
A video presentation about the
reintroduction of native grasses, flowers and
trees on reclaimed land beside Lumsden High
School. Collecting data about the numbers of
vehicles idling outside Winston Knoll
Collegiate. Improving the landscape around
the entrances to Usher Collegiate and
Cochrane High School. Examining ways to
reduce water consumption at Luther College
High School.

What do these things have in common?
Each was a project reported on by students
from Regina and area at the RSM Youth
Forum on Sustainability last week at the Royal
Saskatchewan Museum (RSM). 

The forum encourages students to plan and
implement their own projects addressing local
issues of social, environmental and economic
sustainability, with support and advice from the
teachers and various experts. The forum model
was developed in Ontario through a national,
non-profit organization called Learning for a
Sustainable Future (LSF). Forums have sprung
up across the country, with LSF teaming up
with a local partner. In Saskatchewan, the RSM
has adopted the program. This marks the first
time the program has been conducted in a
museum with permanent exhibits that address
sustainability issues. The forum also has a host
of partners, including Saskatchewan Learning,

the City of Regina, SaskEnergy, the
Saskatchewan Science Centre and the Faculty
of Education at the University of Regina.

Last winter 18 action teams, each
comprised of about five students and two
teachers from Regina and area schools
participated in skill-building workshops at the
RSM. More than 40 community partners lent
their expertise to topics such as how to plan an
action project, natural habitat restoration,
climate change and the social and ecological
impacts of the foods we eat. Students then fine-
tuned their action plans and implemented
their sustainability projects during the
remainder of the school year. 

On October 27, the action teams reported
on their projects. Meanwhile, a second round
of action teams have begun the skill-building
and planning process. Besides Regina schools,
the second round includes schools as far away
as Craik, Imperial, Peepeekisis First Nation and
Avonlea. 

“There is no fixed formula for the action
projects,” says MJ Barrett, who is one of the U
of R’s representatives on the research team
following the forum program. (The others are
Ali Sammel, Kathy Nolan, Glenn Sutter and
Paul Hart.) Barrett, who is completing her
doctorate in environmental and outdoor
education at the U of R, explains that the

forum process gives student latitude to try
many different things.

“We give the action teams a general
framework, but the projects are going to be
different every time. Teaching this way is very
demanding, but also very energizing,” Barrett
adds. “If students take ownership of their
projects you can just watch them fly.”

The truth of this statement is evident from
the early expressions of interest from the
students in the forum’s second round. Project
ideas range from composting and recycling to
energy audits and preparing an entertaining
and informative environmental booklet for
younger students. 

Barrett says the forum fills a need because
while educators have taught sustainability,
students often have not had opportunities or
the support that would enable them to take
action. The forum gives them those
opportunities and the support.

“Gathering information from community
partners and then working on projects allows
students to develop the planning and
implementing skills, and do it in a
collaborative, supportive way,” Barrett says.
Teachers will need to know how to work with
action teams, she adds, because action projects
are being embedded in Saskatchewan’s
updated high school science curriculum.
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“I may not know much about art, but I
know what I like,” the old saying goes. But, in
order to find out what you like or don’t like,
you have to find the art. That’s been a goal for
faculty and staff in the Faculty of Fine Arts at
the U of R since they moved into splendid new
facilities on the University’s main campus six
years ago, leaving behind the 1912 building on
College Avenue that began life as a teacher
training institution. Ironically, the old building,
which included a damp and crumbling theatre
space in the basement, had built a dedicated
following among members of the public
interested in the work of fine arts students and
faculty. 

“College Avenue was more in the centre of
things,” observes Gerald Lenton-Young, head
of the theatre department. “But the facilities
were nowhere near what they are here. What
we have in the Riddell Centre hasn’t been
trumpeted enough.”

Lenton-Young and his colleagues continue
to work to attract more people to fine arts
events. Part of the University’s research focus,
he notes, is directed toward sustainable
communities, “and culture is an important
contributor to sustainable, livable
communities.”

Those “events” include a student-run art
gallery, a gallery at the First Nations University
of Canada, art displayed in the halls, concerts
and recitals in the Riddell Centre and Darke
Hall, and a series of plays. As Lenton-Young
points out, the theatre department has a
different mandate from other live theatre
organizations in Regina, and is able to present
plays you won’t see on the other stages. The

plays offered on campus usually involve large
casts, providing experience to as many student
actors and crew members as possible.

The current production, “Three Birds
Alighting on a Field” by Timberlake
Wertenbaker, is a case in point. The
production involves 27 actors playing
characters who are mostly middle-aged,
speaking English dialects. The play examines
the “art world” in London in the 1980s, and
follows the journey of one woman who actually
wants to learn about art before she buys it. 

“Three Birds looks at connoisseurism in the
arts,” explains Kelly Handerek, a Department
of Theatre faculty member who is directing the
play. “It raises thought-provoking questions
such as: Do we see anything of value or worth
in artistic works?,” adds Handerek, who teaches
voice, acting and directing in the department.
“It also questions the role of the artist and the
critic in determining what is art, and what will
endure.”

Handerek is impressed with the “honesty
and carefulness” that the student actors bring
to their roles, which requires them to portray
characters older than themselves, living in a
period when most of the actors were
youngsters. 

Jonelle Gunderson plays the lead role of
Biddy Andreas in the production. Gunderson,
who is in her third year of studies, says Biddy
experiences a big journey as she finds out about
herself during the play. “She becomes a more
learned and confident person,” Gunderson
says. “Finding the high points and low points
and making it all flow was one of the things I
tried to do in this role.”

Fourth-year student James Ostime plays two
roles, including the character who disrupts the
normal flow of events and raises questions
about the art world. 

“It’s a great experience working with a big
cast and a very interesting play,” says Ostime. “I
think it will engage our audiences because of all
the ideas flying around.” 

Three Birds Alighting on a Field runs today
through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
November 7 at 2 p.m. For ticket information
call the box office at 585-5500. 

More information about the Faculty of Fine
Arts, including a map of the U of R campus, is
available at http://www.uregina.ca/finearts/

The play is the thing
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R Nov 4-Dec 2
First Year Services Student Success Seminars
Various student seminars such as library
orientation, midterm exams, resume and portfolio
building.
Info: 585-5376
www.uregina.ca/fys

Thurs., Nov. 4 - 1:15 p.m.
Chemistry seminar
Van Cleave Lecture
“Genetic and Chemical Approaches to New
Antibiotics”
Speaker: Gerry Wright
Rm. 408, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4146

Nov. 3-7 
Fine Arts performance
A satirical look at the art scene in London during
the boom in the late eighties.
“Three Birds Alighting On A Field”
University Theatre, Riddell Centre
Info/tickets: 585-5500

Fri., Nov. 5 - 1:30 p.m.
Luther College lecture
“Renewable Energy in the Developing World - The
EnerGreen Foundation”
Speaker: Jeff Arsenych
Rm. 202, Luther College
Info: 337-2463

Fri., Nov. 5 - 9 a.m.
Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy seminar
“Democratic Renewal: Are Canadian Voters Ready
for Change?”
Speaker: Jack Blaney
Window Room, Gallery Bldg., College Ave. Campus
Info: 585-5863

Fri., Nov. 5 - 3 p.m.
Fine Arts Lecture Series
“From Body and Mind: Experience to Concept, An
Impact of Technology”
Speaker: Sarah Abbott
Rm. 050, Riddell Centre
Info: 585-5529

Fri., Nov. 5 - 3:30 p.m.
Biology seminar
“Winter torpor and communal denning in a
northern population of small carnivore, the
striped skunk (Mephitis mephtis)”
Speaker: Yeen Ten Hwang
Rm. 128, Classroom Bldg.
Info: 585-4146

Wed., Nov. 10 - 8 p.m.
Playwrights Reading Series
Readings from his most recent writings from the
stage.
Speaker: Ted Johns
Shu-Box Theatre
Info: 585-5517

Thurs., Nov. 11
Remembrance Day
University closed

For a complete Calendar of Events at the University
of Regina visit our Web site at www.uregina.ca

PLUG INTO
The Information and Communications Technology

Networking Forum
In Regina's Research Park 

Thursday, November 4, 2004
3:00 - 6:00 PM
(Reception begins at 5:00)
Rotunda, 10 Research Drive

Want to know what's happening in Regina in the fields of 
engineering, computer science and new media? 

Come discover how Regina's vibrant research community and local businesses 
are working together to develop exciting, innovative products and services. 

REGINA

RESEARCH

PARK

For Information and RSVP
Ravi Jain at 585-4984 (Ravi.Jain@uregina.ca)

Partners: University of Regina, University Industry Liaison Office
National Research Council, Industrial Research Assistance Program

Saskatchewan Opportunities Corporation, Regina Research Park

U of R theatre students (L to R) Mandy Goforth (sitting), Greg Ochitwa,
Alison Huynink and Nathan Coppens are among the cast members of Three
Birds Alighting on a Field currently playing at the University Theatre in the
Riddell Centre.
U of R photo by AV Services

We want to hear from you!

Tell us what you think 
of the 

U of R Update page 

E-mail your comments to 

communications@uregina.ca

Bonnie Dobson (R) who works in
the Faculty of Arts student 
services office gets a free canoe
lesson from kinesiology and
health studies faculty member
Roz Kelsey. Dobson won the 
lesson as part of the University’s
United Way fundraising effort
which had University personnel
offering up their unique talents
as prizes in daily draws. The 
donations, which ranged from
Kelsey’s free canoe lesson to gifts
of homemade cheesecake to poker
lessons and poetry readings,
helped the University raise more
than $46,000 for this year’s
United Way Campaign.
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