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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Alex Alexander, aged 72, gives accounts of Treaty #6 which he 
         was told by his grandfather and his uncle. 
         Inter:  How old are you? 
          
         Alex:  I am 72 years old and my name is Na-Pays (Little Boy) 
         and Alex Alexander in English. 
          
         Inter:  We wish you could tell us of the treaty and the 
         promises made with the sun and rivers as they were used. 
          
         Alex:  My grandfather Kaptiko was a chief and he used to 
         sometimes talk of the past and the treaty in particular.  He 
         became a chief at the treaty signing.  They met with the 
         commissioner, the Queen's representative and spoke with him.  
         The promises are the same as I hear today.  You speak of them and 
         the stories are similar all over. The treaty was written with 
         the sun and rivers used to show the strength of the words and 
         written promises.  The people were to be taken care of well by 
         the promises.  The treaty would last that long.  As long as the 
         grass grew was a term also used. They only wanted the land, not 
         the animals as it was the Indian's livelihood.  Kaptiko said 
         this is what they asked him; only the land.  These were the 
         first things he used to talk of when he spoke of this.  There 
         was many who spoke of that big meeting but what went down was 
         the overall consensus. 
          



         My uncle, who's father was a councillor, then said to me that at 
         the end of the meeting, there was one who got up, I forget the 
         name.  He asked the chief if the meeting was almost over and 
         then he said that anything missed would in future remembered, 
         if it was good, would be told and the chief would see it 
         through.  The commissioner wrote that down.  There would be 
         alterations when the time warranted them.  Another told me the 
         paper stating this was known in other places by other people. 
          
         What I have told you is the first thing my grandfather spoke of 
         and I tell you as he did to me. 
          
         Inter:  Before the treaty, did they pray and/or follow 
         ceremony?   
          
         Alex: I do not understand it from the past.  They just gave the 
         land and took the money. 
          
         Inter: What of the lakes and rivers? 
          
         Alex: I never heard of that.  My grandfather said they never 
         gave those as they were used for the livelihood of the people.   
          
         Inter: What of hospitals and medicine and schools with 
         education?   
          
         Alex:  I heard of the school mentioned so that the children 
         would have knowledge in the future. I would think they would 
         have given the hospitals as well. 
          
         Inter:  What of implements for agricultural pursuits? 
          
         Alex:  Later on it happened.  The people were helped after they 
         settled on the reserve and they were taught agriculture. 
          
         Inter:  In your opinion, do the treaty promises still stand? 
          
         Alex:  I would think they should be still strong as they were 
         made in all solemness.  I haven't heard of any of the promises 
         wiped off the paper.  They have done us injustices but the 
         promises were made on the Creator's words as well and that 
         should deter any total break of the promises.  The Queen 
         promised these things.  My grandfather used the words that her 
         arms were long and her breasts big to feed her children with.   
          
         Inter:  Were the grasses, trees, and mountains given away too?  
          
         Alex:  I've never heard if they were given so I assume they 
         were not; on the land. 
          
         Inter:   
         What of minerals and all under the ground? 
          
         Alex:  He did mention that as they were ours but I must say I 
         was young and do not remember as well as I should. 
          
         Inter:  The old ones kept the mountains, did they have some 



         good use for them?   
          
         Alex:  They must have had some good use for it.  I don't think 
         the animals that come from there will ever die but should and 
         shall always be.  That is the way I understand it. 
          
         Inter:  We thank you for your information. 
          
         Alex:  I say it as my grandfather said it to me. 
          
         (End of Interview) 
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