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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Brief account of her childhood living in the bush while her 
           father trapped for a living. 
          
              Mary Ann Ross interviewed by Janet Fietz, 7 September 
         1981, location unknown, for the Oral History Project, INDIAN 
         AND METIS ELDERS OF LA RONGE. (Partial transcript and translation 
         from Cree). 
          
              When my Dad went hunting for moose, way back in the bush, 
         we all went with him to dry the meat and tan the moose hide.  I 
         did not really know how to tan a moose hide.  We made quite a 
         few holes in it.  Next morning we started back home where we 
         had our tent.  First I chopped all of the bones into small 
         pieces so I could carry them home.  I wanted to take out all of 
         the marrow from them as I like moose marrow.  We all made packs, 
         as much as we could carry home so as not to leave anything 
         behind.  From there we went to the island where we lived.  
         There was a drying rack there so we put all the meat on this 
         rack to dry it some more so it wouldn't spoil. 
          
              My father made a living by trapping.  He used to bring 
         home fox.  The most he would get was three silver fox a year.  
         He used to get lots of other foxes.  He used to fish a lot in 
         the fall for his dogs in the winter.  He used the dogs a lot in 
         the winter.  While he was trapping, he used to kill a lot of 



         ducks too in the fall.  We used to trap in the spring, mostly 
         for muskrat. 
          
              My father used to take a little boy along on his travels 
         and when he went spring trapping for muskrat, to teach him how 
         to trap.  The boy's name is Simon Peter Ross.  He used to sit 
         behind his grandfather in the canoe.  He did not paddle.  Only 
         father would paddle.  We always had something to eat as they 
         would bring home ducks and muskrat.  They used to bring home 
         beaver too.  We used to trap at the river they call "Sand 
         River" and my father used to go farther away on another river.  
         He used to let us trap nearer home.  We used to set a net too 
         which we children looked after. 
          
              I remember free traders would come in the springtime 
         bringing food and clothing for us to buy.  I don't remember what 
         the price of fur was at that time as I forget so easy now.  He 
         used to sell a lot of stuff there.  He had a good time when he 
         got there as there was so much fur to buy.  He used to feed his 
         dogs good as we always had meat and fish when he got there.  He 
         used to bring a lot of news.  He used to laugh a lot when 
         telling us the news from all over.     
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