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         Evelyn:   The following is an interview with Hersel Green of 
         Six Nations.  The interview is being conducted in the Goulding 
         Room of 315 Dundas Street East, on July 18, 1983, by Evelyn 
         Sit.  
          
          
         Evelyn:   When and where were you born? 
          
         Hersel:   I was born on the Six Nation Reservation, May 9, 
         1932.  
          
         Evelyn:   Do you have an Indian name? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes I do.  My Indian name is Gunishea(?) and that 
         means "Turtle" in the Mohawk language. 
          
         Evelyn:   Who told you about this? 



          
         Hersel:   My grandfather told me years ago, from the Longhouse. 
          
         Evelyn:   How were these names given? 
          
         Hersel:   They were given by the chiefs of the Mohawks.   
          

rsel:   No there wasn't. 

elyn:   And how was it done? 

e is 

elyn:   Who was involved?  Was it just your family members?  

had heard 

elyn:   Was it important that this be done? 

ause you would 
d 

your family?  Did you have any brothers 

ave five sisters but I had one brother that got 

What were their names? 

rsel:   Well, my oldest sister was Marie; my second sister 

elyn:   What was your home like?  Were your parents strict? 

rsel:   Yes, in a way they were, you know, what do you call 

 

         Evelyn:   Was there a ceremony? 
          
         He
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   It was done by -- what do you call it -- by the 
         chiefs saying that this tribe is the Mohawks, this other on
         Bears, and the other ones is supposed to be the Fox.   
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   No, it was all from... the people... all from the 
         reserve, you know, from the reserve that it was done by, by 
         the...  It was... the history of it was done from the chiefs 
         and more from the Longhouse.  And from, far as I can 
         understand, from our great-great-grandfathers that we 
         about this.  
          
         Ev
          

rsel:   Yes, it was important to be done bec         He
         know what clan you was when they called you to... when they ha
         a ceremony... that you would know what clan you was.  And then 
         you'd be ready to be on your feet, be on your feet ready to... 
         when they call you.   
          

elyn:   How big was          Ev
         and sisters? 
          

rsel:   I h         He
         killed.   
          

elyn:            Ev
          
         He
         was Virgina; and my third sister was Ida; and then Hersel, 
         that's me; and Laverne was my next brother [sister], and 
         Loretta was my other sister.   
          
         Ev
          
          
         He
         it?  Well, when we was small, they were kind of strict so that 
         we couldn't go out and, you know, play with other children; so 
         there would be no trouble with us, with the parents, with the 
         parents, with the other parents.  And we were told to stay away
         from children down home, because you used to get in trouble and 
         then they'd blame you.  And that's why my parents were a little 



         strict, so that they couldn't say it was their children that 
         did this.   
          

elyn:   Co         Ev uld you describe then, how did you play?  

rsel:   Oh, we, most of the time... my mother said, "We got 

rsel:   No, it is because my parents were more strict and 

rsel:   Oh yeah, we had...  When my grandfather was alive, we 

ere did the chores and stuff.  We were working outside and my 

elyn:   So what did you do? 

rsel:   Most of the time my job was feeding the pigs, and 

elyn:   You said you had cattle, did you ever... 

rsel:   Well I had to, well I had to milk the cows and then, 

elyn:   The girls didn't do any of this? 

rsel:   Well, they'd have to, in the harvest time they had to 
 

elyn:   What do you mean by 'do it by team's'? 

hay and stuff 

elyn:   Oh I see, okay.  What did you do on a typical day 

          
         He
         fifty acres here," she says, "you can play around in the yard 
         there," she says.  And then if the other children comes to play 
         with you, we had to be good with them and everything.  And she 
         didn't want no trouble with other children, so we got along 
         with them.  It was our strictness to be home, you know.  We was 
         always told to stay home till we growed up. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was this typical of most children? 
          
         He
         stuff.  My parents were more strict and... that we wouldn't be 
         in trouble with other children. 
          
         Evelyn:   What were the roles of men, women, and children in 
         your family?  What was their function in the family?  Did the 
         children have chores? 
          
         He
         did have cattle, and horses, and pigs, chickens, ducks to look 
         after.  And we had to do our chores, me and my other brother 
          
         th
         sisters were working... was in the house.   
          
         Ev
          
         He
         chickens, and the ducks, and gathering eggs, and feeding the 
         animals.  
          
         Ev
          
         He
         what do you call it... we used to churn it and make... and sell 
         milk, and make butter at home and stuff, and then... 
          
         Ev
          
         He
         help us draw hay and stuff in, you know.  And when it come haying
         time they had to come out and help us draw hay and stuff.  They 
         go with my dad.  We used to do it all by team, there.  And 
         that's the way we lived down home. 
          
         Ev
          

rsel:   Well, we had, you know, we had to draw          He
         in by, with horses, you know.  Horses, that's what I meant by 
         saying team. 
          
         Ev



         yourself, besides chores? 
          
          
         Hersel:   Oh, I used to go...  Well, when I got a little older 

rsel:   Oh yeah, I been to... trips to Detroit, I've been to 

rsel:   No, this when I had become the age of 21. 

elyn:   Did you go to school on the reserve? 

elyn:   And what were your teachers like? 

 the school. 

 language? 

ool.  
just spoke it when I was home with my parents and my 

 they go by numbers.  
 school was Number 3 School. 

nt to? 

e you taught? 

ke Geography, Social Study, 
d like about the trees, about the leaves.  Then we used to go 

s 

         and stuff I used to play ball for the Mohawks, you know.  And 
         sometimes just laying around, that's all.  
          
         Evelyn:   Did you ever make any trips outside of the reserve? 
          
         He
         Niagara Falls, Buffalo, and southern state of Alabama, and 
         Georgia.  
          
         Evelyn:   Was this when you were a child? 
          
         He
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   Yes I did. 
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   The teachers were very fine.   
          
         Evelyn:   How were you treated? 
          
         Hersel:   We were treated good at
          
         Evelyn:   Were you able to maintain your native
          
         Hersel:   No, we never spoke the native language at the sch
         I 
         grandfather, and then older people on the reservation.  
          
         Evelyn:   So the school, what's its name? 
          
         Hersel:   It was the, the school I went to,
         My
          

here you lived which school you          Evelyn:   Was it determined by w
         we
          

Yes.            Hersel:   
          
         Evelyn:   What wer
          
         Hersel:   Well, we were taught li
         an
         on trips, on a hike through the fields, through the fields 
         for... there, picking different flowers and leaves from the 
         trees.  And then had to study a little bit about these leave
         and the trees, and the birds, and the flowers.  That's about 
         all. 
          

:   No English and Math?          Evelyn
          



         Hersel:   Oh, there was English and Math, and Spelling and 
. 

 the other students like, were they all 
hawks?  

ell, there were upper-Mohawks and lower-Mohawks. 

elyn:   What's the difference? 

know...  Well, when they have 
doings going, they say upper-Mohawks is... their festival, 

, so 

 their money first, then the 
, like, they draw theirs 

be 

p the people out 
wn home, you know.  It was granted by the government so we 

e 
wer-Mohawks get first choice? 

n upper-Mohawks gets last choice? 

id you attend school? 

ght years.  

         stuff all like that, you know.  Yeah, we had all that to do
          
         Evelyn:   Were you taught any practical things, like how to 
         sew, or how to... 
          
         Hersel:   No, no. 
          
         Evelyn:   What were
         Mo
          
         Hersel:   W
          
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   One is, well, they, you 
         a 
         like, because there's something you'd say like that... they're 
         kind of a history, like, you know.  History of, well... I 
         really don't know how to explain it because it was just a 
         history that... when they were drawn, we used to draw money
         I guess that's... we'd be more, like, be the upper-Mohawks to 
         draw first than the lower-Mohawks.  So I am a upper-Mohawk. 
          
         Evelyn:   So you draw money first? 
          
         Hersel:   No, the lower-Mohawks draw

per-Mohawks draws theirs later on         up
         later on.  Like it's in the same one, but, like, I mean we're 
         like, maybe a week or so behind, because, you know, there's 
         different...  So the lower-Mohawks could get their money first 
         and then they know that they were paid off, and then there'd 
         for the upper-Mohawks to draw their interest money. 
          
         Evelyn:   What's this for, drawing money? 
          
         Hersel:   That there was for payday, to hel
         do
         got that.  It was just given by the government. 
          
         Evelyn:   So the money goes to the people, and th
         lo
          
         Hersel:   Yeah. 
          
         Evelyn:   And the
          
          

rsel:   Last choice.          He
          
         Evelyn:   So, how long d
          
         Hersel:   Till I went to grade eight, I mean ei
          
         Evelyn:   Did you ever learn any Indian games? 
          



         Hersel:   Oh, well, I played a little bit lacrosse. 

 have them sticks. 

yed a little bit of that, and then 
ating and stuff down home, and baseball.  That's about all 

ian games when you were a 
ttle child? 

 there, like in the wintertime, they would have 
is snowsnake.  But that was from all different reserves, that 

ith a... it's a long arrow with 
head of a snake and that's why they call it the snowsnake, 

never played it but I seen it done.  And I guess it is how 
r... the one throws the farthest, you know, they win, win 

e 
 

ral history?  What did your great- 
ndfather do, and so on? 

d was that 
ow, for the 

andparents?  

e of your tribe? 

ve? 

t means?  Mohawk, do you know how it 
t it's name? 

can't answer that, because it was all we know...  

          
         Evelyn:   What's that? 
          
         Hersel:   You know, they
          
         Evelyn:   Oh, lacrosse. 
          
         Hersel:   Lacrosse, I pla
         sk
         the sports that I played and learned.  It's funny why always 
         down there, there was nothing else. 
          
         Evelyn:   So there was no special Ind
         li
          
         Hersel:   Well,
         th
         you have that game down there. 
          
         Evelyn:   How do you play it? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, it's an arrow w
         a 
         and it travels just like a snake, they throw it.  And then, but 
          
          
         I 
         fa
         prizes or something.  But I don't know what's the prize becaus
         I wasn't -- I just seen it, I didn't stay around.  But that's
         just, like, a winter game.  
          
         Evelyn:   What is your ancest

andfather do, and your gra         gr
          
         Hersel:   Well, my grandfather he...  Well all he tol

 mostly just worked all the time and stuff, you kn         he
         farmers and stuff.  That's all he ever told us.   
          

 great-          Evelyn:   So he never mentioned anything about your
         gr
          

didn't.          Hersel:   No he 
          
         Evelyn:   What is the nam
          
         Hersel:   The tribe?  The Mohawks. 
          
         Evelyn:   And the name of your reser
          
         Hersel:   The Six Nations. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you know what i
         go
          
         Hersel:   No, I 



         It was... when we were kids that... we never heard no history 

serve.  And then she picked out a guy by the name of Joseph 

o 

rsel:   Brantford, why it's got its name.  Because there were 
 its name. 

rsel:   Yes.  

 How big was your community? 

rsel:   Oh, it's supposed to be...  Well they say, I heard 
ver from the 

uth to the source.  So I don't know how big that is. 

rsel:   Oh, I'd definitely say... maybe... 

elyn:   Over 2,000? 

  

elyn:   Can you describe the reservation? 

.  And, well, now 
ago it was all log 

uses, and roads were gravel roads, all gravel.  And that's 

elyn:   What was the chief's name when you were young? 

rsel:   The chief down there was Chief James Martin, James 

There was, well, there's been so many chiefs down 
nd Stanley 

         how it come there... so that's how we know it.  It was more how 
         we understand now that Queen Victoria come to the reserve and 
         that's why she is the one that named it the Six Nations 
          
          
         Re
         Brant, so when the war broke out, the First World War broke 
         out, in 1914, she promoted him as a captain.  And that's why 
         they have a monument down home of Joseph Brant.  And he was t
         become... down home as a captain, and they have a monument of 
         him as a captain, but this was done by the Queen. 
          
         Evelyn:   So that's why it's got it's name... 
          
         He
         Brants down there, and that's how Brantford got
          
         Evelyn:   And Queen Victoria gave the name of Six Nations? 
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   Okay. 
          
         He
         them say down there, it runs from the Grand Ri
         mo
          
         Evelyn:   But how many people would you say? 
          
         He
          
         Ev
          

rsel:   Oh yeah, it would be around 2,000.          He
          
         Ev
          
          
         Hersel:   Well it's bushy, lots of bush there

's all new homes down there.  A long time          it
         ho
         about all there... down home anyway. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was there a chief on your reserve? 
          

rsel:   Yes there was.          He
          
         Ev
          
         He
         Martin.   
          
         Evelyn:   And who were the chiefs after that? 
          

rsel:            He
         there now...  There was Chief Richard Isaacs, a



         Benever...  Well, I can't remember all the chiefs.  We got a 

n?  Was 

o vote for him, if he gets so many numbers and then... 
       They have two chiefs to, you know, to have to vote for; and 

ditary? 

elyn:   What was the duties of the chief?  You don't 

rsel:   No, I can't remember that. 

o you...  Who else was important on the reserve 
sides the chief?  

rsel:   There was nobody else. 

ctor. 

lassified as a Medicine 
n, Indian Medicine Man?  That gave out herbs and roots and 

elyn:   Do you know what some of their herbs and roots were?  

ver bothered with that.  I used to 
ar them say, "This is a Medicine Man, he can cure you if you 

ke, a doctor down there, as I would class, you know,...  Not 

n 

elyn:   Did they dress any differently? 

         chief down there, he's the youngest chief they had, is 
         Wellington Statts. 
          
         Evelyn:   When you were a child how was your chief chose
         he...  
          
         Hersel:   We have to have an election, and if he gets so many 
         people t
  
         whoever gets the most numbers becomes the chief. 
          
         Evelyn:   Was it always this way? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes, it was always done that way. 
          
         Evelyn:   It was never done by here
          
          
         Hersel:   No. 
          
         Ev
         remember? 
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   D
         be
          
         He
          

e Medicine Men?          Evelyn:   Did you hav
          
         Hersel:   Yeah, we had, like, a do
          
         Evelyn:   But you never had anything c
         Ma
         things?  
          
         Hersel:   Oh yeah, we had some down there, a few of them down 
         there, but not too many. 
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   No, because I ne
         he
         got some kind of a disease."  They always had pretty near, 
         li
         a native, but he'd be a certified doctor. 
          
         Evelyn:   Do you know the difference between bad Medicine Me
         and good Medicine Men? 
          
          
         Hersel:   No I don't. 
          
         Ev



          
         Hersel:   No, because I never bothered with them.  Because we, 

 parent, never bothered with things like that.  They never 
hem talk about 

 

elieved in it, you know, that we 
ith 

   No, no. 

were. 

managed... that... my dad used to get 
t and work for the farmers.  And he made an effort.  Once in 

 always give him some 

tatoes, you know, like vegetables. 

fected by the 

rsel:   Yes, they were pretty well all the same. 

 though you grew things on your farm? 

 one could make a living on 
e reserve? 

         my
         heard them talk about anything... I heard t
         things like that but they'd just say... a guy's going to come 
         into some place and give them some Indian medicine or 
         something.  That's all that we knew.  My parents never told us
         anything.  If we got sick we'd go to the doctor, to the 
         certified doctor. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did most Indian families feel the way your parents 
         did about Medicine Men? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, I guess they did.  I guess there were some 
         that, there was...  I can't explain, they believed in it and 
         it's only that we never b
         always stayed away from it there.  We just never bothered w
         them. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did your, was your family affected by the War?  
          
         Hersel:
          
         Evelyn:   Were they affected by the Depression? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes they 
          
         Evelyn:   How was your family affected? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, they just 
         ou
         a while they'd give him money, but they'd
          
         grub, grub or something, you know, some fruit, you know.  Well, 
         he'd work for them and then they couldn't afford, the... the 
         farmers couldn't afford to pay so they'd give him, like, 
         po
          
         Evelyn:   So it was sort of a bartering system. 
          
         Hersel:   Yeah. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did most other families... were they af

pression?           De
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   Even
          
         Hersel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   You were still affected? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   What were some of the ways
         th



          
         Hersel:   Well, they used to grow wheat, corn.  That's pretty 
         well all they did. 
          
         Evelyn:   So your family's occupation was in the farming too? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did you have any sort of modern conveniences? 
          
          
         Hersel:   No. 

elyn:   So you didn't have any sort of cars? 

ell, after we growed up we did, but when we were 

elyn:   Was there any family on the reserve that had things 

rsel:   Some people.  Some, yeah, there was some.  Some 

elyn:   Such as? 

ve a car down there.  And finally some had a little better 
 little better, that's all. 

rsel:   There was just pretty well all walking.  

rse and 
eighs down there, and horse and wagons down there; but mostly 

aring the hide?  

 would catch some muskrats and take them 
me, skin them, and then we'd hang them out on the line for 

en, you know.  Then you'd have the hide ready to go and sell 

          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   No, w
         small we never had nothing. 
          
         Ev
         like this?  
          
         He
         people had a little bit more than the next person, you know.  
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   Well, some had cars down there -- the odd one would 
         ha
         homes, and dressed a
          
         Evelyn:   So the types of transportation that existed on the 
         reserve was mainly walking.  Was there any... 
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   Horses and things? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, once in a while.  Well, there was ho
         sl
         transportation was on foot. 
          
         Evelyn:   You did some trapping, didn't you? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes.   
          
         Evelyn:   Can you describe the process of prep
          
         Hersel:   Well, we
         ho
         the day.  And then after, the next day, you would press them 
         th
         to the town.  
          
         Evelyn:   So where did you sell it to? 
          

 we sold it to a fur company in Brantford.          Hersel:   Well,
          



         Evelyn:   How much would one go for? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, them days we got $12. for one hide.   
          
         Evelyn:   Was there anything else you caught? 

stuff 
t hide was worth 

mals, their cows, 
de... 

elyn:   And what would you do with the money? 

? 

0. 

elyn:   And this was when? 

hat would be around in the '50s.  They'd be more 
w.  

       Evelyn:   Did you feel like it was fair deal? 

buyer, you know.  We'd say, "Well, we're selling this 
w to this white man."  That's what we call them down there, 

 sold our stuff 
 the white people, you know.  

 

       Evelyn:   So just every cattle you sold was the same price? 

 prices, you know, all 
pends.  Well a calf would be less, and a steer would be a 

 and a cow would be a little bit more money.   

 

t 
ll a 

          
         Hersel:   Well, moose, some rabbits, and pheasants and 
         like that, but that was to eat.  Oh, and rabbi
         then maybe $2., take them to the same place. 
          
         Evelyn:   So how did farmers usually invest their money? 
          
         Hersel:   Just by selling their cattle and ani
         horses, pigs, and chickens and stuff.  That's how they ma
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   Well, buy yourself food and clothing and stuff.   
          
         Evelyn:   So how much were, say if you sold a cow
          
         Hersel:   Well in them days they were I'd say maybe around $5
         for one.  
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   T
         no
          
  
          
         Hersel:   Well, it seemed to be all right to sell it to a 
         cattle 
         co
         the buyers.  But they were buyers but we mostly
         to
          
         Evelyn:   So when you sold your cattle, was this determined by
         any factors, by their set of teeth? 
          
         Hersel:   No.  
          
  
          
         Hersel:   Oh no, it was all different
         de
         little bit more,
          
         Evelyn:   Did you have any sort of festivals on your reserve?
          
         Hersel:   No I don't think so.  Not that I know of. 
          
         Evelyn:   Any sort of, so you didn't have any sort of powwows 
         or anything like that? 
          

rsel:   Oh yes.  We used to have one about once a year.  Tha         He
         was held at our place on the reservation, we would ca



         sweegan(?).  And we would have it at the Community Hall. 

the Indians all doing every kind of dance 
d stuff, and they, you know...  And sometime you hear the 

, "Oh, the Indian did a dance.  He made it 
in," and stuff like that.  (laughs)  

important to your 
mily?  

rsel:   Oh, that would be the... Queen Victoria's birthday, 
 that would be it.  When they gave the bread and 

n 

d then she took this Indian man and promoted him as a 

are 

stumes on, Indian costumes on and march... a band, Indian 

twelve different schools down there.  So they'd 
ve children all marching from school, like the Number 1 right  
 Number 12 school, see.   

rsel:   No, that was only done May 24.  

elyn:   Did you have Christmas? 

e had Christmas. 

elyn:   So how was Christmas celebrated? 

t?  Well... have lots to eat 
parents were more religion, 
ts and stuff in the morning, 
were small my dad used to go 

          
         Evelyn:   A powwow? 
          
         Hersel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   What took place at the powwow? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, like 
         an
         white people say
         ra
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
          
         (SIDE B) 
          
         Evelyn:   What holiday was particularly 
         fa
          
         He
         down home,
         cheese out.  And that's when I was telling you, that's whe
         Queen Victoria come.  That's when she give the bread and 
         cheese, an
         captain of the war, when the war broke out, he was a captain. 
          
         Evelyn:   So, when Queen Victoria Day came, how did you prep
         for this day? 
          
          
         Hersel:   Well, they used to have Indian parade, Indians with 
         co
         band.  Like, they'd have horses, all the wagons all decorated  
         up, and children marching.  Oh, there would be all different, 
         see, there was 
         ha
         to
          
         Evelyn:   So it was quite a big community at that. 
          
         Hersel:   Yeah. 
          
         Evelyn:   Did you do this for any other holiday? 
          
         He
          
         Ev
          

rsel:   Yes, w         He
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   Well, what do you call i
         and stuff like that, I mean...  My 

u know, and we'd give out presen         yo
         and stuff like that.  And when we 



         and my mother used to go to town, and tell us to go -- 
s)  That's how it 

s when we were small, and say that Santa Claus is coming.  

 the border free, the Indians, 
ey would drop the chains, that was the Indian celebration 

 
s all the celebration. 

 

redit.  I don't know of any 
hers.  

ve Indian food? 

, corn soup, that was all. 

rsel:   No.   

rsel:   No. 

elyn:   Did you have any wild things? 

no, I don't think we had anything wild. 

elyn:   So you never had any pheasant, you never ate 

ild ducks.  That's 

elyn:   So you didn't eat the muskrats? 

. 

rsel:   I don't know if I could or not.  I doubt it. 

elyn:   Did you learn any songs, Mohawk songs? 

         Christmas Eve -- to go to bed early.  (laugh
         wa
         (laughs)  We had quite a bit to eat at Christmas time there, a 
         lot of family would gather.   
          
         Evelyn:   So did you ever celebrate any traditional Indian 
         holidays?  
          
         Hersel:   No.  Oh, well, there used to be a parade to go over 
         to the States, and I forget what the name of it was called.  
         That was a celebration crossing
         th
         they'd call it.  That's only what the celebration where they
         had... that'
          
         Evelyn:   So who attended it? 
          
         Hersel:   All the natives from, all different natives that used
         to go over there from different reservations. 
          
         Evelyn:   For example. 
          
         Hersel:   Oneida, Muncey, New C
         ot
          
         Evelyn:   What was your basic diet?  Did you ha
          
         Hersel:   Oh, corn bread
          
         Evelyn:   Anything else like bannock? 
          
         He
          

elyn:   No bannock?          Ev
          
         He
          
         Ev
          

rsel:   Well,          He
          
         Ev
         pheasant?  
          
         Hersel:   Oh yeah, I ate pheasants, and w

out all, and rabbits, that's all.          ab
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   No
          
         Evelyn:   Could you eat a muskrat? 
          
         He
          
         Ev



          
         Hersel:   Some. 
          

elyn:   Can you sing one.  In Moh         Ev awk and tell what it means 

        
rsel:   (laughs)  No I don't know too many songs, you know.  

nging one? 

wk) 

rsel:   That means "I'm," that's the hymn we always sing down 

mmon hymn that most people 
ng?  

k). 

  What does that mean? 

 translated into "The Lord is my Shepherd." 

is hymns.  
Shepherd." 

elyn:   So was that, did that often occur in church where you 

elyn:   Oh I see.  Oh that's interesting.  Were there any 

other time the community got together? 

         afterwards.  
  
         He
         Not ready to answer that one I don't think. 
          
         Evelyn:   Just si
          
         Hersel:   No, thank you.  I would sooner let that go by.  
         (laughs) 
          
         Evelyn:   Well, could you just then say the words?  
          
         Hersel:   (Says song in Moha
          
          
         Evelyn:   What does that mean? 
          
         He
         home, like.  "I'm going home to die no more."  
          
         Evelyn:   So this was just the co
         sa
          
         Hersel:   Yeah. 
          
         Evelyn:   Are there any others like that? 
          

rsel:   Well, there was one (says it in Mohaw         He
          
         Evelyn: 
          
         Hersel:   That is
          
         Evelyn:   Oh so that's... 
          
         Hersel:   That's pretty well all we sing down there 

at's why that is translated into "The Lord is my          Th
          
         Ev
         had English translation translated to Mohawk? 
          
         Hersel:   Yeah. 
          
         Ev
         kind of community get-togethers besides holidays and at Queen 
         Victoria Day? 
          
         Hersel:   No. 
          
         Evelyn:   So no 
          

rsel:   No.          He
          



         Evelyn:   For meeting or anything like that? 
          
         Hersel:   No, there was none. 

 an 

't know.  It would be, like, in the paper, 
at's all.  

.   

rsel:   In Indian, in the Indian paper. 

hey had the Indian paper?  

days 
ell one another if there was something going on, 

at's all. 

elyn:   So it was just through gossip? 

elyn:   Did people talk of heroes or people from other tribes?  

rsel:   Well, when they said that Columbus came over. 

rst, when did you 
rst meet a white man?  You didn't meet Columbus.  (laughs) 

rsel:   Oh, I know.  Oh, after I growed up a little bit and, 

elyn:   Was it a shock to you? 

t 

 big city it was, you 
stuff like this, the C.N. 

wer, and the City Hall, and all the big buildings, you know, 
me to 

          
         Evelyn:   How did someone know if there was going to be
         upcoming event?  Were there posters? 
          
         Hersel:   I don
         th
          
         Evelyn:   Oh, you have a paper
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   Even when you were a child t
          
         Hersel:   No, no they just got it out lately.  But in them 
         people would t
         th
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   Yeah.  (laughs) 
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   No. 
          
          
         Evelyn:   So there's no hero that you... 
          
         Hersel:   No. 
          
         Evelyn:   When was your first encounter of non-natives?  Or 

rst encounter of the white man?          fi
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   Oh, I mean like when was your fi
         fi
          
         He
         you know, when I went to work for them. 
          
         Ev
          

rsel:   No, because I used to see them come to my          He
         grandfather's place in Visto(?), after my grandfather.  Wasn'
         really a shock to me at all. 
          
         Evelyn:   What made you move to Toronto? 
          

rsel:   Oh, they were telling me how a         He
         know.  And what all you'd see and 
         To
         and stuff like that.  So I thought, I said I would co
         Toronto and look at it, some of things, these buildings, you 



         know.  
          
         Evelyn:   This wasn't the first city you went to, was it? 

  When I left Buffalo, New York was my first city to 

elyn:   What was your impression of New York as the first 

rsel:   Oh, being on down home there it seemed...  Like 

ectricity.  And then buildings, seen all these, got buildings 

. because I was on the reserve all the time. 

rsel:   A little bit.  (laughs) 

ew 
rk.  

s your first, what were 
ffalo before you went there. 

where I'm living here in Canada and over there.  
d then the thing crossing the border.  And so when I did 

So I told them I was from the Six Nation Reserve near 
antford, Ontario.  "How long are you going to be over here?" 

elyn:   Buffalo was the first city you went to? 

uff, you know, it looked different.  All together going into 
)  And, you 

elyn:   How did you feel? 

rsel:   Oh, it was...  Well, me and another friend went over, 

          
         Hersel:   No.  This is like, this is the first one I come to 
         like Toronto.  I never been out west or anything like that. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what was the first city you've been to? 
          
         Hersel: 
         stop. 
          
         Ev
         city you saw?  
          
         He
         highways, and streets and stuff, and running water, 
         el
         and stuff.  All... it was all kind of interesting for me for 
         being..
          
         Evelyn:   Were you scared or nervous? 
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   What were the stories you heard about New York before 
         you went there? 
          

ffalo, N         Hersel:   I never went to New York.  I was just to Bu
         Yo
          

elyn:   Oh, Buffalo.  I mean what wa         Ev
         the stories that you heard about Bu
          
         Hersel:   Well, I heard them say that it was different -- it was 
         American -- than 
         An
         cross the border, you know, they ask you where you're from and 
         stuff.  
         Br
         Told them maybe two, three days.  That's all. 
          
         Ev
          
         Hersel:   Yes. 
          
         Evelyn:   What was your first impression of Buffalo? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, down there, like, seeing buses, and lots of 

estaurants and          cars, I thought, there.  And going into these r
         st
         a restaurant and ordered a meal, you know.  (laughs

ow, just stuff like that, that was different.          kn
          
         Ev
          
         He



         we were together.  We said "We're tasting the white man's food 

rsel:   Yes. 

as... I was all right. 

ou could determine the difference 
Indians, and Ojibway Indians, and individuals 
 are the differences? 

ding there... 

rsel:   Yeah, when I walked in there I stopped and I 

e, "You come to this All 
ints Church."  They say like you can get like coffee and a 

em, like, more different complexion... like, just, like... 
fferent action, action than the other 
g is a little different.  And maybe 

in I 
 to 

        

ay, 

se 

e, as soon as you know he's kind of smiling and you look 
 him, you know he's a Mohawk, you know.  That's only how I 

you know. 

t 

elyn:   Did Mohawks make any crafts? 

rsel:   Yes. 

         over here, it's beautiful."  (laughs) 
          
         Evelyn:   So you enjoyed it? 
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   And were you a little nervous or scared? 
          
         Hersel:   No.  I, well, I wasn't scared, no, I wasn't scared 
         because I had a friend with me and it w
          
         Evelyn:   You mentioned that y
         between Mohawk 
         like that.  What
          
         Hersel:   Well, just like when I walked in that buil
          
         Evelyn:   Council Fire. 
          
         He
         looked... and I thought I would see a Mohawk in there, you 
         know, because I was asking for this, tell me where... these 
         people where I'm staying told me to com
         Sa
         sandwich and stuff.  Well I went there, but...  I can tell 
         th
         that they got a little di

tives.  And in speakin         na
         every Indian has their own, but as soon as I would come 
         know if they was Mohawk.  They would have said (Indian word)
         me.  
  
         Evelyn:   Meaning?       
          
         Hersel:   "Hello."  And that's how we can tell them right aw
         because they speak right away.  And because you... that's... 
         I... the way I... there.  And the same when Oneida, if there 
         was an Oneida Indian in there I could have spotted him, becau
         they have a little different action and stuff.  I don't know, 
         when two Mohawks meet they kind of, like, smile, you know, and 
         they'r
         at
         can explain it like that, 
          
         Evelyn:   Ojibway don't smile towards each other? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, sure they smile, but I mean they got a, I don'
         know...  For the Mohawks they got a certain way to twist, I 
         don't know...  Everybody's got the same way, but that's just 
         their actions and stuff.  Well, I mean every other natives has 
         their own actions, too, but...  I just can tell them, that's 
         all.  (laughs)   
          
         Ev
          
         He



          
         Evelyn:   What were their specialties? 
          
         Hersel:   They used to make them, all them boons(?) with 
         pictures on, with the long stick with all kinds of, be like 
         what they call -- oh, I can't think of the name right now -- 

t it's a pole anyway.  I just can't think of it, but sometime 
ther thing, I have a 

ok where I'm staying, I'll show it to you, about a little bit 
s and different Indians, like, from there.  

etime and show it to 
s all different, a lot 

 different tribes too, you know.  When all these other people 
 

w 

 it 
 of a 

rd and stuff like that, or an eagle, you know.  Some picture 
what they call his 
hey say, like, the 

rsel:   Oh it's, well it's just like a face, it's just a 

 And then they, 
 The white people 
ake these beads and 

nds, you know, down there. 

  Even back then or is that more recent? 

 more recent.  But they always had beads, as 
r as I can remember back, anyways. 

 
a place down 
  And they 
white people.  

         bu
         when I see you I will tell you.  And ano
         bo
         about the Mohawk
         It's a history book.  I'll bring it som
         you.  It's not just the Mohawks, but it'
         of
         come in like... well, when they come from England... did the
         white people come from in England and, you know, like when 
         Columbus come here to Canada and all these big affairs. 
          
         Evelyn:   Yeah.  In making this one... 
          
         Hersel:   What do you call this, making, like, these... I kno
         it's a pole but I just can't think of the name right now. 
          
         Evelyn:   But how do you go about making it? 
          
         Hersel:   You carve it out of wood, you get a wood and carve
         out like pictures.  And also...  Like a picture of a wing
         bi
         of an eagle, or a picture of an Indian, 

ce, whatever they call it, whatever t         fa
         Indian's "False face" or whatever there is. 
          

elyn:   What's an Indian's "Falseface?"          Ev
          
         He
         face.  
          
         Evelyn:   A mask? 
          
         Hersel:   Well, it's a mask but they make it out of these 
         wampums, is that what you call it?  Wampums. 

's carved out and stuff and they sell it.          it
         buy it, lots of that and stuff.  And then m
         ba
          
         Evelyn: 
          
         Hersel:   Oh that's
         fa
          
         Evelyn:   When you were a child they had beads? 
          
         Hersel:   They had beads, but they make these other things now, 

 Then they sell it to the natives         so these bands and stuff now. 
         and white people buy it up, you know.  They have 
         there that they make this craft stuff, over there.

ll it to the people, to the natives and to the          se
         White people buy lots of it too, you know.  You know, for 



         ornament or something like that. 
          
         Evelyn:   So these wampums, the wood? 
          
         Hersel:   Yeah. 
          
          
         Evelyn:   You carve... 
          
         Hersel:   Yeah, you carve it out and you got a picture of, like, 

ever really ask them what 
at recommends, but it must recommend something.  But I never 

you know.  And then they 
ust for the people to buy, to sell, that's how 
oney, lots, like that. 

ampum? 

rsel:   Yeah. 

 do you use for making a wampum? 

rsel:   Oh, I guess any kind of wood, you know, any kind of 

rsel:   Yeah. 

fts? 

rsel:   No, that's all that I know. 

 So they are sort of like carved images? 

rsel:   Yeah. 

e those the ones with the black... sort of 

 an eagle, like, there, 
d then it's pole, long, long pole.  Now I don't know what 

from an 
hing like 

at. 

kinny? 

 Maybe maple, I don't know, maybe maple.  That's about 

         an eagle...  And I don't know, I n
         th
         ask them what, I just seen them do it, 
         have it put up j
         they make their m
          
         Evelyn:   Out of this w
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:   Is that the name of the wood or the name of the 
         carving?  
          
         Hersel:   That's the name of the carving. 
          
         Evelyn:   So what kind of wood
          
         He
         tree.   
          
         Evelyn:   So that's the specialty of the Mohawks? 
          
         He
          

elyn:   Were there any other sort of cra         Ev
          
         He
          
         Evelyn:  
          
          
         He
          

elyn:   And ar         Ev
         lines?  
          
         Hersel:   Yeah, it could be.  It's like
         an
         kind of pole that is, I guess it's just, you know, 

dinary, in the hay not a big tree, but one somet         or
         th
          

elyn:   Very s         Ev
          
         Hersel:  

l.           al
          



          
         (END OF SIDE B) 
         (END OF TAPE)     

                     INDEX                 
     
        INDEX TERM          IH NUMBER        DOC NAME    DISC #      PAGE # 

ing               IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      14,15 
                                      
   IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      29-32 

HERSEL GREEN   117      18,19 
REMONIES                                                 

IEFS AND CHIEFTAINSHIP                                   
-election of           IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      12 

                                              

7 

8,9 

,23 

  IH NUMBER    DOC NAME     DISC #      PAGE # 

X NATION RESERVE, ONT.    IH-OT.022   HERSEL GREEN   117      2,10,11,26 
RONTO, ONT.               IH-OT.022   HERSEL GREEN   117      25 

     
     
    AGRICULTURE 
      -farm
    ARTS                 
      -carving            
    CEREMONIES 
      -Powwow (Mohawk)       IH-OT.022      
    CE
      -statutory holidays    IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      19,20,21 
    CH
      
    CHILDREN     
      -work of               IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      4,5 
    CITIES                                                     
      -impressions of        IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      25,26,2
    CLANS                                                      
      -Iroquois clans        IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      2,7,8 
    DEPRESSION (1930s) 
                             IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      14,15 
    EDUCATION                                                  
      -accounts of           IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      6,7,
    FOOD                                                       
      -traditional           IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      21,22
    FUR TRADE                                                  
      -modern                IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      17 
    GAMES 
      -for children          IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      9,10 

EN     MEDICINE MEN AND WOM
      -healing by            IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      13,14 
    NAMES (PERSONAL)                                           
      -naming ceremonies     IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      2,3 
    NON-INDIANS                                                
      -first contact with    IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      25 
    RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY 
      -Longhouse             IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      2,3 
    TRADE 
      -with non-Indians      IH-OT.022      HERSEL GREEN   117      17,18 
     
     
     
         
                                PROPER NAME INDEX 
     
       PROPER NAME           
     
     
    BUFFALO, NEW YORK           IH-OT.022   HERSEL GREEN   117      26,27 
    SI
    TO
     



     


