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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Jack Bristow worked as farm instructor with Paul's band for 
         21 years. 
         - Tells what he knows of the boundaries of that reserve, and 
         the land sales that took place. 
          
         Johnny:  What is your name? 
          
         Jack:  Jack D. Bristow. 
          
         Johnny:  Where were you from? 
          
         Jack:  Spruce Grove to start with.  I was born and raised at 

hnny:  How old are you? 

ck:  I am 70, going on 71 soon. 

you is how long did you work 

936 and left in 

hnny:  I assume you would know quite a bit of this reserve, 

         Spruce Grove, Alberta. 
          
         Jo
          
         Ja
          

hnny:  What I would like to ask          Jo
         for Indian Affairs Branch and also Paul's Band? 
          

ck:  I was there nearly 21 years.  I came in 1         Ja
         1956.  I had a tour of duty in the air force for 3 years, but I 
         came back when I got off the air force. 
          
         Jo



         what has transpired in your time, while you were there.  Like 
         how many land surrenders were there in this particular reserve? 
          

ck:  In my time, there was only 2 acres that has been sold to          Ja
         the Anglican church in the time I was there.  But previous to 
         this time there had been a 2 mile wide strip sold off the east 
         end of the reserve and that was of course, sold before I came 
         there.   
          
         Johnny:  On this 2 acre land that they surrendered, do you 

 be 

o 
h. 

ck:  Yes!  That was a reserve beach, it was owned by the 

ohnny:  What did they get for this 2 acres of land that they 
rrendered?   

 
me money was distributed, he said, "I wouldn't sell my reserve 

 
ney?   

s handled by the Indian agent and I was just new at the time.  

the superintendent at the time? 

hat was 
aham.  Those people had an office at Calgary and George Lakte 

the reserve, would you know 
w far west and how far north this reserve was originally 

         recall if they had sold part of the beach or just the 2 acres 
         square of this place? 
          
         Jack:  The beach had never been surrendered, and there must 
         be, oh, from the line of their property to the beach, it must
         100 yards or more.  There's a trail between the property and, 
         the Anglican church property and the beach.  The Indians 
         permitted them to have the use of the beach so they used t
         cross the trail that came between their property and the beac
         So the Indians were generous and they allowed them to use it, 
         but the beach was never surrendered to my knowledge. 
          
         Johnny:  There is a reserve there by the beach? 
          
         Ja
         Paul's band. 
          
          
         J
         su
          

way I can describe, one of the Indians, at the         Jack:  The best 
         ti
         for tobacco money," and that's when they got possibly, I think, 
         they got $300 apiece or they divided the money.  But the cost 
         of the land to the Anglican church, I don't know or remember. 
          
         Johnny:  You didn't know the total of how much they received in
         mo
          

on't know the total of what they received because it          Jack:  I d
         wa
         This is one of the things that were happening when I first came 
         to the reserve. 
          
         Johnny:  Who was 
          
         Jack:  I think a man named Christenson and after t
         Gr
         was the Indian agent at the time when the land was sold. 
          
         Johnny:  Were you a farm instructor? 
          
         Jack:  Farmer instructor, right. 
          
         Johnny:  On the north and west of 
         ho



         surveyed, or do you know any of the markers that have been 
         staked out in that area? 
          

ture fence on the north side, as          Jack:  Yes, we built a pas we 
 

D 

go 

ay, there was no land surrender in that area? 

r claims that have been lost 
 the Sundance area that is on the south side of the Wabamun 

ck:  I don't recall if there was any land surrendered there.  

 the west side 
 the reserve, all that land has been surrendered. And I was 

should 

we have looked into it already and have made a 
port to the chief and band council.  Would that be all you 

o 
n agent 

you is if 
ey surrendered Kap As Owin Beach? 

re I came. 

of that land surrender. 

         called, railroad track that was in 133B.  There was one of the
         Indians named Sam Bull and myself, and we ran a line and 
         brushed it out.  And while we were doing this we discovered an I
         stake.  I never picked up the number and when we hit that I 
         knew we had a corrected line.  I imagine the stake is still 
         there and it could be found and I am sure I can find it if I 
         back there. 
          
         Johnny:  Anyw
          
         Jack:  No, nothing at any time. 
          
         Johnny:  Also would there be othe
         by
         Lake called Section 16?  Do you know anything of this? 
          
          
         Ja
         The only land I know that has been surrendered from that 
         reserve was that 2 mile strip on the east side of the reserve, 
         and of course the beach has not been surrendered. 
          
         Johnny:  That's on the north side of the lake? 
          
         Jack:  That's on the east end of the lake and on
         of
         told at one time that they didn't believe that a proper 
         surrender was made of land which is CNR's now and was once 
         Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company.  I think perhaps it 
         be looked into. 
          
         Johnny:  I think 
         re
         know about those particular land surrenders of this reserve? 
          
         Jack:  Yes, that's about all I know about those land 

rrenders, because I didn't have the information available t         su
         me as farmer instructor.  It went through to the India
         and to the superintendent in the Calgary office. 
          
         Johnny:  The only other thing I would like to ask 
         th
          
         Jack:  No, no!  It had been done befo
          
         Johnny:  Then you wouldn't know then? 
          
         Jack:  No, I wouldn't know the details 
          
         Johnny:  But that was a reserve at one time? 
          
         Jack:  Yes, it was a reserve at one time. 
          



         Johnny:  How far did it go, up to the town of Wabamun? 

ong the 
d that 

e 

w 

That's about all that you would know? 

l I can ask you. 

ou know, just 

the 

forgot to ask you, did Paul's Band own 
y land at Buck Lake area and how much? 

at Buck Lake and this 
estion rose because some of the people left because of the 

s 

 

ip 

he 

 Once 

          
         Jack:  The north boundary at 133A and then it follows al

ke shore, all the way down to where this piece of lan         la
         they are talking about that was surrendered to the Anglican 
         church.  I had some maps available at one time and I looked at 
         them and it seemed to me there was a large area of that on th
         north side of the present Paul's band. It was called Alexis 
         Reserve and it was sold.  I have no knowledge, but it would pay 
         to look into that to find out where this area went. I know no
         it is over quite a bit, but they use the maps I saw and they 
         called that land Wabamun Reserve and it is that area.  They 
         call that Alexis Reserve and it was shown on the maps at one 
         time.   
          
         Johnny:  
          
         Jack:  Yes, that's all I know. 
          
         Johnny:  I guess that's about al
          
         Jack:  Anything else I can add to this would be, y
         things that I have heard by rumors and it's not authentic.  The 
         only thing I have any knowledge of surrendered land, 
         personally, I was there at the time they made this two acre 
         surrender to the Anglican church and there was some talk of 
         difficulty of how they could go about getting the damages 
         established for that two acres because that land is just 

and          like a little island inside the reserve. There is reserve l
         right around it. 
          

ou very much.          Johnny:  I thank y
          
         Jack:  You're welcome. 
          
         Johnny:  Mr. Bristow, I 
         an
          
         Jack:  Yes, they owned 4 sections of land 
         qu
         flu epidemic and some people came to Paul's Band and a couple 
         of families went to the Hobbema Reserve.  Some of the resident
         from Hobbema had come from Buck Lake and they claimed the land 
         should belong to the Hobbema Band.  The Department fussed and 
         Paul's Band got a bit scared about it so they sent us over to 
         locate this land. I was with them and a fellow from Ottawa and 
         we went over there and located this land.  We cut a line around
         it and found the surveyor stakes that were there and they also 
         found that the provincial government did not know this was 
         Indian land that they had let the logging contractor into.  The 
         logging company had come and logged off this land. So the tr
         was profitable for Paul's Band because we found a lot of dues 
         for the timber for the provincial government.  I think 
         altogether it must have been about $11,000.  The provincial 
         government had sold the timber on this land in care of t
         lumber company and the lumber company thought that the 
         government owned the land and they would recover the money. 



         the provincial government discovered they had sold some Indian 

ighbourhood of $11,000. 

hnny:  That went of course to the band funds? 

they discovered 
s.  That was after I left. Now I understand they are getting 

and they own there? 

tty well covers everything.  Now I thank 

lcome, Mr. Cardinal. 
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         timber, they would have to pay the dues to the band on that. 
          
         Johnny:  How much did they receive? 
          
         Jack: I think it was about, in the ne
          
          
         Jo
          
         Jack: Right, it went to the band funds and later 
         ga
         royalties on the gas as well. 
          
         Johnny:  Did you say how much l
          
         Jack:  Four sections. 
          
         Johnny:  Well, this pre
         you very much. 
          
         Jack:  You're we
          
         (End of Interview) 
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