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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Edward Fox, aged 68, describes the relationship of the 
         Indians to their natural surroundings. 
         - Accounts of Treaty #6 obtained from his grandfathers. 
          
         Alexis:  I am asking you what happened in the past in regard 
         to the treaty.  Why was the sun and river used and the strength 
         denoted by the manner they were used at the treaty signing.  If 
         you know of any history of that, we'd like you to tell us. 
          
         Edward:  I am Edward Fox of Onion Lake and I am 68 winters old.  
         There isn't too much I can say as I wasn't there to see and 
         listen to the proceedings.  What I can tell you is what I heard 
         my grandfathers speak of and from their talks I will quote them.  
         In order to make anything work for our people we will have to 
         rely on Manitou and his ceremony he has given to us. 
          
         Abe:  What is the name of your grandfathers? 
          
         Edward:  Ma-He-Kons (Coyote) and Kawhatsskavt (Isadore Favier) 
         and McCord (See-Ka-Ko-Kaut), they were there.  It was said 
         there was a meeting.  I don't know the name of the interpreter 
         near Was-Ky-Kun-See (Little House).  The Indians thought of 
         everything as he knew of certain things beforehand.  My grand-  
         father said that he thought that the white man would not ful-  
         fill his promises. There was three days of meetings with the 
         Indian waiving right of the land.  Weekuskoksayne -(Sweetgrass 
         Old Man) was the one who was the initial speaker.  He used the 



         sun and rivers to illustrate that the treaty promises would 
         always be forthcoming, that it wouldn't be possible for anyone 
         to break the treaty.  The Indians would never have to worry.  
         The Indians was told that only the surface of the land was all 
         that was asked for and nothing underneath.  That was to remain 
         the Indians' property.  The white man was to use the land to 
         plant.  Whatever use on the land was the Indians' property and 
         he would profit from all of it, including all the trees, and 
         nothing would be altered or destroyed.  He would be given money 
         all the time; $25.00 was the first payment.  Any nets and 
         ammunition he wanted would be given including canvas as well.  
         It would be made known on what days these would be issued.  The 
         redcoat standing there wasn't to arrest him but to stand up for 
         him and safeguard his interests.  The Indian was told that he 
         was in the arms of the Queen and would never be hungry.   
         Hospitals and medicine and education would be his and for that 
         he wouldn't have to pay for it. If he worked, he would be 
         helped.  The people would be fed.  Shovels and rakes, hoes, 
         scythes were given to the people to plant crops.  The promises 
         were strong. 
          
         Abe:  What of the lakes, trees, mountains and rivers? 
          
         Edward:  No, only the land.  Another grandfather, O-Pa-Ka-Chas, 
         plus all the others said so. 
          
          
         Abe:  And hunting, fishing and trapping, were these mentioned 
         at the signing?  
          
         Edward:  The Indian was told that the animals were his and only 
         the land was wanted.  There was 3 days of talks that time. 
          
         Abe:  What were the mountains used for by our ancestors? 
          
         Edward:  They used it in some way.  My father says there is still 
         many animals and medicinal herbs and roots.  The mountains were 
         regarded highly and Indians went there for answers.  These 
         answers they looked for utilizing ceremony ages old. Today the 
         white man uses those mountains too.  Sawmills are all over the 
         place.  There is much he derives from that too.  My people 
         considered the mountains clean and good. 
          
         Abe:  What use did our elders have for rocks? 
          
         Edward:  My grandfather said there is many different uses; there 
         is strong medicine in them as they are used for sweat lodges.  
         The trees were used for sundance lodges.  The grasses and 
         other plants were used for medicine.  All present on the earth 
         were of strong medicine. 
          
         Abe:  What of the grasses? 
          
         Edward:  The horses, cows and people used them.  They were 
         given these to use.  Sod houses were made using grass and mud.  
         When the grasses grow, the animals ate them to make them grow 
         strong.  That is all I can say of that. 



          
         Abe:  We thank you.  We are workers and the children are being 
         thought of and the future will hold something for them. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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