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         Fort Pitt; the promises made and broken. 
         - Stresses need to maintain tradition and 
          
          
         Lo
         also your age. 
          
         Al
         Island in Saskatchewan.  It is not the place I originally came 
         from, many of my relatives are on the Kehiwin reserve.  It was 
         my parents who brought me here and I've spent all my years 
         here.  I'm 65 years old, now the questions you are about to 
         about treaties, I will not be able to give you much information 
         which was handed down through the generations. I'm grateful 
         that I've been asked to give some information. Because back 
         home in Saskatchewan the young people there couldn't be 
         bothered with such things.  It is like an old horse when 
         let out to pasture to try and survive on its own, that is how 
         the young people regard the old people.  So today I'm thankful 
         that you have approached me. 
          

 father was at the first tr         My
         Treaty 6 at PEY OUN NAN' NIK  and also at NIPEE' KA PIT TEE QEK 
         (Rumbling Water), Fort Pitt.  That is where Sweetgrass 

sly, he          negotiated with the treaty.  He did the business on the 
         didn't notify any of the old people.  The store manager had 



         sent him to the east coast, I think it is the place known as 
         Halifax.  He travelled from Edmonton and when he arrived at 
         Fort Pitt, he exchanged horses there. He left the two he used 

he 
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   One old man stood up and said, "You who are telling us all 

 Manitou.  Look at this land with its abundance of food for 
 

 If 

       you have problems, you will have the law with you.  If the people 

 him 
u 

       answers from me."  It was Alexander Morris who said that he 

negotiate with our elders 
d to know our culture and Indian ways, to acknowledge it.  

         from Edmonton.  From Fort Pitt he travelled to Fort Carlton 
         (PEY OUN NAN NIK).  Again he changed horses there and travelled 
         to Red River, that was his way of going east.  He arrived at 
         the east coast and someone there who gave him money in a big 
         box, it was a large amount of money.  He took some of that 
         money and he brought it home.  The rest he left there with t
         priests for safekeeping.  I think it was the following year 
         that the Queen's representative met him at Fort Pitt.  It was 
         there that a man by the name of Alexander Morris arrived; he 
         was the Queen's representative.  It was he who made the treaty
         payment.  The old people had a lot to say there, but it was too 
         late as he (Sweetgrass) had already given his commitment.  The 
         representative said "Today I stand here in the name of the 
         Queen.  In God's word I'm here to negotiate with you.  I've 
         been sent here by the Queen.  What I'm saying to you is not m
         word, it is the Queen's message that you are to hear. So there 
         are three things that I'm going to talk to you about.  They are 
         the land, the timber and the grass.  The game, the animals in 
         the country are yours; the birds that fly, they are yours; the 
         fish you use to make your living, that is also yours."   
          
           
         this, you will never be able to treat us the way we are treated 
          
         by
         us, you'll never be able to match that, you will not be able to
         do it."  Because he said that they were to look after us. The 
         negotiator said, "I'll give you four people, they will be the 
         farm instructor, a blacksmith, a carpenter and a N.W.M.P.  
         These people will be yours, if you want to farm, the farm 
         instructor will be there to show you what to do. If your 
         implements are broken you'll take them to the blacksmith. 
         you want to build a home, you can depend on the carpenter.  If 
  
         who are settling will not listen to you, there will be a 
         policeman there. There will be one person who will be known as 
         a chief, he will be the leader of the reserve. I will give
         clothes and a medallion. There will be also an Indian agent.  Yo
         will partly have authority over him and so will I; he'll be far 
         away from here.  If you have any requests you will approach him 
         and he in turn will let me know and he will bring to you the 
  
         also was introduced to the pipe system (peace pipe) while 

e          negotiating.  I think my cousin Baptiste Stanley may still hav
         that pipestem which was used there. 
          
              And later on the Governor General arrived at Duck Lake, he 
         too used the pipestem.  They came to 
         an
         The business of land dealing WEE TUSK IWIN (land ownership).  
         My father used to say that the commissioner had great advantage 
         over our elders because our old people didn't read and they 
         didn't speak English.  When the Indian Act was drawn up it was 
         discovered that what I'm saying here wasn't even included in 



         the Act.  They drew it up so they could use the Indian Act to 
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         their advantage (the government).  But today you young people 
         would be able to fight this and try to get what we have been 
         promised.  Because that is what we were promised for our land. 
         He also stated that he couldn't say to the Indians "this is how
         much I'm going to pay you or this is when I'll finish paying 
         you.  But we will use the sun as a guide and also the river as 
         long as it flows and as long as the grass grows, as long as 
         there are people on this earth.  When these things fail to 
         happen then that is the time that our agreement will end."  
         That is what our elders were told. Today we see the sun, and 
         every year we see the rivers, and the grass grows every year
         Also, young people are growing up.  The commissioner used gre
         comparisons when he mentioned the sun and rivers to make his 
         promises.  Today none of that has been kept up.  As an example 
         of the Treaty 6 signing, our grievances should be heard as far 
         as England, but they never go further than our governments 
         here.  It is the fault of Ottawa; they may pretend to forget 
         these things. They think that the Indians don't know anything, 
          
         that is the reason for that. So with that I'd like to thank yo
         again for approaching me. There are more people here that you 
         can speak to.   
          
         Louis:  I will ask you some other things and you can give us 
         your understandin
         su
          
         Alex:  That thing, 6 inches is all the white man requested, th
         is all. The other thing dealing with undergr
         se
         water, but that is all he would be entitled to underground. 
         These are the things I've heard through stories, only 6 inches 
         of the surface for purposes of farming, other than that they
         were not given any more. 
          
         Louis:  Did you ever hear of the mountains to be included in 
         what the Indians gave up? 
          
         Alex:  I didn't hear anything about that, but the white man 

 his request.  I never heard          didn't include the stone in
         an
         things which they talked about, I think they would have 
         mentioned mountains if they were to be included. 
          
         Louis:  How do you see the promises as they were made by 
         government, have they kept their promises or not? 
          
         Alex:  The way I see it is that they didn't live up to their 

like it is         promises not even a small part  of them.  It seems 
         on
         after the old people - before there was never anything.  Or 
         assistance for the elders, these people who are here know that 
         also.  The looking after of old people was in a pitiful state
         After two weeks they forgot what they had promised our elders
         (treaty making).  Now gradually you people are uncovering his 
         promises that is the feeling I have. 



          
         Louis:  At your present age, what is your feeling towards the 
         land, did the Queen's representative b

ink?   
uy it?  What did you 
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aid, when he mentioned "I'll never finish paying and 
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 I mentioned before it was only the 

ter he could get from underground. But for coal, oil and gold 
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 about the elders, the name KIS SA NO (old man) is 
d from the word KIS SAIT.  That is where the name KIS SAY 

ing, 

         th
          
         Alex:  There wasn't any mention of them buying the land, tha
         is why I s
         I'll never pay you enough."  That is what he said so it's like
         borrowing the land. 
          
         Louis:  What about the minerals underground such as coal and 
         oil, were they discus
          
         Alex:  None of that was ever mentioned.  I've never heard of s
         a thing to be discussed. As
         wa
         they had nothing to do with these things.  It was only later on 
         that the government was making these other transactions. 
          
         Louis:  What are your views towards the future of the children, 
         and what are your hopes so that the Indians can be firm wi
         th
          
         Alex:  I'll tell you this much and how I see it.  We'll have t
         encourage our chi
         can to set a good example including other children.  We will 
         have to maintain our culture, so as we don't lose it.  Because 
         the way the children are being taught by the white men could 
         influence them, and when we as elders fall (die) then they 
         will be as helpless as a duckling when one can hit them over 
         the head anytime.  That is how bad it will be if he is going t

i         follow the white man.  If our children don't cherish the Ind
         traditions, if they don't go back to the Indian ways that is 
         what I've heard the elders say.  "When your children have 
         reached a high degree of education and when you are faced with 
         that, that is when things will start to get rough."  I've hear
         elders talking like that.  Now today we have this lady who 
         cause the breaking up of the reserves (Lavalle case), that is 
         what they were saying.  This is the only way, for you young 
         people to approach the elders to find out the ways of Indian 
         traditions and how much they thought of it.  That is the only 
         way that you can make any progress.  If you take me as an 
         example, with the situation I'm in, I'll never realize that 
         day... the same applies to my fellow elders.  It will be up to 
         you, your children, you will have to teach them the Indian 
         When they have been taught by the white man and have been bad
         influenced with money, alcohol, loss of native values, that is 
         when they will be faced with hardship, that is what the elders 
         said. 
          
         So friends, we should never put aside our ways, and I mentioned 
         earlier

rive         de
         NO is from.  The other word, an old man told me was NAY EOW 
         (Indian).  That is a name attached to the four seasons; spr
         summer, fall and winter like four into one.  That name was 
         given to us by Manitou, for us to possess togetherness and 



         love. That is the only thing that will help us, to keep within 
         us our Indian traditions.  Our leader is white-oriented, but 

his 
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         your leader, I understand how he does business.  He has had 
         education, but he's using it properly to work for his Indians, 
         that is the proper way. That is what I always say.  But you 
         have people who are influenced by the white way of life, he 
         will be lost. So that will be all, I'll let someone else talk. 
          
         Louis:  Thank you very much for talking to us. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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