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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Description of the scene at the signing of Treaty #6; 
         interpretation of promises made. 
          
         Louis:  First I'll ask you your name and age and how long you 
         have been here and also where you are from? 
          
         Fred:  My name is Fred Horse, I'm 63 years old, I'm from Frog 
         Lake, my Cree name is KUS KIT TAO KEH WHO (Black Eagle).   
          
         Louis:  The reason why I made this trip was to approach the 
         elders for information they may have on Treaty 6.  How the 
         Queen made the promises and if she stood by her promise; also 
         what is it she negotiated, was it for the land or was it a 
         treaty for better relations (peace treaty)?  No doubt you have 
         some information from elders you have heard telling stories. 
          
         Fred:  First I'll start by saying something about the 
         representative who was sent by the Queen.  He spoke for a long 
         time as he had much to discuss, to talk about these things with 
         the elders.  The discussions were made to sound encouraging.  
         I'm not certain at this time but I think the representative 
         spent a week talking to the Indians.  This is what I was told, 
         I'm not doubting what these other men have said.  But that is 
         how I was told, I was told more than once.  The representative 



         I think stayed for one week talking to the people.  The Indians 
         did not accept the terms at first, because they too were 
         meeting, talking and getting an idea of what other people 
         thought.  When the elders had reached a decision, they 
         approached the representative for further discussions.  But it 
         was late in the day that they accepted.  They told him that 
         first they would like to foresee the whole thing, as the Indian 
         had some foresight, and were depending on it.  That is what was 
         said.  That the agreement would never come to an end as long as 
         the earth existed, that was the understanding. The 
         representative agreed to that, so the Indians were also in 
         agreement and accepted.  That is when the elders agreed to the 
         very important transaction.  Once it was complete it was to 
         last forever.  It was at this time that the pipestem was 
         brought into use, we still have that pipestem. The 
         representative also took the pipe and smoked from it.  That is 
         when the representative took the stem in his right and raised 
         it towards the sky. 
          
         And it is true that it was only three things that he was 
         supposed to negotiate for.  That includes the land, grass and 
         timber.  The land would be to make a living agriculturally, the 
         grass to feed the animals and the timber for building a home 
         and also to keep the livestock.  As for other things such as 
         birds flying and animals on the ground, they are not included. 
         And anything underwater is also not included, and any animal in 
         the bush you make your living with, these things the 
         representative didn't buy from you.  The amount of land he 
          
         bought he indicated like this, (open hand with extended thumb).  
         In the future the white man will explore underground but these 
         are the things they didn't buy from the Indian.  If any money 
         should be made from it, the Indians should be entitled to it. 
         This is the way I've heard these stories.  I can't mention all 
         the promises but those were many of them. 
          
         There would be schools on the reserve, so the children could 
         get an education, to go as high as possible.  The white man 
         said that this would take place inside the reserve.  They would 
         also have a farm instructor; he will teach the Indian how to 
         farm.  These people would be answerable to the Indian.  The 
         farm instructor would respond to the requests of the Indian.  
         The other thing was the farm implements, garden hoes and forks.  
         That is that the white man could give the Indian.  The Indians 
         were told that the white man was limited in what he could give 
         but all these things mentioned the Indians would receive.  "If 
         you want to farm, you will get some grain."  When you have 
         finished the negotiations, there should be no end to the 
         agreement (forever).  But in the future the white man will 
         become secure and established and the Indian should be part of 
         this.  You wouldn't have to pay for anything, all this would be 
         free to the Indians. From that time on everything will be more 
         firmly established the Indian should be entitled to all this, 
         because they have already paid for it.  The representative said 
         that at one time the Indian was starving to death.  He told the 
         Indians that this would not happen again, "The Queen's arm is 
         long and when you are faced with starvation, she will reach out 



         to protect you."  From that time on there will be rations and 
         all kinds of things such as money, the Queen will dump them in 
         front of you.  They were told that the white man would look 
         very impressive in the future.  His land would be the best, but 
         when the Indians have completed their negotiations, everything 
         they had, including food, was to have been better than the 
         white man's.  Take a look at the sun as it walks, the Queen 
         used it as a pledge to strengthen the promises. As long as the 
         sun walks is as long as she would look after the Indian. Also 
         the Saskatchewan River was referred to, as long as it was 
         flowing.  The agreement was to last as long as these two were 
         in existence.  That was the Queen's promises.  That is why I 
         say, the white man has manipulated us that we are confused.  It 
         is not that we are really confused, it's that he promised us 
         the money. It was a promise. The Queen was to give us money and 
         food, to care for the Indians. It is like the Queen replaced 
         Manitou in taking care of us. 
          
              That is the way the promises were made, to give money and 
         food.  Some day in the future she may try to cover all these 
         promises.  If the Indian is losing his rights with broken 
         promises, the police...  there was a line of N.W.M.P. and the 
         officer in charge was riding a dark horse with his sword almost 
          
         touching the ground. The negotiator said, "If you are having 
         problems and feel neglected, this is the man you have to call 
         upon.  If you fail or if the chief is having problems, that is 
         when you can use this man."  The representative had included 
         these men and they would work for the Indian as much as they 
         did for the Queen.  Today we have not put this authority to 
         use.  We always rely on a lawyer, if we were to go by what was 
         said we would use the police chief as the Indians were told 
         that is why he has authority.  That he takes his life into his 
         own hands he makes his living on it.  But there is nothing he 
         cannot do, if he wants to do something he'll do it.  The 
         N.W.M.P. were to look after the Indians on the reserve, so the 
         white man would get the Indians mixed up.  But today it is the 
         alcohol which is confusing the Indians and they were not 
         supposed to have a drop of it. 
          
         Louis:  Did the Indians give up the lakes and the mountains? 
          
         Fred:  No, they didn't; you listened to me earlier. No, they 
         only talked about the three things, not the mountains nor the 
         water.  They did not give up anything which is living in the 
         bush or flying in the air.  Someday the white man will try to 
         take the things that were not included in the agreement, that 
         is when the police should help to straighten out these problems.  
         We see that today.  Take the fishing, the Indians were not told 
         that they would have to pay for it.  We now pay for fishing 
         licenses and also trapline licenses.  The Indians weren't told 
         they would have to pay for them.  The reason I know all this is 
         because my grqandfather "Horse" was a headman at the time.  He 
         was given a flag and if it wore out he would receive another 
         one.  They also were given clothes and they would always get 
         clothing. They were given medallions with the Queen's head on 
         it, this would give the chiefs authority.  The chiefs would 



         retain this authority forever.  Now today we have none of that, 
         we even put a drunkard for a chief.  This is not what was said, 
         this is where we are making a mistake. If the chiefs and 
         councillors continue to be misbehaving the old treaties will be 
         useless.  If somebody makes a good suggestion someone speaks up 
         who thinks he is more intelligent.  This is the way we are 
         going, so how can the Indian people expect to get anyplace if 
         this is how they are working.  But if they think as one and put 
         their minds together they can accomplish what they have in 
         mind. I'm not angry when I talk loud, I just like talking loud.  
         But there are people here who can also talk, they are much 
         older than I am.  But I've spoken to elders much older than I 
         am.  If the young people of today would listen to advice as they 
         did long ago there wouldn't be as much trouble today. That's 
         all I have to say. 
          
         Louis:  Thank you. 
          
         (End of Interview)     
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