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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - John Gladue, aged 72, recounts what he has been told of the 
         sale of Alexander Reserve land. 
         - As chief he negotiated with local white merchants to build a 
         road through the reserve. 
          
         Johnny:  What is your name? 
          
         John:  John Gladue. 
          
         Inter:  When were you born? 
          
         John:  1904. 
          
         Inter:  How old do you think you are? 
          
         John:  72 years old. 
          
         Inter:  Were you born here in this reserve? 
          
         John:  Yes, I was born here in this reserve. 
          
         Inter:  I am going to ask you some questions briefly, about 
         your reserve.  I assume there was some land sold, what year was 
         it sold, do you know? 
          
         John:  I really don't know what year it was sold, I was pretty 



         young that time they sold that land. But later when I got out 
         of school, that was 1918, then from there I know what 
         transpired in this reserve. 
          
         Inter:  Would you know who the superintendent was when this land 
         was sold and also who the chief was? 
          
         John:  I really don't know who the superintendent was at the 
         time.  Alexander Arcand was the Chief. 
          
         Inter:  Can you tell us what you know about when the people 
         sold this land or surrendered it? 
          
         John:  Yes, this land was sold, what my grandfather used to say was 
         that they gave annuals. 
          
         Inter:  What was your grandfather's name? 
          
         John:  William Burnstick (Muskipiton - CutArm), he was a 
         councillor.  He said $1.75 per acres is how much we sold the 
         land for at the time.  We didn't know what value the land was. 
         They also gave horses and machinery, that's what my grandfather 
         used to say. There was some money left over ($2,500 - 
         twenty-five hundred dollars) they put that money in the band 
         when the white people bought the land. From there they used to 
         get fed or get rations. Later on the money increased, it got to 
         be quite a bit sitting in the bank, about $5,000 (five thousand 
          
         dollars).  Adam Auigbelle was the chief then and then it was 
         Mark Bruno. So those were the chiefs, and what deal they made I 
         don't know, but they got more rations.  Orphan children, widows 
         and old people got more rations and also the school children 
         that were going to school. They used the interest money for 
         rations and everything else.  But we cut the brush ourselves 
         and we didn't get paid, the only things we got were bacon, tea 
         and flour. 
          
         Inter:  Didn't the Queen keep her promises? 
          
         John:  I suppose.  I really don't know what was her promises 
         but my grandfather used to say if you are hungry, just like a 
         kid who is nursed by her or his mother, that's how I will look 
         after you - the Queen Victoria had said. 
          
         Inter:  But you said the people sold the land? 
          
         John:  It was sold for $1.75, that's what my grandfather said.  
         I heard him say the land was sold for $1.75 per acre.  From 
         there they got rations, I guess that's where that $2,500 came 
         from.  Later those councillors, I don't know what kind of deal 
         they've made, but there was $50,000 in the bank so they 
         increased the rations a little of everything.  For those log 
         houses, they got one hundred dollars to build those houses or 
         maybe it was $50.00, I am not quite sure. 
          
         Inter:  Is that all you know of this story? 
          



         John:  Yes, that's all for those log houses.  Later they had 
         elections and I was elected chief. 
          
         Inter:  Another thing, I am going to question you on, I guess 
         there was a road going through in this reserve, what kind of 
         agreement did you make about this road? 
          
         John:  At this time, I was one of the leaders, when this road 
         was made.  There was an old road by Edward Arcand's, we call 
         him old chief; he was the one that let the first road through 
         here.  It was a winding road, a place we call Sandy Lake is 
         where the road went to.  It's not very far from here, about 5 
         or 6 miles.  That was the only road.  Then when I was the chief 
         the white people at Sandy Lake heard I was the chief so they 
         invited me over there to attend their meeting. So I went to 
         this white meeting. 
          
         Inter:  Where was this meeting? 
          
         John:  At Sandy Lake. 
          
         Inter: Do you know those white men that you had the meeting with?  
          
         John:  I don't know who that one person was, I forgot his name.  
         But he was the leader of this group he was a farmer from 
         Onoway, past Sandy Lake. 
          
         Inter:  Was he the councillor for that area? 
          
         John:  Yes, he was in council, and he was the one who asked me 
         to go to their meeting.  He said we'll help you have this road 
         straightened. This road is a sheep road, that's what he called 
         this previous road.  It was a winding road with a lot of bush.  
         "Okay, try it," I said. He collected names from the white people, 
         they all wanted this road to be straightened and took the name 
         to the government.  Then they came to see me and the 
         superintendent, some called him Indian agent. 
          
         Inter:  What was his name? 
          
         John:  Mr. S. Knapp.  "Why did you call me over?" he asked me.  
         I said, "Those white people want to make this road sraight 
         here."  He said, "That will be easy if they are helping you."  
         But he also said that it should be 100 feet wide because that 
         is the road regulation now.  I said, "Okay", and so that is why 
         we have a straight road now. 
          
         Inter:  Did you sign any papers? 
          
         John:  Yes, that's what the white people told me, so I signed.  
         They helped me from over there but it didn't come about right 
         away, it took about 3 years. 
          
         Inter:  Did you have a special meeting to ask the people here? 
          
         John:  When I first authorized this road, I asked the 
         band council first and they agreed. They said it will be nice 



         to have a straight road. 
          
         Inter:  So there was no band meeting held then? 
          
         John:  No.  As far as I know there was no white people who came 
         in.  They had their own meeting over there. 
          
         Inter:  I am not asking you that.  What I'm asking you is if 
         the Indian people here were asked by the superintendent for a 
         meeting here. 
          
         John:  Yes, he did. 
          
          
         Inter:  Did you get compensated for that? 
          
         John: We did get compensated for it.  Also we didn't sell this 
         land here. It was the other chief that opened that first road, 
         it was so crooked that's why they tried to make it straight.  
         The white people they helped us so that's why we got this road 
         straight.   
          
         Inter:  Did you say this councillor was from Onoway, he was the 
         leader of that area? 
          
         John:  He used to live across from Sandy Lake in the summer. 
          
         Inter:  I mean did he live on his homestead? 
          
         John:  I think everybody knew him in Sandy Lake area because he 
         was a road councillor or road boss. 
          
         Inter:  I hope you have told me everything.  This information 
         is going to Ottawa.  I guess the chief here and his councillors  
         think it would be a good claim.  Maybe you people can get 
         something for the right of way, that is why I am asking those 
         questions.   
          
         John:  That is all I know. 
          
         Inter:  Thank you. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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