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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Elders, men and women, look back on their early lives 
         involving hard work and strict discipline.  Voice regrets that 
         the young people of today are not being given enough guidance 
         and are going astray. 
                            ELDERLY LADIES WORKSHOP 3 
          
         SPEAKER:  DAN PELLETIER:  Spoke in Saulteaux for the start of 
         the tape. This will be translated too. 
          
         You women that are present here from different parts are really 
         thanked for coming. In the future, you will use what you hear, 
         to raise your children. Also we have to try and stop our young 
         people from using alcohol.  A lot of our young people are 
         destroyed by alcohol.  It was the white society that brought 
         liquor to us.  We have to find ways to revive our Indian way of 
         religion, the way our elders used to.  We also have to know how 
         to lecture our children.  This is one reason why you are all here 
         that we all work together so they can have more of good life.  
         Also know how he or she should live in this earth the way Indian 
         people were first put in this world.  I think this is all I can 
         say and once again I like to thank you all. 
          
         SPEAKER:  Woman - did not say her name. 
          
         I can remember when I was small we would go anyplace at all.  
         We used to live from the earth, this was anytime even winter 
         time.  My dad always told us things would happen.  He used to 



         make a smoking tipi "pih tow wik a mik."  So I always think the 
         Indian ways of doing things.  I have never as yet left the 
         Indian culture and customs.  I always used to take part in 
         nearly everything in Indian ceremonies. My grandfather used to 
         tell all sorts of things in life, things that were good. Today 
         I use all of what my grandfather used to tell me. I have taken 
         part in Sundances and I still do. Today people think a lot more 
         about alcohol.  And another thing, me and my husband were 
         present at a horse dance.  I pretty nearly have seen all these 
         ceremonies.  I always dance at any reserve, this Sundances. I 
         have also seen the Giveaway dance, Round dance also Pow-wow.  
         As for my mother, before she passed away she said to me to keep 
         on living the Indian way and this I try to do all the time.  
         And I am very thankful that I was able to be here and say a few 
         words.  So this is all I can say. 
          
         SPEAKER:  The Leader:  You will tell your name, also where you 
         come from, when you speak.  Nobody is forced to speak.  Maybe 
         the second time around, then they will speak. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         Did not get her name (Woman). 
          
         I am very happy to be able to come and stay here and I will try 
         and speak to you a little bit. When I was getting older I can 
         remember that we used to go and pick berries.  They use to pack 
          
         our stuff on the dogs and me I used to ride horseback.  This is 
         how our dad done to try and raise us for we had a very big 
         family.  My dad used to use cows for travel and work with them. 
         From there we had a very good life; we began to have 
         everything.  And my grandfather was really old and he used to 
         tell me a lot of things. And this is all I can say, I cannot 
         very well speak freely for I am sort of shy.   
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         When I was small I can remember we was told never to fool 
         around when a visitor came to our house. We was warned and told 
         not to do anything that was bad. Whenever we went to visit some 
         place and if we are not back early my dad would drive up and 
         bring all my clothes and he would say, "Is this where you 
         live?"  This was the way old people would say that you are not 
         to go visiting late. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I have to respect the old people a lot more, for whatever they 
         said was true; this I can see now.  We were told about 
         everything that was not right; what was good.  When dances were 
         held we was never left to go alone.  This is all I can say for 
         I'm kind of shy. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         This is not very much that I can say either.  All I can say is 



         what my grandmother used to tell me. A lot of these old ladies 
         and men used to lecture their grandchildren; some of them were 
         mad of old people, some listen. Me I have done it. I listen to 
         what was said by old people. I used to tell my grandmother that 
         I will try and do what she told me to best of my ability and 
         they used to thank me.  They also used to live with me once in 
         a while.  Even today I tell my children the same thing my 
         grandparents used to tell me.  I passed this on to my children 
         and they would take it to old people any old people for them to 
         eat.  In return the old people would ask something good for my 
         children, in prayer like.  You know these old people used to 
         get their prayers answered.  For when they were talking to our 
         spiritual Father they had their arms raised up towards him.  
         This is why I say old people lectures are good.  So I try to 
         listen to them and I try to raise my children this way. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         It is true and nice for a young woman to listen to how the 
         parent was raised and lectured. It is the one that counts to 
         listen to our own father and mother. I have seen my father 
          
         only; my mother we lost her when I was very small. Grandmother 
         used to tell me that my mother went in water to get some fish. 
         From there my mother got cold and sick; finally she passed 
         away.  As I grow to be a young woman, I was very sick.  This 
         one time I had pains in my chest and I guess my father noticed 
         me and got some medicine and gave it to me thinking that 
         whatever happens will happen. After that I was back to good 
         health and grew to a young lady, so I always listen to my 
         father now. I never did argue with my dad and he never gave me 
         a licking.  I always listened to my father whenever he spoke to 
         me I listened. My dad's lectures were good.  He used to tell me 
         what will happen if I did the opposite. This is why I was very 
         careful to do what my father told me. It is about two years 
         since my father passed away. It seems like that it is not very 
         long ago dad left us. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         Now today I use the same lectures my father told me. I tell my 
         young sons not to talk back at their father or me.  I tell them 
         that it was not the bottle that brought you up, I breast fed 
         you. This is the point - the way we lecture our children, that 
         is the way they will live.  Way back old people were always 
         lecturing young people. My grandmother always told me that she 
         speaks for me in her prayers.  I always try and keep my house 
         clean.  I never as yet left dirty dishes overnight.  This is 
         how I was brought up so that is why I have a clean house all 
         the time. And this is all I can say. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I will try and say a few words for it is the first time in my 
         life that I have come to something like this.  I will tell you 
         how I was brought up. My father worked hard to try and raise 
         us. After my father passed away my mother then took over the 



         responsibility of bringing us children up. And my uncle was a 
         chief at Big River. And I always listened to my grandfather 
         when he gave a lecture.  And people would say, "Who he is 
         speaking because he is getting old and childish."  But he used 
         to never mind this.  He used to tell what was happening and 
         what is going to happen in the future and I can see now what he 
         used to mean when he said the future. He used to tell us to 
         really look after our children."  The white society will 
         over-rule you.  Even your children will be sent far away. You 
         will not even know your children or even your grandchildren."  
         This is what my grandfather used to say. I used to wonder how 
         he knew these things; and he was blind.  Today I see it plain.  
         My children are far away from me, meaning my daughters.  Even 
         their children, my grandchildren, they don't even know me.  
         This is why I say that I can see what my grandfather was 
         saying. This is all I can say. 
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I will talk a little bit about how I was treated.  I was shown 
         how to work.  I used to get up early and attend to cows and 
         horses. I was sent everywhere to do things.  I often wished I 
         could do things without getting, hit for it was me that got hit 
         by my father.  There was sixteen of us in the family and when 
         harvest came I had to haul grain with one of my brothers.  We 
         was up early and late for bed.  Sometimes I used to fall 
         asleep. And at nights when I got home my father would tell me 
         do this, do that - I had to do it. I used to think that I was 
         being abused by my father and mother.  Today now I don't regret 
         this one bit for I can do things without putting them off.  I 
         am sure glad now for I know now how much it helps me and my 
         family. 
          
         And how they used to lecture me, they used to say it is going 
         to be very hard in the future.  They used to say, "There is 
         going to be a lot of white people and also there is going to be 
         a lot of alcohol. So watch it, that you don't use it.  You will 
         not like it if your own child uses it.  Why, because if you use 
         it you are teaching your own children how to use it."  Then I 
         thought to myself I will never use it.  When my mother passed 
         away I was never allowed liquor.  When she left I was led to 
         smoke and when my father passed away then I was given a taste 
         of alcohol.  From there I drank pretty heavy; I even drank 
         money up which was meant for food.  And then one day I said to 
         my old man, "I will quit this drinking for I am getting worse 
         and crazy." He told me it was up to me.  "It will be nice if 
         you can do it," he said to me.  I told him that I can do it for 
         this was the thing my father and mother were scared for me.  "I 
         think this will help me for they lectured alcohol to me, now I 
         see what it does.  So I can do it," I said to him.  So that was 
         that.  I never as yet used alcohol since then.  This is all I 
         have to say. 
          
         (NOTE:  The next speaker was a woman speaking in Saulteaux so 
         it will be translated by someone else for I do not understand 
         what she was saying up to 382.  From 382 there is another woman 
         who spoke in Saulteaux up to 452.) 



          
         SPEAKER:  Mrs. Harold Roberts: 
          
         I am going to tell my story, the way my life has been.  I was 
         five years old when I was sent to Duck Lake school. I was there 
         for twelve years but my grandfather and grandmother brought me 
         up. Now I still can remember some of the things they used to 
         tell me. These old people, we have to respect them not laugh at 
         them.  And when there is a visitor, the children are supposed 
         to sit quietly and not interfere.  This is what my grandparents 
         used to tell me. And there is a lot of time I have seen my 
         uncles and aunts take part in Sundances.  I do not, but I go 
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         there and watch. And this Indian customs and culture I really 
         respect it. For I have children.  Two passed away and today my 
         oldest is 26 years old. And my old parents used to say, "When 
         your children are small it is not hard to bring them up.  Up 
         ahead is the future, you will see, it is going to be hard," 
         they used to tell me.  And it is very true. Today when we try
         to tell young people they seem to not believe in what we are 
  
         person, for today there is hardly any old people left which we
         can go to for their help, so that these old people would tell 
         them the way we was told and brought up.  And I am awfully 
         scared for young people for I have seen when I was young when 
         we first had our girl, we were riding in a hay wagon.  We were
         with Ida and Lloyd Johnson; they had one small girl too. And we
         were on our way to the hayfields for our husbands were going to 
         make hay.  That night (it was the time of the war overseas), a 
         plane flew over and we was watching it while we was riding.  
         And I said to the women, "Up ahead about 20 years or 22 years 

          up ahead, I wonder what our children will see.  That the white
         people, they can go up to the moon?"  And we still think ahead.
         My small baby two years old, what is it he is going to see?  
         This is why I sit and wonder and I am scared.  Worse still, if 
         we lose our Indian culture where are we going to run to, us 
         Indian people. 
          
         I am very thankf
         re
         time I spent at Hop dances and I used to see Chicken dances 
         also Round dances.  There used to be lots of those.  There wa
         hardly any Pow-wow like what we have now. 
          
         And a long time ago us Indian women used to
         ou
         like today, you see a heap of diapers in a corner. I have seen
         a lot of changes since we have been married; it seems not long
         ago we were married.  And when we first married, I used to 
         leave my husband in anger.  I used to go to my grandmother but 
         she never used to help me in any way to part my husband, 
         instead she used to lecture me.  "Just look," she used to say, 

at is         "there is going to be a chance for both of you to part, th
         either of you pass away."  She is true in what she said.  There 
         is lots of time.  I see young couples part through death and 
         there is much sorrow. 
          



         And today alcohol really distracts people. At our reserve which 
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         is Sturgeon Lake, there were people dying or getting into 
         trouble, just on account of liquor.  And when I go to funerals 

          I see little children standing, crying for their parent who
         died of cause of alcohol.  Sure makes me feel bad.  For a long 
         time ago people never died because of alcohol.  Alcohol bring
         a lot of heartache and it brings bad relationship towards our 
         elders. 
          
          
         MR
          
         I am very happy today
         workshop and I came here once before and listen to old pe
         I sure enjoyed it, also got a lot out of it.  And I have t
         give a lot of credit to this work here at the Indian Culture 
         Centre for trying to revive our culture again.  Me, my father
         and mother raised me towards the white society so I did not 
         know too much about Indian culture and customs.  But now, not 
         very long ago, I have studied the Indian way of life. But I no
         start to understand it but what got me off the track was 
         alcohol.  So what little knowledge I had about Indian culture 
         was washed away by alcohol.  I did not even know how I should 
         raise my children.  If it had not been for my wife's faith, for
         staying with me, I do not know how I would look like. But this 
         is where I found my sobriety from the Indian way of living, so 
         I am starting to really look into this sort of living.  Right 
         today I work for FSI as a family counsellor. Just like anybody 
         who has a problem towards alcohol and is suffering from it.  
         Also I go and speak to man and wife that are having family 
         problems.  This is my job.  Also to children who are left alon

o         on account of drinking, I go and look after this too.  And s
         my wife really helps me a lot in this line and I am very happy 
         I quit using alcohol for I see a lot of things happening.  The 
         16th of this month, it will be nine years since I stopped using 
         alcohol.  And said these nine years of sobriety I have seen 
         lots.  Today I respect people now and I also think a lot of my 

he          children and I respect them.  I know how a person feels when 
         drinks, what he has to go through.  And I also know how a 
         person feels when he is sober.  And I sure like all your 

ve          speeches, all who talk, and I am sorry I cannot stay.  I ha
         to go home for we have a meeting, so this is all I have to
          
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I would li

ink you         th
         the bottom of my heart to hear you people talk to the women 
         because the women is such a very important person.  Without th
         women, who would raise the children or look after them and th
         husband?  I think we have such an important role. I just cannot 
         find the words how I feel but I am very happy for all of you 
         who have come to give your contributions.  You have spoken very 
         well and tomorrow we will have some more.  In the morning we 
         will be a little faster.  We have been slow getting started.  
         Hope you enjoy your stay here.  This is all I have to say. 
          



         (NOTE:  From here a woman is speaking in Saulteaux.  Cannot 
         translate - will be done by somebody. So he talks up to 656.
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         SMITH ATIMOYOO: 
          
         We like it when y
         like me here, he is from up north. He came here to listen to us
         and try and understand us.  He is an Indian but he does not 
         really understand.  He understands some parts of your speeches.  
          We sure like it very much when a young person comes and sits 
         in.   
         SPEAKER: 
          
         I will try
         yo
         long time alone when I was an orphan, and when she married we 
         moved up north to Assiniboine Lake.  We stayed there; all we 
         did was moose hides for my uncle was a good hunter.  This is 
         what we made money from. At summertime men never worked; there
         was no work. We worked on hides to make moccasins and we sell 
         these. From there we would buy food.  It got so I was a young 
         woman and I got married, I was still up there.  This is all my 
         husband done, is hunt.  He would go long distances with a dog 
         team.  So we had children; this is how we raised them.  And I 
         would set snares while my husband would go away hunting.  There
         was times he was away for a long time.  Me, I would snare 
         rabbits and bring them home, and this is what I fed my 

e          children.  And my son, he was big now, he would hitch up on
         dog to a sledge and haul wood while I chopped them.  And
         had a family of six, we moved to Big River.  We was invited to
         a reserve there for there was a reserve. There were six in my 
         family; we moved again. 
          

e that told us that children were          There was a minister ther
         be
         stay here for you will never make a living through hunting 
         anymore. Up ahead there will be no more hunting and trapping.
         You should put your children through school."  This was told
         my husband so my husband made a letter to get family allowance. 
         And so two of my children started school and three stayed home 
         and one baby. 
          

 the bottle to nurse my babies; always held them         So I never used
         to
         babies I had only two of them in the hospital.  Other than that 
         I had them at home.  It was old ladies that looked after me all 
         the time.  And when I have my pains, I used to not like my 
         aunt.  She used to faint just like she was the one who was 

me.          having the pains.  When I just had my son, it took a long ti
         I guess from there she worried for I was in pain for a long 
         time.  My son is 38 years old, my first born.  We used to use 
         only dog teams but when we came to the reserve we started to 
         use horses. And there we seen people getting help but we never 



          
          
         did.  The only thing we seen at that time for help was family 

lowance. My son has nine children of his family.  And me, 
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         al
         when I first seen my son I used to think just like a big rock, 
         sitting there not move.  I used to think for what a great thi
         I have, my son, I used to think how I was going to survive my 
         son.  One day, I started to think.  I see other women go and 
         dance at Sundances, and their children as well. So I done the 
         same.  Now I have taken part, I got some print, now I have 
         danced 20 times since then. I think highly and respect the 
         Sundance.  Since then I have 10 children and 2 have passed 
         away, one girl and one boy. And this is all I have to say. 
          
         (End of Interviews)     
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