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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Paul Snakeskin, aged 72, gives his interpretation of Treaty 
         #6.   
          
         Alexis:  We have come to ask you certain questions in regard to 
         the treaty made between the Indians and the white man and what 
         transpired then and all the promises made at that time and 
         their relevance today.  First, what is your name? 
          
         Paul:  Paul Snakeskin and I am 72 years old. 
          
         Alexis:  What do you know of the past treaty?  They used the 
         sun and the rivers to express the solidarity of the treaty. The 
         white man was well educated whereas the Indian was not.  We are 
         looking for this information so that the Queen may be made 
         aware of these promises that were to be forthcoming. She 
         is coming soon to Alberta, and all this information we need to 
         take home with us. 
          
         Paul:  My grandfather spoke of these things, these promises 
         that were made; I heard the old leaders speak of them.  In 
         1920, my grandfather made a meeting to ask of education and 
         other things and how they could work for our people. There 
         wasn't enough information to really formulate any good plans to 
         benefit our people by our own people.  Some had already 
         received education but didn't follow it any further.  Where it 
         was able to, the people answered to the treaty makers but time 
         and deliberation was spent before any decisions were reached.  



         Me-ty-ya-toom-kichi-me-ty-ya-to-tum-now was the number of 
         people present at the 1920 meeting.  The leaders said that 
         laws had to be made to safeguard the people. The people would 

 

 
 

e:  Are you saying white man's law? 

 laws at the start. 

e: Is there any other decree we should follow, such as the 
 

ul:  The leader at the treaty signing was given a pipe, it was 

e:  Did we sell this land or give it away? 

for it, but in 

e:  How much land in depth? 

nything underneath the surface.  

ul:  I never heard that spoken of.  I doubt it.  My 
ve those 

at of grasses, trees and the mountains? 

         have to realize the value of money and the means of making 
         money.  The leader stated that since there was so much money on 
         one head, that in the future we would be stronger when we had 
         more money.  To date I have heard our leaders have flown to 
         Ottawa but I haven't heard of anything of that as yet.  One of 
         my grandchildren went to Ottawa to meet with the people there.  
         My grandson said that nothing can be really gained from all the 
         talk that goes on but what should be done is laws made to 
         better increase our standing in society today. 
          
         When the commissioner came, he came with laws and he told the 
         Indians that the laws would be there to protect the Native, and
         the policeman to enforce those laws when the times called for 
         such.  The leaders agreed to this.  My grandson also says that 
         this treaty doesn't apply anymore, that it is not upheld, and I 
         agree.  This is true.  There is a lot of room where the treaty 
         can be helpful.  It should be used.  There is another set of 
         commissioners in England; they spoke differently than the ones
         they sent here.  Today that still happens.  The people in Ottawa
         spoke differently than the people they sent to meet with us.  
         Those laws they made they should follow in regard to us. 
          
          
         Ab
          

ul: Yes, I am.  The Queen sent these         Pa
          
         Ab
         pipe and sweetgrass?  Many use the Bible to swear on when they
         decree.  What we are looking for is, what was the Indian's 
         process?  What did he use? 
          
         Pa
         lit and he smoked it.  They placed much importance on that fact. 
          
         Ab
          

ul:  It was given away, as the Queen asked          Pa
         exchange for all the promises she gave us.  She was to take 
         care of us. 
          
         Ab
          

ul:  The top of it and not a         Pa
         It was about six hands deep that was given away. 
          

e:  Did we give away the lakes and rivers?          Ab
          
         Pa
         grandfather said that the fish and animals, we never ga
         away.   
          

e:  Wh         Ab
          



         Paul:  No, we never gave them away.  It is written that the 

ul:  They weren't given away either. 

ul:  Not until later. 

e:  In this part of the country, are the promises upheld?   

e:  And these reserves, we have sold some of them.  Was this 

        
 the white man. When he first came he laid money at 

e table and the people, ignorant as they were of these 

 

 is the first time 
ve heard them spoken of in the context you are, Abe. 

e 
forehand?   

heard anyone except for the fact that no one 
ceived a good copy of the treaty.  There has been many 

 was kept from the Indian but my 
andson and others obtained it.  It tells of all the 

 much of 

counts from the elders.  We haven't used the paper much as that 
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         whites wouldn't cut a single tree down. 
          

e:  What of minerals?          Ab
          
         Pa
          
         Abe:  Were the people given implements for agriculture? 
          
         Pa
          
         Ab
          
         Paul:   Not all of them.  There's much that is lacking. 
          
         Ab
         done at the request of the Indian people or was it from 
         pressure?   
  
         Paul:  It was
         th
         matters and future considerations, took the money.  I was about 
         5 years old when the reserve was sold. 
          
         Abe:  Were the mountains given away too?
          
         Paul:  I never heard them mentioned.  This
         I'
          
         Abe:  Before the treaty...did anyone tell you of the lif
         be
          
         Paul:  I never 
         re
         changes along the way.  We have a paper here. 
          
         Abe:  Is that the one in metal? 
          
         Paul:  No, there was a paper that
         gr
         discussions between leaders and it's the Indian side of things.  
         They also got writings of other meetings.  I don't know
         what happened before but after the treaty it is all written down. 
          
         Abe:  We are not looking for papers but rather oral historical 
         ac
         is not our way.  We weren't given that way.  This is why we 
         chose you as we know there is wisdom in what you have to say.  
         We thank you for your talk and we'll take them home and there
         will be some future benefit derived from all of this.  Thank 
         you.   
          

Interview)              (End of 
                                
     
        INDEX TERM          IH NUMBER       
     



     
    TREATY #6 

-interpretation of     IH-210         P. SNAKESKIN   37          2-4 
                                                            

      
    TREATY #6  
      -taking of             IH-210         P. SNAKESKIN   37          3   
     
     


