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Peter Shirt, born 1886, describes the amalgamations at the 

uis:  Could you tell me first, what is your name, where you 

ter:  I was born in 1886 so you can find out how old I am. 

uis:  What is your name? 

uis:  From Goodfish Lake? 

ter:  Goodfish. 

tell about the procedures the people took 

om here so people 
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         Saddle Lake Reserve, and the sale of reserve land. 
          
         Lo
         are from and how old you are?  So it will be here. 
          
         Pe
          
         Lo
          

ter:  Peter Shirt.          Pe
          
         Lo
          
         Pe
          

uis:  Could you          Lo
         during the surrender of land in Saddle Lake? 
          

ter:  Meetings were held, but us, we are fr         Pe
         would go from here to the meetings held in Saddle Lake 
         regarding the land surrender.  Oh there was large groups
         there was a minister there, a big guy.  He was an elderly man 
         not a single man.  "You should sell, 'cause some of you haven't 
         got any horses."  (He was talking in Cree)  "You can buy horses 
         and you could raise horses, mares," he said in Cree and there 
         was laughter.  People thought the goslings not really 



         understanding the difference between horses and mares (mare and 

hey 

t one thing the elders sure didn't favor the surrender.  They 

they 

ter:  No, not very much; no, not very much.  It was a final 

 Did you people receive the $100 payment as it was 

 payment.  The chief at that time in 

 
r, 

f 

y 

 vote is the way it was won.  This 

e majority for the surrender.  Was there 

         gosling sound alike in Cree).  He really pushed for the 
         surrender that guy.  I guess he was there prior because t
         were always there.  So that was it, since he was so 
         influential.  As you know in the past, we have always taken the 
         white man's word in confidence.  So they thought that would 
         work out better for the Indians. 
          
         Bu
         really didn't want the surrender.  They were not all elders, 
         there was some young people too.  The elders didn't like it; 
         they felt bad they did not want the surrender.  Where, the 
         elders were saying, where are the future and our future 
         generations going to stay and be placed?  Now that is where we 
         are now.  This is a small reservation, I guess you see it now 
         and then on the map.  There is nothing, there is cattle here.  
         It's a good thing, lucky they can make hay outside; it's always 
         been like that.  That's us here, that plain to see.  But people 
         were defeated so the land was sold.  There was too many people 
         for the surrender.  There was some young people who were 
         against the surrender but they couldn't do anything cause 
         were not old enough to vote.  Though their families were 
         against the surrender, but as you know in those days young 
         people had no say nor could they vote. 
          
         Louis:  Did they have meetings prior to the surrender? 
          
         Pe
         meeting, when the people here went to that meeting.  That's 
         all.   
          

uis:          Lo
         promised to the people? 
          

ter:  Everyone got the         Pe
         Saddle Lake, Thomas Makokis, he was from here, but he got 
         married out there so he lived there.  And he didn't want to
         sign the surrender, and he was told by the Protestant ministe
         "Thomas, you have been defeated, there is nothing you can do.  
         You will have to sign your name now."  Thomas (Chief) said, "I 
         am not signing my name," then the minister advised him again.  
         "Okay Thomas, sign your name to it."  Since they had a lot of 
         faith in the minister.  See his name would not have been on 

e         that surrender if he wasn't told to sign it.  I guess the chi
         from here at that time didn't sign the surrender either. 
          

uis:  At that time, when they voted, how and by how man         Lo
         votes were they defeated by? 
          

ter:  Majority, by majority         Pe
         is what I'm saying.  Your child does not want the surrender, by 
         that your name shouldn't be taken.  This is where we were 

          cheated.  Oh how they hated the surrender, it was hated but
         they were defeated. 
          

uis:  There was th         Lo
         people going around to see people or what? 



          
         Peter:  I just couldn't tell you that.  But we were at the 
         final meeting where this minister was advocating for the 
         surrender.  They thought he was smart.  So he won the 
         surrender.  Up till now it's talked about yet.  How we were 
         cheated, that is all. 
          
         Louis:  What were the Indians really promised if they 
         surrendered the land? 
          
         Peter:  Oh, that I don't know because I was not a leader, I was 
         only an observer, but everyone received $100.  Now at present, 
         they are trying to split us, the Saddle Lakers.  But there is a 
         lot from here that went there.  The workers from here majority 
         are out there, that's the ones that are working and making a 
         living.  They too have land out there 'cause there are three 
         (3), Blue Quill for one.  Their land was never touched from 
         here. #128 that was surrender, not their land, but they got the 

lit, so it is going to be pretty hard yet in that area.  

 

 about 

ing cause there isn't much. 

uis:  How about these Washatanows, how did they come about? 

te:  Those too, they received the same amount of money and 
e 

t was 

 
p. 

uis:  Were you all amalgamated? 

ter:  Yes.  And there was one time.  I don't know which agent 

e 
 

         equal amount of money when we surrendered the land.  Although 
         it wasn't their land.  So when we get together regarding this 
          
         sp
         Because they shouldn't be getting anything now.  They should 
         reimburse us since our part is small now.  We wouldn't be able
         to make a living out of it.  It's a good thing today now there 
         is a lot of money.  People working so people don't starve.  
         Take like me from this old age pension; I eat from it. 
          

uis:  Do you remember any more that you could tell us         Lo
         regarding that? 
          

ter:  No, noth         Pe
          
         Lo
          
         Pe
         their land wasn't touched.  What happened was a man by the nam
         of Ross, long ago he was the Indian agent.  I was a kid then I 
         seen him.  It was heard that he was trying to get the 
         Washatanows to move over to Saddle Lake.  I wonder if i
         true as said he (agent) finally assaulted one of the elders.  
         He finally got his way.  The Washatanows finally moved to 
         Saddle Lake and the same amount of land was added to Saddle
         Lake, the Washatanows' portion.  It is plain to see on the ma
          
         Lo
          
         Pe
         it was heard that the agent mention to him to amalgamate and 
         you come the head chief.  Seenum said, "No.  I could never 
         become a chief.  I know the people, they will never choose m
         for their head chief."  They really forced him to take the seat
         of a chief. Again a minister was the one who really bugged 
         Seenum in becoming a chief.  The minister's name was Rev. Glass 
         (Protestant minister); he spoke Cree.  The Minister was saying 
         to Mr. Seenum, "Okay Seenum, these people here who are offering 
         you to lead your people are not saying it for fun.  These 



         people are government employees, government officials; they 

uis:  In voting for the surrender, which way did you vote? 

ter:  Oh, I voted for the surrender because we took the 
e 

re for the surrender.  But that's how things were at that 

uis:  Was there an inspector that might have been advocating 

ter:  That now, I really don't know about.  The person's name 

uis:  Yes, his name is mentioned in the paper when he was 

ter:  At that time he made me speak too.  'Cause he didn't 

g 
 

uis:  Yeah.  

ter:  And there was quite a few of those kind of people, who 

 should surrender the land? 
y 

ter:  The land is not doing any good for you people.  That is 

r 

uis:  What is it? 

 of anything mentioned or promised for the 

         don't lie.  If you count as one band you will be the headman.  
         Again the Rev. pursuaded Mr. Seenum so finally Mr. Seenum 

't          accepted it and now today there is none of that.  There isn
         #128 today.  That is our number in treaty. 
          
         Lo
          
         Pe
         minister's word.  He said, "You are not at present or in th
         future going to use that land anyway.  So it's better for you 
         people to sell that portion of the land."  So that was it.  
         Sure most of us out here had horses but there was some that 
          
         we
         time.  Sure they bought horses then.  
          
         Lo
         for the surrender? 
          
         Pe
         was Morrison who came out here to deal with the people.  I 
         wonder if he is known? 
          
         Lo
         there.   
          
         Pe
         know anyone out here.  Because the minister said it would be 
         better if we surrender the land so for those of us who were 
         standing on the way.  Just like, if you wanted to do somethin
         and someone was standing in the way, you wouldn't like it too.  
          
         Lo
          
         Pe
         wanted to have horses and other things.  So, what the minister 
         said, everyone believed him.  But for the ones who were against 
         the surrender, were against it. 
          

uis:  Did they mention why you         Lo
         Although you have mentioned a few reasons, but what was reall
         promised to you people? 
          
         Pe
         what was said.  If you sell this land, the money that you are 
         going to receive from it, you will be able to buy the things 
         you haven't got.  That was all.  This is what I am saying.  Fo
         the people who didn't have anything. 
          
         Lo
          

ter:  I don't know         Pe
         future.  That was all that was said.  You haven't got any use 
         for that land anyway.  It would be better if you people did 
         surrender the land. 
          



         Louis:  Do you know of Robert Houle? 

of hearing. 

ter:  Oh -- yes, I knew him from Saddle Lake - Saddle Lake 
dian.  Yes, since Robert Houle had the same faith as the 

 

  

 thank you very much. 

                          INDEX 

 DOC NAME    DISC #      PAGE # 

SSIONARIES 
-influence of          IH-205         PETER SHIRT1   35          2-5 

 

E     DISC #      PAGE # 

ULE, ROBERT               IH-205      PETER SHIRT1   35          6 
KOKIS, THOMAS             IH-205      PETER SHIRT1   35          3 

          
         Peter:  I couldn't hear you, I'm hard 
          
         Louis:  Robert Houle? 
          
          
         Pe
         In
         minister, he had to be a strong supporter for him.  And also 
         Mr. Moses.  I don't know his first name.  He was made chief 
         then.  When they were going to surrender the land.  So as the 
         chief wouldn't back out of the deal.  And later on again, but
         the land wasn't surrendered this time.  People were against it 
         this time cause we seen what happened from the prior surrender.
         Although these people got their payment.  But for those who 
         didn't work for themselves, it didn't do them any good anyway.  
         A person who works is the one that can make something for 
         himself.  But if you don't work you don't get anywhere.  That 
         is all. 
          
         Louis:  I
          
         (End of Interview)     
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