Update
Education students learning to use technology in the classroom
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“These courses expose students to the
power of collaborative, virtual environments,
and will help them build helpful learning
relationships which extend well beyond a
credit course,” says University of Regina
professor of education Alec Couros. He’s
referring to two courses he’s developed,
ECMP 355 and ECMP 455, better known as
Computers in the Classroom. Both courses
are designed to help education students – the
teachers of tomorrow – learn how to use new
instructional technologies effectively in their
classrooms.
Couros pays close attention to the
evolution of existing technologies and the
introduction of new ones. He says the ECMP
355 course has always featured a strong handson component that enables students to learn
and explore emerging technologies that they
can apply in the elementary or high school
classroom. Last spring the course took another
step forward. For the first time, ECMP 355
was delivered online, using everything from

e-mail to a web conferencing tool to create a
“virtual classroom.”
“Using web conferencing I was able to
lecture, demonstrate, answer questions,
facilitate discussion and run multimedia
presentations,” says Couros. However, the
online format represented a learning curve for
the instructor and his students.
“It’s always been helpful for the instructor
to offer one-on-one help during lab hours,”
Couros explains. “This is more difficult to do
at a distance, so the challenging aspect was to
build the course so that students could begin
to develop a learning community where they
could help each other with technical
problems, review each others’ work and learn
from each other. This was difficult,” Couros
continues, “because while students may have
prior knowledge of the technologies, they
often aren’t aware of how to take these day-today tools and apply them appropriately in
a learning environment. We had a great
mixture of technological “newbies” and the
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technologically savvy, and pre-service teachers
and experienced teachers, so they were able to
learn much from each other in a way that
worked well online.”
One of the students in the course, Jillian
House, relates her “incredible experience”
applying what she learned when she was a
teacher intern. She had students conduct
research – using books, magazines and the
Internet – on owls from Saskatchewan. The
students then collected their research into
interactive stacks, something like a stack of
cards, with a mix of photos, video, graphics
and text in the stack.
“Every day the kids would come into the
classroom looking forward to science class,
when they could work on their owl projects,”
House recalls. “The finished products far
surpassed my expectations. I was proud of
them, and the best part was, they were very
proud of themselves,” she adds.
Couros will be teaching the advanced
course, ECMP 455, in the winter 2005

"Sin, Sex and Celibacy" kicks off coffee house series
“What we’re doing is discussing everyday ideas and issues with to conclude that the celibate ideal inclines to vice, not virtue.”
people, as happened in the coffee houses of 18th century London,”
Anyone wanting to join the noon-hour discussion Sin, Sex and
explains Thomas Chase, assistant dean of the Faculty of Arts at the Celibacy should meet at Roca Jack's (1939 Scarth St.) on September 16
University of Regina. He’s referring to a series of “Coffee House at 12:10 p.m.
(For the complete schedule, watch for posters on campus and
Controversies”, lunch hour discussions which will be offered every two
around town, or go to:
weeks during the fall semester at Roca Jack’s in downtown Regina.
Chase says the first series, this past January thru May, drew such a http://www.uregina.ca/arts/coffeehousecontroversies.html).
good response that faculty are eager for a second round. He emphasizes
that the topics and the talks by members of the arts faculty,
are not “pie in the sky, or nose in the air. Our aim is to show
that the research and publication work done by members of
the Faculty of Arts is vitally linked to the issues of the day.”
Three centuries ago, London’s coffee houses were central
to the social, cultural, commercial and political life of the city.
Ned Ward, who wrote a journal called The London Spy,
offered this description of his visit to a coffee house. “Some
came, others went; some were scribbling, others were talking;
some were drinking coffee, some smoking, and some
arguing.”
Most of these establishments served as reading rooms,
with the cost of newsletters and pamphlets included in the
one-penny admission charge. Many members of London’s
literary and scientific elite were daily visitors to their favourite
coffee houses, which served as forums for discussing ideas.
That’s the spirit Coffee House Controversies hopes to
capture, without the one-penny admission charge or the
smoke-filled air, or course.
“People are eating their lunch and ordering coffee during
the talk and discussion, so it’s very informal.” says Chase.
“During the first series between 25 and 50 people participated
at each session, with 50 being the upper limit for good
discussion. We have a wide spectrum of topics lined up which
we hope will provoke discussion,” he adds.
The first talk, called “Sin, Sex and Celibacy” will likely Student ambassador Ryan Metcalf (yellow T-shirt) was one of the
generate much discussion. Shadia Drury, who teaches courses tour guides for a group of first-year administration students
in both political science and philosophy, will base her talk on during Orientation Week on the University campus last week.
her research for a book she is writing about St. Thomas Beginning-of-semester festivities continue this week and next –
Aquinas.
as do classes, which got under way in earnest on Tuesday this
“I will examine two arguments in favour of celibacy, one week.
by St. Thomas and another by St. Gregory of Nyssa, a mystic
and theologian who lived in the 4th century,” Drury says. “I U of R Photo by A/V Services
will show that these arguments fail to prove that celibacy is a
virtue. Further, I will use examples from the history of the
Church to point to the institutional evils which have been
caused by the insistence on celibacy,” she adds.
Drury will also explore the fates of the Middle Ages’ most
famous romantic couple, the star-crossed lovers Abelard and
Heloise.
“I will discuss their story in order to show how their
obsession with celibacy destroyed their maternal and paternal
instincts of love for their child,” Drury says. “All this leads me
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semester, and applying his experience from
last spring.
“I had the pleasure of seeing practicing
teachers take elements of their course
assignments and use them directly in their
classrooms the next day. Some of them
commented on how the course really opened
their eyes to tools they didn’t know existed or
thought were too complex to learn,” Couros
says. “Once they realized it’s not a great
mystery, they began to be comfortable using
instructional technologies in their own
classrooms.”
Information about ECMP 355 is located
at:
http://education.uregina.ca/technology/ecmp
355/.
Professor Couros keeps in contact with
other educators through:
http://www.educationaltechnology.ca/couros
Information about Jillian House and her
projects can be found at:
http://uregina.ca/~house99j/index.htm.
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