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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Interpretation of Treaty #6 from stories told by his father, 
         who was present at the signing, his uncles, and his mother. 
         The interview pertains to the treaties of 1876. 
          
         Louis:  First I'll ask you your name and how old you are. 
          
         Lazarus:  I am now 70 years old plus two months. 
          
         Louis:  Now your name and your birthplace? 
          
         Lazarus:  South of Pigeon Lake is where I was born. 
          
         Louis:  Your name? 
          
         Lazarus:  I'm called Lazarus Roan. 
          
         Louis:  I'd like to ask you about Treaty #6 and the time the 
         people were negotiated with by the government people.  Could 
         you relate to me your knowledge or perhaps through your 
         relatives you may have heard stories of the signing of the 
         treaties?   
          
         Lazarus:  I've heard of all those things.  At the first signing 
         of the treaties, my father was there, also two of my uncles.  



         At the initial treaty signing, my father's name was Shortback 
         (Cha ba Chian), Wapus aup (Rabbit Eye) was my uncle, the other 
         uncle, the oldest was named Simac Guness (Policeman).  During 
         the first treaty, he was made a councillor, the one whose name 
         was Simac Guness.  And this is the story they always related to 
         us, the manner by which the chief was dealt with.  He would 
         indicate with his hands approximately one foot in depth, "That 
         is the depth that is requested from you, that is what the deal 
         was, nothing below the surface, that will always belong to 
         you."  This is what was said.  Only land where agriculture can 
         be viable, other areas where nothing can grow, that will always 
         belong to you.  You will always be the owner of that land.  
         That is what they were promised.  That is why they were 
         agreeable to treaty because the promises were so good.  The 
         government official was always making references to a woman 
         (Queen) who had sent them.  The Indians sympathized with the 
         woman, the Queen, through her representatives.  That is why it 
         wasn't difficult to give up the land.  It was said that not one 
         piece of timber, not one stone was given up to the government.  
         The only thing which was included in the bargaining was only 
         the portion of land where something could be sown by the white 
         man.  "In the area where nothing will grow, that will always be 
         yours."  This is the promise which was made to them.  "And when 
         the negotiation has been concluded and settlers begin to 
         homestead, it will only be on his property which will be fenced 
         off, that you will not be allowed to enter.  Other areas which 
         are not homesteaded and open, this land will belong to you as 
         long as the sun walks."  These are the promises which were made 
         to our forefathers and our fathers.  It was most obliging and 
          
         sounded wonderful when the white man was first dealt with.  
         "You will always be cared for, all the time, as long as the sun 
         walks," is what they were promised. 
          
              A very old man stood up and said, "Ahow Okeymow (Chief), I 
         don't believe what you are saying.  Does the Queen feel her 
         breasts are big enough to care for us all?  There are many of 
         us people."  The government officials thought the old man was 
         insane and suggested that he be taken away from there.  It was 
         said that the man was talking nonsense.  The official replied 
         to him immediately, "Yes, she has a large breast, enough so 
         there will never be a shortage."  It is unknown and interesting 
         as to how the old man would have replied to the officials.  It 
         is said that the old man was discussing a very important issue.  
          
              The negotiators were insistent that it was only the 
         surface of the land that they bought and nothing else.  The 
         word 'bought' was not used but, "That is all that is being 
         asked of you.  We are not buying anything from you, we are 
         bargaining for it."  That is what I know about our forefathers, 
         there was another old man who witnessed the first treaty 
         signing, I don't know where it took place.  But they followed 
         the treaty negotiations closely and his stories were the same 
         as the stories told by my uncles.  He did tell the story very 
         accurately.  He related that he was already about seven years 
         old then.  The first time the treaty payment was made, each 
         person received $12.00, and then the children, boys and girls 



         were loaned to each other.  "We would change clothing and 
         appearance before we would sit next to a woman.  She then would 
         have a family of about 8 or 10 children."  He also stated that 
         there was never a question of name nor age.  The only question 
         they asked the woman was, "Are these all your children?"  The 
         woman would say, "Yes" and she would then receive her money.  I 
         forget, but when the treaty payment was made for the second 
         time, the Indians were told that $7.00 would be put in trust 
         for them.  It would accumulate and in the future when the 
         Indians were faced with hardships, the money would then be 
         given back to the Indians, there would be lots of it by then.  
         This is what they were told; from that time the Indians 
         received $5.00 in treaty payment.  That is what four of the 
         forefathers told the people. 
          
              It was in 1919 when my father died, he was 67 years old, 
         and my mother died seven years ago, she was 104 years old.  She 
         too, told everything of treaties.  "I was old enough then to 
         remember how the treaties were made," is what she said.  This 
         is the information requested here by my grandchild, but he came 
         in short notice.  If I would have time to think of all the 
         stories told by our forefathers, I could have given more 
         information at this time. 
          
              Ahow, ek seh (Okay), I'm thankful that he came with these 
         questions.  Not one animal was given to the white man, not one 
         piece of timber was given to the white man, even the grass - that 
         wasn't discussed in the agreement.  Not one stone was discussed 
         in the negotiations.  Our forefathers always maintained that 
         this country was ours including the mountains.  They were 
         positive that they never gave up the land and mountains, there 
         was no agreement made, this includes the animals. 
          
              Now my friends, those of you hear me, the white man is 
         making us suffer.  When we were just placed on earth, there was 
         also plenty of food supply and resource for our livelihood.  
         Animals were abundant in the mountains and also on the plains. 
         They survived on their own with food and water; they were 
         placed on earth by the Great Spirit our Father.  They were even 
         placed under water for our sustenance including our children.  
         My friends, the white man helped himself to all of these 
         things, they were not given to him.  The white man was also 
         given some animals but if he doesn't look after them, they will 
         starve to death.  If he doesn't provide shelter for them they 
         will freeze to death.  If he doesn't give them water they will 
         die of thirst. Those are his animals (domestic animals), the 
         animals they brought from abroad.  But for the Indians, our 
         animals will never starve to death, die of thirst or freeze to 
         death; that animal (wild game) is ours.  He is making us 
         suffer, because he has taken these animals away from us, just 
         because we are recieving $5.00 annually per person, we are 
         given our money back.  It was known that in the future there 
         would be tax, but the Indians were informed that they wouldn't 
         pay one penny for tax.  Now we are receiving $5.00 per year, 
         even myself I've figured out the amount I pay for tax far 
         exceeds that $5.00 we get back.  This is all for now.  I greet 
         you all. 



          
              If you want to know about the reserves which were left 
         behind by the people, I'm knowledgeable of all that, because my 
         father spent his childhood on one of the reserves when the 
         treaty was first made.  That was the Papaschase Reserve.  My 
         mother was from the Sharphead Reserve, I know of that one as 
         well, and the reason why they left it.  If you're interested in 
         that I can name all the people who left the reserve to go in 
         different directions.  There is also another reserve which was 
         located east of Edmonton, it was called Beaver Hill.  That is 
         all.  I wish to greet all of you. 
          
         Louis:  Thank you for talking to me.     
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