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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Discusses her participation in the Walpole Island fair.           
         Burton:   We want to talk to you about horse racing.  I 
         understand that you took part in horse racing at the fairs.  
         How old were you when you started horse racing? 
          
         Ida:      I was 12 years old.  
          
         Burton:   Well, how long did you race, how many years?  
          
         Ida:      About three years. 
          
         Burton:   So you were 12, 13, 14, and 15. 
          
         Ida:      Yeah.   
          
         Burton:   Do you know approximately what year that would be?  
          
         Ida:      It would be in the '30s. 
          
         Burton:   What was the name of your horse? 
          
         Ida:      Oh, I didn't have the same horse all the time.  The 
         one I had one time was Danny -- that was Elvis' horse.  And 
         another time I got Simeon Blackbird's horse, Billy, because I 
         worked over there for them.  And I asked if I could have a 
         pony.  He said, "Oh yeah," so I had one of his ponies named 



         Billy.  Oh, I had my own too -- Jimmy -- I had my own pony 
         named Jimmy. 
          
         Burton:   Do you know what color each horse was? 
          
         Ida:      Oh yeah, Jimmy was a good looking horse.  He was kind 
         of light, I don't know what you call it, soil.  And he had 
         whole white legs and a white face, and kind of a silver hair.  
         Oh, he was a pretty horse.  And Danny, little bit darker -- 
          
          
         that's Elvis' horse.  He had white face and only two white legs 
         in the back.  And Simeon's horse was kind of this color, 
         brownish, like Billy, all brownish.  I had three different 
         ponies.  
          
         Burton:   Did you do any practising at home? 
          
         Ida:      Oh, I started when I was seven years old.  Not a 
         pony, one of them big farm horses.  That horse, George Isaac 
         had a lot of horses.  That's how I knew how to ride, I wasn't a 
         little scared of a horse.  (laughs)  Raised with horses.  Of 
         course, I had to look after them.  
          
         Gladys:   Can you tell us the names of some of the people that 
         you raced against? 
          
         Ida:      Oh, one of them Earl Smith, Earl Smith Senior; and 
         John (name); and Robby Johnson -- I think he's dead; Edward and 
         Alvin...                                                     
          
         Burton:   Johnson? 
          
         Ida:      Yeah, Edward and Alvin Johnson.  They were old but 
         they rode.  And I think Claudy Sands too.  I don't know where 
         he is. 
          
         Burton:   Eva? 
          
         Ida:      Yeah, Eva just... 
          
         Burton:   Eva, she was a Johnson. 
          
         Ida:      Johnson, yeah.  Just two of us girls riding with 
         boys, racing with them.  And one of -- I don't think it's 
         Francis, I think it was... I don't remember, John was in there 
         but the youngest one, Herbert (name).  I don't know what they 
         call him, John (name)'s younger brother.   
          
         Burton:   Hubert I think is his correct name, they call him 
         Hibert.  
          
         Ida:      Yeah.  Well, I don't know what his name is.  He was 
         kind of a small young boy, but he rode.   
          
         Burton:   Wonder if you could tell us what... 
          



         Ida:      There was about six, seven of us in the track.   
          
         Burton:   I wonder if we could go back a little bit and talk 
         about what you used to do to look after the horses. 
          
         Ida:      I used to clean them stables.  (laughs)  I was, them 
         horses, big farm horses, George Isaac's horses.  He worked on 
         the road with them, he had about two teams of big horses.  And 
         Isaac had to drive them because that was, he stayed there and 
         he worked for George.  Not only horses, we had to look after 
         cattle too.  There was cattle in there, a lot of them.  Well, 
         regular farm -- horses, pigs, and chickens, and geese, and 
         everything.   
          
         Burton:   So you used to do, you used to drive the horses too? 
          
         Ida:      Oh yeah, I drove the horses.  I used to go in the 
         bush with them.  (laughs)  I don't know how I handled them but 
         I did.  I wasn't very big either.   
          
         Burton:   Did you used to help out selling wood?  
          
         Ida:      Yes, I used... I couldn't hardly lift the wood 
         though, long wood.  And I don't know who George...  Oh, I think 
         he got them Wrightman brothers.  They stayed over there, 
          
          
         Blackbirds, Hibert and Harvey.  Them is the ones George got to 
         cut long wood for the schools.  That's why they delivered the 
         wood; one over here, big school, another one over there where I 
         went to school, long wood.  And I guess he got a job selling 
         the wood to school, I guess.  And I used to... I can hardly lift 
         the wood myself, but Isaac did.  I was driving the horses on 
         weekends.  Oh, they used to do a lot, they used to do logging 
         too.  Scraping the road with them horses. 
          
         Burton:   The horses pulled the road scraper in those days?  
          
         Ida:      Yeah.  Oh yeah, and George was the one, he had one 
         team and he hitched it up.  Three days he was on the roads 
         scraping, he'd start about Wednesday and he'd end up around 
         about Friday.  Right from over there and right up to Highbanks 
         he'd go, and out towards Sny.  He was on the road for three 
         days.  Every weekend he went and got them horses so they'd pull 
         that grader.  I don't know where that went, that scraper. 
          
         Burton:   That was a long time ago.  It probably rotted out. 
          
         Ida:      Oh, I think, I think Charlie Jacobs took it after, but 
         I don't know what he done with it, I wouldn't know.   
          
         Burton:   Did you also use horses to go out, you know, like a 
         buggy?  I think they called them buggies. 
          
         Ida:      Oh yeah, all the time.  I used to put one of them 
         horses on the buggy.  I used to ride around all over here, 
         Walpole, on a horse and buggy.  (laughs)  Myself, when I had 



         own pony, after I got my own pony -- I bought that from Ellis 
         Peters, that nice looking pony.  You know, your grandmother, 
         she sold it to me for $25, and we trained it.  We helped Isaac 
          
          
         put it with another horse that's tame on the wagon, and then we 
         had to hold the rope, Ellis and I.  And after a while we kept 
         putting it on wagon, and after a while it got tame.  And Ellis 
         used to chum with Earl Smith.  Earl Smith had another pony, the 
         one he raced with, and he used to come around there.  I used to 
         go out... Ellis had his own pony and one time he seen that 
         pony, "That's a nice looking," he said.  "Yeah, that belongs to 
         Ida, but that, it's not broken to ride."  He said, "I'll ride 
         it.  I'll broke it in," he said.  And one time he come over 
         there and he had a saddle on this pony, and he put the saddle 
         on that, "Now, watch him."  And Ellis had a rope around his 
         neck, and after he put the saddle on Earl Smith was on that road 
         and oh, that thing was really jumping up and everything.  About 
         three times that thing went up in the air, that horse, but he 
         hung on.  And after a while Ellis just let the rope go and then 
         he put it around that horse's neck and he tied it.  And then he 
         hit that horse and that horse would run here and there, and 
         after a while he got him going on the road.  After a while that 
         horse knew.  He broke that pony for me.  I can't ride it right 
         away.  He used to come over and ride it so it got really broken 
         in riding.  I didn't go, I kind of ride it but I didn't make it 
         go fast until I got used to that pony.   
          
         Burton:   Well, how did you get the idea to race at the fair?  
         Did somebody ask you or did you ask? 
          
         Ida:      Eva, I think, she's the one that started, her dad.  
         She was riding around there -- she had a couple of ponies and 
         she used to come with her dad.  And she used to ask me, we'd be 
         riding on road, we did ride on the road.  And I think somebody 
         asked us to ride in the fair but I don't remember who it is, 
         whoever the fair board was.  Seems to me it was... I don't 
         remember who it was.  
          
         Burton:   Would it be Charlie, Charlie Jacobs? 
          
         Ida:      No.  Maybe, it might be Charlie Jacobs, but I thought 
         it was...  It might have been Charlie Jacobs.  But I remember 
         one time it was Bob Williams was in there too. 
          
         Burton:   Oh yeah, right. 
          
         Ida:      But I don't know which one of them though, that time.  
         It might have been Charlie.  And we started racing with them 
         boys.  Oh, they wanted, I wanted a horse ride and they wanted 
         races on the... because a lot of them came over in a boat over 
         here.  Over there that dock has, I think it's called Putten Bay 
         -- passenger boat and a lot of people got off of there.  From 
         Detroit, I guess.  I don't know where they came from.  And them 
         bands used to come in there and stand around wait for the 
         people to get off that dock, and we used to come riding in 
         there because the fur company wanted us to come there with them 



         ponies and we used to come there.  And we used to go behind, 
         behind them band.  I think they wanted us to ride behind the 
         band and we did, and the rest of the people coming in the 

es         grounds, a lot of people from the boat.  And them is the on , 

h, I 

rton:   When you were racing at the fair did you have sort of 

a:      Yes.  I made it myself, I made it myself.  I sewed a 

 on 

t 

adys:   Did you ever come in first when you were racing? 

ink 

rton:   Did you get paid for racing? 

a:      Yes, not too much, $2 a day them days.  But that was 

 

t 
 

rton:   So you got your $3? 

a:      Yeah, and Earl told him, "If you promise us you give 

ere was people sitting on the grandstand that wanted to see 

         I think -- the Americans -- them is the ones that really 
         enjoyed the horse racing.  Because one of them told me, "O
         betted for you, but you came on the third," he told me.  One of 
         them, some man.   
          
         Bu
         an Indian uniform? 
          
         Id
         red shirt.  I owned the, George or somebody bought boys' pants, 
         khaki color and a brown shirt.  And so I don't know where I got 
          
         the red material and I sewed on there.  And I cut it in pieces, 
         all along that.  And on my head I just had a, I just had 
         something in here, tie it, and I think I had kind of beads
         there.  But I couldn't have a feather on because it wouldn't 
         stay on.  Eva had a feather on though.  I used to put it on bu
         I took it off because riding, that thing wouldn't stay on.   
          
         Gl
          
         Ida:      Nope, I never had a good horse, I never came in 
         first.  Eva did, I don't know how many... twice anyway I th
         she came in first.  I never did, I was round about the third 
         all the time, third or fourth.   
          
         Bu
          
         Id
         bunch of us, six, seven of us in there, each one got $2.  And 
         one time too, I think it was Bob Williams the one that was 
         heading that and Earl Smith, they said, "Oh, we shouldn't be
         riding.  Oh, better not ride for $2," he said, "we should be 
         paid about $3."  I think Bob Williams is the one that said 
         that.  Oh he didn't, it was (name) that told them that $2 no
         enough, we want $3.  He said, "Oh, you'll have to race, because
         them white people want to see you people race."  And Earl said, 
         "No, we're not racing until you give us $3."  So we couldn't go 
         on the track.  He had us all rounded up, nobody went on the 
         track. 
          
         Bu
          
         Id
         us $3 each then we'll get on the track."  So he had to, because 
          
         th
         the track.  He took us way on the old ball ground and a whole 
         bunch of us had to go in there.  He rounded us up, he didn't 
         want to get us on the track.  He said that wasn't good enough, 
         $2.  So old Bob Williams had to give us $3.  He must have been 
         a fair company man I guess, at that time.  We used to dance 
         too.  We danced, I remember dancing.  Indian dance.  But I 



         don't know who drummed though, I don't remember, somebody was 

a:      No, that came in with the horse racing.  After we 
  

adys:   Can you tell us where the fair was held?  Was it held 

a:      Yeah, right in there where they got this, I don't 

a:      New fair grounds? 

rton:   Yeah.  Could you tell us what you remember about that 

a:      Oh, there was a lot of...  You know, them women they 

er and the poles.  And that's where they had them sewing and 

rton:   Did that fair have a grandstand? 

a:      Yeah, kind of a...  It had a platform and little, on 

he people sat 

at over there where the people sat.  But 

 

rton:   So there was souvenir stands and eating stands?  

         drumming.  Might have been Sampson Sands, I think.   
          

rton:   You didn't get paid extra for that, eh?          Bu
          
         Id
         horse raced we had to dance, like what they have now, powwow.
         I remember dancing, Eva and I.   
          
         Gl
         at the old fair grounds near the ferry or...? 
          
         Id
         know what you call that, along side the (inaudible) there, that 
         big open field there.   
          
         Burton:   They call it the new fair grounds.  
          
         Id
          
         Bu
         fair, what was in it? 
          
         Id
         had everything.  Baskets, they sold them.  They had a lot of, I 
         don't know what you call them, not a tent but, you know, canvas 
          
          
         ov
         everything, baskets, mostly baskets.  Quite a few old ones.  Oh 
         yeah, I remember too, I remember Sam and Dehlia had an eating 
         place in there.  And I think them fair board paid after we had 
         her...  No, I think it was before.  Before we raced we had to 
         have dinner in there, free meal.  The fair board paid for our 
         dinner in that Sam and Dehlia's eating place.   
          
         Bu
          
         Id
         the north side it was, had a roof on it and that's where the 
         band sat there.  And they had the shows on the platform and 
         that's where they used to have a beauty contest. 
          

rton:   Did they also have a grandstand where t         Bu
         on the opposite side? 
          

a:      Yeah, the se         Id
         that place where the platform was, where the...  There was a 
         roof in there where the band played.  It's all in the opposite
         side.  There was platforming.  And the grandstand was back on 
         the west side and the track was way in between the grandstand 
         and where the platform was, where they gave a show.  And there 
         was a track between there.  And it went all the way around this 
         side of the edge of the bush and right up around the north way 
         there, there was a track on there.   
          
         Bu



          
         Ida:      Yeah, baskets, souvenirs there, quite a few of them.   
          

rton:   Do you remember seeing non-Indians having stands too?           Bu
          
         Ida:      Oh... 

rton:   Well, you knew the whites, white people. 
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         Bu
  
         Ida:      No, I don't think, not white people.  Ther
         mostly Indians.  The only thing white people had was a 
         merry-go-round, and ferris wheel, and, I don't know what you 
         call them, chairs that go around.  (laughs)  Not much ri
         the merry-go-round and the ferris wheel.  When I had a little 
         money I'd get on one of them rides in the evening, I thought I
         was having fun.  (laughs)  Eva and I would be riding towards 
         evening.  And they used to have a dancing on...  There was a 
         hall in there -- not every night -- and that's where they took
         the ladies.  That's where they show their Indian baked bread, 
         the one they cook in the oven, and cakes, and pies, and 
         homemade sewing, dresses, and quilts, and baskets, and lace, 
         and everything they showed in that hall.  I think they ca
         it Exhibition Hall.   
          
         Burton:   Did they sell
         d
          
         Ida:      I don't know whether they were sold, I don't know.  

 what she made, like          But I know Nancy used to sell her bread
         ba
         first prize on the bread what she took over there.  There was 
         lots of fruit, all kinds, canned, sealed, at the show.  And 
         they also had poultry outside -- chickens boxed in, screened, 
         chickens, geese, ducks what they show.  And another thing too, 

e         I know they show grain inside that Exhibition Hall.  I rememb
         George taking... I think it was oats, I think, and wheat too, I
         think.  But not corn because that doesn't ripe until late in  
          
         the fall.  Yeah, there was old people that really, they grew 
         grain all over the Walpole them days.  I used to see half a bag

ened up.  I used to see red tickets sticking in there,          op
         somebody's grain, first prize.  Oh, they had all kinds of 
         vegetables, great big pumpkins, squash, cucumbers, and beans.  

          They had a little dish and green and them yellow beans and
         there would be a little card in there, whoever got the... 
         there'd be a whole bunch of them, garden stuff. 
          
         Burton:   Did anybody ever show cows or heifers? 
          

a:      I don't think so.  Nobody showed, not          Id
         remember.  You'd have to tie them in, tie them som
         to
         there was fence all around that they'd have to be tied u
         you'd have to watch. 
          
         Burton:   What about the platform shows?  What do you rememb
         seeing on the platform



          
         Ida:      Oh, one time I remember seeing Charlie Jacobs' 
         granddaughter -- I think 

ughters -- she was ste
it's Ashton's, one of Ashton's 
p-dancing in there.  And another time 

f 

a:      Yeah, something like that, and I forgot what else he 

fting himself up on one hand.   

op 

e too.   

m?  

a:      Oh yeah, there was (name) Cookman, (name) Cookman, 

ame) -- that's Peter (name)'s son, and Andrew Kyoshk, Allan 
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         da
         too, I don't know what year, Ackland was in there on top o
         that platform.  He was on his arms and...  
          
         Burton:   He was doing a handstand, I guess.  They call... 
          
         Id
         was doing too.  But he was drinking something, one arm, and 
         li
          
         Burton:   He was doing a handstand on one hand and drinking p
         with the other. 
          
         Ida:      Yeah, I think so, something like that.  I know he 
         gave show in ther
          
         Burton:   Do you remember the band that played on the platfor
          
         Id
         Charlie Jacobs, Bob Williams, and Sammy White, and Lawrence 
         (n
         Soney, and I think George Fisher too, and Ed Gilbert... 
          
          
         (END OF SIDE A) 
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