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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
            
         - Edward Fox, aged 68, tells of life before white men came; 
         of the foods, medicines and so forth. 
         - Describes Treaty 6 and how it was understood by the Indians. 
          
          
                        
          
          
         I'm going to talk with an elder here at Onion Lake reserve. The 
         purpose is to get information from him regarding the signing of 
         the treaties and his source of information. 
          
         Richard:  What is your name, age and where was your birthplace? 
          
         Edward:  I was born on this reserve here at Onion Lake.  I'm 74 
         years of age.  My father had relatives at Sarcee.  He was from 
         there.  He was a plainsman and my mother was from here.  I have 
         relatives there:  David Crowchild is my first cousin; my father 
         and his father were brothers.  My name is known as Edward Fox. 
          
         Richard:  When the Queen's commissioners first came to 
         negotiate the treaty with the Indians, that is the information 
         I want you to relate to me.  How did the Indians understand the 
         treaties?   
          
         Edward:  I'm not really in a position to say yes, I know of 
         that information regarding this matter.  But I can relate to you 
         what I've heard and what our elders told us.  There is another 



         old man here whose name is Phillip But-Ta-Gun, he also can tell 
         you the same thing I am about to tell you. I cannot just give 
         you false information that I don't know of, and I will not make 
         up stories, because when I start talking it will be on record 
         permanently.  That is why I say that.  Our grandfathers told us 
         that when the white man first came here they were Frenchmen.  
         The Englishmen also arrived here in our country.  Then it was 
         the commissioners who came to negotiate with the Indians.  It 
         was here at Fort Carlton that they used to talk about.  There 
         was a very large number of Indians there according to our 
         elders. The Queen's commissioners came here and asked the 
         Indians for the land.  The Indians gave it much thought when 
         they were asked to give up their land.  It is true, as told by 
         our elders, that it was not an easy decision to make and it was 
         a large undertaking.  The Indians had long discussions before 
         they would answer to the commissioners.  It was after the days 
         of meetings amongst themselves that Sweetgrass gave his 
         committment.  He gave up the land after the negotiations.  The 
         commissioners said, "It is only this much (  foot) surface land 
         that I'm asking for, just enough for the white man to make his 
         living.  If there is anything underground it will belong to 
         you.  It is also not the timber I'm buying from you, just the 
         land.  Anything that flies or is found underwater, I didn't 
         buy that from you."  This is what the Commissioner told the 
         Indians.  Every Indian was paid $12.00 during that time and the 
         commissioner promised everything to the Indians.  The oath was 
         so strong that no two-legged man would be able to break it as 
          
         told to the Indians.  He pointed to the sun and said, "As long 
         as the sun walks I'll do as I promise," and the river, "As 
         long as it flows, I will keep my promise," were the words they 
         told the chief as they made the treaty.  The other things like 
         schooling, education, they would last forever at no cost to the 
         Indian.  The children would be well looked after and well 
         educated.  The hospitals and medicines were also to be free of 
         charge to the Indian people. Those were the promises.  You will 
         also be provided with "Red Coats", N.W.M.P.:  "If you fail or if 
         you are in trouble, they will come to assist you."  That too was 
         another promise.  He was not only to be used for arresting 
         people.  They were promised many things, that they would 
         receive assistance.  They were promised these things. The 
         Indians were also told that they would never go hungry.  And 
         the money, as my friends also know was reduced to $5.00 from 
         $12.00, now we do not know where that money went.  These are 
         the stories our elders related to us.  I don't know of anything 
         else I could talk about, this is how I heard it from the old 
         people.  It was Sweetgrass who signed the treaty who 
         acknowledged the treaty.  That is about all the information 
         I've heard.  I will not talk about anything else I do not know 
         about.   
          
         Richard:  Did Sweetgrass fully understand the treaty when he 
         was dealing with it? 
          
         Edward:  I don't know, I cannot say how they understood it.  
         But I think it was the following summer that his brother-in-law 
         accidently shot him and killed him. 



          
         Richard:  Did the Indians ask for anything in return while they 
         were negotiating? 
          
         Edward:  I couldn't say.  That is what I said earlier, I can't 
         just make up things to say. 
          
         Richard:  Do you know how the Indians made their living before 
         the treaty was made? 
          
         Edward:  Yes, I've heard stories of how they lived long ago. 
         They made their living with the buffalo, and everything they 
         improvised with such as shelter with the hides.  My grandfather 
         told me that they made food supplies in the fall and they would 
         find a sheltered area with trees where they would spend the 
         winter.  They also made the buffalo jumps during those years. 
         The horses they used were very fast because the buffalo is an 
         animal which runs very fast so it is not an ordinary horse 
         which could catch up to them.  After the chase the women would 
         busy themselves with hauling wood, packing the meat.  With dogs, 
          
          
         they too would carry the meat, then the dried meat would be 
         prepared.  In the tipis the men had a special place to sit 
         and lean back.  It is almost the way I am sitting upright here.  
         (A vertical frame structure used in tipis to lean on with 
         back.)  There is one at Sarcee which used to belong to my 
         father.  They had many different things which they used for 
         daily living.  The bow and arrow with very sharp arrows, they 
         used them for killing the buffalo.  The sinew had many uses 
         during those days, like the berries and pemmican which was 
         prepared for the storehouse - I think today it is called 
         preserving which the white man does, that is how they prepared 
         food for their storehouse.  That was good food.  You people 
         could eat that pemmican today if it was made, but years ago the 
         pemmican was much better.  They were made with berries such as 
         choke cherries, saskatoons and many various other berries.  They 
         made all their food and that is how our ancestors made a 
         living.  The marrow from the bone was also used and mixed with 
         soup.  On a buffalo chase and after the kill, the hunters would 
         prepare the animal, take the liver, prepare the fat and meat for 
         cooking.  It would be equivalent to a good restaurant meal, the 
         way they prepared their foods.  Also the Indians felt good and 
         they were strong people during that time.  What I'm saying is 
         true of the past, and if someone were to do that today the 
         people would think he was not normal, but it is the way life 
         was long ago. 
          
         The Indian made use of many things including the medicines and 
         their preparations, they did exist and were useful.  The elders 
         said that Indian medicines would always be in existence and 
         today we still have them.  The medicines were highly regarded 
         and thought of as part of the livelihood.  However one old man 
         said that bad medicine will always be in existence.  He also 
         stated that the good medicine would always be around. The 
         Indians had a medicine to make them sneeze when they were 
         tired, and the sneeze removed the tiredness from the system and 



         also revitalized it.  Even if a man was thrown from a horse and 
         injured, this method of sneeze was applied, then an incision 
         was made and until the blood became the proper color again the 
         injured person held a stick in front of him.  An uncle of mine 
         used to do it, I saw him.  Then they would close the incision. 
         But whoever done this was never any ordinary person.  It was an 
         intuition, God given power, these certain Indians had within 
         them.  It was something that they did not openly discuss; 
         however, they were very useful to the people.  I myself drank 
         the tea they made from muskeg plants.  I heard our elders 
         telling of these stories and I witnessed some myself.  I never 
         did see the buffalo chase. 
          
         Richard: What knowledge do you have on the disappearance of the 
         buffalo?   
          
         Edward:  One of our elders put it this way, it was as if 
         someone is losing something, gradually disappearing with 
         diminishing herds.  It was like someone losing a horse and is 
         not able to find it.  It is said that they went somewhere, also 
         that the buffalo would never completely vanish, it would always 
         be around.  It was intended according to the Indian that the 
         buffalo would be his animal. 
          
         Richard:  When the buffalo disappeared, how did the Indian make 
         his living? 
          
         Edward:  He made his living in other ways of hunting and 
         trapping, such as hunting moose, deer, antelopes, and mountain 
         sheep.  I'm not certain exactly what they used later on but 
         gradually it changed to what we have today. 
          
         Richard:  How do you feel the Indian people should try and 
         protect the treaties which were made with the commissioners? 
          
         Edward:  The treaties were written on a moosehide.  I didn't see 
         it.  John Tootoosis has one of them. 
          
         Richard:  Did the Indians have any knowledge of the treaty 
         which was to be introduced to them? 
          
         Edward:  I don't think so.  That is why the Indians had meetings 
         amongst themselves and different discussions. They were afraid 
         of it, they were afraid of some sections of the treaty, this is 
         what I would think.  There is one thing I overlooked:  
         Sweetgrass said to the commissioners, "You will never give the 
         Indian alcohol."  There is another promise:  that was his request. 
          
         Richard:  Was that his only request? 
          
         Edward:  That is all our ancestors requested, and it was a good 
         thing they thought of. 
          
         Ricahrd:  After the treaty I wonder if the Indians thought that 
         they still owned the land and could still use it as before? 
          
         Edward:  That I wouldn't know, except that the Indians would 



         always own the different reserves they live on.  Everybody would 
         own it, including the children. 
          
         Richard:  Finally, was the Indian aware of money and it's value? 
          
         Edward:  Some knew of it, others didn't because they never saw 
         anything belonging to the white man.  That was the first time 
         they were being given anything. 
          
         Richard:  Because during treaty they were borrowing children 
         from one another so they would have large families? 
          
         Edward:  Yes, I heard that too from my grandmother, that they 
         collected large families when getting paid, but the 
         understanding of money is something I know little of. 
          
         Richard:  Thank you for the information. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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