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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Treaty 6, taking of, interpretation of. 
         - Brief description of some aspects of life before the coming 
         of white men. 
          
         Abraham:  This is my uncle whom I am speaking to in regard to 
         the treaty and of who told it to him but first I'd like to ask 
         you how old he is? 
          
         Henry:  The way I heard my uncle speak of these things to me at 
         nights many times.  I am 78 winters old.  My uncle said that 
         the promises were good as they would always be forthcoming to 
         the people and the people thought this was very good indeed. 
          
              The people took two years to decide on the treaty 
         agreement and when the commissioners did first arrive, there 
         was a policeman who stood with him.  My uncle's name was Wus 
         Kwy.  The commissioner stated that the Queen had adopted the 
         Indians as her children and that her word was truth and her 
         children would never be in need as long as the sun walked, the 
         skies and the rivers flowed, her promises would be good. 
          
              It was also said that the man who stood beside him 
         (meaning the policeman) would always be present to protect the 



         Indian.  If a shot was fired on the other side of the hill, the 
         Indian could sit in peace as he would see to it that no harm 
         would come to the Indian. 
          
         Abraham:  Meaning the policeman? 
          
         Henry:  Yes.  It was also said that the hunting, trapping and 
         fishing would be the Indians' right as long as the sun shone 
         and rivers flowed.  Where the people were there would be land 
         set aside for their use and would be called reservations as 
         long as the sun shone and rivers flowed.  You will have an 
         agent to serve you as you see fit. 
          
              Another thing, education will be forthcoming and you will 
         not have to pay anything for it; that it will be set aside for 
         you.  Six hands deep is all the land the Queen wants from you 
         and whatever is underneath that is your property.  This is what 
         my uncle told me of what was said, and he also said that he 
         didn't see all these promises fulfilled. 
          
              If you want to bring anyone into the reserve, only you 
         have the power to do so as you see fit.  If the white man so 
         much as breaks a willow in here you can charge him.  In regard 
         to the animals the white man will never set foot in the reserve 
         to even touch them.  Today, the white man is very open in his 
         dealing of injustice upon the native peoples with whom the 
         Queen made these solemn agreements.  The white man now runs the 
         reserve.  There was two who didn't believe these promises at 
         first Kas Sta Ways Ka What (He Puts The Fire Out) and We Kus 
          
         Kuk Sane (Sweet Grass Old Man).  The next spring when the water 
         melted there was over 400 tipis, these two old men who met 
         these agreements in ceremony.  Of what consequence and 
         circumstance the ceremony and ritual followed my uncle was 
         unaware of.  Soon after, the white man came and the first 
         treaty payment was made in the amount of $5.00 and $10.00 a 
         head.  Some young men borrowed as many as 10 children from 
         others to draw more monetary payment.  Then it was also decreed 
         that the people would choose the area they wanted their 
         reservation.  If one person was the head of twenty families, he 
         could be considered a leader and chief.  My uncle said when the 
         people were unaware that the white man was afraid to have so 
         many people in one place.  The land picked by Kas Ta Ways Ka 
         What was bordered by the Dogrib, Beaver, Wap Pi Tunsk, for all 
         of the people to live in and the commissioner said no.  The 
         whites were afraid of the Indians then. 
          
              It was said that if the Indian fell down, the Queen Mother 
         would pick him up for her word was truth and good.  If the 
         Indian was ever in need he'd only have to ask the Indian agent 
         for aid.  Today, I wonder that the Indian receives any help at 
         all.  My uncle said that at the start they did receive farm 
         implements, hoes, shovels, plows and scythes. 
          
              The Indian was promised that the animals were his to hunt, 
         the fish for himself also.  Now even Saddle Lake doesn't belong 
         to us.  We don't have any rights anymore.  The Prime Minister 



         owns everything along with his helper the Queen.  The leader 
         picked this area by a lake and a river so that the children 
         could be raised and a livelihood gotten from the land.  They 
         moved the people here and they got used to the land.  Pakan 
         (nut) got a different land here after the war.  It was given to 
         him.  I miss some of the story but this is what my uncle said 
         to me of the good promises. 
          
         Abraham:  Why did they use the sun and rivers?  Who was it, the 
         Indian or the white? 
          
         Henry:  It was the white man first who used it to make the 
         promises last forever. 
          
         Abraham:  Is that so today? 
          
         Henry:  No, it isn't.  Every year the laws are changed affecting 
         us greatly. 
          
         Abraham:  What about education and medicine? 
          
          
         Henry:  Those were promised also.  The first treaty payment was 
         $25.00; the following year it was $20.00.  Five had been taken 
         away.  We were told a hospital and a school would be built and 
         the $5.00 would be set aside for this.  The money would gain 
         interest.  The next year it was another $5.00 and that would be 
         for the agent.  The agriculture man that helped the Indian.  
         The next spring another $5.00 was taken again.  Four years 
         after the treaty signing, we only had $5.00 left as payment.  
         My uncle said that the Indian agent made it seem he wanted to 
         run everything.  We were told they worked for us, not us for 
         them. 
          
         Abraham:  What of mineral rights and wealth below the surface?  
         Were these mentioned or talked about? 
          
         Henry:  As my uncle said it, nothing.  Six hands deep was all 
         the land the Queen wanted and everything underneath it was 
         property and right of the Indian.  Those white people sure made 
         a lot of useless talk. 
          
         Abraham:  And the mountains, what of them? 
          
         Henry:  I never heard my uncle say anything of that as I never 
         asked him.  As I see it they only wanted six hands deep of soil 
         to grow things.  Agricultural land I'll call it.  Not the 
         mountains.  Today it seems the whites own that too. 
          
         Abraham:  Did our forefathers have a case for it? 
          
         Henry:  Yes, to some extent, flint, arrowheads, pipestone and 
         bows but they didn't know of the mineral wealth. 
          
         Abraham:  Your young people here, do they still care for those 
         promises that are rightfully theirs?  Do they stand up for 
         those rights? 



          
         Henry:  Some try but I doubt if there was anyone who spoke of 
         this to them.  This is the second time I have told this story.  
         There was a priest who wanted this story before you came. 
          
         Abraham:  What was life like before the treaty? 
          
         Henry:  My uncle said it was a good life, there was no sickness 
         and little, if any. 
          
              My grandfather told me a story that I was translating to a 
         white man A Mis Chi Chan who asked him how far back he had 
         story from.  And the old one said, "My father, father is how 
         far back I know from."  The white man asked him where the 
         Indian bought things.  The old man told him that the Indian 
          
          
         never had to buy anything.  He made his own knives from rib 
         bones.  The shoulder blades they made axes.  The white man 
         asked, "Did they know God?"  Amis Chikan replied that they did 
         and they knew of the holy day set aside for ceremony.  "Where 
         did they know God from?" the white man asked.  "The Indian was 
         given the knowledge of God a long time ago," said Amis Chikan. 
          
         The white man was amazed at this. 
          
         Abraham:  At that time, was there enough animals to draw a 
         sustenance from? 
          
         Henry:  There was many but the white way of life has destroyed 
         ours.  They killed so many buffalo causing hunger.  This is the 
         Indian's livelihood.  The Indian didn't realize this until it 
         was too late.  They used long knives.  For the Indian to get 
         one, he had to pile furs as high as the rifle.  You can see 
         today how the Indian has been cheated.  We no longer have any 
         say in the affairs of our life here.  The white has brought 
         much sickness and even has names for all of them.  He brought 
         these from across the big water. 
          
              In Edmonton, there is an Indian hospital, how many Indian 
         doctors do you see there?  The white makes money from our 
         sickness.  Tuberculosis was something we never knew. 
          
         Abraham:  Is there any way we can use the treaty yet? 
          
         Henry:  The treaty was never to have ended.  The sun still 
         shines and the rivers flow. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
                                     INDEX 
     
        INDEX TERM          IH NUMBER        DOC NAME    DISC #      PAGE # 
     
     
    AGRICULTURE 
      -equipment             IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          3 
    DISEASE AND ILLNESS 



      -introduction of       IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          5 
    TOOLS 
      -bone                  IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          5   
    TOOLS                                                                  
      -stone                 IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          4   
    TRADE                                                                  
      -practices             IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          5   
    TREATY #6                                                              
      -interpretation of     IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          2-4 
    TREATY #6                                                              
      -payment of treaty 
             money           IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          4   
    TREATY #6                                                              
      -taking of             IH-172A        H.CARDINAL2    34          2,3 
     
         
                                PROPER NAME INDEX 
     
       PROPER NAME             IH NUMBER    DOC NAME     DISC #      PAGE # 
     
     
    SWEETGRASS                  IH-172A     H.CARDINAL2    34          2,3 
     
     


