
“Coming from a small town, I was very
intimidated starting university. But I had two really
great student ambassadors at orientation, and they
put me at ease right away.” 

That’s how Ashlee Langlois recalls her
introduction to life at the University of Regina in
2001. The student ambassadors made such an
impression on her that she signed up to be an
ambassador the following year. Now entering her
fourth year, she’s in the midst of helping incoming
administration students find their way into
university life.

“My ambassadors were knowledgeable,” says
Ashlee. “They gave me the information and the
confidence I needed. I would have been lost
without the student ambassadors.”

The ambassador program is just one aspect of
the U of R’s first year orientation, which runs this

year from August 31 to September 3. With about
750 students and 275 parents taking part, the
orientation is spread over four days, with different
faculties playing host each day. September 2nd, for
example, students entering the faculties of
Administration, Fine Arts and Kinesiology are
being welcomed. 

Billed as “U of R Real World,” first year
orientation features separate programs for
incoming students and their parents. In the
student program, small groups of about 10 to 12
are matched up with two ambassadors, who lead
them on a tour of the U of R campus. After the
tour, all students participate in a panel session
discussing the habits of successful students and the
support services available at the University.
Following lunch, students get to meet the
instructors, support staff and current students in

their chosen faculty.
“First year orientation gives students the

opportunity to make a successful transition to
university life,” says Joy Turner, who manages the
program. “We want our students to succeed, and
we want them to enjoy their university experience.”

Students and their parents taking part in this
year’s orientation will be among the first to tour
the new residences and the new Centre for
Kinesiology, Health and Sport. For the first time
all participating students will also receive a ticket to
the University of Regina Rams season opener on
September 4.

The parent/partner program has grown from
about 100 parents when it was first offered, to
almost 300. Turner says there’s a good reason for
that. “Parents want to know what supports are
available, and how their sons and daughters will fit

in.” 
To help them find out, the parent/partners

program offers an informative question and
answer session, an abbreviated tour of the campus
and lunch with University president David
Barnard. Parents then join their sons and
daughters for the faculty session and reception.

“Besides being informative and supportive, we
also want first year orientation to offer some fun,
Turner says. “Each day we recognize the ‘long-
drive-of-the-day’ for the parent travelling the
longest distance with their child,” she adds. “With
the increasing number of international students
attending the U of R, some parents do travel great
distances to participate. Last year, for example, the
top “long drive” went to a man who accompanied
his grandson from Mexico City. It’s important to
recognize that kind of commitment.” 
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SAVED IN 4000

Do you remember a book titled “Why
Can’t Johnny Read?” If you’re of a certain age,
you likely do, although you may be startled to
learn that the book first appeared in paperback
more than 28 years ago. Even if you weren’t
around when the book first appeared you may
be familiar with the concerns it raised, as it
created a publishing franchise with further
titles such as “Why Can’t Johnny Write?” and
“Why Can’t Johnny Think?” If you dig a bit
deeper into the used-book bin, there’s even a
“Why Can’t Johnny’s Parents Read?”

The questions raised by those books
obviously struck a chord with the public.
Student reading and writing capabilities have
become a hot topic, inside and outside the
schools, at all levels. Earlier this year the
Faculty of Arts at the University of Regina
established a task force on reading and writing
to address concerns about students' ability to
read and write at the university level. In

addition to members of the Faculty of Arts, the
task force included representatives from the
Faculty of Education, First Nations University
of Canada and the Centre for Continuing
Education.

“The members of the task force strove to
view the issue comprehensively,” says Phillip
Hansen, a philosophy professor and the task
force chair. “Issues of language, issues of how
students develop their capabilities to
understand texts and handle ideas are at the
core of a liberal arts education.

“Language and content are interwoven,”
Hansen adds. “It’s not as though you have a kit
bag of language skills over here, and the
content over there. You get immersed in a
language, and that enables you to articulate
ideas.”

Students entering university also discover
that scholarship at this level requires different
ways of speaking, thinking, reading and writing.

In addition, the approaches used can vary
significantly in various disciplines, even within
the Faculty of Arts. A research paper on
English literature may require different skills
than a paper for a geography course, for
example.

“Academic English is different,” Hansen
observes. “One of my colleagues, a professor of
French, summed it up well with an offhand
comment that even for native English speakers,
academic English is a second language.”

Between February and April 2004 the task
force received submissions, conducted
interviews and consulted with a specialist on
reading and writing issues at the University of
British Columbia. Hansen emphasizes that
while he chaired the task force, it was a
collective enterprise involving a vigorous
process of discussion and deliberation. The
report released in May contains 26
recommendations, including the revamping of

some entry-level English courses, the creation
of new courses on reading and writing in the
humanities and social sciences, and
requirements for students to fulfil “writing-
intensive” course options to complete a
bachelor or arts degree. (The complete report,
including a summary, can be found at:
http://www.uregina.ca/arts/readingandwriting/).

In its report the task force notes that most
of the resources it believes are essential to
improve student reading and writing
capabilities are already within the U of R. 
“We just need to do what we’ve been doing
more self-consciously, more explicitly,” Hansen
states.

While there has been some preliminary
discussion of the report, the dean of Arts,
Robin Fisher, will hold a faculty-wide forum
this month to discuss the report. Fisher then
expects to establish a committee to begin
implementing the task force recommendations.

Arts task force looks for key to academic reading and writing

Update

Orientation Week counts down to launch of university life

C
A

M
P

U
S 

L
IF

E
 C

A
L

E
N

D
A

R

We want to hear
from you!

Tell us what you
think of the 

U of R Update
page 

E-mail your
comments to 

communications@uregina.ca

Thurs., Sept. 2 - 6-9 p.m.
Conservatory of Performing Arts Music
Department Open House
Information on programs, schedules and more.
Conservatory, College Avenue Campus
Info: 585-5833

Thurs. and Fri., Sept. 2 & 3
First Year Orientation
Introduction to campus life, meet other students
in your faculty, get your student ID card and
more. All first year students invited.
Info: 585-4791 or 1-800-644-4756

Mon., Sept. 6
Labour Day
University Closed

Tues., Sept. 7
Fall semester lectures begin

Wed., Sept. 8 -10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Seniors’ Education Centre Open House
Demonstrations, displays and tours on seniors’
education programs.
Gallery Building, College Avenue Campus
Info: 585-5816

Fri., Sept. 10 - 7 p.m.
Alumni Association Comedy Night
Comedian: Glen Foster, That Canadian Guy
Ticket price includes pre-comedy reception and
Rams voucher.
University Theatre, Riddell Centre
Tickets/Info: 585-4503

Tues., Sept. 14 - 7:30 p.m.
Humanities Research Institute Dr. Barbara
Powell Lecture
“Curtailed Rights, Lost Dignity: The Struggle of
Women in Afghanistan”
Speaker: Nelofer Pazira
Education Auditorium
Info: 585-4304

Weds., Sept. 15 - 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy
Armchair Discussion
“Canada vs. Great Britain: A Health System
Comparison”
Speaker: Ian Greener
SIPP Window Room, Gallery Building, College
Avenue Campus
Info/Register: 585-5869

CATCHING THE WAVE
Registrar's Office and Admissions employees decked out their digs in a beach theme to welcome students
back to campus during the annual first Year Orientation Decorating Contest. 
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