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Editorial Page

This issue of Prairie Forum is an appropriate one for the seventy
fifth anniversary of the Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. Much
of its material relates to the western prairies..Patricia McCormick's
summary of settlement and transportation conditions in 1904, just
prior to the granting of provincial status, is a most suitable introduc
tion. Olive Dickason contributes a summary of the threads of knowl
edge concerning the length of human occupation of the region, while
Winnifred Bogaards writes on the literature of Edward McCourt, who
captured much of the seventy-five year span in his works on Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Stuart Mackinnon's article on Portage La Loche
and its significance in the fur-trade era contrasts handily with the study
by Marvin Sundstrom, Anthony Long and Peter Mcf.ormick of recent
farm protest on the prairies.

Volume 5, No.2 will be our theme issue on prairie architecture.
That issue has already been sent to the printers, and material for our
issue of Spring 1981 is also well in hand. We are catching up, and weare I.

grateful for the patience of our readership.

ALEC PAUL
Chief Editor
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Transportation and Settlement: Problems in the
Expansion of the Frontier of Saskatchewan

and Assiniboia in 1904*

P.L. McCormick
Department of Geography, University of Western Ontario

ABSTRACT. This article examines the effect of trails and railway building on the settlement of
immigrant goups in Saskatchewan and Assiniboia at a time when the agricultural frontier was
rapidly expanding. Although the railway companies were busily extending their lines in 1904,
they were badly lagging behind settlement. The prairie trails, in fact, were the common means of
transportation for the immigrant once he had arrived in the Districts. The demand for free
homestead land within an economic distance of a railway line for grain farming exceeded the
supply. New immigrants, therefore, frequently had to buy, rather than homestead, land if they
wished to enter immediately into the grain-marketing economy. European settlers were largely
content to homestead a quarter-section in the park belt and to remain at a subsistence level until a
railway line came through their district. Many Americans, however, sought larger tracts of land
near a railway line on the treeless prairie. In most cases they possessed enough capital to buy this
land from private companies. With their machinery and farming experience they were able to go
into extensive grain farming almost immediately. This points out the crucial role played by the
railways in determining the location of settlers and their subsequent opportunities for social and
economic mobility.

RESUME
Cet article traite des effets des pistes et de la construction du chemin de fer sur l'installation

des groupes d'immigrants en Saskatchewanet dans l'Assiniboine a une epoque ou la frontiere
agricole avancait rapidement. Bien que les Compagnies de Chemin de fer aient augmente
rapidement leurs lignes en 1904,celles-ci se situaient bien en arriere des etablissements de colons.
Les pistes des prairies etaient en fait la voie de communication la plus couramment utilisee par
l'immigrant une fois arrive sur les districts. La demande de terrains agricoles gratuits (homestead)
pour la culture du ble, situes a une distance raisonnable d'une ligne de chemin de fer, excedait
l'offre. Les nouveaux immigrants, par consequent, devaient souvent acheter un terrain plutot que
d'essayer d'obtenir une terre gratuite s'ils voulaient entrer immediatement dans Ie marche du
grain. Les colons europeens se satisfaisaient largement d'un quart de section dans la region boisee
et pratiquaient une agriculture de subsistence jusqu'a ce que la lignede chemin de fer traverse leur
district. Beaucoup d'americains cependant recherchaient des bandes de terrain plus larges pres de
la voie ferree dans la prairie sans arbre. Dans la plupart des cas, ils possedaient un assez gros
capital pour acheter ces terrains ades compagnies privees, Avec leurs machines et leur experience
en agriculture, ils furent capables de se lancer dans une culture extensive du ble presque
immediatement, Ceci met en evidence Ierole determinant joue par leschemins de fer dans Iechoix
d'un lieu par les colons et des facilites de mobilite sociale et economique qui en decoulerent.

The period 1901-1911 has been referred to as the "boom decade"
in Canadian economic history.' Certainly it was an era of unprece
dented expansion, and the focus for most of its energy and activity was
the western interior of Canada. There the atmosphere of growth and
optimism appeared to have few restraints, political, economic or
social. This fundamental confidence in the future of the Canadian west
was constantly reinforced, moreover, by an impressive list of tangible
accomplishments. The accelerating production and export of wheat
spurred the whole Canadian economy to expand and diversify; two
additional transcontinental railways were under construction; and
almost a million migrants sought a better life on the Canadian prairies.

*This article is an expanded version of a paper presented at the meeting of the Canadian
Association of Geographers in Victoria, May 1979.
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During this decade, settlers, politicians and entrepreneurs alike suc
cessfully internalized the values of change, development and progress
so familiar and essential to the opening of a frontier area.

Transportation routes were vitally important in prompting the
rapid transformation and settlement of the Northwest. During this
period, the railways provided the new immigrant with access to the
interior of Canada and, along with the prairie trails, with access to his
farmland. The railways also furnished contact with the eastern and
foreign markets which the new settlers needed in order to participate in
the grain-marketing economy. Moreover, the growth of railway lines
was the story of the growth of service centres along their routes. In
short, one major concern of prairie life was the need for more and
better transportation routes.

After the turn of the century, a dense network of railway lines was
built up across the plains. The pace of railway building and the pace of
settlement during this period, however, did not always coincide. In
1904, a year of high immigration, railway construction badly lagged
behind settlement in the Districts of Saskatchewan and Assiniboia.
The demand for more railway lines was strident and persistent, but the
settlers in the new districts had to accommodate their needs for
transportation by using the old prairie trails or by blazing new trails as
the need arose.

Trails in Assiniboia and Saskatchewan

Many of the trails used in 1904 (Fig. 1) had their origins in the fur
trade and in the early years of the N.W.M.P.2 In the District of
Saskatchewan most of these historic trails converged on Fort Carleton
and Batoche; in Assiniboia they met at Fort Qu'Appelle. These trails
were well trodden .and usually surveyed.

Just as survey lines tended to persist through time, so did the
prairie trail.' Long after Fort Carleton had lost its economic and
strategic position, the trails linking it to other abandoned forts, such as
Fort ala Corne and Fort Touchwood, continued to be used by settlers
and traders. However, the lines of communication had shifted some
what and, in 1904, many major trails joined the numerous N.W.M.P.
Stations in the Districts.'

New trails were broken as the need arose. By 1904 there were
many areas where the trails criss-crossed like filigree. Along the main
line of the C.P.R., from the Manitoba border to Regina, an area of
older settlement, the trails formed a particularly dense network. There
were also many surveyed and informal trails in the Rosthern, Duck
Lake and Prince Albert district.

The trails seldom followed the survey lines. The settlers, who were
naturally concerned with economy of energy, whether their own or
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Source: Canada, Map showingMounted Police Stations in the
North-West Territories, 1904, PAC, V31700, 1904.

Figure 1.Main trails in 1904.
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their animals, chose the shortest and driest route between two points,
and so they ignored the road allowances provided in the survey. The
trails, then, were made for the purposes of accessibility and conven
ience. In fact, they were one of the few cultural features on the prairie
landscape which did not conform to a strict north-south or east-west
orientation. The radial pattern, formed by the convergence of trails at
Fort Carleton or Fort Qu' Appelle, presented a disarming"exception to
the imposition of the survey grid on the plains.

The density of trails tended to increase as settlement advanced,
but the breaking of more and more land for cultivation was beginning
to threaten their existence. By 1904, some farmers had started to fence
their property and to forbid access to other settlers and traders:

The closing of some of the trails gives a good deal of inconven
ience to the traveller and stranger and should be properly
advertised, not only in the local papers, but in public places.'
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The trails were often impassable in the spring, when snow-melt
and spring rains turned low spots into quagmires. 'Summer thunder
storms could also transform the hard clay surface into a muddy
morass. When harvesting was completed in the fall, the prudent farmer
usually waited until the autumn frosts had penetrated the surface of the
trails before hauling his grain to the railway.s

Some trails, however, were kept in better condition than others,
no matter what the season. As gravel was scarce, any improvements to
the trails were expensive, and only the major trails were maintained.
The Phenix reported that the trail from Saskatoon to Lloydminster
was well beaten and "always passable."7 The trail from Lloydminster
to Edmonton, on the other hand, was " ... nothing but a series of
swamps and muskegs, through which it was impossible to haul an
empty wagon, much less a heavily-laden one."8 The Saskatoon
Battleford Trail had an additional advantage:

The Saskatoon route is very much different this year. Travellers
are hardly out of sight of houses and in no case is the distance
between stopping houses further than 12 miles.?

The trails were much more important in the settlement of the west
than they appeared from their modest form and light tracings on the
landscape. Before the railways could carry new settlers to their
destinations, the trails acted as the main transportation route to the
homesteads.I? The Saskatoon-Battleford Trail and the Eagle Creek
Trail which ran east of Saskatoon channelled much of the new
settlement along their margins. In Assiniboia, the trails radiating from
Fort Touchwood were important pathways.

When I arrived at Fort Qu'Arpelle in 1904 I found that owing to
the extremely high snowfall 0 the previous winter the Qu'Appelle
River had overflowed its banks so that the grade approach to the
old wooden bridge had been under several feet of water. Several
hundred homesteaders going to the File Hills, Loon Creek, and
Last Mountain Valley had to stay in their tents for about two
weeks.... The only road going north was up the old Telegraph
Hill which was just a prairie trail up a winding steep coulee. From
there I followed the old Touchwood Trail, which at that time was
a dozen or so deep ruts which meandered in a generally northerly
direction to Kutawa. Upon arriving at a[oint where a halfbreed
family lived, whose name was Sangre, turned off in a north
westerly direction to my homestead. This Sangre ran a stopping
place for homesteaders.'!

Access to a good trail,' therefore, was almost as important as
access to a railway line. And just as settlement tended to proceed
outward from the railway lines, so too did settlement spread outward
from the trails. In 1904, for example, an agent of the Department of the
Interior reported that many new Ontario immigrants had settled in the
area south of Battleford, which was not yet serviced by a railway. These
settlers used the Saskatoon-Battleford Trail or the Eagle Hills Trail to
gain access to their homesteads.P
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Railways

Homestead land was the lure held out by the federal government
to attract prospective immigrants, but the railways were needed to get
them there. The distribution of railway lines and their projected
extensions had a profound effect on settlement patterns in the Great
Plains. As Isaiah Bowman succinctly remarked: "the railroad is the
forerunner of development, the pre-pioneer, the base line of agricul
ture."13 People not only settled along all existing lines, but they also
tried to anticipate future railway routes. As Warkentin noted in his
study of the Canadian Northwest in 1886:

Transportation facilities, of course, had guided the flow of
settlers, so that areas having similar natural environments did not
necessarily have corresponding levels of development. 14

In the grain belt of the Canadian prairies access to a railway line
was imperative if a settler were to move out of a subsistence economy
and to start selling his wheat in the export market.'> Although
instances of hauling grain 50-60 miles to the nearest railway station
frequently occurred, the farmer was unlikely to transport his grain
economically by horse and wagon more than 10 miles.tv Accordingly,
towns and villages were strung out 7-8 miles apart along the numerous
railway branch lines, and homesteads were located as close as possible
to them.

Homestead land was thus in greatest demand near existing
railway lines, or in areas where railway lines were projected. The
Battleford agent of the Department of the Interior, for example,
reported in 1904 that the patience of settlers in the area was finally
about to be rewarded: '

As there is still no means of profitable transportation" no farm
products are intended for export. But in view of the probable
completion early next spring of the line of the Canadian Northern
Railway, preparations are now being made by the farmers here for
more extensive seeding operations next spring. It is expected that
there will be 15,000 acres under crop next year, whereas the
present area is scarcely 9,000 acres.!?

But the problem of outguessing the railway surveyors and bosses,
by correctly anticipating the future route of a railway, was still a
difficult one.'! According to a map published in 1904, the projected
route of the Kirkella branch of the C.P.R. was to travel in a north
westerly direction from Lipton to Saskatoon.'? In 1905, when the
branch was extended past Lipton, it was built amost due west to
Bulyea, and then northward along the eastern shore of Last Mountain
lake to Lanigan.

By the end of 1904, construction had added several hundred miles
of railway lines in Saskatchewan and Assiniboia (Fig. 2).20 Between
January and December 1904, the main line of the Canadian Northern
Railway was extended from the Manitoba border to the "elbow" of the
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48° Source: Canada, Map showing MountedPoliceStations in the North-West Territories, 1904, PAC, V31700, 1904, corrected
for railway extensions by Map of Railway Steel laid in Saskatchewan, priortoJanuary 1. 1908, Saskatchewan
Archives, A 25/3.

Figure 2. Railways constructed by December, 1904.

North Saskatchewan River northwest of Saskatoon, and grading was
almost completed to Battleford.>' The Arcola branch of the C.P.R.
reached its terminus at Regina.F The Kirkella branch of the same
company had steel laid as far as Lipton, and grading had advanced as
far as Strasbourg.P The Canadian Northern Erwood branch had
reached Kinistino and was graded to within 18 miles of Prince
Albert.> The Manitoba and North Western Railway, leased to the
C.P.R., on the other hand, had made little headway. The line had been
extended from Yorkton to Sheho, a mere 43 miles.t'

The distribution of railway lines in Saskatchewan and Assiniboia
by the end of 1904 was quite irregular. Only the C.P.R. main line
traversed the area in an east-west direction. All the other lines, except
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for the Soo Line and the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake and Saskatchewan
Railway, originated in Manitoba and for the most part were still
operational only in the eastern half of the two Districts. The Canadian
Northern main line did reach Lloydminster by the end of 1905, but that
still does not alter the fact that the western half of the Districts, the
frontier areas where much of the immigration was flowing, badly
needed railway lines to service it. In 1904, most settlers were being

. forced to seek land at less economic distances from the railways, as
homestead land near the railways had almost all been taken Up.26

The growth of railway lines in Assiniboia and Saskatchewan was
also the story of the growth of service centres along their routes.?? As
W.L. Morton remarked, the first requirement for a service centre was
the railroad.

The development of homestead site, indeed, the mere anticipation
of it, brought about the rise of centres of distribution. The
competition for distributive sites was even keener than that for
homestead sites, forthe potential gains, both from the speculation
and operation, were greater. Distributive site was a function of
transport, credit and the agricultural hinterland.v

The emergence of prairie villages, dominated by grain elevators
and dotted along the railway lines, was a direct result of the control of
the limits of the grain haul to the railway on settlement. And if the
railway did not come to a pre-existing settlement, the villagers often
picked up their buildings and moved to the railway.

A village situation on the railway in the midst ofa settled area was
virtually assured of rapid growth in 1904. Belle Plaine, a village east of
Moose Jaw on the C.P.R. main line, had only one store and two
elevators in 1902; in 1904 it boasted one church, two stores, three
elevators, two livery stables, coal sheds, lumber yard,a flour and feed
store and a blacksmith's shop.t? Moreover there were always oppor
tunities for the enterprising businessman. The editor of the new Craik
newspaper was:

... a farmer from Wolseley who came up here last spring, invested
in town lots and built a business block 16 X 24 X 14 for the
accommodation of his different branches of business, which
include general merchandise, a restaurant, hardware and butcher
shop. He is also the proprietor of .the skating rink, and a
manufacturer of Iime.v

Settlement in 1904: Homestead Land

In choosing land to settle, the new immigrant in Saskatchewan
and Assiniboia faced basically three 'alternatives. He / she could home
stead 160 acres of raw prairie; could purchase new or improved land
from the railway companies, the Hudson's Bay Company or from one
of the many land companies; or could opt for a combination of home
stead and purchased land.
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The option which the new settler chose depended mainly on his
economic status, and, to a lesser extent, on his cultural needs. Many of
the European immigrants had little or no capital to start farming even
on a modest scale and, after they had filed for homestead entry, they
were forced to seek outside work in order to buy stock and equipment.
The Ukrainians, Doukhobors and Hungarians all suffered from these
economic constraints. In addition, most European immigrants wished
to pursue mixed farming and so they preferred to settle in the park belt
where there were plentiful supplies of water, wood and meadows.
Moreover, they often sought homesteads located near those of their
compatriots. As J.C. Lehr has pointed out, many Ukrainians were
willing to farm marginal agricultural land simply to live in close
proximity to relatives or friends from the same village or from the same
area of the Ukraine.'!

Other immigrants from eastern Canada, Britain and the United
States, of course, entered for homestead land in great numbers, but
they were more individualistic, and they had little reason to be
preoccupied with the maintenance of an ethnic identity. The Ameri
cans, in particular, were in an antithetical position to that of the eastern
European immigrants. Most of the American settlers -were mid
western farmers who were able to transport much of their machinery,
stock and accumulated capital north of the border. The Americans
also had experience with dry-land farming techniques, and they
therefore preferred to settle on the easily cleared grasslands and to go
into wheat farming immediately. If homestead land near an existing
railway line was not available, then the alternative of acquiring land by
purchase still existed. Except for very special groups like the German
Catholic St. J oseph's colonists, who deliberately chose an isolated area
near the present town of Kerrobertto maintain their ethnic cohesion,
the Americans were willing to subordinate their cultural or social needs
to economic goals.

There arose, then, a dichotomy between the American or Cana
dian settlers and the European immigrants. Not only did they separate
out spatially during this period, but they also tended to pursue quite
different economic and cultural ends.

In the Districts of Saskatchewan and Assiniboia, homestead
entries for the fiscal year 1904 totalled 15,707, or the equivalent of
2,513,120 acres.P This was a decrease of over 4,000 entries from the
previous year, and officials of the Department of the Interior were at
pains to rationalize the drop in the number of immigrants." In their
opinion, the wet spring and the floods, "making the prairies one vast
slough," undoubtedly deterred many American settlers from travelling
into the west that year.> And 1903 clearly had been an exceptional
year. Land companies, like the Saskatchewan Valley Land Company,
were especially active, and the Doukhobors had followed Peter
Veregin's advice to file for their land that year.



Figure 3. New districts available for colonization, June 30, 1904.

By far the most active agency in 1904 was Yorkton, with 3,918
entries, followed by Regina (2,297) and the Saskatoon sub-agency
(1,237).35 Although overall homestead entries for the year showed a
decrease, several agencies showed quite dramatic increases. Broadly
speaking, most of the increases took place in areas (Fig. 3) where
settlement was burgeoning, the frontier fringe of 1904, and, signif
icantly, where the railways had not yet built lines. The Lloydminster
and Battleford sub-agencies (Fig. 4) experienced a rush of entries from
settlers in the area south of the North Saskatchewan River but located
at an uneconomic distance from the projected Canadian Northern
line. 36 Another region of new settlement was the triangle formed by
Foam Lake, the Touchwood Hills and Grenfell, an area to be serviced,
somewhere, by the Grand Trunk Pacific.'? And lastly, settlement was
moving south, east and north of the Swift Current-Moose Jaw line.

9

100
I

---.......... Railways constructed to December, 1904

Source: Canada, Sessional Papers, 4-5 Ed. VII (1905), no. 25,
part II, pp. 90-91.
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___ Railways constructed to December, 1904

Source: Memo, James Smart to w.D. Scott, December 21,
480 1904, PAC, RG 76, vol. 78, file 6382, part 2.

1100 108° 106°
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Figure 4. Areas to which land guides were to direct settlement.

In the Alameda agency, the Regina area and the Rosthern-Duck
Lake district, on the other hand, much of the .homestead land
accessible to railways had been taken up, and this fact was reflected in
the drop in the number of entries in 1904.The demand for good land in
these areas, however, still existed, and it could only be satisfied either
by purchasing land or by seeking cancellation of a homestead entry.
Applications for cancellation of homestead entry, then, increased as
the availability of good homestead land decreased. The Regina and
Alameda Agencies had the highest number of applications for cancel
lation (1,911 and 1,011).38 As the Dundurn correspondent reported in
the Phenix:

It is stated that fully fifty homesteads within a small radius back of
the hill might be cancelled, owing to the negligence of those who
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hold them. The farmers there threaten to cancel all the home
steads that are not attended to. There are land seekers through
here every day who would settle at once, if they were not prevented
by these nominal claimants.t?

The Yorkton agent, James Pleaker, also received many applications
for cancellation, and, one suspects, it was land in the Doukhobor
reserves that many settlers coveted.w

According to the Patents Branch of the Department of the
Interior, most of the cancellations which were eventually granted were
of entries originally made only a year or two years before (Table 1). In
otherwords, entries made in 1902and 1903 were those most frequently
cancelled in 1904.41 The ratio of cancellations to patents in 1904 is
rather unsettling (Table 2). In Saskatchewan and Assiniboia agents
approved 4,994 cancellations; at the same time they received only 1,640
applications for letters patent." The toll of homesteading, in human
terms, must have been high.

TABLE 1

CANCELLATIONS OF HOMESTEAD ENTRIES IN 1904 (FISCAL YEAR)

Year of Entry

1904
1903
1902
1901
1900

pre-1900

No. of Cancellations

279
4,125
3,340

426
158
374

Total: 8,702

Source: C.S.P., 4-5 Ed. VII (1905), no. 25, part I, p. 80.

TABLE 2

HOMESTEAD ENTRIES, APPLICATIONS FOR PATENT,
ENTRIES CANCELLED: 1904 (FISCAL YEAR)

Applications Entries
Entries for Patent Cancelled

Alameda 1,682 418 1,098
Battleford 1,774 4 314
Prince Albert 1,637 272 660
Regina 6,622 603 1,911
Yorkton 3,992 343 1,011

15,707 1,640 4,994

Source: C.S.P., 4-5 Ed. VII (1905), no. 25, part I, p. 6.
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Railway Land

Land grants to railway companies were an important adjunct to
the "Dominion Lands" policy of the federal government. In effect,
public lands were used to finance the railway companies. The land
grants were specifically designed to encourage the railways to build
their lines quickly, thereby earning their subsidy, and to prod the
railways into initiating an active immigration policy to fill up both
homestead and railway lands in the west.

The railway companies received a specified number of acres for
each mile of railway line constructed." In this way, they acquired the
odd-numbered sections in townships deemed, in their opinion, "fairly
fit for settlement." The "fairly fit for settlement" clause was applied
with varying degrees of rigour by the railway companies, and they
usually showed little haste in selecting their lands. As a result, vast
railway reserves were set up and held for the railways until they had
completed their obligations and made their land selection. One direct
consequence of the railway reserves, then, was to take out of circula
tion temporarily lands which would ultimately be made available for
homesteading. By 1904 selections from the railway reserves were still
taking place, although the large C.P.R. main line grant had been
settled with the establishment of the Irrigation Block in southern
Alberta in August, 1903.44

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, "the largest private
owner of land in Canada," pursued the most aggressive immigration
policy of all the railway companies.f It was particularly active in
promoting immig-ration from eastern Canada (which, for political
reasons, the Department of the Interior was forbidden to do), Britain
and, after 1900, the United States. The main line grant was the focus
for their promotional activities. By 1896, much of the homestead land
along the main line east of Moose Jaw had been taken Up.46 The C.P.R.
then concentrated on selling its railway land in that area, and
encouraging homesteaders to file entries on the land south of the line.
By 1904, the C.P.R. had sold most of its best land east of Moose Jaw
and south of the main line for $3.00-$6.00 an acre."? Moreover, in that
year, the Arcola branch was completed and it then supplemented the
Soo Line and the C.P.R. main line in servicing most of eastern
Assiniboia.

Although the C.P.R. was conscientious and enterprising in its
efforts to bring new settlers into Assiniboia, it did not expend such
energies in promoting settlement in the District of Saskatchewan. The
Canadian Northern serviced that region by the end of 1904. As Hedges
noted:

The zeal which the company displayed in the work of settling the
south was largely absent in the north, where ordinary business
sense dictated a policy of waiting for the enjoyment of the
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unearned increment resulting from the labor and capital ex
pended by others."

In this area, known as the Battleford Block, it nonetheless sold land as
the demand occurred. From June 1902 to June 1904, the C.P.R. sold
630,818 acres in the Battleford area, and, as the government agent at
Battleford remarked, "These lands were selected by the company many
years ago, but there was practically no market for them until recent
times."49

The C.P.R. preferred to sell to actual settlers, but with the boom
in settlement, especially after 1902, it quickly resorted to bulk sales to
large and small land companies and speculators.50 The largest of these
companies was the North-West Colonization Company. In 1902, it
acquired 986,949 acres on either side of the Soo Line from the C.P.R.
and the Canadian North-West Land Company. Sales were brisk in
1903 and 1904, and by the spring of 1905, all the land had been sold,
mainly to Americans.>!

In handling its land grants, the Canadian Northern Railway
pursued a quiet different policy from that of the C.P. R. Mackenzie and
Mann, the Canadian Northern's two principals, were astute business
men, and they were veryfussy in choosing their land subsidy. Not only
did they wheel and deal with the government-by 1907 they had
selected, with the government's consent, 712,901 acres from the reserve
of the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake, and Saskatchewan Railway-but they
also used their network of cruisers, and, in particular, station agents to
choose the land. 52 The agents knew t heir districts intimately, and could
make judicious choices of railway land for the company. And as they
also served as land agents, the company saved money by their agents'
performing a dual function.v

The other so-called colonization railway companies did not fare
as well as the Canadian Pacific or Canadian Northern, nor did they feel
under any obligation to promote settlement in the Northwest. By 1904
most of the land grants of the smaller companies either had been
transferred to the C.P.R. or the Canadian Northern through the
purchase of the smaller lines, or had passed undocumented through the
hands of large or small speculators.

Not only did the existence of railway land subsidies and reserves
limit the amount of homestead land available to new settlers, therefore,
but it also had a strong impact on the density of settlement. The
presence of empty railway land adjacent to occupied homestead land
was often an irritant and a source ofgrievance to the new immigrants in
the frontier areas. It caused a greater dispersal of settlement at the very
time when the homesteaders needed the social advantages of fairly
dense or even nucleated settlement. And unless their own railway line
ran through the land grant area, the railway companies were reluctant
to sell their lands until a good price could be obtained. In addition, the
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railways were often disinclined even to choose their lands, let alone to
sell them, as they would then have to pay taxes on them. In the early
years of settlement, then, it was the homesteader who suffered from the
government's lenient policy with the railways.

However, the presence of railway land on odd-numbered sections
did have advantages for some settlers. These advantages tended to vary
temporally and spatially. In the frontier areas of Saskatchewan and in
the mixed farming region of the parkbelt, the farmers felt little need to
increase their holdings by the purchase of adjoining railway land. In
most cases they had neither the cash nor the inclination to farm a larger
area.

But the situation was quite different in the grain belt. There the
extensive cultivation of wheat and other grains prompted a general
movement to larger, more economic holdings. In the older settlements
of Assiniboia, the purchase of railway land was a common occurrence.
As the Milestone agent reported in 1904: "... Many homesteaders now
having their entire quarter-section-under crop ... are buying adjoining
land. In some cases a whole square mile is under cultivation."54 Even in
the few frontier areas left in Assiniboia, the influx of Americans with
substantial amounts of capital resulted in some families acquiring large
blocks of land composed of homestead and contiguous railway lands.
A description of the type of settler who was in a position to purchase
land is given in a report by the St. Paul agent in July 1904.

The average farmer takes in with him a car load of farm stock and
implements and from $1,500 up in cash; one of them took with
him over $38,000 in stock, cash and implements. It is not
uncommon [for us] to send a settler with from $5,000 to $7,000 in
cash.r"

Railway land grants, therefore, were necessary for the financing of
the railway lines which, in turn, served as the 'main transportation
routes for the settlers and the wheat they exported. But the land
subsidies were a mixed blessing to many settlers. To the homesteader
of meagre means, they imposed heavy social and, at times, economic
costs. In 1904 these substantial costs were still acutely felt in many of
the frontier regions of Saskatchewan and Assiniboia. To the immi
grant with capital, however, the availability of railway land speeded
the transition from pioneer to large-scale grain farmer.

Conclusion

Two myths of the western Canadian frontier at the turn of the
century are thus challenged. The first is the conventional belief that the
railways preceded settlement into a new district and that, in fact, the
railways were essential for the opening up of a frontier area. The
second is the myth that rapid economic advancement was possible for
the enterprising homesteader in the grain belt, even if he possessed little
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capital to begin with, and that he could achieve this mobility through
dint of hard work and frugal living.

There exists, of course, some truth in both statements. But it is
obvious that in 1904, a year of very rapid settlement in Saskatchewan
and Assiniboia, there was only a modicum of truth in either. They
formed, in fact, the exceptions to the rule.

Because of sluggish railway construction, pre-existing transporta
tion routes played a significant part in directing settlement along their
flanks. In this way the surveyed and well-beaten trails which linked the
older settlements were still the highways of the incoming settlers. But
with the rush of immigrants in 1904, new trails needed to be broken for
access to choice farming areas; and in the more settled districts,
complexes of new trails were built up as communications between
settlers increased. In this way the trails were still the forerunners of
development, to use Bowman's phrase, not the railways, especially in
the raw frontier areas.

Despite their importance, the trails were to be an ephemeral
feature on the landscape. With increased cultivation came the rapid
obliteration of the trails by the plough. The private desire for
maximum profits and easy cultivation superseded the public need for
pathways. In 1904the transition from the meandering trail to the rigid
grid road system was just beginning.

Railways, because of the capital outlay involved in their construc
tion and their vital economic role in the wheat economy, were a more
permanent feature on the landscape. Settlement both followed the
railway lines and anticipated their future routes. The railway was a
necessary condition for the settler to rise above the subsistence level in
agriculture. This applied most obviously to the grain farmer. In fact,
the railway was a strong influence on the type of livelihood the pioneer
pursued. The rancher lived furthest from the railway and drove his
herds long distances to a railhead. The small mixed farmer, who
consumed most of his produce himself or sold it to the local market,
was able to survive at a greater distance from the railway. But the grain
farmer had to be within economic hauling distance of an elevator.
Consequently there was almost constant agitation for new railway
lines to service the grain-belt farmers.

Access to railway lines improved in 1904, as" new tracks were laid
in both Districts. But there was still a great need for more north-south
links and railway lines west of the third meridian, where the thrust of
new settlement was greatest. With the railways falling behind settle
ment, new immigrants had to buy rather than homestead land if they
wished to enter into the grain-marketing economy. This is where both
the economic and cultural differences, inherent in the ethnic back
ground of the settlers, became apparent. Although there were excep-
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tions, the European settlers were largely content to homestead a
quarter-section in the parkbelt, to seek outside work to obtain capital
and then to go into mixed farming, remaining at the subsistence level if
necessary until a railway came through the district. Their preference,
then, was for the wooded parkbelt, and their peasant expectations
about wealth and land holdings made them self-sufficient, hard
working mixed farmers.

The Americans, on the other hand, were a different breed. Most
were second or third-generation immigrants from Europe who had
farmed successfully in the U.S. but had found it difficult to maintain
their ethnicity. They wanted land near a railway line, and they usually
wanted more than a quarter-section. They also wanted land that was
easily cleared and suitable for grain farming. The short supply of
homestead land which satisfied these requirements presented few
problems to many American immigrants. In most cases they possessed
enough capital to buy land outright from a railway, land company or
the Hudson's Bay Company. With their machinery, farming exper
ience and knowledge of dry-land farming, they were able to go into
extensive grain farming almost immediately. In contrast to the Euro
pean immigrants, then, the American settlers with capital had high
expectations for economic advancement, and they were impatient to
achieve their ambitions. The American or Canadian settler who
possessed little capital, however, was placed in roughly the same
position as that of the European immigrant, but with none of the
cultural support which came from belonging to a cohesive ethnic
group.

Thus there appeared a disjunction between the quiet frontier of
the mixed farmer and the more aggressive frontier of the grain farmer.
This disjunction pointed out the differences in expectations and
opportunities between the settlers with means and those possessing
little capital. The popular belief that the frontier was open to all of
strong limb and spirit was correct. But the myth that rapid economic
gain was accessible to all was incorrect. In 1904 the settler who could
expect great social and economic mobility was the settler who
possessed capital to begin with.

NOTES
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ABSTRACT. There is now no doubt as to the considerable time span of human habitation on the
northwestern plains of North America. Indeed, some of our most ancient archaeological records
have been discovered here. However, archaeological evidence has not been found to support the
hypothesis that early migrating Siberians found a corridor in the open lands east of the moun
tains; those historic plains tribes which did originate in the northwest-all Athapaskan
speakers-arrived comparatively recently. Ancient Amerindians of the plains appear to have had
more connections, however remote, indirect and sporadic, with the eastern and northeastern
woodlands, as well as with the civilizations of the Mississippi, the pueblos of the southwest, and
even tenuously with Mexico. We would do well to re-evaluate our perception of Canada as a "new
world" without traditions of civilization before the arrival of Europeans.

RESUME
Les plaines du nord-ouest de l'Amerique du Nord sont indubitablement habitees depuis une

epoque tres reculee. En fait, beaucoup de nos decouvertes archeologiques les plus anciennes y ont
ete faites. Cependant, aucune evidence archeologique ne vient soutenir l'hypothese que les
premiers migrateurs Siberiens ont trouve un corridor dans les grands espaces situes aI'est des
montagnes. Ces tribus historiques des plaines qui n'etaient pas originaires du nord-ouest, et dont
la langue etait I'athabaskan, sont arrivees assez recemment. Les anciens Amerindiens des plaines
semblent avoir eu plus de liens, aussi eloignes, indirects et sporadiques soient ils, avec les habitants
des terres boisees de I'est et du nord-est, avec les civilisations du Mississipi, avec les pueblos du
sud-ouest, et meme quelques liens tenus avec Ie Mexique. Nous serions bien avises de reevaluer
notre perception du Canada en tant que "nouveau moride" sans traditions de civilisation avant
l'arrivee des Europeens,

Reconstructing the early history of the people of the northwestern
plains of North America has been so difficult for the historian that the
task is still far from completed. Because the written record began very
recently, historians have had to place a heavy, and professionally
uncharacteristic, reliance on unwritten resources. In effect, this has
meant a dependence upon archaeology, which has been very useful up
to a point. But the plains have not been kind to archaeologists either,
especially in Alberta and southwestern Saskatchewan where the record
has been particularly difficult to decipher.?

It is perhaps not surprising, under these circumstances, that it
came to be believed that the plains had not been inhabited to any extent
before the appearance of the European-introduced horse. Such an
eminent authority as Clark Wissler wrote in 1907, "the peopling of the
plains proper was a recent phenomenon due in part to the introduction
of the horse and the displacement of tribes by white settlement."3 Even
as late as 1939, A.L. Kroeber concurred, adding that in his view, the
plains had developed culturally "only since the taking over of the horse
from Europeans."4 These two authorities were writing principally of
the plains south of the forty-ninth parallel. If their interpretation was
correct for the' south, so the reasoning went, how much truer must it
have been for the north?
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Today, we know that such views were heavily conditioned by the
inability of most nineteenth-century scholars, as well as some in the
twentieth century, to envision man as having been capable of wresting
a living from the plains before the advent of the horse and gun.> Here
archaeology has helped to set the record straight. It is on the plains,
including those of the northwest, that some of our earliest evidence of
human presence in North America has been found. The great advances
in archaeology during recent years have dramatically lengthened our
historical perspective of man in the Americas. The world that Euro
peans labelled "New" when they became aware of it in the fifteenth
century has turned out to be anything but new; and the people who
inhabited it, considered by Europeans to be such a young race as to be
still in their cultural ABCs,6 have a history that can claim the dignified
label of "ancient."

It is also a complex history. The development of stone and bone
tools represented one of man's great strides forward into technological
sophistication; and while such a technology can in a way be regarded as
"simple," it was viable only because of acute and careful observation of
nature-still a basic requirement today. As a general rule, a "simple"
technology is effective in .proportion as it is based upon sharp and
accurate observation on the one hand, and supported by a workable
social organization on the other. In other words, the intelligent
manipulation of nature backed by supportive social structures makes
possible man's survival under extremely difficult conditions. The
process is a dynamic one; although the rates of change can and do vary,
at no time can a living culture be regarded as static. As far back as we
have traced the presence of man in America, his story has been one of
adaptation and alteration-so slow as to be all but imperceptible in the
beginning, but ever so gradually gaining momentum. This process was
not characterized by a consistent rate of change, but rather by spurts or
leaps alternating with "idling" periods. In this context, the arrival of
Europeans, horses and all, is to be viewed as part of an ongoing
process; the intrusion may have accelerated or altered patterns of
change, but it did not initiate change in itself.

The story of this change on the northwestern plains is the concern
of this paper. Because the time span is so long, from early prehistoric to
European-Amerindian contact, it will be possible to trace events only
in their broad outlines, but with the hope that this will be sufficient to
reveal something of underlying patterns. The term "northwestern
plains" includes the southern halves of Alberta and Saskatchewan, the
eastern two-thirds of Montana and the northern third of Wyoming;
however, the focus will be on Alberta and Saskatchewan.

Early Big-Game Hunters (17,000-5,000 BC)7

The earliest consistent evidence of man on the Great Plains
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clusters in the period of 17,000 to 7,000 years ago. We do have some
evidence from earlier dates, perh-aps even as far back as 30,000 B.C.,8
and there is that tantalizing skeleton of an infant found under glacial
till at Taber, Alberta, which suggests considerable antiquity-more
than 22,000 years, and perhaps as much as 60,000.9 But such evidence is
at present too scattered and fragmentary to be anything more than
suggestive. With the big-game hunters of 12,000 or so years ago we are
on firm ground. Our knowledge of their activities is derived from sites
associated with kills of mammoth, contemporaries of giant beaver and
giant wolves, of camels and horses, species which disappeared during
the late Pleistocene megafaunal extinctions of about 11,000 years ago.
We know that long before the invention of the bow and arrow, paleo
Amerindians hunted with spears tipped with bone or with fluted stone
points. Very early-at least by the time of the extinctions-the "atlatl,"
or thrower, appeared, enabling hunters to hurl their spears with great
force.!? Used in this manner, spears have been aptly described as
"guided missiles"; their effectiveness has been dramatically illustrated
by the discovery of points embedded in bone, such as the rib of a
mastodon or the scapula of a giant bison.

Sites associated with bison hunting date from more than 10,000
years ago; the earliest buffalo drive of which we have a record was a
jump at Bonfire Shelter in southwestern Texas from about that time.'!
The greatest number of jump sites have been found in the foothills of
the Rocky Mountains, where they outnumber pounds. The latter were
apparently more commonly used on the plains,'? particularly in such
areas as the Missouri Coteau. Drive sites are most frequent in
Saskatchewan, Alberta, Montana and Wyoming. By whatever means
the herds were harvested, the archaeological record indicates that
buffalo hunting has provided the basis for life on the plains for at least
as long as jumps have been used. It also tells us that our previously held
and much cherished picture of early hunters perpetually facing
starvation does not equate with what we now know to have been the
case. Although lean times certainly alternated with periods of plenty,
such cycles were prepared for from a very early period by drying or
otherwise preserving meat. Oddly enough, the dog does not seem to
have accompanied man in the Americas during distant prehistoric
days.!- the earliest indications of its presence-and these are not
undisputed-date from about 5,000 B.C.

Plains Archaic (5000BC to BCI AD)

After 5,000 B.C., seasonal nomadism continued, largely based on
bison as a food resource. However, there was a long period called the
Altithermal (5000-2500 B.C.), in which bison appear to have been
scarce or even absent, and during which human presence also seems to
have been much reduced, particularly in short-grass areas." The
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Altithermal is believed to have been marked by higher temperatures
and increased aridity which decimated the herds of giant buffalo by
cutting down on their food supply. Before the Altithermal, hunters
pursued giant bison; afterward, the bison available was of the smaller
variety with which we are familiar.'>

The end of the Altithermal period saw the growing elaboration of
the buffalo drive, such as the jump at Head-Smashed-In, Alberta, and
as indicated by campsites at Oxbow and Long Creek in Saskatchewan.
In fact, sites in general increased throughout the two provinces; about
12,000 have been recorded in Alberta alone, believed to be a small
proportion of those that existed;" their numbers reflect substantial
increases in population. From this period too we can date the
appearance of elaborate surface assemblages which probably indicate
eastern influence. 17 Some sites include several hundred tipi rings which
extend for miles; it has been estimated 'that there are more than a
million such rings scattered throughout Alberta." They may be mute
testimony to the annual cycle of buffalo hunters, who in historic times
gathered seasonally in large camps, for they are usually excellent
observation posts for watching the movement of game, a characteristic
which they share with medicine wheels.'? Wheels found on the
Canadian plains, largely in Alberta, seldom exceed 30 feet in diameter;
those dating from the proto-historic period characteristically have four
spokes; earlier ones may have five or even more.w Those found south
of the forty-ninth parallel are usually more complicated in form but are
far fewer in number.

All these features were associated, particularly inthe later phase,
with the appearance of the small-point weapons system to which the
bow and arrow belongs. This new weaponry may have been introduced
by peoples filtering down from the north, such as the Athapaskans,
who reached the southern limits of the plains sometime before the
sixteenth century." These were probably the people described by
Spaniards during the first half of that century as "dog nomads,"
appearing at pueblos with as many as five hundred dogs loaded with
the products of the buffalo hunt to trade for farm produce as well as for
manufactured items.

Plains Woodlands (250 BC-950 AD)

This was the period when plains cultures, as we know them, began
to develop patterns resembling their proto-historical forms. This seems
to have resulted from an accelerated infusion of eastern influences.P
The northern plains continued as the centre for bison hunting. Pottery
was now seen for the first time;' its evidence indicates that ancestral
Kutenai occupied southern Alberta as much as 2,000 years ago,
supporting oral traditions reported by David Thompson.P
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It was also the period in which agricultural communities appeared
in those areas of the plains where rainfall and the growing season
allowed-factors which still have to be contended with. The Adena
and the later Hopewell cultural· complexes; each named from Ohio
sites where their distinctive characteristics were first identified, spread
in from the south. Hopewell extended further north than Adena:
mounds and burials after the pattern of Hopewell have been found in
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Such traces are also seen in
ceramics, some of which have been found in southern Alberta. In the
northwestern grasslands generally, hunting and gathering persisted in
cultural manifestations such as the intrusive Besant and the indigenous
Avonlea. At those sites especially, the developing complexities of
ritualized, planned buffalo drives have been traced.>'

Plains Village (900 AD-1750 AD)

These social units were characterized by multi-family lodges at
fixed locations; permanent settlements fortified with dry moats and
stockades; underground storage pits, pottery, and a wide range of
artifacts in .stone, bone, horn, shell and other materials. The Cluny
Earth Lodge village at Blackfoot Crossing, about 70 miles east of
Calgary, may have been the northernmost manifestation of this phase;
according to Blackfoot legend, it was built by the Crow, in which case it
would be proto-historic." In any event, village life on the high plains
was discouraged by recurrent droughts, to the point of disappearing
entirely during the fifteenth century; surviving villages in peripheral
areas, such as the aspen parklands, provide mute testimony to what
once had been." It is interesting that all historic farming peoples of the
plains speak a Hokan-Siouan tongue; this language group may well be
the oldest in North America.

Bison populations recovered more rapidly than human popula
tions from these droughts. At about this time the herds reached the
immense sizes reported by Francisco Vasquez Coronado in the south
(1541), by Father Simon Le Moyne in the Great Lakes region (1654)
and Henry Kelsey on the Saskatchewan (1690). Their spread east of the
Mississippi appears to have been comparatively recent, if one is to
judge from the tenuous evidence of Spanish accounts; and it was not
until the late eighteenth century that they were seen on the Peace River
west of Lesser Slave Lake.s? These herds could well have prevented the
return of village farmers to the high plains." For instance, Hernando
De Soto reported in 1541 that the Amerindians of Caluca in north
central Arkansas

... stated that thence toward the north, the country, being very
cold, was very thinly populated; that cattle were in such plenty, no
maize-field could be protected from them, and the inhabitants
lived upon the meat.29
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Colonists who tried to farm the plains before the extermination of
the herds discovered to their sorrow that they were as vulnerable to
depredations by bison as their Amerindian predecessors had been. Not
only did the animals eat and trample crops, they were even reported to
have demolished a settler's cabin in Pennsylvania about 1770.30 The
movements of such great herds rendered permanent settlements
.extremely precarious, both from the physical as well as the economic
point of view, and they were also dangerous to hunters on foot.
Canadian-born explorer Louis Jolliet, with Jesuit Jacques Marquette
in 1673, reported bison as being "very fierce ... not a year passes
without their killing some savages." Amerindian appreciation of these
dangers is graphically presented in a Caddo legend which tells how
buffalo ceased to eat humans."

Proto-Historic Buffalo Hunters

The buffalo-hunting way of life on the plains which today is
considered "traditional" crystallized between 1600 and 1750, depend
ing on locality; in southern Alberta and Saskatchewan, it seems to have
appeared during the first half of the eighteenth century. It was, of
course, based upon horses, which not only altered the hunt, transpor
tation and warfare, but also, and perhaps most importantly of all,
traderoutes, Interestingly, horses did not generally become a source of
subsistence in themselves, as they had in Asia.v However, to view the
changes that did occur with the introduction of the horse as simply
superficial, as some have done, is to misunderstand the process of
cultural evolution. Technologies change faster than institutions, and
institutions change faster than ideologies. In less than two centuries on
the northwestern plains, the horse in conjunction with the fur trade had
heavily altered the principal institutions of plains Amerindian society;
given more time, more profound ideological modifications would
probably have been effected as well."

While there is no doubt that horses were first reintroduced into the
Americas by the Spaniards, there is considerable question as to when
Amerindians began to ride and own them. In 1541 Viceroy Antonio de
Mendoza provided mounts for Mexican allies during a campaign in
central Mexico; about 1567, the Amerindians of Sonora rode horses
and used them for food.> Spanish stock-raising settlements in the
southwest, particularly in the neighborhood of Santa Fe, were ap
parently points of diffusion.v as for the Atlantic seaboard, where
horses had been present since early in the seventeenth century, they do
not seem to have crossed the Alleghenies until later. On the southern
plains, Amerindians owned horses by 1630, and may well have had
some as early as 1600. Athapaskan-speaking Apache were raiding on
horseback by mid-seventeenth century;" indeed, they evolved Amerin
dian techniques for mounted warfare, and also had become the
prototype of the mounted buffalo hunter.
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Although horses had such a radical effect on buffalo hunting, they
were not universally suited to their new role. Some could not overcome
their fear of buffalo and so could not be trained as hunters; among the
Cree during the last days of bison hunting, only one tipi in ten had a
good buffalo horse, although nearly all had riding and transport
animals. While running buffalo became universally favoured as a
hunting technique, horses were also used for surrounds, which became
more efficient as a result."? Jumps began to fall into disuse between
1840 and 1850; the last known use was by the Blackfoot in 1873.38

Pounds, on the other hand, continued to be used until the end of the
herds. Another effect of the horse was to eliminate women from direct
participation in buffalo drives, turning their attention exclusively to
the preparation of meat and hides.

Apart from its usefulness for hunting and transport, the horse
both extended and altered trade routes. As a consequence of all this, it
became a symbol of wealth in its own right and, as always with the
growth of affluence, polarized economic status both between individ
uals as well as between tribes. For example, in 1833 a Peigan chief,
Sackomaph, was reported to own between 4,000 and 5,000 horses, 150
of which were killed upon his death. Among tribes, the Assiniboine
and Plains Cree had fewer horses than the Blackfoot. However, they
were highly skilled as horse raiders; David Thompson described a
spectacular raid in which a band of Assiniboines disguised as antelope
made off with fifty horses from Rocky Mountain House.l?

The Shoshoni (Snake, Gens du Serpent), seasonal residents of
grasslands and plateau, are generally believed to have been the first to
acquire horses on the northwestern plains." Their sources were their
relatives to the south, the Comanche; as well as neighbours, such as the
Coeur d'Alene and Flathead from the western plateau and Columbia
River, who were early large-scale herders." The Shoshoni may have
employed their horses at first principally for the hunt, presaging, as the
Apache had done earlier, the emergence of the buffalo-based "horse
cultures." By the 1730s the Shoshoni were using horses for raiding, and
during the foIlowing decades they were feared mounted warriors of the
plains." Under the circumstances, word quickly spread of the strange
animal, "swift as a deer." A Cree, Saukamapee, described to David
Thompson his first encounter with the new arrival, which occurred
while he and some fellow tribesmen were hunting in the territory of the
Peigan, westernmost and most southerly of the four tribes of the
Blackfoot Confederacy. Attacking a. lone Shoshoni, the Cree suc
ceeded in killing his mount, and crowded in wonder around the fallen
animal which, like the dog, was a slave to man and carried his burdens.
So they called it "Misstutim," "big dog";" later, the Blackfoot were to
name it "Ponokamita," "elk dog," in recognition of its size and
usefulness.f
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Historic Residents

At this time, all of the year-round residents of the northwestern
plains were Algonkian or Siouan speakers except the Sarsi, who spoke
an Athapaskan language and who had broken away from the Beaver,
apparently not long before the arrival of Europeans. Eventually, they
became part of the Blackfoot Confederacy, along with the Siksika
(Blackfoot proper), Blood and Peigan." Linguistic evidence indicates
a great time span of occupation for the Algonkian-speaking Blackfoot
and Gros Ventre, much of it in isolation from their own language
group. Speech similarities between the Blackfoot and the Kutenai may
hark back to the time when the latter also lived in the area. In any
event, the Blackfoot were probably the first to arrive of all the historic
peoples still in the region; cultural indications are that they came from
the eastern woodlands." the source of much immigration to the
northwestern plains. Directly to the east of the Confederacy were the
allied Gros Ventre (Atsina, originally a division of the Arapaho) who
may have been second to arrive in the region." They share with the
Blackfoot the probability of being the "Archithinue" or "Archithine"
reported by Anthony Henday in 1754.48 If we except the Plains
Ojibway (Saulteaux, Bungi), who reached Saskatchewan by the late
eighteenth century, but who did not establish a major presence on the
high plains." the newest arrivals on the northwestern plains are the
Plains Cree. Their presence dates from some time during the seven
teenth century; their arrival may have been in association with their
close allies, the Siouan Assiniboine, who probably preceded them. To
the south were the Siouan Crow, who were described in their territory
of the middle Yellowstone by the Nor'Wester Francois Larocque in
1805. It has been estimated that at the beginning of the historic period
the population of the northwestern plains averaged less than one
person per 10 square miles.v However, there were considerable
fluctuations. Tribes from surrounding areas made forays on to the
plains for hunting and warefare, such forays increasing in frequency as
the buffalo herds declined and then disappeared from their eastern
ranges after 1850, until their final extermination in Alberta in the
1880s.51All of these peoples, with the exception of the Gros Ventre and
Crow,52 had been hunters and gatherers from time immemorial, so that
their shift to plains life was from one form of hunting to another.

The opening of the historic period saw the southwestern parts of
the region being dominated by the raiding Shoshoni. They appear to
have been an aggressive people even when they were on foot; horses
enabled them to extend their field of operations. According to
Saukamapee's description of some of their raids during the first half of
the eighteenth century.v the Shoshoni wore six-ply quilted leather
armour and carried shields, but did not at that time have firearms, as
they had "no Traders among them."54 What trading connections they
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had were with the south, and Spaniards were reluctant to include arms
in such transactions. However, the Shoshoni sinew-back bow was an
efficient weapon, particularly when used with metal-tipped arrows,
and was both more accurate and more reliable than guns until about
the middle of the nineteenth century. With the principal exception of
the Cree, but also of the Assiniboine and Saulteaux, it was usually
preferred by Amerindians for buffalo hunting. In 1811, Alexander
Henry the Younger reported that Peigans would trade a horse or a gun
for such a bow.r" The principal economic purpose of the Shoshoni
raids seems to have been the acquisition of captives, who as slaves were
useful to both Amerindians and Spaniards as wellas to the French, and
so had high trading 'value.

Shifting Power Balances

The acquisition of the gun by the Comanche, from the French
pushing west of the Mississippi early in the eighteenth century,
inaugurated the final phase of shifting Amerindian power balances on
the plains. The gun, for all its inadequacies at that time, had been
quickly adopted for warfare for its psychological effect as well as for
the damage it could do; for one thing, it rendered Amerindian armour
ineffective. Within twenty years the Comanche had driven the still
gunless Apache south of the River Platte.w In the north, the Shoshoni
had no such luck; they first encountered guns in the hands of their
enemy the Cree, about the same time as their southern kinsmen, the
Comanche, were acquiring them in trade. The Cree were blessed with
two sources of the new weaponry: the English, who by that time were
established on Hudson Bay, and the French, whose St. Lawrence and
Great Lakes network of posts had by 1753 reached into the northwest
with the establishment of Fort St. Louis on the Saskatchewan River.
The Shoshoni quickly discovered that this new weaponry seriously
diminished the advantage they had gained from the horse.>? But before
they could gain regular access to firearms, the French and Indian War
had broken out, seriously interrupting such trade in the West. By 1770,
British,traders were back on the Upper Mississippi and the Saskatche
wan, and were beginning to penetrate into the far northwest; but
France as a power had all but disappeared from North America, and
her jurisdiction over Louisiana had been transferred to Spain. This
dealt a severe blow to whatever hopes the Shoshoni might have had of
obtaining enough guns to face their enemies. As the Blackfoot, now
mounted, already had access to British firearms, the Shoshoni were
pushed off the plains by the end of the eighteenth century.V In
achieving this, the Blackfoot were powerfully aided by epidemics,
especially that of 1781-1782, which took a particularly heavy toll of the
Shoshoni.>? By the tum of the century, the victorious Peigans, who had
been the tribe of the Blackfoot confederates mainly involved in the
struggle, were referring to the once-dreaded Shoshoni as miserable old
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women whom they could defeat with sticks and stones.w With the
removal of the Shoshoni threat, the fragile alliance of the Confederacy
with Assiniboine and Cree lost its principal motivation, and the two
expanding power groups came into collision.

Before this happened, and while they were still allies, the Black
foot had obtained their first trade items fromthe Assiniboine and Cree,
rather than directly from Europeans. Linguistic evidence hints that the
first white men they met were French, as they designated them as "Real
(or Original) Old Man People"; their term for whites in general was
"Napikawan," "Old Man Person."61 While the furthest west of the
French establishments, Fort St. Louis, was located east of the forks of
the Saskatchewan and thus outside Blackfoot territory, it would have
been easily accessible to them. However, the first recorded meeting is
the well-known encounter with Anthony Henday in 1754-1755. It has
been estimated that by that time the Blackfoot were all mounted; but
Henday's report that they had horses was greeted with disbelief by the
English on the Bay.62 By then, the Blackfoot were well into their period
of expansion; as the Peigan pushed the Shoshoni south and west, the
Sarsi moved into the North Saskatchewan basin and the Gros Ventre
occupied territories vacated by the Blackfoot around the Eagle Hills.
By 1770, the territory along the eastern Rockies north of Yellowstone
was controlled by the Blackfoot Confederacy and its allies. It was
about this time that the Crow (Hidatsa) first appeared in the southern
part of this region; they also took up the fight against the Shoshoni.s-

The Blackfoot never took to trading with Europeans as had the
Cree and the Assiniboine; neither Henday nor, later, Matthew
Cocking had been able to persuade them, or the Gros Ventre, to make
the arduous journey to the Bay. This resistance was due partly to the
fact that they were already receiving trade goods through the Cree and
the Assiniboine, and partly to a conflict of the demands of the fur trade
with those of buffalo hunting, which provided so bountifully for
them. Late fall and early winter was the best season for trapping, as
pelts were then in their prime; it was also the best time for killing bison
and preparing winter provisions. From the social aspect, trapping was
a family affair, whereas buffalo hunting involved the whole commun
ity. Of the Blackfoot confederates, the Peigan had the most beaver in
their territory, and consequently became the most active as trappers;
the others, as well as their allies, were to become provisioners for the
trade rather than trappers for furs. This independence of the Black
foot and Gros Ventre helped convince the Hudson's Bay Company to
build Cumberland House (near The Pas) in 1774 and Hudson House
(west of Prince Albert) in 1779. These posts were, however, outside
Blackfoot territory. By the time the Nor'Westers built Fort Augustus
on the North Saskatchewan in 1795, and the Hudson's Bay Company
had countered with Fort Edmonton that same year, Blackfoot terri
tory was ringed with trading posts.v' It was not until 1799, when the
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Nor'Westers built the first Rocky Mountain House, that a post was
established within the Blackfoot sphere of control.

Trading Situation

The trading situation on the plains was complex, compounded by
rivalries between tribes, between traders, between traders and Amerin
dians, as well as between Canada and the U.S.A. Despite their
unwillingness to meet the fur trade on its own terms, the Blackfoot and
Gros Ventre felt that they were not as well treated in trade as their
enemies, the Cree, particularly in the case of firearms.s- The traders,
especially the inde.pendents, did not help when they treated Amerin
dians badly, as happened all too frequently. The resultant tensions
sometimes erupted into violence, as in 1781 when Amerindians burned
the prairie around the posts, which the traders believed was done to
scare game away.w When the Nor'Westers sought to cross the
mountains and make contact with the Kutenai and other plateau
peoples, the Blackfoot became seriously alarmed. David Thompson
finally succeeded in building a post in Kutenai territory in 1807, which
moved the Peigans, already disturbed by the killing of two of their
tribesmen by members of the Lewis and Clark expedition shortly
before, to raise a war party. Although Thompson was able to negotiate
a peaceful settlement, the unfortunate result for him was that famous
delay which cost the Nor'Westers the right to claim the mouth of the
Columbia for Britain." That same year (1807), a band of Bloods and
Atsina pillaged the first Fort Augustus, and when the Hudson's Bay
Company built Peigan Post (Old Bow Fort) in 1832 in territory
controlled by the Bloods, the latter refused to allow their allies to trade
there, forcing the closing of the post two years Iater." Nor did it take
long for the Blackfoot to take advantage of the new international
boundary; they became adept at raiding posts built in that part of their
territory claimed by the United States and then selling the 'proceeds to
posts north of the border.s? The situation was aggravated by the
American custom of sending out white trappers instead of relying on
Amerindian sources-an act which the Blackfoot considered
trespassing.

It was a change in the character of the fur trade which brought
about better relations between the Blackfoot and traders. In Canada,
this developed because of the opening of the Athabaska region, which
resulted in a greatly increased- demand for pemmican to provision
lengthening supply lines. Pemmican, a highly concentrated food, was
particularly suitable for the transportation facilities of the northern
routes which depended upon the canoe. In the U.S., the growing
importance of buffalo robes, encouraged by the development of
transportation facilities, made it practicable to traffic in the bulky,
heavy hides, In either case, developing affluence was manifested in the
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size of tipis, which by the 1830s could be large enough to accommo
date as many as 100 persons.v The new commerce placed a premium
upon the services of women, who prepared both pemmican and hides.
This encouraged polygamy, as well as a younger age for brides. Where
plains Amerindian women had usually married in their late teens, girls
as young as twelve now did so. Rarely could a man afford to buy a wife
before he was 35, however. As polygamy developed, so did a hierarchy
among wives, with the senior wife usually directing the others."!
Women taken in raids now tended to be retained by their captors
rather than to be sold, a trend that became particularly evident after
the first third of the nineteenth century.

Commercialism and its concomitant emphasis on wealth affected
other social institutions as well. A great many societies appeared, the
best known of which were connected with war and the maintenance of
camp and hunt disciplines. War as a way of life was a comparatively
late development; for the Blackfoot, it became a means of accumula
ting wealth, which in turn was a route to prestige. Still, something of
the old ways persisted, for although the Blackfoot were a major
military power on the northwestern plains for more than a century, it
remained possible in their society to become a chief without going on
the warpath.P Bravery and generosity were the requisites, as they were
among the Plains Cree and others.

Allies and Enemies

The Gros Ventre, who were established between the forks of the
Saskatchewan River when Matthew Cocking visited them in 1772-he
referred to them as one of the tribes of "equestrian natives"-were the
easternmost of the Blackfoot allies. ·The expression ·"Gros Ventre" was
first recorded by Edward Umfreville, who was in their territory from
1784 to 1788.73 The Blackfoot term for these Algonkian-speaking
agriculturalists-turned-hunters was "Atsina," "gut people"; they called
themselves "Haaninin," "chalk-men" or "men of soft white stone."
They impressed Cocking not only with their skill as buffalo hunters,
but also in their customs and manners, which he found more like those
of Europeans." A later fur trader, however, described them as "lazy"
and "treacherous," good only at stealing horses," an opinion probably
based on nothing more substantial than on poor trading relations.
Weakened by the ravages of the great epidemic of 1781-1782, the Gros
Ventre began to be pushed south and east by the Assiniboine and Cree.
In 1793, a key battle was fought near South Branch House, when Cree
wiped out a Gros Ventre band which had numbered sixteen lodges.
Apparently their alliance with the Blackfoot was not on a very secure
basis," as they received little, if any, help from them.

Such incidents greatly exacerbated the resentment shared by the
Gros Ventre and the Blackfoot toward the trading success of the Cree
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and Assiniboine, which made possible the latter's superiority in
firearms. In the eyes of the Gros Ventre, the traders were in effect allies
of their enemies, so they responded to the Cree raid by attacking fur
trade posts such as Manchester House (on Pine Island, Saskatchewan
River), which they looted in 1793, and in the destruction of the
Hudson's Bay Company's South Branch House the following year. In
both cases, nearby Nor'Wester forts had been able to defend them
selves. Such raids, of course, only compounded the trading difficulties
of the Gros Ventre, who apparently were responsible for pillaging
Chesterfield House at the mouth of the Red Deer River in 1826; in any
event, groups of them subsequently fled south to the headwaters of the
Missouri, where they joined their Arapaho kinsmen." The disappear
ance of the Gros Ventre from the Saskatchewan basin meant that there
was no longer a buffer between Blackfoot and the Assiniboine-Cree,
who were thus in direct conflict.

The first European mention of Cree and their allies, the Assini
boines (Stoneys), is in the Jesuit Relations for 1640, when the latter are
referred to first as the "Assinipour" and later (1657) as "Assini
poualak," "Warriors of Rock." The Assiniboines came to the attention
of the French because of their connection with the Ottawa River
trading system.v A Siouan-speaking people, they apparently broke off
from the Yanktonai Dakota sometime around 1600, moving north and
west, with some moving northeastward into the boreal forest. Accord
ing to David Thompson, the rupture had not been peaceful, with the
breakaways establishing themselves on the Red River and along the
right bank of the Saskatchewan River to the foothills."? As the
Assiniboines became more firmly associated with the fur trade, their
alliance with the Cree and other Algonkian speakers strengthened, as
did their hostility to their kinsmen, the Sioux.

The Cree, the most widespread of northern Amerindians, were
first identified by the French as "Kristinaux" or "Killistinaux"; like the
Assiniboine, they were connected with the Ottawa and Huron trading
systems. Soon, however, they were in direct trading contact with the
French in what is now northern Quebec, to the east of Hudson Bay, as
well as north of Lake Superior. By 1684, the French had built a post on
Lake Nipigon to trade with the Cree and their Assiniboine allies in the
area;80by that time, other bands of Cree were actively trading with the
English on the Bay.81 Kelsey noted in 1690 that both Cree and
Assiniboine were well armed, a situation which encouraged an already
evident trend toward expansion. By 1730, Pierre Gaultier de Varennes
et de La Verendrye reported a detachment of Cree south of the
Saskatchewan, which the stories of Saukamapee support.V The Cree
probably entered the northwestern plains by two routes, the Sask
atchewan to the north and the Assiniboine and its tributaries-to the
south. That they flourished in the plains environment despite the
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decimations of the smallpox epidemic of 1776-1777 and later is
witnessed by the number of bands which developed between the
Qu'Appelle Valley and Edmonton-eight, all told.P In the forests of
the north, the Cree were finally stopped and pushed back by the
Chipewyans, although bands raided as far as the Mackenzie basin in
1820, the farthest point of their expansion.s- In the southwest, they
were stopped by the Blackfoot, with whom they had once been in
sporadic alliance when the Shoshoni were a common enemy. By the
early nineteenth century, Cree and Blackfoot considered each other
their worst foe.

Whether or not the Cree were introduced to plains life by the
Assiniboine, as some have maintained, underlying similarities between
customs of northeastern woodlands and northwestern plains meant
that adaptation was not difficult. By 1772, Cree were impounding
bison, but preferred the gun to the bow for the hunt, in contrast to
peoples longer established on the grasslands. However, buffalo hunt
ing lessened dependence upon the fur trade; bands of Cree acting as
hunters for particular posts, known as the "home guard," were more a
phenomenon of the northern forests." although they were not un
known at the posts of the parklands or prairies, as for example at Fort
Pembina.

Reduced dependence on the fur trade affected relationships with
traders, and it was the Plains Cree who were involved in one of the
most widely remembered confrontations. It occurred in 1779 in
reaction to the callous behaviour of a group of independent traders at
Fort Montagne d'Aigle (Eagle Hills Fort), on the Saskatchewan
between Eagle Hill Creek and Battle River. Two traders were killed
and the rest forced to flee; the post was abandoned, and was apparently
never permanently reoccupied. The incident also caused the abandon
ment that same year of the Nor'Wester Fort du Milieu and Upper
Hudson House of the Hudson's Bay Company. Nor was this an
isolated occurrence. For just one more example, it was the Cree who
were participants in a melee in 1781 at Fort des Trembles on the
Assiniboine that resulted in the death of three traders and between 15
and 30 Amerindians. Only the outbreak of the 1781-1782 smallpox
epidemic prevented large scale retaliations against the traders.w The
much-vaunted peaceful cooperation considered to be characteristic of
the fur trade in the northern forests was not so evident on the plains.

In spite of this, the converging influences of the horse and the fur
trade fostered an efflorescence of plains cultures, whose golden years in
the northwest are usually dated from 1750 to 1880. The horse
facilitated the exploitation of the buffalo herds and the extension of
overland routes; the fur trade made available a new range of goods, but
even more importantly, provided new markets for products of the
hunt. This meant that 'as long as the herds lasted, plains Amerindians
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were able to hold their own and indeed to reach new heights of cultural
expression as their socieites became increasingly complex. They were
even able to overcome to a large extent the demographic disasters of
introduced diseases. But they did not have time to make their own
accommodations to the disappearance of the herds upon which all this
was based; it was the d.ramatic suddenness of that event which
catapulted matters beyond their control.

This flourishing of a culture soon to die was not unique to the
plains.' It had previously occurred in the eastern woodlands, for
example, among the Ojibway, Woods Cree and Iroquois; and it
occurred simultaneously and continued somewhat later on the west
coast, where one of its more spectacular manifestations was the
burgeoning of totem poles, not to mention the appearance of button
blankets and argillite carving. But in sheer artistry of dress, the
mounted plainsman achieved an elegance which has never been
surpassed; as an expression of the nomadic buffalo-hunting way of life,
he was his own piece de resistance.

Summary

To conclude, thereis now no doubt as to the considerable time
, span of human habitation on the northwestern plains. Indeed, some of
our most ancient archaeological records have been discovered here. In
Alberta, for instance, there is Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump and the
Majorville Cairn and Medicine Wheel site, both of which have yielded
evidence of continuous human use for 5,000 years or more. In
Saskatchewan, Oxbow and Long Creek campsites show a similar
length of habitation. However, archaeological evidence has not been
found to support the hypothesis that early migrating Siberians found a
corridor in the open lands east of the mountains.s? those historic plains
tribes which did originate in the northwest, all Athapaskan-speakers,
arrived comparatively recently. Ancient Amerindians of the plains
appear to have had more connections, however remote, indirect and
sporadic, with the eastern and northeastern woodlands, as well as with
thecivilizations of the Mississippi, the pueblos of the southwest, and
even tenuously with Mexico. Similarly, when the horse and European
trade goods appeared on the northwestern plains, they filtered in from
the south as well as from the east and northeast. When Europeans first
began to colonize mainland America during the sixteenth century, they
often compared Amerindians with what they imagined their own
Stone Age ancestors to have been like, and even sometimes with the
peoples of classical antiquity. In the hurly-burly of conquering the
land, that more generous perspective was often overlooked. As
archaeology reveals the richness and antiquity of our prehistoric
heritage, and as its links with the historic present are slowly traced out,
we would do well to re-evaluate our perception of Canada as a "new
world" without traditions of civilization before the arrival of
Europeans.
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ABSTRACT. In an extensive body of fiction and non-fiction Edward McCourt, who spent most
of his life (1907-1972) in Western Canada's twin provinces, has examined every period in their
history from the days of the early explorers to the early 1960s. McCourt sees the West as a region
settled and developed out ofa desire he would call "romantic"-to realize dreams of wealth on vast
tracts of land, or to enjoy lawless freedom and engage in heroic exploits in an untamed world of
natural beauty and grandeur-and a desire he would term "realistic"-to impose law, order and
design on man and nature by means of perseverance, hard work and practical, prosaic skills. His
own position is that a balance of both the romantic and realistic values was, and still is, essential if
one is to come to terms with an environment which, from plains to Rockies, is itself characterized
by climatic and topographic extremes. In his view too many of those who settled the West (and
those who have followed them) have pursued excessively romantic or realistic patterns of
behaviour, intensified or induced by their environment, which have been destructive to the
individual, to Western society, and to the land itself.

RESUME
Edward McCourt, qui a vecu la plus grande partie de sa vie (1907-1972) dans les deux

provinces jumelles de l'Ouest du Canada, a reuni en une oeuvre romanesque et descriptive
importante chaque periode de l'histoire de ces deux regions, allant de I'epoque des premiers
explorateurs jusqu'aux annees 1960. McCourt percoit l'Ouest comme etant une region peuplee et
developpee par la volonte d'un desir "rornantique" de vouloir accomplir Ie reve de devenir riche
sur de vastes territoires, ou de jouir de la liberte totale permettant a chacun de se livrer a des
exploits heroiques sur des terres vierges empreintes de beaute naturelle et de grandeur, tout en
conservant Iedesir qu'il qualifie de "realiste" d'imposer l'ordre et lajustice al'homme et ala nature
grace ala perseverance, au dur labeuret aux travaux pratiques. Son opinion personnelle est qu'un
equilibre raisonnable entre les valeurs romantiques et realistes etait, et est encore essentiel pour
quiconque veut s'adapter a un environnement special, lequel, des plaines aux Rocheuses, est
caracterise par des extremes du point de vue climatique et topographique. Selon lui, un trop grand
nombre de pionniers de l'Ouest, (et ceux qui les suivirent) ont suivi des voies romantiques ou
realistes al'exces, accentuees ou provoquees par l'environnement, ce qui a eu un effet destructeur
sur l'individu, sur la societe de l'Ouest et sur la terre elle-merne.

Born in Ireland in 1907, Edward McCourt arrived in Western
Canada five years after the founding of the twin provinces of Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Brought up with his two brothers on a marginal
homestead near Kitscoty, Alberta, a few miles from the border town of
Lloydminster, he knew at first hand, as his unpublished autobiography
reveals,' the life of those who broke the first sod and of their children,
few of whom received more than a rudimentary education. McCourt
himself managed to persevere through the one-room schoolhouse and
correspondence courses to graduate as Rhodes scholar for the Univer
sity of Alberta (1932), study at Oxford and teach English literature in
Eastern Canadian universities through the "Dirty Thirties." A success
ful professor, McCourt could have remained indefinitely at the Univer
sity of New Brunswick in the pastoral beauty of the Saint John river
valley, but he took the first opportunity to return to the West, accept
ing in 1944 a post at the University of Saskatchewan where he taught
until his death in 1972.
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In the last thirty years of his life McCourt published seventeen
full-length works of fiction and non-fiction, over forty short stories,
eight radio plays and a wide variety of miscellaneous journalism. Most
of these works concentrate on Alberta and Saskatchewan. McCourt
has written about prairie farmers, urban intellectuals and the ranchers
of Saskatchewan's Cypress Hills or Alberta's Rocky Mountain foot
hills. He has ranged in time from the days of the earliest explorers to
the mid-1960s.

McCourt sees the West as a region settled and developed out of
two very different impulses. On the one hand was the desire he would
call "romantic"-to realize dreams of wealth on vast tracts of land or to
enjoy lawless freedom and engage in heroic exploits in an untamed
world of natural beauty and grandeur. On the other was the desire he
would call "realistic"-to impose law, order and design on this vir
tually untouched space by means of hard work, perseverance and
practical, prosaic skills. His own position is that a balance of both the
romantic and realistic values is essential for success in such a demand
ing enterprise but that too many of those who settled the West were
impelled exclusively by one or the other extreme. Equally important,
the original settlers (and the generations which followed them) en
countered an environment characterized, from plains to Rockies, by
climatic and topographic extremes-extreme heat, extreme cold, ex
treme flatness, extreme heights-which intensified or induced the
excessively- romantic or realistic patterns of behaviour McCourt con
siders to have been destructive to the individual; to Western society
and to the land itself.

In McCourt's opinion, very few of those who followed Sir William
F. Butler, the nineteenth-century explorer, exemplified as well as
Butler the balance of traits required to appreciate the Canadian West.
As a child McCourt had avidly read The Great Lone Land, the account
of Butler's journey in 1870 over nearly four thousand miles ofvirtually
uninhabited wilderness to the Rockiest- fifty years later he wrote
appreciative prefaces to both that work! and The Wild North Land, the
record of a second trek which Butler made two years later via the Peace
River country through the Rockies to the Pacific Coast." In 1967
McCourt published a biography of this soldier, adventurer and man of
letters (Remember Butlery which also stresses that Butler possessed
the physical strength, personal courage, initiative and tenacity which
enabled him to cope alone with nature's challenges, together with the
kind of imaginative aesthetic sense needed to appreciate and convey
the awesome beauty of those vast empty plains which appeared sodull
and desolate to most Europeans or eastern North Americans.

McCourt has also written extensively of the Riel Rebellions, in the
first of which Butler served as a government intelligence officer. Three
of McCourt's books bring this period to life for young readers. The
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Flaming Hour (1947)6 and Revolt in the West (1958)7 are fictional
stories based on the Second Rebellion; Buckskin Brigadier (1955)8 is a
biography of Major-General Tom Strange, the retired British army
officer and southern Alberta rancher who organized and led the Al
berta Field' Force to help restore order in 1885. McCourt was fas
cinated by the Rebellions primarily because they expressed, in its most
dramatic form, the clash between romance and reality in Western
Canadian history, between the desire for lawless freedom in an un
tamed wilderness on the one hand, and on the other, the urge to impose
law, order and design upon man and nature. It is typical of him that in
all these accounts, as well as in his travel book Saskatchewan;" he
shows as much sympathy for Riel and his people as he does admiration
for the most competent and courageous soldiers on the government
side. The appreciative portraits of Butler and Strange are balanced by
that of Steven Conway in The Flaming Hour. This charismatic Irish
missionary among the Peigan and Blood tribes of southern Alberta
condemns the white man's abuse of the Indians. He secretly rustles the
ranchers' cattle in order to buy arms in the United States and bring Riel
back to Canada to confront those who have imprisoned, corrupted and
disinherited his people. He believes

it would be better for the red man ifhe disappeared from the earth
in one last great, flaming hour of destruction than to go down
through the years and the generations becoming smaller in num
bers, weaker in body and poorer in spirit until he dwindles away
into extinction (p. 44).

Conway, like Riel, is presented as "two-thirds idealist, one-third mad
man" (p. 42); the process of European settlement, for McCourt, is
unstoppable and, in many respects, desirable, but it is accomplished at
the inevitable expense of the native peoples.

Although he proceeds in no strict chronological order, McCourt
examines in his five published novels (Music at the Close, Home is the
Stranger, The Wooden Sword, Walk Through the Valley and Fasting
Friar) every post-Rebellion period in the region's history up to the
1960s. In The Canadian West in Fiction (1949), the first critical study
of prairie literature, McCourt insisted that Western novelists must
reveal the impact of the prairie on their characters.'? His own fiction
illustrates clearly that he believes that impact to be as much psycholog
ical as physical. Taken together, these works record fully the physical
hardships of the pioneers and the way in which the gradual introduc
tion of good roads, electricity, sophisticated farm machinery and other
benefits of modern technology have brought the Westerner a ma
terially more comfortable and secure life. Nevertheless, the battle to
come to terms psychologically with this unique landscape continues in
his fiction long after the West has been won in a material sense. All of
his novels are the stories of intensely romantic or realistic individuals
who initially hate the prairie and idealize hill or mountain country. A
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harsh climate, flat terrain and vast horizons are all significant factors
pushing these people either to the kind of romanticism which substi
tutes extravagant dreams or impractical schemes for effective action in
reality, or to an unrelenting pragmatism which eliminates all aesthetic,
imaginative or spiritual values. All but one are brought ultimately to a
more moderate position which encompasses the best of both worlds
and ensures a new acceptance of their environment.

The attractions and the limitations of the least tamed and most
romanticized form of European settlement in the West, that of the
foothill ranches before the open range was fenced, when the local
Mountie was the sole representative of law and order, is the subject of
numerous short stories I I and of Walk Through the Valley (1959).
McCourt's fourth published novel describes a few key months in the
life of fourteen-year-old Michael Troy. Michael lives on a farm sym
bolically located at the exact point where the plains meet the Cypress
Hills, just after Prohibition has been voted out and a profitable trade
running whiskey across the border to the still-dry United States has
developed. Like his charming but shiftless father, Dermot, Michael
finds the demanding routine of life on a marginal farm as uncongenial
as "the dull endless plains that hold no surprises, no suggestion of
mystery."12 He welcomes his father's secret partnership with the hand
some whiskey-runner, Blaze Corrigal, in the hills which symbolize all
that is glamorous and exciting. The process of Michael's growing up,
for McCourt, is learning the limitations of the outlaw hero of popular
western mythology never mentioned in the sagas of Wild Bill Hickok
or Jesse James which have shaped Michael's imagination as they did
McCourt's own.P When Blaze shoots a defenceless man without pity,
Michael finally sees him "with pitiless clarity, not as a reckless, swash
buckling cavalier, heir to a great romantic tradition, but a cold and
deliberate killer ... " (p. 194). However, McCourt also believes that
children and adults need dreams and myths to sustain them in bearing
the painful realities of life. Before the novel ends, he grants Michael a
second rare glimpse on the high plateau of a great stag which Dermot
claims is the elusive and immortal god Finn McCuil in disguise.
Reassured by this sight of the existence of intangible values of the spirit
and imagination, Michael learns to balance dreams and reality, to live
at the exact point where hill and plain meet .

. The settlers from Eastern Canada or Europe, who gradually
turned the great plains of the nomadic Indians Butler saw into the
"wheat basket of the world," are the subject of two of McCourt's
novels. Music at the Close (1947) is both a chronicle of life on a prairie
farm in the first four decades of this century and the personal story of
Neil Fraser, a prairie man of McCourt's own generation. Such men
were just reaching the age of awareness at the end of World War I,
came to maturity in time to experience the Stock Market Crash of 1929
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and the ensuing decade of drought and depression, and (still in their
thirties) ended their lives serving in World War II.

McCourt creates from this material, in almost equal parts, the
story of an environment which destroys men and of men who destroy
their environment. Both the pioneers and their children-Neil's gen
eration-are, in different ways, incapacitated by this harsh land.
McCourt is sympathetic to their plight, but at the same time he
produces one of the most seering indictments of the irresponsibility
and greed of the prairie farmer to be found in Western fiction.

In Music at the Close there are no materially successful pioneers.
Uncle Matt and Aunt Em Jardine homestead on what is the Alberta
side of Lloydminster in 1903 when "there wasn't an acre turned in the
whole country."14 Fifteen years later, when the orphaned Neil comes to
stay with them, they are still living in a weatherbeaten farmhouse; they
are worn and bent, for all their initial strength, by their unremitting
efforts to eke out a marginal existence from a land plagued by frost and
drought. They are not .cruel people but, like their neighbours, they
secretly hope the Germans will prolong the war for another two years.
This would maintain the high price of grain which, if the weather holds,
might give them a measure of security. Nature, however, decrees
otherwise; one night of frost in the autumn of 1918 wipes out the finest
crop in the history of the district of Pine Creek.Uncle Matt and Aunt
Em pay a high price in human values without attaining material
rewards or heroic stature. They are kind, well-meaning people but they
have been so long isolated that all they can offer young Neil is "de
tached affection" (p. 37). When a series of fair crops in the 1920s
provides some spare cash, they make no renovations to the house, no
change in their dreary routine; a lifetime of grinding subsistence has
left them too old and tired even to remember that they once had
dreams, let alone to try to make them a reality. The same point is made
about their contemporary, Mrs. Reardon, who welcomes death at the
age of fifty because "she's so tired she can't think of anything she wants
so much as a long, long rest" (p. 85). The single quality which gives
beauty and meaning to Uncle Matt's life is his commitment to the soil,
a commitment unadulterated by egocentricity or hunger for power. He
builds no mansion, breeds no future generation,. gains no wealth;
however, he "loved the land with an inarticulate, single-minded inten
sity ... ; it was no small thing to be on intimate terms with the earth
itself' (p. 132).

However, McCourt certainly does not present this redeeming
virtue as a typical pioneer characteristic. Uncle Matt's love of the land
is unique in this novel and even he is willing, in his feverish struggle for
security in 1919, to exhaust the soil by planting wheat on every acre
which should remain fallow. His neighbours do the same thing, mo
tivated only by greed. They have come to the prairies not to build for
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themselves or for future generations but simply "to get rich quick and
get out." In 1919

no one spoke of staying in Pine Creek. 'The Coast' was the goal of
almost every family in the district. There, after he had made his
pile, the farmer planned to retire to a balmy climate, trees that
grew fruit in abundance and pastures that never dried up. The
Promised Land lay just across the mountain ranges. But first there
was a fortune to be made in Pine Creek (p. 54).

These men have not, like Uncle Matt, lost the capacity to dream, but
their dreams are entirely selfish. McCourt underlines this fact by
repeated ironic references to their attitudes to the problems of Europe;
when the Germans fail to prolong the First World War, the farmers
"find consolation for the signing of the Armistice in the news of the
poverty-stricken condition' of Europe: " 'W on't be growin' no crops to
speak of for- two, maybe three years. By then we won't care' " (p. 46).

Their greed and rootlessness, in combination with the high prices
which postwar Europe is still willing to pay for grain, ensure the land
fever of the 1920s and a repeated pattern of boom and bust. In 1922
the building of a branch railway in the district creates "almost over
night" the town of Riverview with a Chamber of Commerce which
promises, with romantic fervour, that it will be "one of the great
commercial centres of the West." However, it "settled down quickly
and without a struggle" into "a dull, ugly street straggling along the
river," the false fronts of its few buildings "creating a spurious effect of
solidity." Riverview, McCourt tells us, "was thus different in name
only from a thousand other towns scattered throughout the West" (pp.
76-77), all one can expect of people who build nothing of beauty to last
because they hope to be somewhere else tomorrow.

When Neil comes of age in 1927, he makes a down-payment on a
quarter section of his own, not from any love of the land or of farm life
but because he has "grown into the attitude of mind characteristic of
the average farmer in the district" who regards money as serving "two
purposes only-to replace worn-out equipment or buy more land. No
amount of money seemed to make much difference to the way of life"
(p. 80). With these "tools" he will make the fortunewhich will allow
him to escape forever a place and vocation which he finds ugly,
demanding, monotonous. When he inherits the homestead on the
death of the Jardines in the spring of 1929, he joins his neighbours in a
pattern of impractical, exploitive behaviour which McCourt presents
as a primary cause of the Crash. Sure that the prevailing high prices of
grain will soar even higher, he buys more land and more equipment to
farm it on credit, sows every acre to wheat (as his uncle had done ten
years earlier) and ignores the weeds infesting his fields. "Next year,
with a substantial balance in the bank, he would begin to farm scien
tifically" (p. 137); at the moment, he cares only for quick profit.
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Although he harvests ten thousand bushels that fall, interest on his
debts eats up most of his earnings; he needs an even quicker way of
getting rich quick. The stock market, a neighbour tells him, is "'a
cinch .... Right now if I cashed in I'd be worth twenty thousand. But
I'm holdin' on for another two-three months. Then I figger I'll have
enough to get out of this dam' country and on to a fruit farm in B.C.'"
(p. 138). When the Crash comes, Neil's financial adviser hangs' himself
from a beam in the loft of the barn he no longer owns, and Neil loses
everything except Uncle Matt's original homestead. They are not
presented as victims of economic forces beyond their control, but
instead as part of a pattern of greed which must and should end in its
own destruction.

The decade of dust which follows the Crash is also presented as the
inevitable result of thirty years of exploitation of the land rather than
as an Act of God; two generations of farmers have sown, in what
should have been summer fallow, the whirlwinds of the Thirties. Most
move out, but the best find the courage to endure and to fight for a less
selfish dream. Neil simply drifts, until marriage and the birth of his son
trap him on the farm that he hates. He cannot tolerate the flatness of
prairie life and landscape at the best of times, let alone during the long
years of drought. Like Michael Troy, he finds in the mountains which
he sees only once, the topographic expression of the majesty and
mystery he craves; they evoke the kind of emotion he experiences when
he first encounters Tennyson's "Ulysses" or "the jewelled passages of
Conrad.... an emotion that had in it pleasure and awe intermingled,
and above all, a strange indefinable pain, a longing for something that
had no concrete substance" (p. 136). Imaginative, sensitive and intelli
gent, he immerses himself from boyhood, like Michael, in romantic
literature, which provides a standard of behaviour and beauty never
satisfied in this prosaic farming community. Longing for excitement,
he retreats into a private dream world where he plays a variety of heroic
roles. On the rare occasions when he combines dreams with hard work
and perseverance, he succeeds brilliantly in reality, but too often he
makes grandiose schemes a substitute for action, or gives up if a little
effort does not produce instant results. Sunk in poverty and.apathy by
1938, he welcomes World War II as a release from bondage into heroic
conflict, but before his death on one of the beaches of Normandy, he
also recognizes his own failings. McCourt leaves the reader wondering
whether his death is the ultimate escape from reality or a final victory
over his romanticism.

Home is the Stranger (1950) is the second and much more opti
mistic chapter of McCourt's saga of rural prairie life. It begins where
Music at the Close ends, during the Second World War, when Jim
Armstrong, a young prairie farmer perhaps a decade older than Neil
Fraser's son, meets and marries an Irish girl. The novel focuses on this
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most recent kind of "pioneer," the war-bride, and the "effect of this
[prairie] environment on a person from an older, more established
world,"15 in one year after her arrival on Jim's farm in "that part of the
Canadian West which could be south-western Saskatchewan or south
eastern Alberta."16

In the mid-forties times are easier than they were for the Jardines
or for Neil. Roads and telephones have decreased the isolation of rural
people, and in a good year, such as the Armstrongs experience, a
careful farmer can make a profit of eighteen thousand dollars on his
crop. However, the prairie is just as depressing an environment to
Norah as it had been to Neil. Like her fellow exile, Brian Malory,
Norah constantly makes disparaging contrasts between the green hills
of Erin and this new, raw land stretching undisturbed to a remote
horizon, which offers no concealment for the gods, leprechauns and
banshees who flourished by ancient tradition in the soft beauty of her
homeland. Like Brian, she longs for a place where "'there are no
straight lines anywhere, but everything up and down and nothing flat
except maybe a bog and it's as likely as not to be on the back of a
mountain'."!" Loving poetry, music and excitement, Norah finds little
kinship with her neighbours, who appear as dull, uncultured auto
matons working this rigidly geometric landscape.

Like Neil Fraser, Norah is a romantic extremist. Her imagination
lifts her above the "comic-book and garish-curtain" culture of her
neighbours but, out of control, it almost ruins her life. Imagining her
neighbour, Gail Anderson, to be in love with Jim, she begins a flirta
tion with the attractive Brian Malory. Imagining that an inoffensive
mental patient is threatening her child, she throws herself upon the
man and then faints in his arms. When she regains consciousness, "it
was not the mistake itself-though it in truth was bad enough-but her
inability to meet the situation as her imagination conceived it which
stirred in her the bitter sense of shame" (p. 90). Like Neil, Norah longs
to be heroic, but the very imagination which conceives of heroic
exploits incapacitates her in a crisis. Jim's sudden departure in mid
winter to attend his father's funeral gives her one last "chance to prove
to him her ability to meet a crisis, to meet it without fear or vacillation"
(p. 163), but she fails again. When the worst blizzard in living memory
leaves her isolated with a sick son, she is sufficiently panic-stricken to
welcome Malory as a lover. Dreaming of her lover, she forgets her son,
who wanders out into the drifts, catches pneumonia and dies. Her
sense of guilt leads to attempted suicide and a long period of mental
illness.

As she slowly returns to health, Jim reveals the depth of his love
for her by planning a move to a fruit farm in British Columbia, to a
landscape more like Ireland with "hills all round, mountains in the
distance," but Norah knows that Jim "who breathed easily only under

-------------_._---~-
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an immense vault of sky" would be "hemmed in by the crowding hills."
She knows she must remain, "and what filled her with a strange and
awful sense ofjoy was the realization that her decision was not an act of
renunciation. She did not want to go. She was ready to make terms
with the earth itself' (p. 268). The romantic Norah comes to appreciate
the flat plains as Neil never did, and her acceptance of the prairie is
presented as an acceptance of reality which is the measure of her
growth to maturity.

This novel is more optimistic than Music at the Close, not only in
its resolution of the conflict between the romantic temperament and
the prairie landscape, but also in its portrait of the postwar farmer.
Through Jim Armstrong, McCourt expresses in fictional form the
view voiced a year earlier in The Canadian West in Fiction that "a
change is coming over the West. The determination to 'clean up fast
and get out fast' is being replaced by a more responsible attitude
towards the land .... roots have been sunk in the soil, and traditions
are accumulating" (p. 117). He gives Jim all the virtues heperceives to
have been lacking in the first two generations of prairie settlers. While
the pioneers viewed Europe in World War I as a means to financial
gain, and Neil in World War II welcomed the opportunity to escape
from the hated farm to the grey towers of Oxford or the beaches of
Normandy, the more thoughtful Jim Armstrong, on his first encounter
with a centuries-old civilization, not only learns to value tradition but
determines to establish it in the West. He tells Norah while they are still
in Ireland:

'I've got some ideas since I've been over here. I used to think that
what you call tradition wasjust so much hooey. But maybe there's
something in this business of family .... if you take roots in a
place, if your sons and if your sons' sons carryon in the same
place, well, after a while you've got something that's quite apart
from the crops and the hogs ... something to build and pass on'
(pp. 10-11).

In McCourt's view, it is only in the postwar generation, not in that of
the pioneers, that the urge to "build a house to last" manifested itself in
Twin Buttes, Saskatchewan or Alberta.

Jim has learned much from the mistakes of previous generations.
He knows that the Thirties" 'had to happen once so that we'd learn
some things. The drought and dust will come again. But now we know
what to expect'." He looks forward to such scientific advances as
irrigation to make" 'the whole country green and lush as far as you can
see' " (p. 25). He has also learned, from the experience of men like Neil
Fraser, not to be land-hungry; after the kind of bumper crop which
prompted Neil to buy yet another quarter section, he plans to cut
down: "'a section is more than enough for one man to look after
properly' "(p. 135). And Jim, unlike Neil, does look after his land. Nor
will he be like Uncle Matt, unable to enjoy the pleasures of time present
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because of his fears for the future. When Norah starts worrying about
saving from this year's profits for an uncertain tomorrow, he tells her,
" 'I think it's wrong to be a next-year country.... we're going to think
about now'" (p. 136). He does not forget his plan to improve their
dilapidated house. Remembering that the hardships of the Thirties
killed his own mother at forty, Jim uses part of their profits to provide
Norah with such labour-saving innovations as electric lights and in
door plumbing. However, he does not become one of the extreme
realists, reduced by their physical deprivations to such a level that they
value only practical, material objects; part of their money is set aside
for impractical, elegant clothes for Norah, good books, music and a
trip to the Rockies.

In Jim Armstrong McCourt portrays the kind of man he feels is
the hope of the West, the Butler of the twentieth century, one in whom
the realistic virtues of perseverance and steady reliability lacking in
Neil exist in combination with romantic sensitivity and Uncle Matt's
love of the land. The vast spaces which terrify Norah give him a
glorious sense of freedom from restriction; while she is as bored as Neil
by the monotony of empty plain and sky, he finds in them infinite
variety: "'The sea is like the prairie. Never the same for a minute.
That's because the light shifts. And you can see a long way. I like eye
space" (p. 3). Although he can "breathe easily only under an immense
vault of sky," he appreciates as well as Michael, Neil or Norah the
significance of hills or mountains as tangible expressions of man's
longing to reach beyond the material and the finite.

McCourt's last two published novels are less social chronicles
than they are character studies of urban intellectuals in the mid-1950s
and early 1960s. These men, physically secure in established, modern
prairie cities, their livelihood independent of the vagaries of the weath
er, are nevertheless deeply affected emotionally and psychologically by
the prairie landscape which they both hate. Steven Venner in The
Wooden Sword (1956) and Walter Ackroyd in Fasting Friar (1963) are
both professors of English at Western universities, but while the for
mer is a romantic extremist, the latter is an extreme pragmatist. Venner
has been reduced to mental illness because his parents, his childhood
reading and a sensitive, imaginative temperament have led him to
worship as an ideal place the mysterious, secret desert, whose shifting
dunes have been for centuries the home of men he believes live out,
with unwavering courage, great extremes-"conquest and abnegation,
lust and asceticism, hatred and love."18 Like the earlier romantic
protagonists, he hates the prairie where he has lived all his life because
"it held no secrets. Whatever had happened on its featureless face lay
open to the eyes ofall men.... Here drab men lived drab lives ..., lived
only for security" (pp. 16-17). He also hates himself because he always
falls short of his masculine ideal. Every failure leads him further from a
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reality that he is unwilling to face, until he is incapacitated. Only when
he has recognized the impossibly idealistic nature of his dreams does he
regain his sanity.

Walter Ackroyd, by contrast, has hidden himself behind walls of
neat, concrete, scholarly facts, deliberately shutting out all emotional
involvement with other human beings. He hates the prairie where he
was born and where he has taught all his life not, like the romantics,
because it is predictable and lacking in mystery, but because it is not
neatly patterned and finite. He is terrified of leaving the walls of the
university which

held all of life that had meaning and design. Beyond lay disorder,
triviality, and a loneliness that was without logical order.... Fear
of open spaces-maybe that was what ailed him He thought
with regret of the great universities in the east They did not
stand in fortress-like isolation, beleaguered by sinister powers of
which the prairie was the visible expression.

For Ackroyd

the sky overhead was not a dome.... A dome was concrete, its
limits defined. But the sky was simply a void, an emptiness flecked
in daytime by immaterialwisps of cloud, in the night by dots of
light that intensified by their Inadequacy the terror of complete
vacuity. 19 . .

As the novel progresses, Ackroyd is forced by circumstances to
become involved with other people, particularly with a woman who
teaches him the meaning of love and makes him aware that the vacuity
he sees in the landscape in fact lies within himself. Marion Ettinger, like
Jim Armstrong, equates infinite space with emotional and imaginative
freedom. Her capacity for imagination and emotion enable her to find
a beauty on the prairie which Ackroyd is reluctantly forced to recog
nize. By the end of the novel, when he has committed himself for the
first time to passion and love, his attitude to the landscape has changed
radically:

He stood close beside her and looked into the darkness. Here and
there lights showed across the plains. The pictures they conjured
up of gaunt farm houses exposed on all sides to the terrors of the
great void would once have sent a chill through his bones. But now
he looked at the plain and the night and the remote, indifferent
stars and felt at peace" (p. 221).

Again McCourt expresses the optimistic view that the destructive clash
between Western Canadian man and his environment can ultimately
be transformed into a creative harmony.

In the course of writing his version-of Western Canadian history,
McCourt has rejected or at least modified many popular theories or
myths about the region. He has provided young Canadian readers with
an alternative to the Wild West school of American fiction in which
heroic white settlers triumph over their barbaric Indian enemies; all his
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stories of the Rebellion period lead the reader to understand and
sympathize with Riel and the doomed lifestyle of his people. In Walk
Through the Valley he exposes the sordid and cruel side of the ideal of
lawless freedom on the open range and demythologizes the kind of
Western outlaw hero created by Zane Grey. In Music at the Close he
describes pioneers very different from the flawed but heroic, larger
than-life figures created by such other Western novelists as Frederick
Philip.' Grove or Martha Ostenso; his pioneers do not, like Abe
Spalding, Neils Lindstedt or Caleb Gare, conquer the land, grow rich
and build mansions to hold dynasties. He regards Westerners in the
Dirty Thirties not as hapless victims of economic and natural forces
beyond their control but as men reaping the inevitable harvest of their
own exploitation of the land. He reminds those who would point with
pride to the material advances made in Western Canada since the
Second World War that these benefits have too often contributed to
the creation of a crassly materialistic society and that they do not
necessarily ensure man's emotional harmony with his environment.
For McCourt, the basis of successful settlement and development of
the West, in every generation, is a commitment to the land itself and an
appreciation of its unconventional but very real beauty.
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ABSTRACT. Portage La Loche in northwest Saskatchewan was the longest portage on the
regular Canadian fur-trade routes. It connected the Hudson Bay and Arctic watersheds.
Voyageurs dreaded carrying canoes and several 180-pound loads over the twelve miles. With the
introduction of York boats, the Mackenzie and La. Loche Brigades exchanged cargoes at the
central Rendezvous Lake. Indians helped unofficially. Then oxen and horses were used". For more
than a century, supplies for the northwest went over Portage La Loche. Then in 1886, the
Canadian Pacific Railway and steamboats made possible the shift to a new route via Edmonton.

RESUME
Portage La Loche, situe au nord-ouest de la Saskatchewan, etait Ie plus long portage sur la

route reguliere du commerce des fourrures. II marque la traversee du bassin de la Baie d'Hudson
au bassin de l'Arctique. II etait peu apprecie des voyageurs qui devaient y porter leurs canots et des
charges de 180 livres sur une distance de 12 milles. Lorsque fut introduit l'usage du bateau York,
les brigades Mackenzie et La Loche echangeaient leurs cargaisons au Lac Rendezvous. Ils
recevaient l'aide des Amerindiens; ils utilisaient aussi des boeufs et des cheveaux. Pendant plus
d'un siecle, Portage La Loche servit de passage aux approvisionnements du nord-ouest. Des 1886,
Ie chemin de fer du Canadian Pacific et des bateauxavapeur arnorcerent Iechangement en faveur
d'une nouvelle route via Edmonton.

Canadian history is largely the story of transportation. One of the
most convenient ways of studying developments is to focus on famous
nodal points. The present article chronicles the changes at Portage La
Loche during the fur-trade era. As the transportation systems from
Montreal and York Factory expanded to transcontinental propor
tions, great ingenuity and effort were required to resupply distant posts
before winter set in.' One answer was the celebrated rendezvous of
wintering partners and Montreal agents at Grand Portage at the west
end of Lake Superior. Somewhat less well known is the later inter
change of fur for outfit achieved by the Mackenzie and La Loche
Brigades at the top of the Churchill River over Portage La Loche. For
over a century this arduous portage was the chief connection between
the Hudson Bay drainage area and the Athabasca-Mackenzie, the
Eldorado of the fur trade.

Distinguished travellers waxed eloquent at the view from the crest
of Portage La Loche looking westward down the Clearwater valley. It
became a literary convention to extol it, and Walter Kupsch has
compiled a useful annotated anthology of published accounts.sEven a
busy Chief Trader, James Anderson, paused to write in tiny script in
his private diary:

The view from the 'Crete' is magnificent-this crete is a steep
Ridge like the roof of some Titanic house-along the top a path 3
or 4 feet wide passes-on either side is a profound dell-s-well
clothed with superb pines whose plume-like tops are seen far
below-the sides of the ridge are covered with dwarf willows, bear
berries, etc. one sheet of scarlet and yellow and different hues of
green-the trees now being tinted with the Dyes of Autumn-
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opposite a~d beyond the River is a~ amphitheatre of conical sand
hills-s-of different SIzes, one blending to another-they resemble
the cones of volcanoes-from their distance the individual forms
of the trees are lost-and the hills appear as if painted, with
scarlet, crimson, Gold and different hues of Green-while here
and there a dark line of pines crosses them-e-below at my feet was
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a beautiful little prairie, while the 'Clearwater' pursues its silvery
and devious course through the Valley-it was a lovely scene, and
I saw it on a lovely day.'

For those sweating under repeated 180-pound loads, the twelve
miles of the portage were brutal indeed. Starting from the canoe
landing, the first eight miles from the southeast end are level with good
footing in dry weather but no drinking water. Across the small
Rendezvous Lake, the trail is level, dry and good for three miles before
heading down a moderately steep 600-foot hill and through a wet
prairie. In addition the rivers on the approaches, the La Loche and the
Clearwater, are subject to low water, a factor which caused further
difficulties. Altogether the portage presented a formidable logistical
problem.

In piecing together something of the story of the fur traders'
attempts to cope, one is helped not only by walking over the trail itself
but especially by the extensive records so carefully preserved by the
Hudson's Bay Company. Further back still, there is enough archae
ological evidence to suggest that Indians had used this route for many
hundreds of years. 4 Certainly in historic times some of the Chipewyans
came this way en route to trade at Hudson Bay. The name "Methy(e)"
is the Cree word for the freshwater fish burbot; later the French version
"La Loche". supplanted it.'

In 1778 Peter Pond, a forceful "pedlar" from Montreal, was the
first recorded Euro-Canadian to cross over the Methy Portage into
the fur-rich Athabasca area.s To sustain this distant, lucrative enter
prise, Pond and others entered, the next year, into the first of a series of
partnerships. This famous North West Company and its breakaway
rival, the XY Company (1799-1804), pursued the trade around the
Athabasca-Peace with great success. Two or three dozen north canoes
and their outfits and returns were annually carried back and forth
across the Methy.? Fired by the profit motive and with voyageurs of
great stamina, the Nor'Westers simply treated the Methy like any other
portage. However, Alexander Mackenzie admitted that it "discour
ages the men very much" and asked his cousin Roderick to search out a
better route." There was no fit alternative, however, either by the
Beaver River or by David Thompson's Reindeer-Wollaston.

The more remote Mackenzie area overtaxed the technological
resources of the re-united North West Company. The ice-free season
was too short to allow annual contact with Grand Portage head
quarters on Lake Superior. In this regard, a leading expert on Fort
Chipewyan has stated:

The use of canoes rather than boats was probably a cause of the
closure of the Mackenzie River posts in 1814. The frail craft had to
be constantly attended and thus no thought was given to organ
izing two brigades for the Mackenzie River region so that canoes
could be left at Portage La Loche.?
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The North West Company, operating out of Montreal, employed
French Canadians who were past masters with canoes and refused to
adapt to new methods. Methy Portage called forth maximum exertion
and passed into tradition as a badge of manhood.

Meanwhile the old Hudson's Bay Company was trying to compete
with the Canadians in their prime grounds, Athabasca. Peter Fidler, a
surveyor, tried to find a new route to Athabasca, but came out via
Methy in May 1792. Opposite the north end, he noticed a small
provision post where Nor'westers stocked Peace River pemmican. The
portage he considered in good shape except for the narrow, steep north
end. Even so, ten years later on his way to establish Nottingham House
on Lake Athabasca, Fidler still took one week to cross.!? Aggressive
Canadians at Fort Chipewyan soon forced the Bay men to retire. After
another dozen years, the Hudson's Bay Company sent in more vigor
ous competitors. One of these, Colin Robertson, noted the need for
supporting provisions to be sent from Carlton via Green Lake and the
Beaver River to Ile it. la Crosse. He also considered that "much benefit
would result from Horses on this Portage."!'

In 1820 the decisive figure of George Simpson appeared on the
scene. His initial appointment was to the Athabasca area in the last
year of competition. On the way in, he respected voyageur Methy
tradition which required each new Bourgeois to give a dram of rum to
the men or be "subject to the unpleasant process of shaving (as prac
tised on board Ship in crossing the line) .... "12 but he also cast a
shrewd eye on the state of the trail, calculating that, after improve
ments, steady men could take York boats and freight over in a week.
Like Robertson before him, Simpson was frustrated by lack of support
from the Ile a la Crosse depot.'! However, talk of horses and carts
ended when Simpson had digested the full implications of switching
from canoes to York boats. In 1821 he was promoted to overall
direction of the combined North West and Hudson's Bay companies
and reorganized the transport of halfa continent. Among other things,
he incidentally relieved pressure on Portage La Loche (Methy) by soon
opening up a regular route to the Columbia via a trail from Edmonton
to Fort Assiniboine on the upper Athabasca'" and .by redirecting the
New Caledonia returns to Fort Vancouver via the Okanagan Fur
Brigade.

York boats were already in use in much of the Hudson's Bay
Company territory.l> The merger gave an opportunity to extend the
system. Freight capacity per man was doubled, cheaper Orkneymen
could displace expensive French Canadian canoe experts, and the
boats lasted longer. In theory or for special arctic expeditions, it was
possible to take boats across the portage, at least from south to north.
But to ask the men of the Athabasca Brigade to haul their boats to and
fro every year made no sense when a two-boat system would allow



"0o
~
""'1
:>
o
tTl
r
:>
r0oo::c
tTl

01
01

...__._.._.._.._.._~ ..- ..- ..- ..
/ 'I fL;i;~·_··_··_··_··_---,-_·_---_·-
! Fort: Athabasca \

i C Pe . \

· ~ vi :! t ( : \
i V {I I I
,,,~ n... I, I:J..,'U."- ,

/ ~ Fort I .....,~ lV'·-·7- MaCMurray: /" rac\ol'/ /

i ~:! ~ \ i /
, '$' I ~\~~fk ., ~\, ,! < lie A La Crosse<: /

( ! ( ~ \\ /
\ ~) : /

"", \. / .. -">. : ......-'~'te:n Cumberlan ~ I,'
" y /~,.,. ~~I \a e House .

1, ) d.'<; Edmonton ~Qd'~ 0 I'
~ I Q~ ,.

", ~ (
~ : ~ ,
\ I ~ \
\\' . I \

'\. I ~. \(. '
~ • Saska~ '\
'\ . (>~

\ eWani: :
. '\ I \ \-_______ {l ~! \ \
---~. : ,"",

---- I .L ---~ \-------L ------ \.._~ rr':
access routes to the North West ----------------- ---- .... \I~,

II



56 MACKINNON

them to store their craft at one end and simply take their freight over to
identical boats at the other end.i> From management's point of view,
York boats were a labour-saving device. Those doing the work knew
just the opposite. There might be one or even two more men in a boat,
but the number of 90-pound "pieces" increased from 24 to 60 to 70 or
more. The implications on Portage La Loche were considerable. Yet
Simpson, with his characteristic greater concern for his cargoes than
for his men, lost interest in making improvements there.

On May 21, 1823 the first four York boats were saluted by "2
Shotts with our cohorn" as they left Fort Chipewyan to inaugurate the
system." These boats would be kept at the west end of Portage La
Loche until the crews returned in the autumn. The same men did the
round trip from Fort Chipewyan to York Factory. The officer in
charge of the returning Athabasca Brigade was instructed "to arrange
your [second set of] four Boats at the east end for the Winter." Already
in 1824 "a half breed (Beaulieu)" had been put in charge of the boat
store "lately built" at that spot," although a surprising number of
people insist that at first York boats were dragged back and forth.
Isaac Cowie, in charge of the portage in its last days, is the source of
this confusion. 19 Considering the slope of the north hill, he must have
had too high an opinion of his predecessors. His superior officer,
Roderick Ross, remarked of the boats that "once over the portage,
they can never come back...."20

Applying the York boat solution to the Mackenzie River problem
required more careful timing. With canoes, two seasons were required
before fur returns could reach the London market. Late breakup on
Great Slave Lake meant that thirty Mackenzie men had to winter in
Fort Chipewyan to take the fur the following spring to York Factory.
Simpson calculated on "saving £1200" by getting most of the returns
out the same year.t! The Council of the Northern Department accord
ingly directed that a special brigade of York boats take in the Macken
zie outfit for 1826 to Portage La Loche and "interchange" for fur
returns simultaneously brought thither from the Mackenzie district.
The first rendezvous worked well, but the returning La Loche Brigade
only just managed to connect with the ship at York Factory. In his
anxiety to meet that mid-September deadline, Simpson explained to
Chief Factor Edward Smith that his Mackenzie men would have to do
most of the carrying on the portage.P Moreover, Norway House at the
north end of Lake Winnipeg was made the advance depot for Macken
zie district. This permitted the La Loche Brigade, crewed by Red River
Metis tripmen, to follow the breakup on Lake Winnipeg to Norway
House, pick up the outfit and then ascend the Churchill system for a
late July rendezvous at La Loche. Coming back, they would take the
fur all the way to York Factory and convey the next season's outfit
from York Factory as far as Norway House before returning in mid
fall to their Red River homes. These great distances and intricate
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timetables required strong leadership. For many years the U~l' _ ~ able
chief guide on the La Loche Brigade was a French Canadian, Alexis
Bonamis dit L'Esperance, who had served in Simpson's own canoe to
the Columbia, etc.23 Although he could not even sign his own name,
L'Esperance was the vital link between management and men and
between supply base and isolated fur trader.

Once the overall strategy was settled, local circumstances gov
erned the actual tactics on the portage itself. In the canoe era, voya
geurs themselves had evolved a traditional response to the gruelling
twelve-mile Portage La Loche. James Keith, on one of the last trips
before' the shift to boats, noted,

... loaded Canoes of 25 Packages cargo and 5 men usually take 5
days. Each Voyageur contrary to the ordinary routine on the
lesser Portages has a fair division of the Public cargo to transport,
which if he fails, or is unable through want of strength or health to
perform, his comrades will not fail to tax him accordingly at the
rate of from 50 to 200 livres per Package. Here the Guides possess
and exercise little authority or control. Such and such customs
and regulations having tacitly been assented to by the different
superintendents and conductors and understood and acted upon
by the Voyageurs, from long usage constitute partof the Common
Law of the Voyage, and however harsh, arbitrary and unjust in
some respects, It is necessary to connive at their operation in order
to prevent abuse and imposition from the more indolent and
worthless who are very subject to feign or counterfeit disease or
incapacity.>

Simpson's system did away with carrying craft over the portage.
However, as we have seen, the extra capacity of York boats meant four
or five or more trips per man. Also they could no longer count on using
the little lake in the centre. The Athabasca men on their annual round
trip to York Factory did the outward and return carries across the
portage several weeks apart. The Mackenzie men had one ordeal
which, as originally planned, would have involved them in moving
loads both ways over the whole portage. Very quickly a sensible
division of labour was arrived at between the La Loche and Mackenzie
Brigades. They exchanged at the south shore of Rendezvous Lake. The
hill at the north end made that four miles a rough equivalent of the level
southern eight miles of the portage. In addition to the regular fur-trade
brigades, there were several British arctic expeditions which had the
extra problem of taking in canoes or boats. For his second trip in 1825
Franklin constructed a little "truck" on the spot to carry his largest
boat. In 1833 Captain Back and Dr. King were appalled by the severe
dehydration suffered by their voyageurs in the dry eight-mile section"

The difficulties of this particular portage were truly so exceptional
that unusual solutions were necessary. Even hardened Chief Factors
thought that "7 Trips over a distance of 12 miles with loads forming 91
miles" explained the reluctance of men to renew their contracts.v
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Another reported, "I positively saw one of the young hands, altho'
lamed by severe cuts in his feet received before reaching the Portage,
attempt to carry his share of the pieces, with the skin worn offhis back
by the friction 'of his loads.... "27 Assistance from Indians seemed the
answer. Surely it was sensible to overlook the men paying for help on
the portage? Simpson did not see it this way even though he had hired
Indians to speed his crossing in 1828. He became "sick" of the subject.e
Officers in charge of brigades were either "complaining of delays" or
"corrupting the natives." For instance, the lIe a la Crosse district
suffered because their Indians earned so much on the portage that they
did not "sett a snare all Winter." Moreover, the Company's trading
monopoly was being violated. The brigade tripmen were indulging in
private tradel-? Catholic missionary sources confirm that "the portage
was a perfect babel of tongues and tribes" for a whole month.t? The
Council of the Northern Department forbade the hiring of Indians at
Portage La Loche, but Chief Factors of the Mackenzie district were
anxious to reach Fort Simpson in time to resupply their trappers.'! The
resolve of Council had to be ignored.

The next idea was horses, again unofficially at first. In 1842 a
Metis, "Old Cardinal," assisted with thirty-four pack horses. This
saved effort and also damages to the packages because

the portage La Loche Boys are a sett of rough & terrible fellows
caring little for the contents of packages. All their aim is to get
through the voyage as quick as possible, their cry is the D---l take
the hindermost, helter, skelter, bing, bang, the pieces here & there
on the portage.P

There were problems with the horses too. Sometimes the horses could
not be harnessed because they were "running wild as Deer through the
Woods."33 They were brought each season from the prairies, many
dying en route. At other times they were completely unavailable. The
obvious need was for permanent, efficient management. A "freeman

.Desjarlais" was hired in 1848 to keep horses in the vicinity of the
portage. The Company hoped to be able to rely on the service and to
see the Indians get back to trapping. But grass was in short supply in
the vicinity of the portage. Conditions were harsh. The horses were
emaciated and "sorely galled on their backs."34

With the increased volume of freight, oxen and carts had to be
employed in a systematic way. This reform was overdue. Simpson
could not ignore the fact that the arctic boat expedition of Dr. John
Richardson had been delayed when disease killed all the horses. Also,
Chief Trader James Anderson reported in 1850 that Indians were on
the point of ambushing the brigades. Their women had been abused
and their dogs shot by tripmen the previous year." A more reliable
method of transport was needed in order to avoid breakdowns calling
for old-fashioned portaging by tripmen or Indians. Accordingly, Chief
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Trader George Deschambeault was instructed to widen the trail, pro
cure oxen, build carts and set up a post at Lac La Loche as part of Ile it
la Crosse district.w This would also serve to check private trading by
portage tripmen.

Although an improvement, oxen did not solve all difficulties.
Horses and sleds were still needed for the north hill or Indians would
have to be employed there. By the 1860s, sixteen hundred 90-pound
pieces were being sent in by twenty-two boats in several divisions of the
La Loche and Athabasca Brigades. True, by holding tripmen and
portage workers to about £20 a season, freight costs from York Fac
tory were only 25 percent higher to Fort Chipewyan than to Ile it la
Crosse. Moreover, the tariff charged Indians for these trade goods
could be adjusted accordingly in Athabasca which thus could still
average annual profits of about $32,000. 37 Other problems remained
despite the oxen. Economics were more adjustable than sandbars and
tempers. Low water in the La Loche River so distressed the men that a
general strike was feared." As a result of the Riel excitement, some
Red River tripmen in 1870 abandoned their loads near the mouth of
the Saskatchewan River and returned home. Hasty improvisations
prevented real distress in the Mackenzie district. Significantly, the
Chief Factor there did not act on the suggestion that he send two boats
over to Ile it la Crosse for provisions.l? The hill was too intimidating.

Understandably, the search was on for new methods and routes.
What is remarkable is the continued use of Portage La Loche with all
its shortcomings. To avoid the many portages on the middle Churchill,
an increasing part of the Athabasca outfit was first carted, then steam
boated to Carlton on the Saskatchewan River. From there it went
overland to Green Lake and down the Beaver to Ile it la Crosse. This
had been the old pemmican route to supply the northern brigades.
However this was simply another approach to the same bottleneck at
La Loche. A more daring attempt was made in the mid-sixties to open
up a different route via Lac La Biche to the middle Athabasca. The
Company had mixed results from these tests with York boats in the
Grand Rapids of the Athabasca. A Roman Catholic venture in 1867
had to harness even nuns to drag its boat round that formidable
obstacle.w With the mountain run-off in midsummer, it would be even
more difficult taking the returns out against such a current. There was
some consolation in reflecting that the hated free traders would also be
prevented from having easy access to the profitable northern fur
districts.

In the early 1870s a concerted effort was made to upgrade the
Portage La Loche operation. The cart road was rebuilt from Carlton to
the south end of Green Lake, where a holding depot was developed for
the supplies in transit for the northern districts. The twenty-one oxen
and the few horses working the portage were at first kept at Bull's
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House on the La Loche River.t! Due to the harsh conditions, the
attrition rate was 20 percent a year. In 1873 the cattle were shifted to
the new post at Fort McMurray where feed was more plentiful. Ironi
cally, two years later a great flood, the water rising fifty-seven feet in
one hour, drowned almost all the animals. Henry Moberly showed
commendable initiative in rushing to La Biche to purchase more.v By
using switchbacks, he also realigned the trail on the notorious north
hill to its present modest slope. To avoid the portages and low water on
the Clearwater he also suggested cutting a road from the middle of
Portage La Loche across twenty miles to below the Cascade Rapids.
This suggestion was refused but his energies were well employed in any
case in maintaining the deeply rutted central section of the portage.P
By the 1880s a quarter of a million pounds of company and missionary
freight were crossed from thirty-one boats whose arrival was spread
out over the season.s-

The Hudson's Bay Company was well aware of the potential of
steam transport but wisely preferred not to become prematurely de
pendent on it. After the Northcote ascended the Saskatchewan to
Carlton in 1874, the bulk of the northern outfits went via that route.
But York boats were maintained out of Cumberland House, supple
mented now by the boats from Lac La Ronge and Pelican Narrows."
A similar piecemeal approach was taken to introducing steamboats to
the north. The first choice was the lower Athabasca-Peace-Slave sec
tion. Some of the machinery needed to build a steamboat at Fort
Chipewyan came in by the traditional La Loche way in 1882.46This
boat, named the Grahame, proved to be a success in her first full season
of 1884, plying between the landings on the Clearwater and the Slave
rivers.s? Naturally the relatively large steamboat could not be dragged
past the rapids in these rivers as the York boats had been. This involved
scows to connect between the north end of Portage La Loche and the
bottom of Cascade Rapids. Moberly's road by-pass idea was almost
sanctioned. Indeed, the main portage was functioning reasonably well,
being capable of crossing two hundred pieces a day with thirty oxen
when transport officers like Moberly or Cowie rode across by horse
three or four times a day to expedite matters. The hold-up was the
constant transshipment from scow to ox cart on the five small por
tages totalling almost 4Y2 miles, especially when low water com
pounded the problem."

Contemplating the overall system from the Saskatchewan to
Great Slave Lake-the hideous melange of the old and the new, tump
lines on men's backs, innumerable ox carts and assorted craft from
batteaux to steamboats-Roderick Ross remarked with restraint: "It is
clear that some system and order must be observed in moving freight
through such a broken route."49 So much handling magnified defects
in packing, as a less philosophical recipient at the far end of the line
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protested: "It is wrong to put paint, oil, nails and raisins in the same
case-there was a fine mixture and smash-up when I opened it."50

Clearly the Grahame was only the first stage of an overall plan.
Another steamboat, this time for the lower Slave-Mackenzie system,
was a logical follow-on. More daring was the testing of a radical
change-by railway to Calgary, ox cart through Edmonton to Atha
basca Landing and by scow past the Grand Rapids, etc. to connect with
the Grahame near Fort McMurray. Hitherto the Athabasca trail,
completed a decade earlier, had been used only to supply the Peace
River district. Wisely the old La Loche route was kept up as well.
Unhappily, the year was 1885. As an offshoot of Riel's North Sask
atchewan River rebellion, some Indians stole a few items from the
"pyramid" of supplies at the south end of Green Lake. Actually the
police who arrived to check out the incident took far more! Company
officials simply billed the government, realizing that "looting was
universal; from the General down to the smallest drummer boy.... "51
The confusion was worse than the actual loss. As usual, great exertions
prevented real hardship among the trappers at the northern end of the
long supply route.

Even more dramatic was the barge trip down the Athabasca to
inaugurate the new route. Captain Smith and Chief Factor Camsell
were taking in bulky machinery for the new steamboat to be con
structed at Fort Smith. The excitement of the Riel trouble postponed
the trip until harvest time when good men were less available. Also low
water made it more dangerous. To Smith's disgust "the things we had
in the shape of men" preferred eating to navigating. The steersman was
an "imbecile" who "hung up" the barge on a rock, whereupon the
boiler rolled overboard.v The answer seemed to lie in proper timing of
the descents, trained crews, a tramway at Grand Rapids and either
cheap one-way scows or strong trackers pulling on the return
upstream.

In order not to overburden the new route, Portage La Loche was
kept operating in 1886. Once again a freakish disaster incommoded the
transport system. The Marquis half sank on the lower Saskatchewan,
the Northcote was stopped by shoals, and only the North West made it
up to Edmonton.v It was useful to have both the scows on the Atha
basca and the oxen on Portage La Lache to rush in extra supplies.
However, by its very nature, the La Loche run could not be operated
fitfully at half volume. Oxen and men had to eat. It made sense to shift
the cattle from there to the new transshipment bottleneck, the Fort
Smith portage around the rapids of the Slave, and thus Portage La
Loche was finally abandoned. 54

Officers and employees, who had long advocated it,55 all cheered
the move away from the detested La Lache route, although they
recognized that it had deterred competitors from penetrating their
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sacred northern fur preserves. Roderick MacFarlane, who had spent
his career along the Mackenzie and as Chief Factor at Fort Chip
ewyan, best summed it up:

Only those, however, who have had much experience of Inland
Boating, of late years, can adequately appreciate the greatness of
the Boon conferred by the introduction of Steam into the remote
Districts of Athabasca and Mackenzie River.w

When change became inevitable, the ancient Company pioneered
the real opening of the north to all comers despite thus ending its
private, paternalistic ,empire. Another veteran officer, MacFarlane's
successor, Roderick Ross, accurately saw the far-reaching impli
cations:

The Opposition will now permanently establish itself at Forts
Chipewyan and Smith on the high road to McKenzie River Dis
trict and although in some respects this may not be a desirable
thing, yet in view of the needed reforms and change of policy in the
conduct of the business, it will certainly help to hasten as well as
facilitate action in that direction. WIth a cheap and efficient
transport service and our trading establishments reduced from
populous villages with schools and churches to store and shops in
the hands of a manager with 2 or 3 assistants each, the Company
should easily command the trade of the country in the face of all
competition.t?

Epilogue

Nearly one hundred years later, in the sandy soil, the old Portage
La Loche trail strangely still has the appearance of a heavily travelled
route with even hints of a double track of the ox carts. The chief users
now are occasional local Indians with snowmobiles for essential sub
sistence hunting and the annual brigade of eight north canoes of St.
John's School which believes in doing unpleasant routes the hard way.
Also in June 1978 there was a special re-enactment of Peter Pond's
historic trip. Nothing seems to have been done yet on the excellent 1969
proposal by Henry Epp and Tim Jones to make the portage a Sask
atchewan Historic and Nature Trail.V Remoteness is its real protection
so far. But a cut-line of the mid-1970s intrudes at Mile Three. A fire
tower on a ridge opposite the north end keeps watch over the area. At
the south end a recent National Historic Sites monument recounts
some of the former significance of the route.

Things seem to have come full circle. It is nice to come across
places, in a natural setting, essentially unchanged from another age.
One can attempt to pace off the old halting places or "poses" such as
"La Vieille" near Mile Five.>? The "old woman," the wind, was usually
his enemy but here a welcome breeze cooled the sweat off the voyageur
as he smoked his "pipe" and thought of distant Montreal. One gains
insight into the transcontinental unity of the Canadian experience. As
Innis said, we are a nation because of geography not in spite of it.60
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ABSTRACT. The Canadian Agricultural Movement (CAM) made a dramatic entry into the
prairie political and agricultural scene during the winters of 1978and 1979when it staged a series
of boycotts and withholding actions against stockyards, meat-packing plants, the Winnipeg
Grain Exchange and the Weyburn Inland Terminal. This study, based upon interviews with a
number of the leaders of the movement throughout Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba and
upon content analysis of literature, explores the origin, objectives, spatial dimensions and bases
of participation of the Movement. CAM was directly influenced by the American Agricultural
Movement and consciously adopted the goals, organizational strategy and tactics of its American
counterpart. The environment for the emergence of a protest movement such as CAM existed in
prairie agriculture in the form of depressed prices paid to farmers and the perceived ineffective
ness of traditional farm organizations in influencing federal government agricultural policy.
CAM can best be characterized as related clusters of activity throughout Alberta, Saskatchewan
and Manitoba. Three of these areas of activity can be traced directly to contacts with the
American Agricultural Movement.

RESUME
Le Mouvement Agricole Canadien (MAC) a effectue une entree remarquee sur la scene

agricole et politique des prairies pendant les hivers de 1978et 1979, lorsqu'il a organise une serie de
boycotts et de blocus visant les pares abestiaux, les conserveries de viande, Ie marche au grain de
Winnipeg et Ieterminus interieur de Weyburn. Cette etude, basee sur des entrevues effectuees avec
un certain nombre de chefs de file du mouvement en Alberta, en Saskatchewan et au Manitoba et
sur une analyse du contenu des publications ernises par Ie mouvement, explore l'origine, les
objectifs, les dimensions geographiques et les bases de participation du mouvement. Le MAC a
ete directement influence par Ie Mouvement Agricole Americain et en a ado pte, en toute
conscience, les buts, la strategic d'organisation et les tactiques. L'environnement propice a la
naissance d'une mouvement de protestation tel que Ie MAC, existait dans Tagriculture des
Prairies sous la forme de prix ridiculement bas payes aux fermiers, et de l'impuissance des
organisations agricoles traditionnelles ainfluencer la politique agricole du gouvernement federal.
Le meilleur moyen de caracteriser Ie MAC est de dire qu'il se compose d'un reseau de noyaux
d'activite a travers l'Alberta, la Saskatchewan et Ie Manitoba. Trois de ces domaines d'activite
peuvent etre directement rattaches ades contacts avec Ie mouvement agricole americain,

The Canadian Agricultural Movement (CAM) made a dramatic
entry into the prairie agricultural scene during the winters of 1978 and
1979, when hundreds of farmers in Saskatchewan and Manitoba boy
cotted meat-packing plants, auction marts and large grain terminals in
an attempt to publicize the economic plight of farmers. 1 CAM was not
a unique phenomenon on the prairies; the agricultural and political
history of the region is rich in protest movements. The place of CAM
within these, however, deserves exploration beyond the scope of this
paper, in which our purpose is to present an initial overview based
upon a study conducted during the winter of 1978-79.

Our first objective was to identify the geographical dimensions of
the Movement across the prairie region. Specifically, we wanted to
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discover the origins of the Movement, its relationship to contemporary
American agricultural protest movements, and the pattern of its sup
port. Second, we felt that the Movement presented an opportunity to
study the recruitment and mobilization of political activity which
occur outside the normal channels of political participation. We were
particularly interested in the question of why people move into ex
treme or even extra-legal political activity.

The study involved a content analysis of written materials relating
to the Movement-leaflets, presentations to government committees,
and newspaper and magazine articles-and a series of in-depth inter
views with CAM leaders and spokesmen throughout the prairie prov
inces. The interviews were conducted during late winter and early
spring in 1978-79 with twenty CAM leaders in central Alberta, north
and east-central Saskatchewan, southeast Saskatchewan, and Manito
ba. CAM leaders were identified in terms of such criteria as media
visibility and designation by CAM supporters.

Origins of the Movement

The Canadian Agricultural Movement appears to have emerged
as a direct result of contact between Canadian farmers and members of
the American Agricultural Movement. The birth of the American
movement took place in September 1977 in Baca County, Colorado,
when a group of farmers were discussing over coffee the inflationary
impact on agriculture." The American movement grew during the fall
of 1977and the winter of 1977-78 as a result of organizing activity by
Baca County farmers against a background of widespread dissatis
faction with U.S. Agriculture Secretary Bob Bergland's initial re
sponse to the concerns and demands of the protesters. By January
1978, tractor blockades and protests had appeared in Texas, Illinois,
Nebraska, Colorado and South Dakota. The severity of the cost-price
squeeze affecting American farmers and the perception that American
agricultural policy was aimed at the elimination of small family farms
helped account for the widespread support for the Movement. Activity
resumed during the winter of 1978-79with tractor parades to Washing
ton D.C. These protests were accompanied by outbreaks of violence.

Enthusiasm for the cause and a high degree of visibility helped to
sustain the American Agricultural Movement, but the departure from
traditional channels for expressing dissatisfaction limited the real
gains of the protesters. Because of the close connection between Cana
dian and American agricultural trends, it was almost inevitable that
the American Agricultural Movement would have some impact on
Canada. As far as we can discover, three seminal contacts occurred
between the two Movements.

First, Bert Brown of Kathyrn, Alberta, is generally credited with
founding the Canadian Agricultural Movement after spending a week
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in Baca County, Colorado, in late November 1977. During his visit to
Colorado, he had an opportunity to talk to American farmers, and to
acquire information on the tactics and objectives of the American
Agricultural Movement. This experience greatly influenced Brown,
and when he returned to Alberta in December he became active in
organizing protest meetings and in publicizing the plight of Canadian
farmers. Brown was able to attract a number of farmers, including
some American producers, to meetings in the Calgary area. Not only
did these meetings serve as a means of information exchange among
farmers, but they also brought about media coverage of the difficulties
facing the agricultural industry.

The second important contact occurred on January 4, 1978,at the
Manitoba-U.S. border. Farmers representing the American Agricul
tural Movement had established border blockades in an attempt to
reduce the flow of Canadian beef to American meat-packing plants.
Several beef producers from western Manitoba travelled to the border
to see what was going on, and following a lengthy exchange of infor
mation, these Canadian producers became important contact men for
other regions in the prairies. What could have begun as a confronta
tion between Canadian farmers and their American counterparts be
came instead an opportunity for the awareness of common problems.

Finally, a major meeting took place at Estevan, Saskatchewan on
January 19, 1978, with large numbers of cow-calf operators from the
immediate area attending along with several American farmers. This
meeting was important in spreading the Movement's activities to east
central Saskatchewan, and providing a semblance of organization for
the Movement in the form of a steering committee and contact per
sons. The decision to adopt American tactics of boycotting and with
holding beef was made at this large meeting. Subsequently a two-week
withholding action was undertaken, commencing during the last week
of February 1978.

While numerous additional meetings took place between Cana
dian and American farmers, these three initial contacts were empha
sized in a large number of our elite interviews. The primary result of
these contacts was the creation of an awareness on the part of Cana
dian farmers that agriculture was facing the same problems on both
sides of the border. An ongoing relationship was maintained between
the two Movements after the initial protests, and especially during the
winter of 1978-79 when CAM members followed closely the protests of
their American counterparts in Washington, D.C.

Spatial Patterns of Support

Our study allowed us to identify four distinct areas of activity of
the Canadian Agricultural Movement (see Figure 1). The area imme
diately around Calgary was identified by the actions of Bert Brown.
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Diffusion of Agricultural Protest, 1978
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Although he had done some wider travelling in Alberta, and although
his mail contacts as a result of the publicity accorded the Movement
reached right across Canada, it would seem misleading to represent a
concentration of support save in the immediate vicinity of Calgary. In
fact, Bert Brown was in large part the Canadian Agriculture Move
ment in Alberta. This was the first area in which CAM can be identi
fied, but its activity was short-lived. The highlight of Brown's
campaign was a series of protest meetings in the Calgary area, and a
feature story in The Calgary Herald on 24 February 1978 entitled
"Agriculture-the Answer to Canada's Economic Woes?" Alberta
farmers did not come out in direct support of the boycotts and with
holding actions taken in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. This had the
effect of isolating Alberta from developments in Saskatchewan and
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Manitoba, commencing with the beef boycott in February 1978. When
interviewed in the fall of 1978, Brown still had considerable interest in
the Movement, but felt that he had played out his role in attempting to
publicize the economic plight of the farmer.

The second area was in northwestern Saskatchewan, centring on
Big River but extending west to the Alberta border, east to Prince
Albert, and south to Saskatoon. Of all the regions surveyed, this one
exhibited the highest degree of organization and the most long-lasting
activity, possibly because the Western Canada Cow-Calf Association
in the area took up some of the 0 bjectives of the Movement. This area
was also unique in having emerged as an area of protest without any
direct contact with the American Agricultural Movement. In fact, a
strong case could be made for the emergence of an independent protest
movement in this area which later became subsumed under the Cana
dian Agricultural Movement. A number of meetings took place in the
Big River area during January 1978, as cow-calf operators discussed
their economic difficulties and the measures necessary to provide
stability for the beef industry. Repeated but unsuccessful efforts were
made to bring speakers from southern Saskatchewan to outline the
objectives of the Movement; this again suggests both the highly frag
mented organization of CAM, and the independent rise of the protest
in this northern region. When the CAM boycott began at the end of
February 1978, however, it was fully supported. As in Alberta, a single
individual (in this case Jim Stalwick) seemed to stand out as a major
organizer. Stalwick ran as an independent candidate in the Meadow
Lake constituency in the 1979 federal election, receiving 352 votes.

The largest area of support and activity over the winters of 1977
78 and 1978-79 was centred in east-central and southeast Saskatche
wan, and in western Manitoba. It might be most useful to consider this
activity as occurring in two separate waves, mobilizing slightly differ
ent groups over different issues, but with the regional characterization
remaining accurate throughout. Much of the early 1978 action related
to the problems arising from depressed beef prices. Although the
farmers contacted in our elite interviews expressed continued support
for the aims of the Movement, the cow-calf operators around Estevan
were playing a less important role during the winter of 1978-79, at
which time CAM protests focussed on the depressed international
price for wheat. The grain producers and livestock men in east-central
Saskatchewan were more active at this time. The thrust of the Move
ment was now directed toward the formation of an international grain
cartel which would establish an international grain price based on costs
of production. Hazen Argue, Chairman of the Standing Senate Com
mittee on Agriculture, played an important role in keeping producers
informed on the status of discussions between Canadian and American
Senators on possible international grain agreements. To highlight the
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cost-price squeeze and the hardships it was causing farmers, the Move
ment established pickets at the Winnipeg Grain Exchange and the
Weyburn Inland Grain Terminal. As in northern Saskatchewan, the
protest entered the political arena. Ben Hudye, an active spokesman
for CAM, ran as an independent candidate in the Yorkton-Melville
constituency in the 1979 federal general election, receiving 1577 votes.
However, it was not possible to identify a single individual as the pre
eminent leader or spokesman for the Movement in this area; there were
a number of individuals, no one of whom seemed to stand out.

Finally, an area of CAM activity in eastern Manitoba was identi
fied. Some of the most radical rhetoric emerged from this area, and
there was indication of a high level of commitment by a core group
over an extended period, although again no single person could be
identified as a leading spokesman. Of the four regions identified, this
was one of the two (the other being northwest Saskatchewan) where
depressed product prices were causing the most difficult economic
conditions.l Producers in this area had frequent contact with farmers
in western Manitoba and eastern Saskatchewan, and strongly sup
ported demands for improved international wheat prices.

There were efforts to extend the Movement into other regions
(such as east-central Alberta, central Saskatchewan.and southwestern
Saskatchewan), but little direct activity resulted, nor did local spokes
men emerge. Plans were made to travel to the Swift Current area in
February 1978 to try to spark some interest in the Movement there, but
a severe blizzard forced cancellation of the effort. Cow-calf operators
in northwest Saskatchewan tried on various occasions to gain support
for CAM south of the North Saskatchewan River and west of the
Alberta-Saskatchewan border, but without much apparent success.
Again, it must be stressed that the informal structure of CAM and the
lack of formal membership makes it difficult to measure the geograph
ical extent of support apart from the emergence of local spokesmen
and/ or locally supported protest activities that gained the attention of
the media. A certain amount of more passive support might be sug
gested, in that the beef-withholding action undertaken in February
1978 was successful in reducing livestock shipments across the prairies
to a fraction of their normal levels. Attempts to emulate the success of
this boycott in 1979, using wheat as a target commodity, met with
much less success; so the extent and persistence of this latent sympathy
and support are difficult to assess.

Objectives of the Movement

The literature produced by CAM (as well as the literature from the
American Movement often used as a supplement) contains a great
amount of rhetoric with respect to the Movement's goals. This is
predictable, since the literature is written to proselytize-to convince
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the reader of the legitimacy of the cause and to gain his sympathy and
support. When the literature is related to our in-depth interviews, the
main objectives of CAM can be more readily identified.

Perhaps the most important objective of the Movement was to
bring to the attention of the Canadian public the plight of Canadian
farmers, particularly those on "family farms" whom CAM saw as
threatened by contemporary developments, neglected by government
policy and trapped within an economic system over which producers
have little or no control, either individually or collectively.' This
economic situation is characterized by a continuing cost-price squeeze
and by a cyclical market situation, which CAM described as follows:

Under the misdirected guidance of the Canadian government and
others who form farm policy, agriculture has during the past
ten years gone from surplus grains to a manipulative surplus
of livestock and back to surplus of grain. Each swing has
caused economic hardships and in some cases bankruptcy for
farmers.... 5

CAM's prescriptions for these ills tell a great deal about the
evolution of the Movement. Initially, the proposed goal was "parity," a
term and concept lifted directly from the literature of the American
protest movement." In the United States, the concept has an esta
blished history and a settled meaning; it relates to a period in the past
(1910-1914) with a balance between agricultural prices and other
prices, a balance which has since been lost. For the American move
ment, the slogan is specific and viable, and its meaning is understood
by the relevant publics. In Canada, however, there is no such historical
use of the term; it is difficult to isolate any such period, and the
demands of the farmers have never been put in such words. As a result,
the CAM spokesmen found themselves spending more time explaining
the concept than defending the principle involved. Thus the more
ponderous but more understandable term "cost of production plus a
reasonable profit" was subsequently adopted as an economic goal.
Such a slogan is not only less confusing or ambiguous, but also points
to a useful strategy for putting the prescription into operation. Several
of the leaders interviewed had devoted a great deal ofeffort to working
out actual money values of "cost per bushel" or "cost per acre" for
grain, and of "cost per pound" of beef, giving them a much easier and
more effective way of publicizing the plight of farmers in a time of
fluctuating prices.

A second objective of the Movement was to convince farmers
themselves that they had far more potential power and political influ
ence than they were currently exercising, and that unless their influence
was brought to bear on the policy process, the welfare of the farmer
would not improve:

Farmers and ranchers represent a minority of the Canadian
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voters and therefore have little or no political influence. The aim
of the Canadian Agricultural Movement is primarily to make the
Canadian farmer realize where his power does lie. First, we have
total control over the amount we choose to risk on our crops and
livestock each year. We can reduce or increase these levels of
economic risk at our will. Second, each individual farm unit has
total control over its level of annual production aims. The de
cision to increase or decrease output on our farms is ours alone,

-therefore we must accept the responsibility for surplus products in
the domestic and international marketplace.

By combining these two powers and making collective de
cisions, farmers and ranchers need no longer accept business,
labor and government policies which raise the price of everything
we buy and allow our returns to fall whenever the efficiency we
have achieved results in a temporary surplus."

There is little question that many of the Movement's leaders felt
alienated from an economic system which they perceived to be domin
ated by big business, labour and government, and in which the farmer
was forced passively to accept decisions reached through negotiations
among these groups. A rallying cry of the Movement expresses this
point well:

I am a farmer and I refuse to become an economic slave of
this country's government, its business interests or its labour
unions. I demand to be paid for the food I produce on the same
basis as every other group-cost of production plus a reasonable
profit."

A third goal of the Movement, which underlies the first two
objectives, was to influence public policy in the agricultural sector. If
the spokesmen of the Movement had any illusions about having any
immediate short-range impact on agricultural policy through direct
contact with federal officials, these were shattered after a meeting with
Otto Lang, federal minister responsible for the Wheat Board, and four
of his colleagues in Regina. Although the federal representatives ack
nowledged a problem, they were vague and noncommittal about pos
sible solutions. This meeting had the effect of confirming the suspicion
of members of the Movement that the federal government had little
interest in the plight of the farmers. Subsequently, the Movement
hoped that, by creating an awareness of agricultural problems and
sympathy for the farmers on the part of the general public, and by
convincing farmers themselves that they must be more aggressive in
their demands, there would be a better chance in the long run of
eliciting more favourable agricultural policies. The Movement direct
ed its activities almost completely toward the federal government;
CAM spokesmen frequently indicated that they regarded the provin
cial role in agricultural policy-making to be limited.

Participation in the Movement

Studies of interest groups within the Canadian political system
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generally classify them along a continuum with institutional groups at
one end and issue-oriented groups at the other. Institutional groups are
those which possess a high degree of continuity and organizational
cohesion, stable membership, discrete operational objectives, and es
tablished access routes to decision-makers. Issue-oriented groups ex
hibit the reverse characteristics, that is, a low level of organization,
limited knowledge of government and the political process, fluid mem
bership, and one-shot short-range objectives." Using this typology, the
Canadian Agricultural Movement obviously falls into the category of
issue-oriented interest groups. What is interesting is the emergence of
CAM in a policy-making arena already crowded with stable institu
tional interest groups." There are at ·least fifty different agricultural
associations operating in the prairie provinces alone. At least two of
these groups, the Canadian Federation of Agriculture and the Nation
al Farmers Union, are national in scope and the former does have an
established access route to Ottawa. The initial reaction of these organ
izations to CAM's protest activities was one of opposition and hos
tility. Well-briefed NFU hecklers appeared regularly at CAM rallies,
and were observed first-hand at a meeting in Watson, Saskatchewan,
on 12 February 1979. The form that CAM adopted reflects a reaction
to the perceived ineffectiveness of the established national
organizations.

It is possible to make some limited judgements from our elite
interviews about the reasons for the participation by farmers in a
movement very different from the established associations in both
organizational characteristics and tactics. In this preliminary report,
we find the concept of "political threshold," developed in the study of
political participation, to be a useful analytical viewpoint from which
to assess the involvement of farmers in CAM. II In general, the notion
of political threshold postulates that some sort of triggering
mechanism must function to move the individual into higher stages of
political activity. This triggering mechanism, however, operates within
a larger context of motivation, as studies of recruitment to political
candidacy indicate. Data from our elite interviews indicate that an
environment conducive to mass participation in a protest movement
had characterized the Canadian agricultural policy-making arena for
some time. The environment of mass participation can be broken
down into two dimensions: first, the perceived economic situation of
Canadian agriculture on the prairies; second, the belief that existing
farm organizations were unable and in some cases even unwilling to
influence public policy in desirable directions.

The prairie farm economy exhibits two serious problems that
provide a potential for protest movements. The first is fluctuating
prices. Figure 2, for instance, shows steer prices over a seven-year
period. The end of an extended period of depressed prices for beef, in
particular affecting the cow-calf operators, occurred in early 1978. The
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Figure 2

low prices for beef were attributed to over-expansion coupled with
rising levels of imports from Australia and New Zealand. From 1967 to
1976 total imports into Canada increased from 1.7 to 13.3 percent of
domestic production, with Australia and New Zealand accounting for
most of this increase.t- Repeated efforts to induce the federal govern
ment to provide protection for the Canadian beef industry met with
little success. The graph shows very clearly why cow-calf operators
were active in protests in the winter of 1977-78, but also why the
militancy had passed to grain producers a year later.
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TABLE I

PRAIRIE REGION AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS*
Total farm operating expenses, cash receipts, net income

(in millions of dollars)

ALBERTA SASKATCHEWAN
Expenses Receipts Income Expenses Receipts Income

1966 370.2 769 352 392.8 951 556
1967 400.3 796 352 355.1 974 333
1968 431.1 805 335 414.8 890 454
1969 432.2 740 251 424.3 720 417
1970 427.4 720 219 381.9 723 241
1971 483.1 792 222 431.8 898 465
1972 555.4 953 314 475.9 1192 391
1973 692.7 1238 629 588.5 1465 902
1974 882.2 1728 669 716.3 2080 1153
1975 1002.9 1880 745 808.3 2470 1487
1976 1139.7 1842 508 966.2 2304- 1286
1977 1179.0 1950 374 1038.4 2137 846
1978 1352.0 2288 617 1215.6 2472 910

MANITOBA . PRAIRIES
Expenses Receipts Income Expenses Receipts Income

1966 175.4 378 137 938.4 2098 1045
1967 195.7 375 152 991.1 2145 746
1968 206.4 365 163 1052.3 2059 952
1969 196.4 351 251 1052.9 1811 786
1970 191.4 341 89 1000.7 1784 549
1971 220.2 368 152 1135.1 2058 839
1972 252.1 490 166 1283.4 2635 871
1973 304.4 630 371 1585.6 3333 1902
1974 392.3 827 318 1990.8 4635 2140
1975 452.6 932 398 2263.8 5282 2630
1976 517.2 885 290 2623.1 5038 2084
1977 577.4 891 297 2794.8 4978 1517
1978 682.4 1119 336 3520.0 5879 1863

*from: R. Daviault, Selected Agricultural Statistics for Canada,'March, 1980(Publication No.
80/ I), Agriculture Canada, Tables 31, 34, 39.

The second problem is inexorably rising costs. Table I compares
total farm operating expenses, total farm cash receipts, and total farm
net income for each of the three prairie provinces and for the region as
a whole. Farm operating expenses have been rising steadily, at an
average rate of 16 percent per year since 1970. Total farm cash income



78 SUNDSTROM, LONG AND MCCORMICK

has increased much less steadily (actually falling between 1975 and
1976), and total farm net income has fallen sharply since 1975. Increas
ing land prices and rising interest rates mean that this burden falls most
heavily on farmers who entered the occupation recently, but all farm
ers are caught in the squeeze.

The factors contributing to the cyclical cost-price economic situa
tion are extremely complex, but to the farmers interviewed there was a
single fundamental or underlying cause: the inability or unwillingness
of the federal government to stabilize the farm economy. The farmer
was seen as the sacrificial lamb for the benefit of other segments of
Canadian society.and he was not getting a fair return for his invest
ment and labour.

Our interviews further revealed a lack of confidence in the ability
of existing agricultural organizations to influence government or to
carry the farmers' message to the public at large. Many of the farmers
interviewed indicated that they had either given up their memberships
in these organizations, or had become inactive in them. This disen
chantment extended even to the once-radical National Farmers Union.
In general, the spokesmen of the Movement identified several short
comings of the established agricultural associations. They believed
that the very multiplicity of agricultural groups seriously hindered
their effectiveness in dealing with the federal government; the associa
tions could be played off one against another. Moreover, they felt that
disagreeements among farm organizations on policies led the govern
ment to claim that it was not receiving appropriate or useful advice. On
top of this, most of the respondents felt that the leadership of the
traditional farm groups had become so remote from the rank and file
that it was no longer able to identify with, to sympathize with, or to
articulate the problems faced by farmers. One producer interviewed
subscribed to a complicated conspiracy theory in which leaders of
various farm organizations were identified as villains in collusion with
sinister interests. This was unusual only in the particular form given to
the feeling of alienation from the leadership, not in the existence of the
alienation itself. Another farmer, equally bitterly but in more conven
tional terms, complained that the Pool was supposed to be a farmers'
organization, but the managers "all wore ties and fancy suits and you
needed an appointment to get in to see them."

It was apparently partly as a reaction to this alienation from
existing farm organizations that CAM took on its highly fragmented
organizational form. There was no formal membership in the Move
ment, no formal organization structure, no fees, no elected leadership,
no board of directors. The "Movement" consisted simply in the frus
tration and dissatisfaction of individual farmers, and a "spokesman"
was anyone who gave voice to these feelings, validating his claim to the
title by attendance at rallies or support in protest activities. Indeed, the
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very name ("movement" as opposed to "organization") reflects this;
the point was not to replace the existing.organizations, much less to
compete with. them for government attention, but to move beyond
their limitations to accomplish important and pressing goals.

It is our judgement that the formation of the Canadian Agricul
tural Movement and the engagement of farmers in protest actions
would not have occurred, despite all the problems of the farm econ
omy, had it not been for two other immediate causes. The first was the
American Agricultural Movement. Canadians as a rule, we feel, exhi
bit a lower sense of political efficacy and less commitment to political
activity than Americans, who are among the most politically active
people in the world. The tactics of the American farmers, more attuned
to and acceptable within the political dynamics of the American sys
tem, found fertile ground in the motivational environment existing on
the prairies, and served as the catalyst for the emergence of CAM. The
second was the extensive media coverage sporadically afforded to the
CAM meetings and demonstrations. It is going too far, of course, to
suggest that CAM was created by the media. More correctly, the media
were used by CAM to spread the message, to mobilize the latent
support outside the small pockets created by handfuls of committed
farmers.

Mobilization and Action Strategies

A primary purpose of CAM was to bring the plight of farmers to
the attention of the public, in the hope of creating a better climate for
the resolution of farm problems. It is interesting and instructive that
the focus was on the public, rather than on the decision-makers
through such traditional interest group tactics as letter campaigns and
representations to M.P .s. Aware of their shrinking political base (that
is, the shrinking proportion of seats that are entirely or predominantly
rural), and perceiving existing farm organizations as ineffective, the
Movement set the more ambitious target of educating public con
sciousness. Lacking the resources to do this within the usual "rules of
the game" of Canadian politics (such as a massive advertising cam
paign), the Movement resorted to such tactics as boycotts, demonstra
tions, and withholding actions. In this regard, the media attention that
is naturally drawn to such extra-normal techniques performed a
double function-it helped mobilize larger numbers of farmers and
move the protest into other areas; and it helped to spread the word of
farm grievances to the general public in dramatic form. In this sense,
the techniques were effective; in a wider sense, they were not. As Paul
Pross puts it:

The Canadian policy system ... tends to favor elite groups mak
ing functional accommodative, consensus-seeking techniques of
political communication, rather than conflict-oriented techniques



80 SUNDSTROM, LONG AND MCCORMICK

that are directed toward the achievement of objectives through
arousing public opinion.!' .

Other kinds of communication activities are generally considered to be
much less productive and even dysfunctional in the policy-making
process. In this regard, CAM would seem to have paid the obvious
price; there is little evidence that their efforts had any immediate policy
impact.

CAM's approach to confrontation activities reflected the anti
organizational bias of its supporters; this anti-organizational thrust is
well described in CAM literature and confirmed by our interviews. 14

The only semblance of an organizational structure within the Move
ment was the ad hoc designation of "contact" persons, and the for
mation of a short-lived "steering committee" which served to monitor,
coordinate, and speak for the boycott activities, but which had dis
banded by the spring of 1978. The decision-making dynamics of the
Movement followed a group consensus pattern-decisions to boycott
or to withhold commodities would be arrived at through discussion at
large rallies, followed by the dispersion of self-selected "contact men"
who would seek to organize support in their own areas. The selection
of boycott locations appeared to be a function of proximity and
number of supporters in an area; the withholding action, on the other
hand, operated more through a "moccasin telegraph" conveyed by
word of mouth, and drew much greater latent support than even the
CAM spokesmen had anticipated. Financing of the Movement took
the form of individual contributions at meetings, or self-finance, par
ticularly on the part of the contact men and spokesmen.

Despite its lack of organizational structure, the Movement
showed a remarkable capacity for short-term mobilization. Most of
the leaders interviewed were surprised at the level of support generated
by the Movement, at the size of the rallies, and at the extent of the
withholding actions (especially beef). By the same token, however, the
long-term prospects for the Movement appear poor, undermined by
the very features that fuelled the protest-rising beef prices in 1978-79
reduced militancy among the cow-calf producers who had been so
active the previous winter.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we can make a number of observations about the
spatial dimensions and political impacts of the Canadian Agricultural
Movement. Attempts to assess the impact of CAM must be made
cautiously, because of the difficulties of identifying linkages in the
spread of a rather ephemeral movement, and of establishing cause
and-effect relationships.

First, the regions of most intense CAM activity are readily identi
fied, but the strength of communication among the various regions is
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difficult to determine. While we were able to establish that American
contact with three of the regions had occurred, the activity in north
western Saskatchewan seemed to evolve independently and only sub
sequently assumed a common identity with CAM. Differences in
organization, tactics and intensity of action in the regions reflected
diversity in cultural and physical environments, as well as in the
specific personalities involved. Also, since the Movement's activities
were largely confined to the winter months, climate and distance acted
as barriers to the spread of the Movement.

Second, the Movement provided a forum where farmers could
meet and examine their costs of production. The net effect of this
probably raised their frustration level, as producers began to realize
how serious the cost-price squeeze was (rather than to assume, as
farmers tend to, that "if I'm not making money, it must be because I am
a bad farmer."). In addition, the problems of the farm sector were
presented to the general public, although the media coverage was
short-lived.

Third, the dismal showing of the Liberal government on the
prairies in the 1979 federal election, which included the defeat of Otto
Lang in Saskatoon, can be partly attributed to the high level of rural
dissatisfaction with federal government agricultural policies. In a
sense, the federal Liberals reaped the harvest which they had sown.
Their actions were perceived by many prairie farmers as a conspiracy
of neglect.

Finally, it can be argued that CAM contained the seeds of its own
destruction. The anti-organizational, apolitical bias of the Movement
worked against its survival as a viable interest group, and thereby
probably precluded any significant long-range effect on public policy.
The conscious choice of Movement spokesmen to reject continuous
organization in favour of short-range dynamism, and the desire not to
emulate established agricultural interest groups, determined the fate of
the Movement from the start. The spokesmen were neither unaware of
this danger nor sanguine about their chances. Many saw CAM as a
last-gasp protest, a "now or never" attempt to cure the ills of a failing
farm economy. One way or another, the next decades will write the
final commentary on the Movement.
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(McGraw-Hill, Ryerson Ltd., 1975), pp. 10-11.
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Prairie Theses, 1977-78: A Further Listing
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When in Volume 4, Nurnber 1, we published a list of prairie theses
for 1977-78drawn from the CANPLAINS data base, we described it as
"by no means comprehensive." The fact that this new listing for those
years is considerably longer than the initial one demonstrates the truth
of that statement. >

There remain many more theses from these two years which have
been deliberately omitted because the subject matter was of a general
nature and did not relate specifically to the plains region. Their in
clusion would have resulted in an extremely lengthy inventory, occu
pying a large proportion of this journal. If any relevant theses have yet
to be included we would be grateful to our readers for bringing themto
our attention.

The format for this list is the same as that followed previously
three broad categories, with inclusion in more than one category where
appropriate. (The 1979 listing will appear in approximately a year
from now.)

Humanities and Social Sciences
ADAMS, Gary F. The Estuary Bison Pound Site in Southwestern Saskatchewan.

M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology & Archaeology, University of Saskatchewan,
1977.

AHIMBISIBWE, J.K.K. An Economic Output and Pricing Policy for Service Co
operatives: A Case Study of Alberta Co-operative Seed Cleaning Plants. M.Sc.
thesis, Dept. of Agriculture & Forestry, University of Alberta, 1979.

AHMAD, Bashir. A Model to Determine the Impact of Improved Agricultural
Efficiency in Manitoba. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Agriculture, University of
Manitoba, 1978.

AJAO, Adenihun Olanrewaju. The Role of Government and Business in Alberta's
Export Trade: Some Implications for Regional Economic Development in the
1970s. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Calgary, 1977.

ALWIN, John A. Mode, Pattern and Pulse: Hudson's Bay Company Transport,
1670-1821. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Geography, University of Manitoba,
1978.

ASANTE-KWATIA, David Christian. The Influence of Irrigation and the Railroad
on the Settlement of Southern Alberta. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, University of Alberta, 1977.

BAMFORD, Jack. Tele-auction Experiment on the Marketing of Feeder Cattle.
M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Agricultural Economics, University of Saskatchewan,
1978.

BARRY, Eileen M.A. An Urban Improvement Program in Calgary. M.S.W. thesis,
Faculty of Social Welfare, University of Calgary, 1977.

BEAUDRY, L.A. An Investigation into the Backgrounds, Roles and Educational
Attitudes of Alberta Public School Trustees. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational
Administration, University of Alberta, 1978.

BERKES, Leslie Alex. The Legal Assistance Clinic as a 'Broker' in a Saskatchewan
Urban Community. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology & Archaeology, Univer
sity of Saskatchewan, 1977.
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BRACKENBURY, James Allen. Moral Education and the Alberta Social Studies
Curriculum. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Educational Curriculum & Instruction, Uni
versity of Calgary, 1978.

BRANDER, R. Bruce. The Potential for Public Transit in the Commuter-shed Areas
of Calgary and Edmonton. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Civil Engineering, University of
Calgary, 1978.

BRASS, Oliver Johnston. A Study of the Effect of Ethnicity on Service in City Banks.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Psychology, University of Regina, 1978.

BRAYTON, Gary John. A Functional Job Analysis of the Employment Opportuni
ties Program, Alberta Social Services and Community Health. M.S.W. thesis,
Faculty of Social Welfare, University of Calgary, 1977.

BUSS, K.B. Traditional Swampy Cree Snowshoe Construction. M.A. thesis, Dept. of
Physical Education, University of Alberta, 1978.

CABAJ, Ted L. Teacher and Public Opinion Toward Education in St. Paul, Alberta.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Psychology, University of Alberta, 1977.

CALDWELL~ Brian John. Decentralized School Budgeting in Alberta: An Analysis
of Objectives, Adoption, Operation and Perceived Outcomes in Selected School
Systems. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of
Alberta, 1977.

CARTER, T.S. A Profile of Tenants in Central Edmonton: Their Characteristics and
Housing Preferences. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta,
1978.

COHEN, Stewart Jay. Land Use Change and Micro-climate in Central Alberta: An
Energy Balance Study. M.Sc. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta,
1978.

COMEAULT, G.L. The Political Impact of Archbishop Langevin, 1895-1915. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of History, University of Manitoba, 1978.

DANIEL, Richard Charles. Indian Rights and Hinterland Resources; the Case of
Northern Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Sociology, University of Alberta, 1977.

DANYLUK, K.R.M. The Doukhobor Homestead Crisis 1898-1907. M.A. thesis,
Dept. of History, University of Saskatchewan, 1978.

DARBY, Peter Allan. The Integration of Southern Alberta with Canada, 1700-1885:
An Historical Geography. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Cal
gary, 1977.

DAVIES, Frances Mary Temple. Canada Studies Foundation and Project Canada
West: The Study of Goals. M-.A. thesis, Dept. of Educational Curriculum &
Instruction, University of Calgary, 1977.

DEMMINGS, Steven. Transfer of Development Rights to the River-Osborne District
of Winnipeg. M.C.P. thesis, Dept. of City Planning, University of Manitoba,
1977.

DRIVER, Jonathon C. Holocene Man and Environments in the Crowsnest Pass,
Alberta. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Calgary, 1978.

DUKE, Philip G. The Pelican Lake Phase in the Crowsnest Pass: a Locational
Analysis. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Calgary, 1978.

DURRANT, Philip H. The Grasslands National Park: A Geographical Assessment.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Regina, 1977.

ELIASOPH, H.P. Edmonton's Impact on Surrounding Urban Centers. M.A. thesis,
Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta, 1978.

ENGEL, Mary Frances. Bankrupt Dreams: The Isolated and the Insulated in Selected
Works of Canadian and American Prairie Literature~,Ph.D. dissertation, Kent
State University, 1978.

ENNIS, John Andrew. The Movement of Francophone Settlersinto Southwestern
Saskatchewan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Calgary, 1977.
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ERDMAN, Kenneth Richard. Recreational Activities and Perception in the Kanan
askis Region, Alberta: Analysis of a Resource Use Survey. M.Sc. thesis, Com
mittee on Resources & the Environment, University of Calgary, 1978.

EWANYSHYN, E.L. The Evaluation of a Ukrainian-English Bilingual Program.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administration, University of Alberta, 1978.

FAMINOW, M.D. Beef Procurement by Edmonton Restaurants. M.Sc. thesis, Dept.
of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1977.

FAMURE. O.D. An Economic Analysis of Institutional Buying Patterns for Meats in
Edmonton and Surroundings. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Rural Economy,
University of Alberta, 1978.

FARMER, Gavin N. Provincial Policy-Making: A Case Study of the Repeal of the
Communal Property Act in Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Political Science,
University ofCalgary, 1977.

FILION, Andre. A Comparative Analysis of Land Use Policies in the Prairie Region.
M.C.P. thesis, Dept. of City Planning, University of Manitoba, 1978.

FOSTER, F.L. The 1921 Alberta Provincial Election: A Consideration of Factors
Involved with Particular Attention to Overtones of Millenialism within the
U.F.A. and Other Reform Movements of the Period. M.A. thesis, Dept. of
History, Queen's University, 1978.

FOSTER, Russ. Camping Perception and Camping Satisfaction in Alberta Provincial
Parks. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta, 1977.

FROMHOLD, Joachim. Social Change and Migration in Western Canadian Indian
Bands: A.D. 1600-A.D. 1900. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology, University of
Calgary, 1977.

GELDART, H.G. Marketing of Wood Chips From Alberta Sawmills. i'A.Sc. thesis,
Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1978.

GILPIN, J.F. The City of Strathcona, 1891-1912;'We See Just Ahead the Glory of the
Sun in His Might.' M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Alberta, 1978.

GOLDADE, Larry Steven. Saskatchewan Separate Schools: A Struggle for Equality.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Foundations, University of Saskatchewan,
1977.

GRASP.OINTNER, Andreas. Some Aspects and Problems of the Archaeology Along
the Milk River in Southeastern Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Archaeology,
University of Calgary, 1977.

GUSTAFSON, Robert W. The Education of Canada's Indian Peoples: An Experi
ment in Colonialism. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Foundations, University
of Manitoba, 1978.

HAlGH, R.J. Resident Characteristics of Six Urban Fringe Communities in the
Edmonton Region. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta,
1978.

HAMM, Peter Martin. Continuity and Change Among Canadian Mennonite Breth
ren, 1925-1975: A Study of Sacralization and Secularization in Sectarianism.
Ph.D. dissertation, .Mclvlaster University, 1978.

HAUG, James C. Analysis of the Palaeo-Indian Occupation Floor at the Duck River
Site ELMB-I0, Manitoba. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology, University of
Manitoba, 1977.

HAYLEY, Brian P. A Model for Effective Citizen Participation in Planning: The
Alberta Land Use Forum. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Al
berta, 1977.

HENDERSON, John David. Teacher's Perceptions of the Grade Twelve Traditional
Social Studies Program in Saskatchewan. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Curriculum
Studies, University of Saskatchewan, 1978.



86

HENDRICKS, Larry John. The Edmonton Public Library Government Information
Division: An Element in Community Development. M.A. thesis, Interdisciplin
ary Studies, University of Alberta, 1977.

HESS, E.L. Osteology and Odontology of the Sharphead Burial Site. M.A. thesis,
Dept. of Anthropology, University of Alberta, 1978.

HORNE, John MacGregor. Copayment and Utilization of Publicly Insured Hospital
Services in Saskatchewan: an Empirical Analysis. Ph.D. dissertation, Carleton
University, 1978.

HUTCHINSON, R.A. Scenic Assessment and Landscape Protection: the Edmonton
Devon Restricted Development Area. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, Univer
sity of Alberta, 1978.

IRBY, Charles C. Northeast Alberta: A Marginal Agricultural Situation. Ph.D. dis
sertation, Dept. of Geography, Simon Fraser University, 1978.

IRVING, Harold Alexander. Regional Impact of an Alberta Steel Plant. M.A. thesis,
Committee on Resources & the Environment, University of Calgary, 1977.

IVES, John W. A Spatial Analysis of Artifact Distribution on a Boreal Forest
Archaeological Site. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Alberta,
1977.

JASPERSE, Frank R. Seasonal Variations in Employment: The Service Industries of
Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Economics, University of Alberta, 1977.

JAUIER, G.J. Constitutional and Political Aspects of Federal Control of Natural
Resources in the Prairie Provinces, 1870-1930. M.A. thesis, University of Sask
atchewan, 1978.

JOHNSON, A.E. The Winnipeg Strike of 1918.M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, Univer
sity of Manitoba, 1978.

JOHNSON, Gudjon Ray, An Analysis of Funding of Curricular and Extra-Curricular
Transportation in Selected School Divisions in Manitoba. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of
Educational Administration, University of Manitoba, 1978.

JOHNSON, Keith. Indian Association of Alberta: Formative Educational Concerns.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Educational Foundations, University of Alberta, 1977.

JONES, Llewellyn May. The Search for the Hydrocarbons: Petroleum and Natural
Gas in Western Canada, 1883-1947. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of
Calgary, 1978.

JUNGLING, Margot Lynne. Analysis of Functional Groupings of Alberta Commun
ities. M.Sc. thesis, Committee on Resources & the Environment, University of
Calgary, 1978.

KADAALI, Stephen James. The Leader-Post and the Natural Hazards of 1929-39: A
Content Analysis. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Regina, 1977.

KALLAY, George J oszef. Transients: an Analysis and Recommendation for Service
Delivery in the City of Calgary. M.S.W. thesis, Faculty of Social Welfare, Univer
sity of Calgary, 1977.

KELLY, Michael E. A Cluster Analysis of Pottery From Southern Indian Lake. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Manitoba, 1975.

KHEHRA, G.S. Structural Changes in the Alberta Broiler Industry. M.Sc. thesis,
Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta, 1977.

KOHUT, Irena. Donald H. Cameron and Adult Education. M.A. thesis, Dept. of
Educational Foundations, University of Calgary, 1977.

LA FLEUR, Phyllis Maria Elena. Three Alberta Teachers: Lives and Thoughts.
M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of Secondary Education, University of Alberta, 1977.

LABODl, Paul Joseph. The Development of the Senior High School Social Studies
Program in Alberta, 1905-1975.M.A. thesis, Dept. of Curriculum & Instruction,
University of Calgary, 1978.

LAMSWOOD, Foster Milton. An Examination of the Grade XII Component of the
High School Program in Lethbridge, Alberta, with Primary Emphasis on Exist
ing Curriculum and Evaluation Practices. M.Ed. thesis, Faculty of Education,
Memorial University, 1978.
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LAPOINTE, Louis Henry. Children's Participation in the Marketplace in Selected
School Jurisdictions of Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Educational Administra
tion, University of Calgary, 1977.

LEBLANC, Victoria. From Preacher to Prophet: A Study of the Fiction of Rudy
Wiebe. M.A. thesis, Concordia University, 1978.

LIGHTBODY, James. Adapting Urban Institutions: the Reform of Winnipeg, 1971.
Ph.D. dissertation, Queen's University, 1977.

LIMIN, Gloria Hope. Teaching the Theme of Women in Canadian Prairie Fiction.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of Educational Curriculum & Instruction, University of
Calgary, 1977.

LINN, Hilareon Dewell. Health Care in the Settled Portion of Saskatchewan: A
Central Place System and its Implication For Regionalization of Health Care
Delivery. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Geography, University of Saskatchewan,
1977.

LOBSINGER, Theresa White. Statistical Correlates of Urban Growth in the Cana-
dian Prairie Region. M.A. thesis, Carleton University, 1978. .

LUXTON, Margaret. Why Women's Work is Never Done: A Case Study From Flin
Flon, Manitoba. Domestic Labour in Industrial Capitalist Society. Ph.D. disser
tation, University of Toronto, 1978.

LYSENG, Mary. History of Educational Radio in Alberta. M.Ed. thesis, Dept. of
Secondary Education, University of Alberta, 1978.

MACDONALD, Cathy. The Edmonton Grads: Canada's Most Successful Team, A
History and Analysis of Their Success. M.H.K. thesis, University of Windsor,
1977.

MACFADDEN, Rosaleen. Icelandic Edda and Saga in Two Prairie Novels: an
Analysis of 'The Viking Heart' by Laura Goodman Salverson and 'Wild Geese' by
Martha Ostenso. M.A. thesis, Concordia University, 1977.

MACKAY, Donald Stewart. The Cultural Ecology of the Chipewyan. M.A. thesis,
Simon Fraser University, 1978. .

MACKENZIE, Susan J. Hutterite Women: Work and Assistance Patterns. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Calgary, 1978.

MACLEOD, Hugh Laidlaw. Properties, Investors and Taxes: A Study of Calgary
Real Estate Investment, Municipal Finances, and Property Tax Arrears, 1911
1919. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Calgary, 1977.

MAGNE, Martin P.R. Variability Among Four Archaic Lithic Assemblages in the
Porcupine Mountain Region, Manitoba. Dept. of Anthropology, University of
Manitoba, 1978.

MANZIE, A.A. Evaluations of Planning Conceptions: Planned and Actual Uses in
Mayfair Park, Edmonton. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Al
berta, 1978.

MARTYNOWYCH, Orest T. Village Radicals and Peasant Immigrants: The Social
Roots of Factionalism Among Ukrainian Immigrants in Canada, 1896-1918.
M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Manitoba, 1978.

MA WER, D.R. French Canadian Historiography. Ph.D. dissertation, Faculty of
Religious Studies, McGill University, 1977.

MCDANIEL, S.A. Family Size Expectations in Edmonton: A Cohort Approach.
Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Sociology, University of Alberta, 1978.

MCDONALD, David N. Health Care and Community Development: The Inner City
of Edmonton. M.A. thesis, Division of Community Development, University of
Alberta, 1978. .

MCGOVERN, Marcia Ann. The Women's Christian Temperance Movement in Sask
atchewan. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Saskatchewan, 1978.

MEIER, G.W. The Saskatchewan Labour Relations Board. A Functional Analysis.
L.L.M. thesis, College of Law, University of Saskatchewan, 1977.

MORAH, B.C. Timing of Births in Edmonton: Patterns and Consequences. M.A.
thesis, Dept. of Sociology, University of Alberta, 1977.
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MOSER, John Lucas. The Impact of City Council's Decisions Between 1903and 1930
on the Morphological Development of Regina. M.A. thesis, Canadian Plains
Studies Program, University of Regina, 1978.

MUNSON, James West. Development Control vs. Zoning: the Emergence of Land
Use Controls in Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Political Science, University of
Calgary, 1977.

NORTHEY, Donald Raymond. The Effects on Indian Students Who Participated in
Wechintowin-A Social Simulation Game Based On the Operation of a Fed
erated Cooperative. M.Ed. thesis, Indian and Northern Education Program,
University of Saskatchewan, 1977.

NUSSBA UMER, Margaret. The Worth Report and Developments in Alberta's Post
Secondary Policies and Structures, 1968 to 1976. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of
Educational Administration, University of Alberta, 1977.

O'CONNOR, J.J.W. The Last Three Steppes: The Canadian West as 'Frontier' in
Prairie Literature. Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of English, University of Toronto,
1977.

PAYNE, Robert John. Children's Urban Landscapes in Huntington Hills, Calgary.
Ph.D. dissertation, Dept. of Geography, University of Calgary, 1977.

PERCY, Michael. Migration Flows During the Decade of the Wheat Boom in
Canada, 1900-1910:A Neoclassical Analysis. Ph. D. dissertation, Queen's Univer
sity, 1977.

PERRY, Isabel Sheila. Services for the Severely Mentally Handicapped in the Ed
monton Region. M.A. thesis, Faculty of Social Welfare, University of Calgary,
1977.

PETERSON, D.D. Wholesale Trade Between Edmonton and Selected Northern
Communities. M.A. thesis, Dept. of Geography, University of Alberta, 1978.

POETSCHKE, T.R. Reasons for Immigration and Ethnic Identity: An Exploratory"
Study of German Immigrants in Edmonton, Alberta. M.A. thesis, Dept. of
Sociology & Anthropology, Carleton University, 1978.

POTYONDI, Barry. Country Town: The History of Minnedosa, Manitoba, 1879
1922. M.A. thesis, Dept. of History, University of Manitoba, 1978.

PRICE, Richard. Indian Land Claims: Federal Policy and Alberta Perspective. M.A.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Exile in the Wilderness, by Jean Murray Cole. Don Mills: Burns &
MacEachern Limited, 1979. Pp. xviii, 268, $15.95.

A biography of Chief Factor Archibald McDonald is extremely
timely. His career spanned the heyday of the fur trade and the initial
disintegration of its carefully balanced social structure. McDonald was
involved in Lord Selkirk's Red River enterprise and in the Hudson's
Bay Company trade west of the Rockies. His wives and progeny, both
mixed blood and white, provide an unparalleled opportunity for
insight into the workings of fur-trade society. Unfortunately Jean
Murray Cole's Exile in the Wilderness, despite its prodigious research,
is little more than historiographical atavism that ignores these possi
bilities. The revolutionary contributions of John Foster, Sylvia Van
Kirk, and Jennifer Brown which have redirected fur-trade scholarship
as established in the 1930s have been completely neglected. E.E. Rich
and A.S. Morton would have welcomed Cole's study. They would have
agreed with her contention that the pre-1870 West was untouched and
wild. In fact western Canada displayed a unique culture derived from
the economic and social structure of the fur trade, activities to which
Europeans, Indians and mixed bloods contributed and from which
they derived identity and purpose. The wilderness is an illusion created
by moderns steeped in National Geographic lore, not by the realities of
the nineteenth-century fur trade.

Most fur traders would have sympathized with Henry Hallett
who, being told by George Simpson that he might have to leave the
West after twenty-nine years in the interior, wrote:

You are aware, Sirs, that by remaining in the Indian country such
a length of time, the Customs and habits we imbibe are so different
to those of the civilized world, add to which the attachement most
people form to it, that it will be almost impossible for me to return
to my native country.

One suspects that McDonald would not have found Hallett's 'views
inappropriate to his own experience. McDonald himself took an In
dian wife, and upon her death married a countryborn white woman
untutored in the niceties of refined society. He fathered one mixed
blood son and several white children. McDonald pressed for the
education of his wives and offspring, not because he feared the con
tagion of the wilderness, but because his position in fur-trade society
demanded these refinements. He was responsible for ensuring the
social status of his children. If they were to maintain his station they
must have an education. McDonald's careful interest in science too
was not a rejection of the wilderness but rather a desire to understand
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the Indian country. Indeed his studies are rooted in a tradition started
by seventeenth and eighteenth century bayside factors. When
McDonald did retire, he did so not to his native Scotland, something
one might have expected from an "exile in the wilderness," but rather
to Lower Canada where he could enjoy the company of those he had
known in the Indian country.

What analysis the biography offers sometimes borders on the
psychologically naive. Emotions are the uncomplicated ones of "joy,"
"delight," and "discouragement." Other assessments are simply care
less. Life at isolated posts is labelled as "monotonous drudgery," but
this is not borne out by example. Subsequent descriptions of riotous
parties and difficult Indians scarcely contribute to the imagery of a
dreary exile. It can be shown that life in the pre-1870 West, while by no
means easy, was in fact more than bearable, and that levels of nutrition
and the general standard of living were higher than in the Canadas and
Great Britain.

While these comments would seem to be unduly harsh, they are
not meant to detract from the careful scholarship and research that
illuminates this work, although Shirlee Ann Smith in her review in The
Beaver (Summer, 1980) has noted a few minor errors in fact and
typography. In spite of any reviewer's comments, however, the book
must be the landmark biography of Archibald McDonald. He could
not have asked for a more sympathetic treatment. Carping historians, I
suspect, would prefer a more analytical one.

Frits Pannekoek
Historic Sites Service
Alberta Culture
Edmonton

Society and Politics in Alberta: Research Papers edited by Carlo
Caldarola. Toronto: Methuen, 1979.392 pp., $11.95, paper.

This is a useful book. It includes nineteen articles which have been
organized around four themes. The first theme is the historical pattern
of Alberta provincial politics. Four papers (written by L.G. Thomas,
C.F. Betke, C. Caldarola, D.K. Elton and A.M. Goddard) discuss the
successive regimes of the Liberals, the United Farmers of Alberta,
Social Credit and the Conservatives. These are traditional but effective
accounts which summarize party policies, describe elections, and con
sider the experiences of the parties in office. In the process, each article
gives interesting insights into one of the standard questions about
Alberta politics-why has there been a tendency toward one-party
government? Inevitably, in exploring that question, emphasis is placed
on the role of leadership, the well developed sense of regional griev
ance, and the general quest for efficient, managerial government.
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The second theme is Alberta's political culture. Though there are
important differences, methodologically and ideologically, among the
authors, there are a series of common perceptions. The emphasis tends
again to be on the sense of grievance implanted by generations of
essentially rural, alienated Albertans. The source of this deeply-felt
sense of dissatisfaction lies in the long periods when the marginality of
the provincial economy produced marked economic fluctuations, a
sense of helplessness, and a consequent critique of Canada's
economic/political systems. Each of the papers (by P.R. Sinclair, M.
Johnson, D.K. Elton, K.H. Norrie, R. Biggins, and R.R. Gilsdorf)
examines aspects of political alienation and protest in Alberta. Most of
them, directly or indirectly, adapt the analysis of Social Credit in
Alberta made by C.B. Macpherson in the 1950s. Thus, emphasis is
placed on class, in some instances conceptualized rather loosely. In
addition, considerable attention is paid to populism as defined cur
rently by political scientists. All, except the article by K.H. Norrie, are
sympathetic to the standard grievances of western alienation-railway
rates, settlement policy, and marketing policy. In controversial con
trast, Norrie suggests, as he has done elsewhere, that the actual griev
ances have been exaggerated and that Alberta's problems stem mostly
from the inevitable impact of geography and a traditional market
economy.

Class, status and power are the subjects of the third section. D.M.
Poetschke and R.E. McKown examine class identification among
Albertans and stress how rural de-emphasis on class differences fades
as more Albertans become urbanized. R.E. McKown and H.A. Leeson
in a particularly technical paper examine candidate recruitment in
Alberta between 1968 and 1975. Grace Skogstad, in one of the most
valuable articles in the book, discusses the history, especially the recent
history, of provincial farm organizations and agrarian movements.
J.L. Sweeney and R.E. Schneck analyse the attitudes of middle-class
business managers in Alberta, and find them moderate and practical,
comfortable in a society that can still offer upward mobility and a
comparatively strong welfare system. Similarly, J.K. Masson and P.
Blaikie find a growing tendency toward complacency and conserva
tism among organized workers, especially when one reflects on the
early militancy and radicalism of Alberta trades unionism. In all of the
papers in this section there is little commonality, except for the indica
tions that the main streams of Albertan urban society are rather
comfortable and secure, pragmatic and conservative. The result is that
a reader has only glimpses of class, status and power, in the contem
porary period.

The final section offers a series of weakly related articles on party
support. J.P. Johnston explores demographic change between 1955
and 1975 and indicates just how extensive that change has been,
especially noting the impact of the post-war baby boom. T.E.
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Flanagan, in a stimulating paper, analyses ethnic voting patterns and
shows the relative reluctance of Ukrainian and French Albertans to be
swept along in the various provincial adventures in populist govern
ment. C. Caldarola and G.S. Paul investigate the rather limited topic
of federal and provincial voting in Edmonton during the late 1960sand
1970s. They stress the role of ethnicity and religion within an essen
tially pragmatic and conservative political environment. Finally, J.K.
Masson explores the little-examined world of municipal politics and
offers explanations for a continuing nonpartisan tradition within the
province's municipal government system.

In summation, this book contains a series of articles which make
interesting contributions to our knowledge of Albertan politics and
political culture. C.B. Macpherson's views are amended somewhat in
the light of new and different kinds of analysis, though he is hardly
dethroned as the pre-eminent student of Alberta during its Social
Credit phase. Indeed, the spirit, if not the letter of his analysis, seems to
be very much alive. A series of insights into modern Albertan conserva
tism is provided, insights which will help provide a clearer picture of
the province as recent economic changes are more fully understood. A
variety of methodologies are presented as the book interestingly con
tains works by political scientists, sociologists, economists, and his
torians. In some instances these different methodologies and their
resultant jargon will numb the enthusiasm of the reader, but the results
over-all are impressive. In short, these articles, plus three very helpful
statistical appendices, help significantly in deepening our understand
ing of Alberta political life.

Ian MacPherson
History Department
University of Victoria

Woodrow: A Biography ofW.S. Lloyd by Dianne Lloyd. Regina: The
Woodrow LI~yd Memorial Fund, 1979. 150 pp.

It is now a decade since Woodrow Lloyd's controversial resigna
tion as leader of the New Democratic Party in Saskatchewan and eight
years since his untimely death. It is time for an assessment of a man
whose political career was so significantly intertwined with the CCF
Government during the years 1944to 1964and whose leadership of the
party in opposition from 1964to 1970 so clearly reflected the rapid and
difficult transition of the NDP into the party which has formed the
Saskatchewan government since 1971.

This biography by Dianne Lloyd is less a critical analysis of an
important and powerful political figure and morea warm, affectionate
and legitimately biassed tribute by Mr. Lloyd's younger daughter.
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Understood in this way, it becomes a stimulating, informative and
occasionally nostalgic book, portraying in deeply (often intimately)
personal terms the story ofa man and his family interacting with one of
the most exciting political epochs of Saskatchewan's history.

The book is divided roughly into three parts: the coming of age,
1913-1944; the Ministry of Education, 1944-1960; and the Premier
ship, 1961-1964, and after. Much is made of the "log cabin to Presi
dent" theme in the early part of the book and the author places great
emphasis on the formative impact o·fboth the pioneer homestead and
the Depression on her father. Stories of Woodrow's lonely and often
desperate experiences as a rural teacher in the early 1930s are fasci
nating, almost unbelievable, but Lloyd's assumption that they formed
the core of her father's later political and educational philosophy and
practice simply reinforce a Saskatchewan myth which needs some
more careful analysis. The values of co-operation and social democ
racy were fundamental to Woodrow Lloyd's political and educational
thought, but it is too simple to ascribe merely environmental causation
as is done here.

ThisJpioneer existence] was the world into which Woodrow
Lloy was born. It was a world where every individual was a man
of consequence. Every person had something of value to contri
bute to the community and to the welfare ofhis fellow beings. This
philosophy permeated Woodrow's home and his community and
became the very cornerstone of his life-long belief in social democ
racy (p. 6).

The years as Minister of Education are described by Lloyd as "the
most fruitful and happiest period of [her father's] life" (p. 63). It seems
clear that despite the difficulties of the medicare crisis and the glories of
Premiership, it is as an influence on Saskatchewan's educational sys
tem that Woodrow Lloyd will be remembered. Here the book is
patchy, incomplete and occasionally inaccurate. We learn of the sig
nificance of the Larger School Unit, both as an early baptism of
political fire and as the basic change which Woodrow believed had to
come before other improvements could be made. We learn of the
creation of an effective and congenial civil service in the Department of
Education and of significant improvements in teacher welfare. We
learn also of his philosophy of education which was grounded in the
principles of teaching effective, participatory decision-making result
ing in progressive, dynamic and co-operative communities. But we
learn nothing of the transformation of school curriculum, school
structures and societal assumptions. about education necessary to
achieve such a "co-operative commonwealth." Perhaps this is because
such a transformation did not take place under Lloyd's leadership and
perhaps it is because the school system created by this "democratic
socialist" was in fact so little different from the post-World War II
school systems evolving in other provinces of capitalist Canada. The
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firing by Woodrow in 1945 of his first Director of the Adult Education
Division, Watson Thomson, is the incident which reveals most clearly
the reasons for this gap between Woodrow Lloyd's rhetoric and his
policy. It is unfortunately riddled with error and omission in this
biography and we are left once again with the untarnished image of
"the best Minister of Education in Canada."

The period from 1960 to 1970-from the heights of the Treasury
and the Premiership through medicare and the electoral defeats of
1964 and 1967 to the forced resignation of 1970-is dealt with com
passionately by Lloyd. She is candid in her recognition of the growing
gap between Woodrow's qualities as leader and the expectations of a
voting populace, a restless party and indeed the demands of rapidly
changing times. But she never seriously addresses the question of her
father's success or failure as a public figure or as a CCF pioneer.
Woodrow voted for the Waffle Manifesto in 1969 because he

wanted every issue at every party convention to be debated with
vitality and awareness. He did not want this human and demo
cratic machine which he'd given years to help build, to mummify
into a formal structure through which decisions filtered down
from a publicly acceptable leadership to a quiescent membership
(p. 168).

If the creation of a political party which was truly egalitarian and
participatory and through which the Saskatchewan community could
think and rethink the questions of how it would live its life and direct its
resources was a basic goal of Lloyd's (and I believe it was), he failed ...
because what we have now in Saskatchewan is an NDP machine as
technocratic, hierarchical, elitist and bureaucratic as any capitalist
corporation.

Dianne Lloyd does not address the reasons for this failure. And it
is not Woodrow's failure alone. It is the failure ofa whole generation of
Saskatchewan CCFers to take control of the history of their province
by wresting it away from the direction in which monopoly capitalism
was carrying the rest of the western world. They failed, and the reasons
for that failure need to be carefully researched and analyzed because
never SInce 1944, have "two roads" diverging in the wood (a favourite
image of Woodrow's) been so clear and headed in so totally opposite
directions as they are now. This is the time to learn from the mistakes of
the past.

In this biography of her father, Dianne Lloyd has perpetuated
myths-of Woodrow Lloyd, of the CCF and of a period of Saskatche
wan history. As long as we know we are reading myth, it is a pleasant
book. It is time, however, to begin seriously the process of uncovering
the reality.

Ormond McKague
Department of Educational Foundations
University of Saskatchewan
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Pioneer of Vision: The Reminiscences of T.A. Patrick, M.D., com
piled by C.l. Houston and C. Stuart Houston. Saskatoon: Western
Producer Prairie Books, 1980. 149 pp., $7.95, paper.

Thomas Alfred Patrick was one of those adventurous young men
from Ontario who in the late nineteenth century heeded the dictum:
"Go West, young man, and grow up with the country." A graduate of
the University of Western Ontario medical school, Patrick, aged 25,
arrived in Saltcoats, Assiniboia on April 29, 1889. He lived in Salt
coats until 1894 when he moved to Yorkton. There he made his home
and carved out a dual career as a medical doctor and a politician. Until
his death in 1943 he contributed to almost every phase of community
life. As a homesteader and farmer, he was active in the North West
Stock Growers' Association and the Saskatchewan Grain Growers'
Association. He aided in the development of schools, local government
institutions, the Yorkton newspaper, the Yorkton Board of Trade,
and, most particularly, Yorkton's Queen Victoria Cottage Hospital.
He served for several years on the Senate of the University of Sask
atchewan. Last but not least significant, he prompted throughout his
life the cause of conservation of wildlife and natural resources.

Towards the end of his long and productive career, Dr. Patrick
decided to write his memoirs. His aim was "to publish a book suitable
for a doctor's office and therefore readable both by doctors and
laymen." Owing to the conscientious efforts of Doctors C.l. Houston
and C. Stuart Houston, the manuscript has finally seen the light of day.
Readers of Pioneer of Vision will find that Patrick succeeded in
achieving his aim. His reminiscences provide interesting and enter
taining anecdotes about his frontier medical practice and his forays
into the political arena.

The compilers of the book state in the introduction that there exist
"two, three, or even four versions" of many of Patrick's stories, and
that they have selected in each case the "most polished or complete
version available." The Houstons have supplemented Patrick's remin
iscences with the fruits of their own research in order to place the
recollections in a broader historical context. In some instances
Patrick's statements have been checked against independent sources,
and factual inaccuracies have been noted.

Patrick describes in a compelling fashion the conditions of fron
tier medicine. While he practised at Saltcoats, his nearest colleague
lived fifty miles away in Russell, Manitoba. Country calls often meant
a trip of twenty miles or more. On one occasion in the spring of 1913,
Patrick received a telegram, "Come to 15-16-3 prepared to operate.
Hernia." Flood waters covered long stretches of road allowance,
bridges over the swollen Assiniboine were impassable, and the doctor
had to make use of nine teams of horses, one railway hand car, one
boat, three trains, and two buses to complete his mission. The round
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trip of about one hundred and thirty miles consumed four days and
two hours.

Patrick worked on the frontier in more ways than one. As a
medical student in the 1880s, he learned nothing of bacteriology or the
other "ologies" making rapid scientific advances. He observed only
three operations. Circumstances forced him to "learn while doing."
Armed with only theoretical knowledge, Patrick had to administer
chloroform, reduce a hernia, perform a mastectomy, and remove a
thyroid gland. Patrick admitted, "We had the canned knowledge and
opened the can." The book contains a ghastly account of a leg amputa
tion in 1904 at which Patrick assisted. The anaesthetist was a morphine
addict, and "Dr. S.," the surgeon in charge, was hopelessly drunk.
Patrick persuaded the surgeon to postpone the operation, but, even
then, Dr. S. blundered badly, failed to tie the femoral artery, and broke
off the tip of his Liston knife in the bone. The patient would surely have
died had not Patrick stepped in and completed the operation.

Patrick's stories provide some inkling of the state of the medical
profession at the turn of the century. He earned $902 during his first
year in the Northwest, and in January 1892 took in only twenty-nine
dollars, less than half of that in cash. He was, fortunately, a good shot,
and filled the larder with venison, prairie chickens, and other wild
game. His financial position subsequently improved, but after seven
years of practice he still owed the $700 he had borrowed to complete his
medical education. A perusal of the cases mentioned by Patrick sug
gests that in those days only people in dire emergency consulted the
doctor, while minor ailments were treated at home. This may not be a
valid conclusion, however, if Patrick chose to write only about his
most dramatic and alarming cases. This points to a shortcoming of the
book. We have no way of knowing how representative the cases
presented were.

One of the reasons Patrick entered politics was that he did not
have enough patients to be fully occupied as a doctor. He entered with
zest into the fight for responsible government for the North West
Territories. A supporter of the premier, Frederick Haultain, he won
election to the legislature from 1897 to 1904. He wished to see two
provinces created out of the North West, and, in fact, during the 1898
session proposed the present-day boundaries of Alberta and Sask
atchewan.The compilers choose to treat each legislative session in
chronological order which leads to some discontinuity in the discus
sion of themes. With- respect to the session of 1898, for example, a
paragraph dealing with the constitutional question is followed imme
diately by a paragraph beginning, "This Assembly prohibited duck
hunting in spring for the first time and gave snipe and sandpipers a
closed season similar to that for ducks."

C.l. Houston and C. Stuart Houston have, however, done a real
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service in rehabilitating the memory of Dr. T.A. Patrick, one of those
young men who heeded the advice to come West and then helped shape
the institutions of the new country.

J.M. Pitsula
Department of History
University of Regina

One Century Later: Western Canadian Reserve Indians Since Treaty
7, edited by Ian A~L. Getty and Donald B. Smith. Vancouver: Univer
sity of British Columbia Press, 1978, Pp. xvii, 153, illus., map.

This book is a collection of the papers given at the ninth annual
Western Canadian Studies Conference held in Calgary in 1977. The
conference was called to examine one hundred years of Indian history
in Western Canada since the signing of Treaty Seven by the Blackfoot,
Blood, Peigan, Sarcee and Stoney Indians. The conference was inno
vative in that it drew together academics and laymen, Indians and
Europeans, to bring their varied expertise to bear on the single theme.
This interesting mix is reflected in the nature of the papers.

Most of the Indians indicate that they are prepared, in the words
of Chief John Snow, to commemorate, but not to celebrate, the signing
of Treaty Seven and the one hundred years that have followed. That
said, however, there is considerable diversity in the tone and content of
the statements that they make. Some, like Stan Cuthand in his paper
on "The Native Peoples of the Prairie Provinces in the 1920's and
1930's"-and Marie Smallface Marulewho discusses "The Canadian
Government's Termination Policy: From 1969 to the Present Day,"
are vigorous, even strident, in their criticism of government policies
and European treatment of Indians. Others see some positive signs and
emphasise the need for accommodation. Harold Cardinal gave the
banquet address at the conference and both his language and his views
are somewhat more moderate than those in his earlier writings. He
exhorts Indians to overcome their divisions and, in unison, to look for
solutions for the future rather than dwelling on the problems of the
past. That, of course, is easier said than done. Historic grievances
keenly, and not unreasonably, felt by Indians are not easily laid aside,
and historians, by definition, cannot forget the past. In a number of the
papers the historical profession was urged to make more use of Indian
oral tradition in their efforts to understand the past. Perhaps an object
lesson on the point is presented in this volume, for it seems to me that
Cardinal's speech loses much of its eloquence and force in the transla
tion into print. Cardinal also calls fora renewed emphasis to be placed
on the traditional knowledge and wisdom of native peoples, particu
larly as expressed and passed on by the elders. This point is echoed,
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although in a different way, by Joseph E. Couture in his paper on the
"Philosophy and Psychology of Native Education." But Couture's
work is less than convincing. It is replete with the sententious jargon of
the social scientist and contains generalisations about white culture of
a kind that would be rejected out of hand if a European scholar had
made them about Indians.

The more academic papers in this volume also present a variety of
subjects and a pproaches. Arthur Ray's essay on "Fur Trade History as
an Aspect of Native History" reflects the direction of much recent
research on the fur trade by emphasising the active role of the Indians.
Ray argues (correctly, I think), that the Indians played a crucial role in
the early contact period and responded to the fur trade in a dynamic
and innovative way. While the Indians certainly had less room to
manoeuvre with the coming of the settlement frontier, we should not
assume that white domination necessarily precluded creative Indian
responses. Hugh A. Dempsey describes some of the difficulties that
have faced the Indians during "One Hundred Years of Treaty Seven,"
and, in his paper, E. Palmer Patterson II uses the career of Andrew
Paull as an effective vehicle for elucidating the development of Indian
protest in British Columbia. It is interesting to note that the Indians of
British Columbia, most of whom did not sign treaties, seem to have
organised more effective forms of political protest earlier than the
prairie Indians. George F.G. Stanley's essay on the Sioux in Canada,
since itdeals with a subject that is somewhat peripheral and because it
tells us little that is new, could have been cut down by the editors. It
does not deserve to be twice as long as any other paper.

Along with those papers written by Indians that suggestthe need
for accommodation with white society, the work of two social scien
tists provides some evidence that there exists a reciprocal desire on the
part of those of European background on the prairies. While not
denying the potential for further conflict, Roger Gibbins and J. Rick
Ponting reveal through an analysis of opinion surveys that the non
Indian public is perhaps "receptive to Indians working out new accom
modations with Canadian society" (page 99). This volume suggests,
then, that one century later there is a mutual desire for accommoda
tion between Indians and Europeans, but that the methods have yet to
be discovered. Gibbons and Ponting's research also indicates that there
is little relationship between the level of personal-contact with Indians
and the perceptions that prairie Canadians have of them. This finding
surprises the authors and they attempt to explain it in various ways.
Perhaps, however, the problem lies in their initial assumption that the
degree of contact will affect attitudes towards other groups. Historians
of race relations have long understood that perceptions of other cul
tures often remain unmodified in the face of contradictory evidence
provided by personal experience. This negative factor could continue
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to mitigate the positive desire for accommodation between Indian and
European.

It is never easy to reveiw a collection of essays in which the subject,
style and quality of each contribution are so different. It is not possible
to do justice to the individual papers, and it is difficult to express a
succinct judgement on the volume as a whole. One Century Later is a
particularly diverse volume, but therein lies its value. Many perspec
tives are brought to bear and, while nothing is dealt with exhaustively,
many aspects of the past and present role of the Indians in Western
Canada are touched upon. One can only hope, with the editors, that
this volume will stimulate much-needed and more definitive new work
in the area.

Robin Fisher
Department of History
Simon Fraser University

Crossing Frontiers: Papers in American and Canadian Literature,
edited by Dick Harrison. Edmonton, Alberta: University of Alberta
Press, 1979. 174 pp., $10.00.

"I take SPACE to be the central fact to man born in America,"
Charles Olson wrote in his major poem, Call Me Ishmael. "I spell it
large," he continues, "because it comes large here." But nowhere does it
come larger than the central "Plains, half sea half land, a high sun as
metal and obdurate as the iron horizon, and [where] a man's job is to
square the circle." So it is an impossibly large task that explorers,
settlers, historians, novelists and poets, and movie and television pro
ducers too, have variously attempted to accomplish. They would all, in
their different fashion, chart and plot the one True West, which is
thereby divided up into many different, smaller Wests. That process of
division has also given us different frontiers, two of which particularly
"define" the West. There is the wavering and never precisely located
north-south line that ostensibly divides, at any given time, thevcivi
lized" East from the "wild" West. There is the permanent, very clear,
and fixed east-west line, the 49th parallel, that divides the Canadian
West .from the American one.

"Crossing Frontiers" apparently began with Dick Harrison's as
tute surmise that these lines (and others also) might themselves require
further exploration and re-definition. To that end he organized the
1978 Banff "Crossing Frontiers" Conference, and out of that con
ference has come a volume "designed to be an autonomous book with
its own coherence and completeness for readers who did not attend the
conference, a book which may be a useful starting point for the
comparative study of Canadian and American Western literature."
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But Crossing Frontiers clearly exceeds the modest claims that
Harrison, makes in the first sentences of his "Introduction." The pub
lished proceedings of conferences are usually no more than a diverse
collection of essays. The different essays in this volume comprise a
unified work that should be read by any student of Western literature
or Western history.iby anyone interested in the Canadian or the
American West. '

The book itself consists of the six major papersgiven at the
conference along with critical evaluations of five of these essays (one
scheduled respondent was unable to attend the conference because of
illness). The first three papers, by Don D, Walker, Howard R. Lamar,
and Lewis G. Thomas, are essentially historical in focus. The second
three, by Robert Kroetsch, Leslie Fiedler, and Eli Mandel, discuss the
controlling myths of Western literature. Four brief concluding "Sum
ming Up" assessments then survey the import of the major papers, the
responses, and the general discussion that took place at the conference.
So the book comes complete with built-in reviews, one by Richard
Etulain, one by Henry Kreisel, one by Rosemary Sullivan, and one by
Max Westbrook.

Running through these reviews, and through the whole volume,
are several clear themes. Most obvious is a frequent acknowledgment
of the validity of Harrison's original surmise. As Max Westbrook
observes in the last "Summing Up," the conference "was in many ways
a beginning, an academic and literary exploration mapping out [meta
phors of mapping abound in the volume] the territory up ahead."
Ironically enough, that new "beginning" requires a rejection-or at
least the severe qualification-of the old Turnerian thesis that the
American West represented a new beginning for Western man, one
that made possible America an,d American man. As Howard Lamar
argues in a most persuasive essay, "The Unsettling of the American
West: The Mobility of Defeat," the record of who went west, and why,
and to what end, hardly corresponds to the standard American stereo
type of the heroic pioneer seeking freedom and a new life in a new land.
In much the same vein, Lewis G. Thomas also demonstrates the
disparities "between a widely accepted view of the nature of prairie
society and the realities of western Canadian social structures."

These two essays both suggest that we have hitherto made too
much of the line supposedly dividing the East from the West. Other
essays suggest that we, have previously made too little of the line
dividing Canada from the United States. As Rosemary Sullivan notes,
the American scholars at the conference posited similarities between
the two Wests whereas the Canadian scholars were more concerned
with differences. To which I must add that the Canadian scholars are
also clearly more convincing in advancing their views. Thus Robert
Kroetsch and Eli Mandel give us two of the best essays in the book.
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These western Canadian authors and critics obviously know both the
Canadian literature and the American literature whereof they write. In
contrast, Leslie Fiedler-in "Canada and the Inventjon of the Western,"
acknowledges that he isrrelatively ignorant" about Canadian fiction.
His essay unfortunately supports that admission. Despitethe title, it is
simply a reworking of what are by now standard Fiedlerian ideas and
touches on Canadian literature only with a gratuitous aside condemn
ing Canadiancritics for not properly appreciating the poetry of Robert
Service. (Fiedler's higher appreciation is demonstrated by the fact that,
"drunk enough," he can "recite most of 'The Face on the Bar Room
Floor.''') Indeed, nothing more effectively demonstrates the fact of
differences between the Canadian mythic West and the American one
than Fiedler's forced attempt to insist that there are none.

Perhaps the nature of those differences is best shown in Mandel's
essay, "The Border League: American 'West' and Canadian 'Region.'"
Taking as his starting point the Olson poem from which I earlier
quoted, Mandel constructs "a poetics" of the West that distinguishes
the American response to space from the Canadian one. It is a most
rewarding essay and, like Harrison's book on the same general subject,
Unnamed Country: The Struggle for a Canadian Prairie Fiction, it is a
work that must be read by anyone seriously interested in prairie
literature. As we are only now beginning to recognize, the existence of
the 49th parallel is a literary fact as well as a political one, and
consequently any comprehensive understanding of the different
Wests-the historical West, the literary West, the mythic West-must
be grounded in comparative studies. In this respect, Crossing Frontiers
is an important book. To end by inverting one of Olson's metaphors: if
too much previous Western scholarship has been further exercised in
squaring the circle, then Crossing Frontiers, as Harrison surely in
tended, has circled that squaring. When SPACE is the central fact, the
larger view is essential.

Arnold E. Davidson
Visiting Professor of Canadian Literature
Kobe College
Japan

The Crow Journals, by Robert Kroetsch. Edmonton: NeWest Press,
1980. 96 pp., $6.95, paper, $12.95, hard cover. .

'.. .--..>.

Of the many comparisons that sprang tomind W'hile I was reading
Robert Kroetsch's The Crow Journals, that of Kroetsch and Malcolm
Lowry was the sharpest, not simply because Lowry is one of many
writers mentioned by Kroetsch but for quiteother, almost tempera
mental, reasons. At the beginning of his protagonist's journey in
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October Ferry to Gabriola, Lowry notes his central ordeal with a
mixture of joy and terror-"beginning: beginning again: beginning yet
again"-and for Kroetsch, as for Lowry, the challenge of writing and
living lies in this necessity of "beginning yet again." The Crow Jour
nals, a type of record of the years from 1973 to 1978when Kroetsch was
working on his most recent novel, What the Crow Said (1978), coheres
as much through the almost urgent senseof repeated beginnings as it
does through the style or voice of its author.

Kroetsch, author of six novels and four volumes of poetry, teach
er, scholar and editor, is one of Canada's best writers, and The Crow
Journals, in its own unique way, testifies to his presence as a man and
his skill as a writer. The Journals offers a collection of dated journal or
diary entries-cum-notes which, as Douglas Barbour explains in his
Introduction, are not regular daily entries so much as haphazard notes
written when Kroetsch "felt the need to say something about events
and situations in his life." If, as Barbour says, this Journal does not
much resemble the journals of the Goncourts, of Virginia Woolf or
W.H. Auden, what does it do and why should we read it?

Let's consider the first question: The Crow Journals does many
things, but it does not supply what its title might imply-a detailed,
exhaustive or continuous account of the genesis of What the Crow
Said. Instead, these collected, and highly selected, journal entries
provide a glimpse of the many influences upon and experiences of the
man who was writing that novel: Kroetsch as teacher in Binghamton,
Winnipeg, Calgary, Lethbridge and the Saskatchewan School of the
Arts; Kroetsch as editor, as friend and as enthusiastic admirer of the
work of fellow artists, especially those from the prairies and the west
coast; Kroetsch as son, brother, father and lover, ending, beginning,
and renewing important personal relationships; and constantly,
Kroetsch as writer. Indeed, in a journal which is as much about
others-poets, novelists, friends, family-as about the writer himself,
there is an over-riding sense of writing as living. Kroetsch, again like
Lowry, fits Ortega y Gasset's definition of man as novelist contin
uously writing himself. All the reading, teaching, loving, travelling and
talking constitute the process of living which exists in a vital dialectic
with the writing.

In the course of these journal entries, Kroetsch does make specific
comments about the state of narrative art today. For example, in his
reflections upon post-modernism he points to the importance of Barth
and Hawkes, and especially to Gabriel Marquez whose fiction influ
enced What the Crow Said. On May 30, 1974, while still at work on
Badlands, he notes:

The new novel to torment me: The hero, Liebhaber. That stub
born naming. The lover. The amateur.... Marqueztranslated,
lets me get at the story, the characters, the paragraphs, the place of
time, the stretching time of place ....
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And in the fall of 1974, still brooding upon the possibilities of the post
modern novel and upon the shape of his new novel, he writes:

Last night, read again William Gass's In the Heart ofthe Heart of
the Country. He calls us to the forgotten compulsion: the need not
only to write, but to write absolutely.... His ability to make story
out of small town civilization; his ability to make poetry out of the
language of that civilization.

In putting these separate notes together, one catches a glimpse of
Kroetsch, fully aware of post-modernism, but reaching out for a
synthesis -of those conventions with the language of a-particular and
real place, a synthesis that will lead to What the Crow Said. Scattered
here and there as well, are notes on his discovery of details for the
novel, or even of the title. The novel was originally called, "The War
Against the Sky," until Kroetsch began to talk to Vancouver Island
crows and suddenly heard himself saying the right title: What the Crow
Said.

But as interesting as these artistic theories, anecdotes and remi
niscences may be, they are not what the Journals is finallyabout; they
are not its purpose or chief business. And they are not finally the chief
reason for reading the book. Kroetsch's work is informed by his
pervasive sense of what Johnny Backstrom, in The Words of my
Roaring, called "all the old dualities," and of these dualities one set has
been of constant importance to him-that of the necessary split and
opposition between the real and the imaginary, the factual and fantas
tic, the creator and his creation. Kroetsch has always been fascinat.ed
by the relationship between notes (research notes, field notes),. facts,
actualities of time and place and fiction, fantasy, myth. In novels such
as The Studhorse Man (1969), Gone Indian (1973) and Badlands
(1975), and in a poem such as Seed Catalogue (1977), Kroetsch balan
ces and juxtaposes these opposing worlds, weaving them together to
form new, striking perspectives upon the very act of creation and the
nature of the self. Indeed, a struggle for dominance, perhaps survival,
takes place between the creator and his creation, and in his work, prior
to What the Crow Said, Kroetsch encompassed that struggle by plac
ing an authorial alter-ego-a biographer, poet, or story-teller-within
the fiction itself.

The primary interest of The Crow Journals for me, therefore, is
not what it says about What the Crow Said, but what it reveals about
that old duality of creator and creation. Kroetsch touches upon the
danger inherent in his relationship with his novel in the Journals when
he remarks:

I began to understand that when I begin a novel I am the creator, I
control, select, invent. At some point the created world assumes
control of the creator. It uses the writer to get itself created,
completed. Thus, currently, my loss of identity. I am the merest
vehicle, the tool, of my novel's ambition.
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Regina's development. And at this more pedestrian, but nonetheless
fundamentally important level, the volume is quite successful.

Regina contains four historical articles. Historian J. W. Brennan
provides an excellent overview of Regina's history, beginning with the
founding of the community in the early 1880s through to the post-1945
period. Geographer E.H. Dale, in the most fascinating article in the
volume, provides a history of the Wascana Centre beginning with its
origins as a site for the Saskatchewan government buildings in 1905
through to its winning of several prestigious planning awards in the
1970s. The article also includes an assessment of the success of the
Centre based on a.survey of Regina residents. In two articles, planner
J.L. Moser covers the development of planning from 1903 to the
present, noting that "little of a truly innovative nature has occurred in
the growth of Regina" (p. 232).

The remaining four articles deal with diverse topics. Planner L.D.
Tangjerd evaluates the performance of "The Regina Telebus System";
biologist D.R. Cullimore examines "Water Problems of a Growing
City in a Semi-Arid Area"; and geographerC, Caviedes 'outlines "The
Functional Structure of Regina," noting that "despite the development
of competing secondary urban communities, the city has strengthened
its role as an administrative and service centre for its hinterland-a
characteristic it has in common with other prairie cities" (p. 89).
Finally, ill a "geographically-based perception study" of residential
desirability in Canada, L. Roset studies the responses of 100 Regina
students, concluding that they have a dislike of the north and an anti
East bias. The author then suggests how these views can be put to
beneficial use in various aspects of planning and information dispersal.

While there is considerable variety in the scope and quality of
these articles, all (except for the Roset article which belongs elsewhere)
make a useful contribution to western Canadian urban studies. And,
given the pa ucity of scholarly publications on Regina, the editor of the
volume and the series are to be congratulated for their efforts. It is to be
hoped that this volume will convince others that the opportunities for
research on Regina ~re plentiful..

Finally, something must be said about the production quality of
the volume. Like other volumes in the series, Regina is a most hand
some and well-produced book. It is printed on high-quality paper,
contains more than sixty excellent maps and illustrations, and has
very few typographical errors. And at a price of$4.00 it is a virtual steal
in this age of high-priced volumes.

Alan F.J. Artibise
Department of History
University of Victoria
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Agents for Change: Credit Unions in Saskatchewan, by Christine
Purden. Regina: Credit Union Centre, 1980. 293 pp., illustrations,
photographs, $7.95, paper, $11.95, hard cover.

The history of major Canadian co-operatives illustrates how they
have been steadily becoming more and more like their adversaries
"private" corporations and financial institutions-and less and less
like the dynamic social movements that spawned them. Instead of
pursuing the initial goal of being "agents for change," these large co
operatives have, in fact, emphasized financial and corporate stability,
bureaucratic organization, and the minimization of "uncertainties" in
their environment in a manner similar to those adopted by other large
capitalist organizations. The terms "co-operative enterprise" (used by
the author) or perhaps "co-operative capitalism" are suitable titles for
this thrust. For those who are weary of this continual transition of
grass roots co-operatives into major capitalist organizations, a book
that chronicles how the Saskatchewan credit union movement has
followed a similar path makes for tiresome and, perhaps, frustrating
reading. However, for those who study stability and change in Cana
dian society, Christine Purden's book should not be overlooked.

Purden attempts to provide a record of credit union development
in Saskatchewan rather than a rigorous analytical study. Nevertheless,
of the two books commissioned by the Saskatchewan Co-operative
Credit Society (Credit Union Central) concerning the history of Sask
atchewan credit unions, this work is intended to be the more analytical.
Agents for Change is organized into three parts, each dealing with a
period of credit union history. In Part One, the period from 1840 to
1941, we are treated to a brief history of the early roots of world credit
unionism (found in Germany in the Schulze-Delitzsch "people's
banks," based upon urban small businessmen and craftsmen, and in
the Raiffeison co-operatives, which were more informal credit unions
that served rural farmers) and some of the more important variants
(the Desjardins caisse populaire, American credit unions and the
Antigonish movement in Nova Scotia). By the time credit unions
began to develop in Saskatchewan (in the late 1930s)there were several
good examples from which to choose. Economic conditions in Sask
atchewan-particularly the lack of bank credit suitable for farmers'
needs-encouraged credit union development. Provincial credit union
legislation was passed in 1937. Part Two describes the period 1942 to
1969: the initial growth of credit unions; the development of the
"centrals," namely, the Credit Union League (to deal with education
and organization), the Co-operative Credit Society (a provincial credit
union for member co-ops and credit unions) and Co-op Trust (a
national trust company dealing in estates and mortgages); and the
resulting contradictions as the provincial economy suffered recession
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and concentration of capital and population. Part Three describes the
reorganized format of Credit Union Central (the union of the old
League and Society without Co-op Trust) and some of the activities of
Central. The Appendices are a welcome addition to the text, providing
data on credit union growth, as well as a list of the key elected and
appointed officials and biographical material for nine of the important
members of the leadership group.

The main theme of the book is that Saskatchewan credit unions
have achieved an "astonishing" transformation in their short history,
involving rapid growth and increased credibility and reputation
among their members, the financial community and government. In
part, external factors such as the social and economic environment,
competing financial institutions, and the attitudes of governments, are
said to have caused this transformation through "necessity and oppor
tunity." But leadership, it is argued, has also been a crucial factor.
"Furthermore, it is the leadership group that has kept credit unions
true to their original values and purposes" by helping the organizations
to maintain" ... a balance between their objectives as financial institu
tions and their humanitarian goals" (p. 251).

From an analytical point of view this theme, and much of what
passes for analysis, will be found superficial by critical social scientists
and local co-operators alike. Purden's effort to link the impetus for the
birth of credit unions, and the fluctuations in their growth, with socio
economic conditions in Saskatchewan relies heavily upon the works of
Lipset, Fowke, Britnell, the Stanford Research Institute, and Brom
berger. Contradictions between these works have not been adequately
addressed by Purden in her analysis; as a result, in each of the three
sections the explanations often appear to be eclectic and unconvincing.
While Canadian westward expansion was undertaken to buttress a
sagging economy heavily concentrated in "central Canada," this does
not mean, contrary to Chapter 2, that the "offending" firms were
largely "eastern." Indeed, most of the grain companies were located in
the West and acted as "western" companies. Class structures com
patible with this relationship of regional underdevelopment arose
within each region. Given this fact, credit unions, as.the author points
out, were set up to serve one class-farmers. But who then were the
allies and enemies of credit unions and why? Scarcely had a farming
class been established on the prairies before the logic of farm produc
tion within the Canadian and world economies (including private
ownership of land and other capital and the cost-price squeeze), began
to reduce the number of its active members and to concentrate farm
resources. Although it was not seriously recognized until the 1950s,
this process of rural decline began at the height of the Great Depres
sion, a fact which is overlooked in the analyses of economic factors
presented in Parts Two and Three. Government efforts to "stabilize"
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the farm sector and diversify the economy after World War II were not
particularly effective; indeed, the few programmes that might have had
an effect were aborted in the frenzy ofanti-communist politics that was
characteristic of the period. Nor did credit unions help to avert this
decline. In fact, the financial success of credit unions since World War
II can be partly found in their unique accommodation to the demise of
the farming class with its increasing disparity of individual income and
demand for credit.

There are also a number of minor errors which scarcely detract
from the book's overall value. For example, Saskatchewan potash is
used primarily as a fertilizer, not as an industrial fuel (p. 127). The
impression that Saskatchewan agricultural production has increased
dramatically (Figure 1, p. 95) is misleading since the years after 1958
have been omitted from the analysis. Outward migration from Sask
atchewan did not stop after 1946 (p. 97); in fact, Saskatchewan had a
net loss to Ontario alone of 23,000 people between 1951 and 1961.
Table 6 does not show that credit union growth in loans was at the
expense of banks (p. 105) but, rather, at the expense of"other" sources
of loans (trust companies, mortgage companies, government savings
bonds, etc.). Table 7 does not show that Co-op Trust was very success
ful at raiding Co-op Credit Society of local credit union investment,
even though Society officials were concerned about this result. (p. Ill).
Rather, Co-op Trust appears to have made its greatest gains against
local credit union investments in government bonds. The discussion of
the role of tariffs (p. 32) is too simple. Tariffs probably did not keep
American investment out of Canada (in fact they may have encouraged
it), but they were essential to a National Policy designed to accumulate
capital through investment in Canada. More serious, perhaps, is the
omission of a discussion of how credit unions, and particularly Cen
tral, have dealt with their own employees including the efforts under
taken to prevent the formation of unions and to remove legislation
protecting workers' rights. As well, the book tells us very little about
how the centrals themselves operate, apart from their dealings with
locals and governments. The secrets of higher credit union finance are
not revealed.

A major strength of Agents for Change is its recurring effort to
deal with the question of grass roots control or "democracy" within a
tiered system of co-operative bureaucracy. This matter was openly
debated within Saskatchewan credit unions during the late 1960s and
early 1970s, and culminated in the merger of the Credit Union League
into the Co-operative Credit Society-under the logo "Credit Union
Central." Since the members of Central are not individuals but local
credit unions and co-operatives, should or can the organization be
controlled by the grass roots? Purden's work suggests a number of
important questions including the following:
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1. The development of co-operatives was a central policy of
provincial governments in Saskatchewan during the settlement period.
Furthermore, there has been a separate Department of Co-operatives
since World War II. Not surprisingly, the government was very active
in nurturing the concept of credit unionism among co-op leaders, in
organizing the first credit unions as well as the centrals, and in forming
legislation to give these organizations their mandate and to regulate
their operations. Why were provincial governments so interested in co
ops and credit unions? Were they both serving the same class interests?
Perhaps governments saw the co-operative movement as a threat, and
sought to control it? The importance of government support is high
lighted by Purden's description of the difficulties that the Centrals
experienced with the Thatcher government of the 1960s.

2. A managerial or leadership "class" has emerged within the co
operative movement. Each sector (the Pool, Credit Union, Consumer
co-ops/ Federated, etc.) has its own identifiable leaders, although there
is heavy (but decreasing, Purden hints) overlap of managers between
sectors and with the CCF/NDP. As well, Saskatchewan's credit union
managers have been very active in the national and international co
operative field. While only a few can occupy the top positions at one
time, the development of a managerial/ leadership class goes beyond
this simple artifact of organization. This process includes the heavy
role of government officials; the continuing struggle with the banks,
which ultimately required the centralization of credit union resources
and in the process spawned a cadre of leaders and a chain of command;
the role of the Co-op Credit Society in providing loans to co-ops and
local credit unions; the "educational" work of the centrals (especially
the League) which brought credit union managers together for training
in credit union procedures and policy (which the centrals had a major
hand in formulating) and the positions of the centrals on various issues
(such as the liquidity crisis of the 1960s);and the unsuccessful efforts to
implement a "democratic control structure" in order to legitimate
Central among the grass roots. In fact, by the 1970s the credit union
base-the farming class-was in such-political and economic disarray
that it appeared scarcely interested in controlling its co-operatives. By
now, the economy of Saskatchewan had changed sufficiently that the
new form of centralized credit union had to depend on a managerial
class for direction and adaptation. What are the characteristics of this
managerial class? How is it recruited and regenerated? What is its
ideology and its internal contradictions? Purden gives us some enlight
ening descriptions, particularly of rifts between segments of the class.

3. As state capitalism advances in Saskatchewan, what will be the
role of the credit unions? If local control is no longer an important issue
within the movement, will Central be able to adapt the structure to
become a major banking institution with favoured status among gov-
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organizing the first credit unions as well as the centrals, and in forming
legislation to give these organizations their mandate and to regulate
their operations. Why were provincial governments so interested in co
ops and credit unions? Were they both serving the same class interests?
Perhaps governments saw the co-operative movement as a threat, and
sought to control it? The importance of government support is high
lighted by Purden's description of the difficulties that the Centrals
experienced with the Thatcher government of the 1960s.

2. A managerial or leadership "class" has emerged within the co
operative movement. Each sector (the Pool, Credit Union, Consumer
co-ops/ Federated, etc.) has its own identifiable leaders, although there
is heavy (but decreasing, Purden hints) overlap of managers between
sectors and with the CCF/NDP. As well, Saskatchewan's credit union
managers have been very active in the national and international co
operative field. While only a few can occupy the top positions at one
time, the development of a managerial/ leadership class goes beyond
this simple artifact of organization. This process includes the heavy
role of government officials; the continuing struggle with the banks,
which ultimately required the' centralization of credit union resources
and in the process spawned a cadre of leaders and a chain of command;
the role of the Co-op Credit Society in providing loans to co-ops and
local credit unions; the "educational" work of the centrals (especially
the League) which brought credit union managers together for training
in credit union procedures and policy (which the centrals had a major
hand in formulating) and the positions of the centrals on various issues
(such as the liquidity crisis of the 1960s); and the unsuccessful efforts to
implement a "democratic control structure" in order to legitimate
Central among the grass roots. In fact, by the 1970s the credit union
base-the farming class-was in suchpolitical and economic disarray
that it appeared scarcely interested in controlling its co-operatives. By
now, the economy of Saskatchewan had changed sufficiently that the
new form of centralized credit union had to depend on a managerial
class for direction and adaptation. What are the characteristics of this
managerial class? How is it recruited and regenerated? What is its
ideology and its internal contradictions? Purden gives us some enlight
ening descriptions, particularly of rifts between segments of the class.

3. As state capitalism advances in Saskatchewan, what will be the
role of the credit unions? Iflocal control is no longer an important issue
within the movement, will Central be able to adapt the structure to
become a major banking institution with favoured status among gov-
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ernment ventures and Crown corporations? While Central and com
panion second and third tier Canadian and global organizations
appear to be moving in this direction, any effort to pose a challenge to
international capital without a solid class base of support would seem
unlikely to succeed.

For some, Agents for Change will be a tedious book. Too often
the perspective of central leaders emerges in ad hoc rationalization and
weak analysis. Yet the book contains important data, even concerning
questions that it does not pose, and also raises important questions
itself. It cannot be ignored by the serious student of the co-operative
movement in Saskatchewan.

Bob Stirling
Department of Sociology and Social Studies
University of Regina

Parkland Portraits: Some Natural History of the"Prairie Parklands, by
Doug Gilroy. Saskatoon: Western Producer Prairie Books, 1979. 127
pp., $14.95, paper, $24.95, hard cover.

Doug Gilroy's Parkland Portraits, with its 152 colour photo
graphs, illustrates the diversity and beauty of nature in the prairie
parklands. The author needs no introduction to prairie people for,
since early 1954, he has written a nature column for The Western
Producer, the weekly farm paper printed by the publisher of this book.
Each of the 1066 columns he wrote for The Western Producer series
was accompanied by at least one photograph. In addition, Gilroy has

---pubttweau7tn A tbum oj Prairie Birds in 1967 and Prairie Birds in Color
in 1976. Now, in Parkland Portraits, Doug Gilroy again shares his
knowledge of nature and his unique camera ability.

Doug Gilroy is a true naturalist. From his earliest days on the
dairy farm along Boggy Creek, northwest of Regina, his interest in and
knowledge of nature have been all-encompassing. Reflecting this wide
interest, his book, .Parkland Portraits, is divided into seven chapters as
follows: trees and shrubs, 25 portraits; wildflowers, 29; fungi and
lichens, 12; insects, 21; reptiles and amphibians, 6; birds, 30; and,
finally, mammals with 29 portraits. With each portrait there is an
interesting and informal text designed to inform and to create greater
appreciation of nature in the general reader. The book does not profess
to be academic; it is not intended as a definitive study, but it does
contain accurate information and presents the scientific name of each
subject illustrated.

The colour pictures in this book are truly portraits for they show
the character and the beauty of the organisms illustrated. But, in
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addition, each is something more, for the portraits were taken in
natural settings and much environmental detail is revealed. The photo
graph of Indian Pipe (page 34) is an exception because, though details
of stem, flower, and of the forest floor are clearly depicted, much of the
natural beauty of the plant has been lost by the artificial arrangement.
Perhaps one could criticize other photographs because the.scale is not
indicated and in one instance (Prairie Rose, page 9) the.photograph
has obviously been printed upside down. These, however,' are minor
criticisms, for the majority of the pictures are both informative and
artistic.

Altogether the book is an excellent introduction to nature in the
prairie parklands. It shows a good number of the organisms which
make up our natural world, and includes not only many different
species but also some of the genetic variation which occurs within
species. For instance, the Early Blue Beard-tongue (page 37) is pre
sented in its natural color and habitat while the rare red-flowered form
is enlarged by way of emphasis.

The book measures 21 by 22.5 ern. (8~ by 8% inches) and is
printed on good white paper. Some clarity seems to have been lost in
the reproduction of a number of the bird and mammal photographs
but on the whole the photographs have excellent definition and depth
of focus.

The author and the publishers are to be congratulated on the
production of this, their latest natural history book. .

G.F. Ledingham
Curator of the Herbarium
University of Regina
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