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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Tells of his concerns about the loss of some reserve land on 
         the Beaver Lake Reserve. 
         Johnny:  What is your name? 
          
         Lawrence:  Lawrence Mountain.  
          
         Johnny:  How old are you? 
          
         Lawrence:  I am 57 years old. 
          
         Johnny:  Where were you born?   
          
         Lawrence:  Right here in Beaver Lake. 
          
         Johnny:  What were your parents' names? 
          
         Lawrence:  Hodtherun and Soolee. 
          
         Johnny:  Did they belong to Beaver Lake Reserve? 
          
         Lawrence:  My father was born here and my mother was a Metis 
         from Lac la Biche. 
          
         Johnny:  As long as Beaver Lake existed was your father a 
         resident here? 
          
         Lawrence:  Yes, he has been a resident ever since. 
          



         Johnny:  How did he make a living? 
          
         Lawrence:  Trapping, hunting, fishing and working out in the 
         summer.   I don't know of anything else.  He never had a farm 
         as far as I know. 
          

hnny:  Since this reserve has become a reserve, do you know 

wrence:  Maybe a little bit.  For instance, the missionary 

those 

hnny:  What year was the agreement made? 

wrence:  I don't  know. 

as the chief when this transaction 

, I don't know because I wasn't born until after 

u remember who the first chiefs were when 

I remember him quite well. 

hnny:  What was his English name? 

wrence:  I don't know.  All I know is his Cree name, 

hnny:  While Frenchman was chief was that when this land 

wrence:  Yes, I think so because from what I heard they built 

hnny:  Would you know who the Indian agent was sixty years 

wrence:  No, maybe Gillon, I think it was him.  I was too 

         Jo
         what has happened? 
          
         La
         farm, the people exchanged land with the missionaries.  The 
         missionaries had land by the southwest corner of Beaver Lake 
         Reserve.  They were supposed to build a church there but they 
         didn't like the area so they asked the people if they would 
         exchange land and build a church on the Beaver Lake Reserve; 
         the people agreed.  Now someone else is occupying those two 
         quarters they had given to the Indian people.  Also I think 
         they have taken over some Indian land.  No one has ever 
         complained of this before.  Since we are supposed to own 
         two quarters I think we should look into this matter.  Because 
         the elders used to say the missionaries gave us two quarters 
         for our one quarter so we own those two quarters. 
          
          
         Jo
          
         La
          

hnny:  Do you know who w         Jo
         took place?  
          

wrence:  No         La
         this took place. 
          

hnny:  Would yo         Jo
         Beaver Lake first became a reserve? 
          

wrence:  Yes, one was Whashemaw.           La
          
         Jo
          
         La
         Whashemaw.  After him Frenchman was chief. 
          
         Jo
         trading took place? 
          
         La
         the church sixty years ago and Frenchman was the chief at that 
         time.   
          
         Jo
         ago?   
          
         La
         young to remember but he was at Saddle Lake too, right about 
         that time.  



          
         Johnny:  This land you are talking about, how did your people 
         find out it belonged to the Beaver Lake Band? 
          
         Lawrence:  We found out through one halfbreed.  I won't mention 
         his name, but he knew we had some land there and we were 
         corrupted by white people. 
          
         Johnny:  What was this halfbreed's name? 

hnny:  Were you once chief? 

wrence:  Yes, for one year.  I didn't get a chance to look 
s 

e 
 

hnny:  How many years were you a leader? 

wrence:  I was a chief for one year and a councillor for two. 

wrence:  About six years ago. 

hnny:  Would you know if any land surrenders took place on 

wrence:  No, I don't know, only thing I know about is what 

hnny:  Who was the priest when this took place?  What priest 

wrence:  I just don't know, maybe Father Lacombe, that was a 

 

hnny:  Right where the church is located, how much land did 

          
         Lawrence:  Lawrence Pruden.  I suppose it had something to do 
         with their grandfather's estate.  They brought the subject up 
         that Beaver Lake Band owned some land somewhere near the 
         southwest corner of Beaver Lake Reserve.  I too, had heard 
         elders say some land had been traded with the missionaries 
         years ago.  I also tried to trace this information but was 
         unsuccessful.   
          
         Jo
          
         La
         into this matter.  I was just getting ready to do so when I wa
         taken out of the position of chief.  I was defeated by Al 
         Lameman.  People thought he would be a good chief because h
         had quite a bit of education and they also thought he would be
         the right person to represent Beaver Lake Band. 
          
         Jo
          
         La
          

hnny:  When did this take place?          Jo
          
         La
          
         Jo
         this reserve?   
          
         La
         I've been telling you about. 
          
         Jo
         did the people deal with and make an agreement with? 
          
         La
         long time ago.  I would think that he's the one; he was here 
         about that time.  I got a brother here, his name is Mike 
         Mountain, he would know it all but he's kind of losing his
         mind.  That's about all I can tell you, I know no more. 
          
         Jo
         your people give to the missionaries? 
          
         Lawrence:  One hundred and sixty acres, I think. 
          

hnny:  Did they give the beach also?          Jo
          



         Lawrence:  No, that's a different thing altogether and it's 

hnny:  So you only gave them one quarter? 

hnny:  Oh, yes! 

y 

nd 

hnny:  What about while you were a chief, did you know if 

hnny:  Would you know when this reserve was first surveyed? 

hnny:  What I mean is, the first original survey? 

wrence:  I don't know.  If I say anything else I would be 

hnny:  I thank you for telling me this story. 
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         located in a different area.  Right where the beach is located 
         that's the Indian Reserve.  On this side is where the boundary 
         is at.   
          
         Jo
          
         Lawrence:  Yes, and they gave two quarters to the Indians for 
         that one quarter. 
          
          
         Jo
          
         Lawrence:  We think we lost more than 2 quarters.  There are 
         white people living there and we think they took more than the
         should have taken.  We think they took more of the Indian's 
         land.  No one has ever looked into the matter.  Those past 
         chiefs had been misinformed and had insufficient education a
         also those interpreters helped the Indian agents do corrupt 
         work.   
          
         Jo
         there was any document of any kind made by your people and the 
         missionaries?   
          
         Lawrence:  I really don't know.  I never bothered to look for 
         any documents.  I was too young.  But that's where I made my 
         mistake. 
          
         Jo
          

wrence:  No, I could not say because I was born much later.          La
          
         Jo
          
         La
         lying. 
          
         Jo
          

nd of Interview)              (E
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