  The stairs, when
         you went upstairs, the bannister that came down would be o
         hardwood.   Completely different.  I know I used to go...  This 
         old couple I knew they were, grew asparagus.  They used to call
         him the "Asparagus King."  And they were one of the first ones
         to build out there, and their home was...  You went in there, 
         you know, you just sat and looked at it -- stained glass, the 
         top windows, you know.  It was mostly wood, and brick on the 
         outside.  And they just knocked them all down, gone into 
         subdivisions.  You would think they'd leave that, because a lot
         of people would love to retire in that house, you know.   
          
         Ranald:   What was the name of that family?  
          
         El
         people on their place, had many people on thei
         pl
         on them year after year.  I know people older than my dad t
         used to come up here and work.  They're all dead now, of 
         course.  
          

hey          Ranald:   How old, how old would that be?  How old would t
         be at that
          
          
         Elmira:   I couldn'
         He
         fa
          
         Ranald:   Did you have to adjust much, or go through much pa

ea turned into a city?          as the ar
          
         Elmira:   Oh no.  What do they say, deliver what comes 

ve in Toronto, a lot of people         naturally?  I wouldn't like to li
         co
         fill out, but I don't think I'd qualify.  I'm not a natu
         Torontonian, you know, I'm out of Toronto.  Where you these 
         here low rent houses, you know.  I don't (inaudible) the rent
         I talked to Mattie Howe last week, at the Centre there, one 
         day.  Do you know Mattie Howe?  She's very good to people, yo
         know, she works hard for them.  But I told her, I said, "I 
         don't think there's any use me looking."  We were talking abo
         Wigwamen there, you know.  But I don't think I'd want to go to 
         Toronto.  It's hot in there.  I've cooked in there when you 
         could hardly stand it.  We'd take fans in there and 
         (inaudible), and before we serve it, we'd have to just cool 
         down, put on a white uniform.  Now I wonder if it was all wor
         the while.   
          
         Ranald:   Is that right? 



          
         Elmira:   Of course I'd b
         couldn't work, I wouldn't 

hat will I do when I ha

e bored to death, you know.  And I 
work out any more.  I used to wonder, 
ve to stay at home?"  I had these jobs 

e back.  My husband got sick of me 
all working.  Jack, Jack worked in 

e Post Office for seven or eight years.  Morley was making 
 

ation at Cape Croker since you left there? 

eces down there, you know, in that region.  And they come up 

t I 

 
 a hard place in the winter.  If you didn't get food in 

used 

         "W
         in Oakville, they were rotated.  Like two days a week I'd go 
         around every other week.  And when I put in my notice for two 
         weeks, that two weeks couldn't come fast enough.  I said, "I'm 
         going to stay home look after my own house and family."  So, 
         some of them wouldn't (inaudible) they thought, "Oh, she'll 
         stay."  But I didn't. 
          
         Ranald:   When was that?  
          
         Elmira:   Oh, quite a whil
         going out.  See, they were 
         th
         good money and my husband was working.  I didn't need to go to
         work, all I needed, just say what I wanted and I got it.  But 
         as I say, that's before I went the Centre, and it got me out 
         for the day, away from home.  But after I started to go the 
         Centre, I didn't... 
          
         Ranald:   Did you keep a lot of contact with Alderville, and 
         your husband's reserv
          
         Elmira:   I went home nearly every weekend down to Rice Lake, 
         Alderville.  And they still come here to see me.  I've got 
         ni
         two or three times a year, Carla and Suzanne.  And we never 
         went to Cape Croker -- maybe three or four times a year.  Bu
         always kept...  you'd think it was different like I used to... 
         they all got  Christmas cards.  People thought they were 
         getting cards from my husband and he never knew they got a card 
         -- I would sign the 7ards and mail them out, give something to 

give          my mother-in-law.  And after Christmas he'd say, "Did you 
         anything to Mama?"  I'd say, "Did you?" "Well, I thought you 
         would," he'd say.  "Well," I said, "I did."  It's very nice to 
         hear.  Were you ever up there? 
          
         Ranald:   I've been by it, I've been up to the (inaudible).   
          
          
         Elmira:   Right now they're right on the Georgian Bay water, 

u know.   It's rocky, but it's much cooler, too.  It used to         yo
         be
         ahead, it was quite tough going.  The road would fill up, you 
         know.  So finally they got a snow plow going in and out.  Of 
         course, all these reserves are getting more help than they 
         to get.  They're all on welfare, they haven't got... it's 
         easier now to give them welfare, and help them build houses.  
         But you don't see any of the older buildings anymore on the 
         reserve, they're all torn down.  They're better off on the 
         reserves than they are out here.  Only, I guess some of them 
         want a different way to live, maybe, I don't know.  
          
         Ranald:   Did you and your husband retain your status?  
          



         Elmira:   Oh yes.  I have land down there, you know, I got 
it.  

t that's for John (inaudible).  There was a man phoned me the 
 

"  

or 

t 

mira:   Alderville, I call that home.  My husband died, I 
ll take me to Cape 

m 
.  

is area change your attitute, 
ange your lifestyle?  

 

dy in Toronto wanted me to have a Sarah Coventry party -- 

  

 

 in 

en the rent went up, they got a senior citizens building.   

  
don't even know that lady in the corner there.  But I'll tell 

pped 

         about twenty-five or more acres with a great big bush on 
         Bu
         other day, he wanted to buy it.  I said, "I hate to sell you
         that bush lot for what you're offering me."  And I said, "I'm 
         not stupid.  Did you ever find out what a cord of wood was 
         worth in the '30s?"  "Well no," he said, "so much around here.
         "Well," I said, "a   single cord is about $80., a double cord 
         would be double that."  So I said, "I'll hang on that bush f
         other things.  And I said, "What's more you'd want to watch the 
         bush or else people are stealing wood all over."  They just go 
         in and cut it, you know, some don't know the difference.  They 
         think it's a vacant lot and...  So I said to John the other 
         day, "Do you want to sell our lot down there, John?"   Morley 
         would get real sauced if I sold it.  Some day, you know, they 
         might sell the reserves out.  And you'd get big money for tha
         land.  So we'll sit on it till we get it.   
          
         Ranald:   Where do you consider home now?  
          
         El
         sent him back to Cape Croker.  Maybe they wi
         Croker, maybe Alderville I don't know.  The reason I sent hi
         to Cape Croker, there is a Catholic cemetery on that, you see
         And his people are all there; cheaper for them if I send him up 
         there, so they come and got...  
          
         Ranald:   You lived in a pretty small community until you moved 
         down into this area, I guess seeing the same people a lot of 
         your and so on.  Did living in th
         ch
          
         Elmira:   No.  The only thing was that I didn't, the friends I
         had in Park Royal I just forgot them.  There was a couple of 

imes, you know, but...  There was a          them come to see me somet
         la
         that's where they sell jewellery, you know.  I said, "I haven't 
         got enough cronies out there."  And they said, "Why can't you 
         go and pin them on the doors?"  I said, "I don't know anybody 
         in my apartment."  And that's true, I don't know anybody now.
         "What about where you used to live?"  I said, "I left them and 
         I wouldn't like to call them in to do me a favor."  But I said,
         "I'll get enough."  So I called a lady I know, she was always 
         my friend, and she brought three or four women, a car load.  
         And I got a hold of Joan, Morley's wife, she brought some 
         Japanese ladies, and I had two or three -- I had more than I 
         could accommodate.   
          
         But in this building I just never... I used to talk to them
         the laundry, you know.  I had one old couple, but they moved 
          
         wh
         So they said, "We thought you'd have lots right in that 
         apartment."  I said, "No."  Well, some people don't, you know.
         I 
         you some very odd...  There was two little boys lived at the 
         very end, and Jack used to speak them, you know.  They ra



         on the door one morning, woke me.  He  says, "My mother wants 
         to borrow a piece of butter."  A long time ago since we 
         borrowed, you know.  Oh sure, cut a piece of butter.  But 
         they're gone, too, somewhere, people don't stay long in these 
         buildings.   
          
         Ranald:   Is your identity as a native person important to you? 

yes. 

ow it's just my father and mother were 
 I'm that before I'm anything else, I'm Ojibway.  
hn to be the same way, "Remember you're 

ibway." I'm Ojibway.  So I don't know, I guess I don't like 

 you 
 

mira:   I might, I might say "hello" in Ojibway, you know, 
 

e, very 
y people.  That's why I say, you never push to join any 

d 

 
 
f 

 these things 
?  

 

 
 brought the real corn bread, and they didn't want it.  But 

          
         Elmira:   Oh, 
          
         Ranald:  Why? 
          
         Elmira:   I don't kn
         that, I think;
         And I taught Jo
         Oj
         people that...  I know a lot of people that won't -- a native 
         person that would pass me on the street and not look my way.  
         There is three families in here we don't associate with,
         see.  I guess we're waiting for one to speak first.  And I have
         been in a bus, or the go-train, and there's a native get on 
         after me and they never sit with me, they walk on, and they're 
         either alone, or with someone else.   
          
         Ranald:   Would you tend to go and sit with another native 
         person if you saw someone there who you didn't know?  
          
         El
         and they'd answer you.  That's all they need is one word.  I
         don't know, they're shy people, you know, they still ar
         sh
         group, or if we're invited we might think about it first.  I 
         used to have my own, I had a group of Euchre players -- I love
         to play Euchre -- so we had about two tables.  Some women from 

 a          Burlington, and also in Clarkson, and we'd play Euchre once
         week, and we'd all pay so much money, you know.  There's so 
         much money a head, and we'd go to the restaurant and have a 
         dinner of our own.  Even if it was a hot beef or something, you 
         know, at that time.  Next time... we all got a prize... whoever
         had the party got the prizes.  And you kept your score and at
         the end of the game the highest score all went...  But some o
         them still come here to play Euchre at night, you know, two or 
         three of them.  It got so... when I was very bad here with... I 
         thought once I was very... I couldn't go to the table, I 
         couldn't do anything.  But now I really like to get in there 
         and make a pie for Jack, or a nice Sunday dinner and get Morley 
         down.  I'm coming back to my own life again.   
          
         Ranald:   When we've been talking, you've told me about a lot 
         of traditions that you were brought with; things like cooking, 
         storytelling, crafts, celebrations.  Do you keep
         up
          
         Elmira:   Not in my home.  But my husband and I done...  Him and
         I used to eat once in a while they way we ate at home, but the 

eren't interested.  We went up with Six Nations once and         boys w
         we



         we ate it, we kept it, you know, we'd warm it up.  But the way 
          
         the meals we'd want to eat, I guess maybe you ate the same 
         thing, it wasn't Indian meal, we used to eat salt pork.  And 
         I'd say, "I'm so hungry for salt pork."  So we'd go looking for 
         it; we might get a little bit in one store and I'd buy that.  

 

 
 

 

oup.  Johnmy cake and maple syrup.  
d we'd make, if I had the time I'd make a rice pudding, or a 

 

t 

e in a while (inaudible).  You have to have 
mething (inaudible), you just kind of get away from them 
bits.  Of course Johnny cake is... anybody made that.  But 

st 

tell them now?  

u 

nald:   Here is a brief pause while I got up and shut the 

e 

ady usually the father and mother or two men, they'd 

         The way we used to make it was brown flour, fry the pork and
         then fry it in onions and then make brown flour in a pan, and 
         put water in it, and put that with the meat.  And then we'd 
         cook potatoes with the jackets and I'd make bannock.  And him 
         and I ate the meat -- the boys didn't want it.  Jack might eat
         a bit.  And when I said I didn't mean Indian cooking, that corn
         soup and that, you know.  That kind went out of fashion years
         ago, but in the Centre here we got... the seniors who used to 
         go to different... they'd have these craft shows maybe at the 
         public library, or some school, or some library and the seniors 
         are always asked to cook.  
          
         And I always had moose meat in the freezer -- Morley was a 
         hunter and he'd go and get a moose, you can freeze.  So we'd 
         make moose meat stew, corn s
         An
         wild rice casserole.  And we'd sell the soup by the bowl, and
         you should see the people just scream to get that, you know.  
         And I'd put out a call to different ladies in Toronto -- would 
         they donate bannock to the seniors?  They'd have a whole box of 
         bannock from them.  So I'd go through the crowd, and they're 
         mostly teachers, and I'd take it and, "Anybody want to buy a 
         bannock?  I'll sell you a bannock for a dollar."  And the 
         teachers would take it and they'd teach the kids, and they'd 
         tell the kids, and then they'd break a little piece and give i
         to the kids.   
          
          
         At last there are more Indians cooking, you know.  Jack and I 
         make bannock onc
         so
         ha
         they seem to associate us with corn.  I had yellow corn in 
         that, you know, just to taste.  And then maple syrup, so we 
         just buy maple syrup for the children.  A lot of that was ju
         exaggeration, you know.   
          
         Ranald:   How about storytelling?  You told me a lot of 
         stories.  Did you tell those stories to your children as they 
         were growing up, or do you 
          
         Elmira:   Well, the children seem to hear a lot of it, yo
         know, people talk.   
          
         Ra
         window to eliminate the sound of the children whistling 
         outside.  
          
         Elmira:   You know about the wild rice.  Well, it grew on Ric

at          Lake just like a field of oats or something.  And when th
         rice was re



         put up a camp on Sugar Island, put up this tent, and gather 

o 

d 

 

t for to gather the rice.   But there's no rice on Rice Lake 

 Ottawa, 
at they call the Rideau River.  Sombody phoned out here and 

mera here and watch him.  So they said, "How about a wild 
e 

g, 

w 

ust go along with the 
imes.  I don't regret 

mira:   Oh I think so, yeah.  I think so.  Everybody's got 

         this rice -- it only lasts for maybe two weeks and it's all 
         finished.  It used to be kind of fun.  My sister and I used t
         make apple pie, and bannock, and we'd go across there and sell 
         it for the little meat pies and one thing and another.  They'
         all come out and buy or order for (inaudible) and we'd say, 
         "The day after tomorrow."  Some of them would say, "We'll give 
         you rice."  So I'd say, "Sure, we'll take rice."  I had my 
         father then, you see.  And some of them gave us more, it was 
         worth more, what they gave us, than if they'd have given us  
          
         $.25 for a pie -- we'd get a great big bag of rice.  So we'd
         have rice for the winter, we could sell it.  But I can still 
         remember those tents, you know, all along in a row.  Camping 
         ou
         anymore, I don't know what killed it, something killed it.  
         They do get it you know, but... (break in tape).  
          
         Ranald:   (Inaudible) we moved here at Mrs. McLeod's request.  
          
         Elmira:   But they do get it, they go way down near
         wh
         wanted John to cook some native dishes.  He'd put up a movie 
         ca
         rice..."  I said, "We could make a wild rice casserole.  Mayb
         I could make a Johnny cake, or a bannock for you."  I said, "A 
         nice light bannock goes nice with maple syrup."  I sent up to 
         the mall for -- at the Health Food -- and for a little wee ba
         about eight ounces, I paid over $10. for it.  And I called them 
         up and I said to John, "If they don't reimburse us for this 
         food..."  It was the Star paper, you see.  And I said, "I'll 
         make all this rice pudding up, and rice casserole or whatever."  
         I said, "You can't get your camera in my kitchen."  "Well," he 
         says, "you can have it made.  We'll come out and John can sho
         it and give the recipes out."  And then he said, "We'll taste 
         it and go home."  So I called up said I couldn't get the rice.  
         I said, "Get Verna Johnson, she's very good at demonstrating."  
         Well, they wanted John, but we didn't do it for them.  If 
         they'd have reimbursed us for that rice, but I didn't want to 
         ask them.  Mrs. Johnson did something for them; I called up and 
         asked if she could get Jack off of a hook.   
          
         Ranald:   What do you feel has been the big event that really 
         affected native people in your lifetime?  That meant big 
         changes for native people on the whole. 
          
         Elmira:   I don't know.  The people in this part of Ontario, 
         southern Ontario, and I guess particularly around London, 
         there's a lot of them up there...  They j

mes, I think, just go along with the t         ti
         leaving anything, it was too hard.  We have it easier now and 
         more than we ever owned.  
          
         Ranald:   Do you feel that native people are generally going 
         through the same kind of changes that everybody else is?  
          
         El



         electric stoves now, they got fridges, and deep freezers, 
         washers, and dryers; they're keeping right up.  
          
         Ranald:   There seem to be a lot of things happening, a lot of 

nce; 
 I was a boy I 

uld never see a native person wearing any kind of traditional 

for 

 

to live, and they got to live 
own anymore.  They got to get 

ndian Affairs, it's all our own people 
 there now, mostly.   And in the Indian reserve councils, and 

 
ey 

  
of 
nd 
ause 

you know.  That's the only 
oblem that I have.  I take medicine.  But I often think, 

" 

         changes in native culture in the last few years.  For insta
         I'm thirty years old and I've seen a number, when
         wo
         dress, or feathers, or bead work, or anything like that.  And 
         now in Toronto you see all these young people dressed up.  And 
         there's all these land claims being touched and different 
         things, and religious revival.  What are your feelings about 
         the kinds of things that people are going through today?  
          
         Elmira:   Well, I'm telling you I'm seventy-one, and I never 
         seen an Indian costume on the reserve -- till I come up here, 
         went down to Ontario Place and there was Indian days there 
         a week, I think, I think it was a week.  And they had there 
         great big dances, Lake of the Woods, and Johnny (inaudible).  
         My husband and I went down, I just sat looking.  Sometimes we 
         would have a costume, my mother would make a costume for us.  
         And some of them are trying to go back to the old religion. 
          
         Some of it's not going to last, what they're trying, and some 
         that will.  And there seems to be a lot of land claims.  I 
         don't know, and there's a lot more being educated.  There's a
         lot of educated Indian people now.  Down in Alderville it's a 
         must, they've got to get it.   
          
         Ranald:   Why is that? 
          
         Elmira:   Well, they got a life 

 they can't make it sitting d         --
         something going.  Like I
         in
         I don't think there's any... there isn't any Indian Agents.  
         That Jack Lukes(?) the teacher, he wound up being a school 
         inspector, you know, travels to see the schools.  I went to 
         school with him.  And I think he taught school... Morley... I 
         know when he was twenty-five years teaching down in Alderville
         -- we used to go home a lot if anything going like that.  Th
         had a celebration for Jack and we all put into a purse.  And 
         there was this lovely watch given to him and this purse of 
         money.  Band got in as many of his old pupils as they could 
         call back, had the main, at the first table, with him.  He 
         taught quite a while after that.  He married a nurse, the 
         community nurse, he married her.  They had a beautiful home.
         As I say, they've all got nice homes.  My husband and I sort 
         got this man -- we was going to build.  We put for a grant a
         we got it.  But he took sick and now I couldn't go home bec
         it's too far from the doctor.  
          
         Ranald:   Did you have health problems of some kind? 
          
         Elmira:   Well, I got diabetes, 
         pr
         "What if you took a stroke really quick, or something?
          



         Ranald:   A few times while I've been interviewing, you've 
         brought up the issue of adoption, and it seems like it must be 

bout 

them... don't like the Children's Aid very much.  Not 
at they're not good, or that, but they lose their identity.  

t 
, 

h, it's made into apartments.  Well, they said 
, and there was no park close by where 
n for exercise.  

was a Bible College.  
was another one there, 

ne was for the 
ys and the other for girls I don't know, but there was two of 

t 

y don't...  You've seen them at the Centre 
on't bother anyone, like, they won't 
't make them say very much.  If 
 they don't feel like telling us, 

         very important to you.  Can you talk to me a little bit a
at?           th

          
         Elmira:   I often wish for children's homes, with just native 
         children in there.   I don't... an awful lot of us don't like 
         sending 
         th
         And I have talked to quite a number of them, and if there are 
         other kids in that home where they take them in, like foster 
         homes -- the other kids aren't very nice to them.  They take 
         them in more or less, I think, for the money they get out it.  
         I've heard some -- I won't repeat them, not on the tape -- but 
         I've  heard some very cruel things from some of these kids tha
         are fostered out.  I asked why they didn't keep that dormitory
         you know, on Wamma(?) Road.  They sold that dormitory right at 
         the back.   
          
         Ranald:   In Toronto?  
          
         Elmira:   Yea
         there was no playground
         the kids could go and ru
          
         Ranald:   Was this part of the Native Centre?  
          
         Elmira:   It was, but they sold it.  That 

ere the seniors' apartments are, there          Wh
         a dormitory there, right in the back.  Whether o
         bo
         them there.  Used to be, anyway.  I think in the future they 
         will, because they're getting old seniors homes more now than  
          
         they used to.  The seniors will be all in the one building.  
         There's one in Brantford, there's one in Windsor, and there's 
         one, they're building one, I hear, in Blind River.  Jack thinks 

ey're building one in Rama.  But they may have to take          th
         outsiders to make it pay, you know.  Or from many reserves, no
         just their own.  I had to put my mother in a nursing home, 
         which I wouldn't have had to do if... if at that time if I'd 
         have had a nice place for her.  And if there was a nice 
         neighborhood home, it would have been so nice in there, and she 

ors          would have felt much better, you know.  Because our old seni
         has one mind and one way to live. 
          
         Ranald:   And how's that? 
          
         Elmira:   Pardon? 
          
         Ranald:   And how is that? 
          
         Elmira:   Well, the
         there, at Wigwamen.  They d
         pass an opinion.  You couldn

ey seen something happen,         th
         they keep out of it.  They're nice old people, they've worked 



         hard, you know.  It's time they do realize.  Do you know Mrs. 
         Saulter over here?  
          
         Ranald:   No I don't. 
          
         Elmira:   She's from Six Nations.  She's eighty some years old, 

t there are some are older, here.  They used to go someplace 
ligious.   

ome of the people from north 
tario, and, well, the other reserves further north?  

h.  I 
ways liked going back to Peterborough, even for a day.  I 

 
n 
 

d 
at... 

 

o 

 
we 
ver 

 I guess so.  And it still isn't over.  And there was 
 wonderful (inaudible) it was made of (inaudible) way 

udible) just like 
naudible), you know.  And they talked, and they showed movies 

         bu
         (inaudible).  Deeply re
          
          
         Ranald:   Do you think that you had an easier time adjusting to 
         living in non-native society than s
         On
          
         Elmira:   Maybe I did.  I just had to when I was a child, and 
         went to so many different schools.  And I was able to go to 
         work, I used to go to Peterborough, lived in Peterboroug
         al
         used to take the train, I guess it's still there, like a little
         go-train, went down in the morning and back at night.  And whe
         Myrtle was alive, her and I would go just for a day down there,
         because we both worked there all our lives until we...  The 
         reserve is a nice life, you can make a nice life on the 
         reserve.  And you can do anything you want down on the reserve. 
          
         I think they're coming down from the north more than they use
         to...  There was one time here we were trying to fight th
         Wesley, waters up in the Wabigoun, English, Wabigoun River, and 

anley Lake, and the Rapids.  They came to Toronto for help.           St
         The children up there were not developing.  The mother eating  
         that mercury, it went to the children if they were pregnant.  
         So naturally the white people said, "They're drinking, that's 
         alcohol."  Well, I don't think an Indian consumes any more 
         alcohol than anyone else.  But they notice, you notice one.  As 
         I used to tell John, "Don't ever become a thief -- you take one
         thing," I said, "you're like a little black chicken in a white 
         flock, you're numbered.  Where these white people, there's s
         many of them, one can do that and they never notice.  They can 
         just sit back in the crowd.  So don't ever do anything to 
         cheapen yourself."  And he didn't, he went along very good.  So 
         we got Japanese people -- well, I had nothing to do with it, 
         but whoever the head people, you know, Japanese, right from 
          
         Japan.  It was all that (inaudible) from the water.  I guess 
         from bombs falling in the lake, and the waters down here.  And
         they came up and brought teachers with them, and films.  And 

nt over to the Buddhist Temple and put, made a school(?) o         we
         there.  
          
         Ranald:   Bring in doctors too?  
          
         Elmira:  

e most         th
         up there in northern Ontario, (ina
         (i
         with children just laying there, you know, going, never stop, 
         or wherever they were set, there's no life to them.  And the 



         Japanese don't, the Japanese aren't alcoholics, they don't 

ut 

l, but 
 

 you tell us where the Buddhist 
  

monos and they were affected -- the bomb.  Or they got some 

ad 

 

le... look at them old men on the streets, they 
nos, nothing ever ails them.  They just sleep in 

e 
to 
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         drink alcohol.  A few of them smoke but their own, whatever 
         they got.  And they told the whole story.  And that's what it 
         is, "If an Indian dies, he drank to death."  But it was that 
         poison water from Dryden, I think.  I think they got help, b
         they're still in it, and some of the mothers have gone right 
         down to nothing.  I think they were, the government was very 
         cruel with them women.  So then they, the fishes were 
         (inaudible), people's food would stink, so the government put 
         in great big freezers, and they put fish in there.  And of 
         course they couldn't eat the fish from the water.  So we were 
         afraid maybe the fish was caught in the old place at al
         it was all right, they were tested, the government tested.  But
         I don't know how they've made out since then, whether they've 
         got any better or not.   
          
         But the Japanese teachers and they ate our food.  And going up 
         to that temple we just couldn't find it, we'd meet different 
         Japanese, we'd say, "Could
         Temple is?"  "Oh no, no, no.  We don't know."  They don't know!
          
         I guess they belong to other... but you'd think they'd really 
         know where it's at.  So they, they were nice and helped all 
         they could.  Those Japanese there that... they were wearing 
         ki
         of that from the bomb and it's printed right in their skin 
         still; they're still alive.  Well, that's what some of them h
         to put up with, a thing like that, you know, with the 
         government going in there to investigate, and they have to come
         out here.   
          

 Who          And that's one of the problems, "We drank!  We drank!" 
         don't drink today?  I think some of them that drink are the 
         toughest peop

ll them wi         ca
         the subway where it's warm, or down under the City Hall.  Giv
         them a dollar they get a bottle of wine -- I'd never sell it 
         them!  Do you think of that?  Although drinking is a problem 
         for some of the native people, it is a problem.  But I think 
         it's loneliness.  You go into a beverage room and everybody's 
         friends, having a great old time.  If you haven't got a glass 
         of beer you'll soon get one sent to your table.  And I think 
         that's what takes them...  
          
          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
         (END OF TAPE)     
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